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HAYS CANNOT BAR STORIES 





‘GLORIFIED GIRL’ 


PICTURE 


WILL BE DECIDED BY COST 





2nd Version With Clara Bow May Be Cheapest 


in End—-1st Version’s Preparation Totals Too 


Much—Coast or N. Y. 


and Brooks or Bow 


4. 








Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Paramount is undecided as to 
what version of “Glorifying the 
American Girl” it will make. Whether 
to use the version which calls for 
acenes in New York of the “Follies” 
with Flo Ziegfeld in them, or a new 
story around the life of a chorus 
girl, is the present problem. That 


(Continued on page 37) 


ENTERTAINMENT FILM 
HR. RECORD FOR “MIKE” 


Necessary Projector Costs 
$14,000—Otherwise Nominal 
—Personal App. Illusion 





A film recording process Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer has in its control, 
in association with its Loew radio 
circuit of which station WHN is 
the keystone, is a record on a film 
which when projected on a screen 
permits for a solid hour's radio 
entertainment. 

This film can be shipped inter- 
State and internationally and broad- 
cast and rebroadcast countless 


(Continued on page 12) 





“Ice Courtesy” 


Providence, Dec. 20. 
War on the night clubs by dry 
agents has caused the birth of a 
new delicacy on the menu. Local 
Patrons in the know, call for 
frozen celery and olives” in a big 
Platter, It’s nobody’s business what 
use is made of the frozen water, 
according to the roadhouse proprie- 
tors, Another racket is to order 
Little Necks” and complain about 
the scarcity of the chilling founda- 
tion. 
The accommodation has come to 
be known as the “ice courtesy.” 


——— 
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Won’t Be Long Now? 
Sez 


ART KAHN 


P. S—Ed Hyman Is the Boss! 
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Actors as Clerks 





Unemployed actors have 
been sworn in as clerks in the 
General Post Office, New York, 
and sub-stations, to assist the 
regular crew in sorting holi- 
day mail, 

The actors are being paid 
$6 daily on eight-hour shifts, 
with a pro rata arrangement 
for overtime. 

Preference is given actors 
because of their familiarity 
with the various districts and 
also names of theatrical firms. 


RIVALRY DRAWS 
FORD TO RADIO 


Negotiations have been opened 
for a campaign in behalf of Henry 
Ford's products on the air, a cam- 
paign that may outshine both the 
Dodge ballyhoo and the General 
Motors splurge that preceded and 
inspired it. 

An odd division of interest in 
WGHP, Detroit, which remains a 
link of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, although George Harrison 
Phelps, who owns the station and 
whose initials are incorporated in 
the call letters, has placed his 
Dodge radio advertising with the 
rival network, the National Broad- 
casting Co. Phelps, Inc., is the large 
Detroit advertising agency handling 
the Dodge advertising account. 

Dodge was on the air via Colum- 
bia until it switched recently fo N. 
B. C., and introducing a new high 
mark in radio outlay with the $35,- 














network. 





Grandma’s Juvenile Role 
Here's versatility personified 


Anna Zeeman, a grandmother and 


leading lady of the Yiddish dramatic | 


stock company, McKinley Square 


theatre, Bronx, will play a 14-year- | 
|old boy in ‘€hatzkel, the Boot- 

| black,” forthcoming production of 
|} that group. 


000 program Jan. 4 on the N. B.C. 


v 


FILM-PROTEGTED 


—- 


Agreement Between ‘Hays 
and Dramatists’ Associa- 
tions—Concerted Action 
im Investigating Com- 
plained of Scripts—Ob- 
jectionable Matter May 
Be Removed by Author 
and Title Changed 


——-- 


‘RAIN’ BAN CALLED OFF 


(ee ae 


Through an agreement arrived at 
between Will H. Hays, representing 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors Association, and repre- 
sentatives of the Dramatists Guild 
and Authors League of America, it 


will no longer be possible for Hays 
or any individual representing the 
leading producing interests to arbi- 
trarily ban piays or books, 

This follows negotiations carried 
on over a period of six weeks be- 
tween Hays and a committee repre- 
senting the authors and playwrights 
consisting of Leroy Scott, Bayard 
Vellier, Rex Beach and Owen Davis. 

It is practically understood that 
plays or books rejected for ob- 
jectionable material will no longer 
stand a chance of being screened 
unless the author removes the un- 
suitable material, agrees to a new 
| title which does not in any way 
suggest the old one and with the 
understanding that film companies 
and authors shall not reveal, pub- 
licize or advertise the production in 
any manner which would connect 


(Continued on page 35) 








“TRUE STORIES” AIRED 


Radios Over Columbia Chain in 











NIITHORS’ RICHTS UNIQUE $35,000,000 PROMOTION 
BY EXHIB WITHOUT BANKING AID 





A. H. Schwartz With 2,000 Stockholders Merging 22 


Theatre Corporations Into Whole—Exchanging 


High as 6 and 7 to 1—Once Paid 100% Cash Div. 








$9,000 for Two 


Marilyn Miller's salary with 
Ziegfeld's “Rosalie” is $6,000 a 
week against 12% percent of 
the gross. This is a record 
high for feminine stars, 

Jack Donohue’s share of the 
“Rosalie” payroll its $4,000 
weekly. 


BROWN’ $300,000 
TOPS DIRECTORS 














Los Angeles, Dec. W. 


Clarence Brown will remain with 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer as a director 
for another three years. Brown was 
getting $3,500 weekly under his old 
contract, but will earn over $300,000 
a year under the new one. It will 
be more than any other director re- 
ceives for handling a megaphone. 

The contract provides that Brown 
receive a weekly salary when not 
engaged on a picture, which will be 
in excess of his former salary, and 
an increase over that amount for 
each week that he is engaged in pic- 
ture making. This increase to be 
arranged at a price in accordance 

(Continued on page 48) 


Passing the Hat to 
Ring Up in Wilmington 


Wilmington, Del, Dec. 20. 


They passed the hat here last 





i 
| 


Jan.—Follows “Colliers” Move 
| “True Stories” takes the air 
| (radio) in January when it enlists | 


'the Columbia Broadcasting System 
(16 stations) for circulation stim- 


| 


}an extra $32, 


| ulus. The Macfadden monthly will 
parallel “Colliers” in radio plug- | 
i ging 

| “True Stories” nullified the radio 
company’s dubiousness concerning | 


text of the publication by qi 
2,000,000 circulation of the 
; ™ iZaZine, 

Among other new 


Ote- 


ithe 
ing the 


comme! 
is plugging Listerin¢« 
Emerson C 


Columbia now 


and the _- brom 


week in order to let a curtain ring 
up. It was amongst a paid au- 
dience which had assembled to see 
the Thomasheffsky company of the 
Metropolitan Opera House, Phila- 
delphia, do “The Trial of Samuel 
Schwartabard.” 

An appeal from the stage brought 
a little more than a 
third of the required sum, from one 


+ 
4 





i 
} 


} 


iman, but when the collection was} 
totaled it was still $9 short. The 
balance was finally obtained and 
tne perform ince started at 1) 
o'clock, an hour and a half late 
It took place at the New Ce! ry 
hc! ib wit 2bout 100 present 


) 





What is said to be the most 
unique piece of financing the show 
business thas ever heard of is 


the present promotion by A. H. 
Schwartz, an independent picture 
exhibitor, to consolidate his 22 the- 
atres and corporations into one 
whole, with a capitalizgtion of $35,- 
000,000. He is solely engineering it, 


(Continued on page 35) 


PALM BEACH GOING 
PARIS ON-THE-WALK 


“Parisian Grill” in Front of 
New Hotel—May Pull Social 
Climbers Out of Hip Practice 


-- 











This resort is going Paris with an 
al fresco Parisian grille in front of 
the new Palm Beach Hotel, Jan. 15. 

It's going to ape the Cafe de la 

(Continued on page 235) 


LADY FILM FAN AT 85 
AND WITH A RECORD 


Des Moines, 

To the movies 4000 nights in a 
row is quite a record for a woman 
85 years old, but every night during 
the past eight years Mrs. W iihemine 
Alff of Cherokee, Ia., 


Dec. 20. 


has gone to 


the movies, Figures say she has 
seen 2,920 performances. 

Mrs. Alff is the mother of 12 
children—now fully grown She 
walks from her little bungalow to 
the theatre every night in rain, hail 
or snow, waiching the entire show 


without using glasses, and says she 
gets just as much thrill out of the 


films now as when she first started, 
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VARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 





BERLIN PRODUCTIONS 


2 8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


$$$ $e 


By C. HOOPER TRASK 





Berlin, Dec. 14. 
THEATER DES WESTENS— 


“Eine Frau von Format” (“A Lady 
of Quality”), book by Schanzer and | 
Welisch, music by Michael Krausz.|here by 
An excellent excuse for the reap- | 
pearance of Fritzi Massary, most} 
superior of Continental operetta 


prima donnas. She remains as 
young as ever and her technique of 
putting over a chanson is still un- 
rivalled in its finish. Krausz, who 
is generally considered the coming 
man of the Viennese opera school, 
has turned out a satisfactory score, 
but not particularly individual. The 
book is in the usual “Merry Widow” 
milieu—it just gets by. The cast, 
which includes Hans Wassmann, 
Max Hanson, Ferry Sikla and Hans 
Heinz Bollmann, is ’way above that 
which she formerly got under the 
Saltenburg regime. Ernst Welisch 
has made a big success of his first 
managerial venture. 





STAATS THEATRE—“Fuenf von 
der Jazzband” (“Five of the Jazz 
Band”). Comedy by Felix Joachim- 
son. A light little comedy with a 
few clever ideas. Four jazz mu- 
sicians take a young girl into their 
band as added attraction.. But her 
unmusicality and her coquetry ruin 
the ensemble and arouse jealousy, 
so that they get rid of her and start 
out fresh again. Several of the 
scenes are effective. 





NEVES THEATER—“The Show,” 
bv John Galsworthy. One of the 
weaker plays of this English drama- 
tist. It was a flat failure here. This 
was undoubtedly partly due to the 
fact that the whole newspaper situ- 
ation is different in Germany. The 
production was only fair. 


GROSSES SCHAUSPIELHAUS— 
“The Mikado.” Erik Charell found 
“The Mikado” old-fashioned, so he 
had the libretto rewritten by Ber- 
nauer and Oesterreicher, the music 
jazzed up, and staged the whole as 
a revue with eight scenes. The re- 
sult was terrible. What the libret- 
tists substituted for Gilbert was hu- 
morless and banal; it was modern, 
but, oh, how dull! The music, too, 
lost immeasurably by being forced 
into modern rhythms; where it had 
formerly been the best sort of clas- 
sical operetta, it became the most 
trivial of jazz. Charell’s revue style 
of production further detracted 
from the music by being too lavish 
and by interspersing too much me- 
diocre modern dancing. Max Pal- 
lenberg, Germany’s foremost come- 
dian, was able to get nothing out of 
the role of Koko, and that speaks 
volumes. Charell may be able to 
keep the show going for some time 
by disposing of seats at popular 








theme of the moment the technique 


and style of writing is as out o 


date as though it had been written 
It is kept going 
Roberts’ 
acting in the leading role 
but even so it will not hold for any 


before the war. 


Ralph Arthur 
smooth 


length of time, 





derhannes,” by Karl 


LESSING THEATER —“Schin- 
Zuckmayr. 


FOREIGN 
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~ WOODS ACTIVE ABROAD > 


Putting on “Shanghai” 
Himself—liIsolas 


in London 
in Paris 





Paris, Dec. 20. 

t A. H. Woods is in Paris, having 
left the Leviathan at Cherbourg to 
motor to the capital with Irving 
Marks who went to meet him. 

, The producer's first act was to 
close for the Paris presentation of 
“The Shanghai Gesture” here by 
Isola Bros. He will go to London 
to produce the piece there himself. 


After the tremendous success of 
this author's last play, “Froehliche 
Weinberg,” the present work was 
looked forward to ‘with great ex- 
pectation. It did not in any manner 
fulfill these and will not have even 
a small part of the commercial suc- 


RITZY 





cess of the former. 


ing figure the robber, 
hannes, 


parts. 
leading roles. 


KOMOEDIENHAUS — 
Pokus,” 





a German audience. 
a satirical sop to the highbrow: 


he invites the 


dello (burlesque. on Pirandello) 
which is then played for us. 


In itself itis a 
well enough made play following 
the tradition of Goethe's “Goetz von 
Berlichingen,” and has as its lead- 
Schinder- 
a sort of German Robin 
Hood. There are over 30 speaking 
Here Eugen Kloepfer and 
Kaete Dorsch, both stars, had the 


“Hokus- 
comedy by Kurt Goetz. 
Probably the best mystery comedy 
ever turned out by a German author. 
Distinctly in a class with the best 
work which Cohan has done in this 
field. The play has everything for 
It begins with 


A manager on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy calls a conference to which 
leading dramatic | ¥@r4 Close. 
critic, his lawyer and the whole of 
his staff.. None of them has any- 
thing to suggest until his playreader 
brings out a new work by Miran- 


Broadway has been going Fifth- 
and-Park with a vengeance the 
past couple of weeks. Men and 
women formerly satisfied with back 
stage life have been ritzy, and lov- 
ing it! 

At the splendid reception given 
by Mrs. Edward F. Hutton for her 
debutante daughter, Eleanor Post 
Hutton (formerly Eleanor Close), 
held in the magnificent apartment 
house on Fifth avenue built and 
owned by the hostess. Mrs. Flo 
Ziegfeld shook hands with the smart 
set to which she had merely bowed 
across the footlights in her old mu- 
sical comedy days. Mrs. Hutton is 
the heiress to the Postum and Post 
Toasties millions and divorced Ed- 


At a brilliant dinner-party. given 
at the Barclay by Mme. Alma Clay- 
burgh, the singer, her guests in- 
cluded Lady Patricia Russell, the 


he actress, and the Ear! of Amherst, 
e 
wife of a painter is being tried for 


formerly Lord Holmesdale,'a dra- 
matic critic. Along with William 


the murder of her husband who has 
disappeared. To the judge the eve- 
ning before the trial comes a mys- 
terious but elegant gentleman who 
tries to influence the judge against 
conviction by making him unjustly 


Rhinelander Stewart, Jr., who has 
paid court to Constance Talmadge 
and Marilyn Miller, were Ernest de 
Weerth, the costume designer; Dan- 





prices to the radio fans, but at reg- 
ular prices it must be definitely 
rated as a flop. 


KLEINES THEATER — “Mar- 
shall Niel Roses,” by Albert Bern- 
stein Sabersky. A very. aticky 
drama about a painter who is being 
vamped by a married woman. His 
mother” realizes that he is being 
ruined and uses all her power to 
break up the affair. The husband 
{is suspicious and sues the wife for 
divorce, naming the painter co-re- 
spondent. The woman does not 
want to be divorced from her hus- 
band, whom she looks upon as @ 
sure meal ticket, and gets. the 
painter to promise to deny their 
relationship. At the court proceed- 
ings, influenced by his mother, he 
tells the truth and thereby loses the 
woman. But he keeps the love of 
his mother. Brilliantly played by 
Rosa Valetti and Richard Duschin- 
sky as mother and son, 


RENAISSANCE THEATER — 
Emma Grammatica. This splendid 
Italian actress is little known out- 
side of her native land. This is too 
bad, as she is the greatest player 
that Italy has produced since Duse. 
In her repertory, which included a 
blank verse play by 4d’Annunzio, 
“The Old Lady Shows Her Med- 
als,” by Barry, and “Camille” she 
showed that she is an actress of va- 
riety and power. 


LESSING THEATER—“Justice,” 
by John Galsworthy. Unfortunate- 
ly, much too late to win the success 
which it undoubtedly would have 
achieved years ago. Now the social 
ideas which it promulgates are no 
longer actual and it all seems out 
of date and a little tiresome. The 
Berlin .production was good enough, 
especially Ernst Deutsch. 


THEATER AM KURFUERSTEN- 
DAMM—“Hoehensonne” (“Artificial 
Sunlizht”), farce by Ludwig Fulda. 
A rather feeble attempt to make 
use of the character of Harry Do- 
mela, who has lately been much 
written up in the press because 
people believed him the eldest son 
of the crown prince in disguise. 
Here a swindler show's up the citi- 
zens of a small town, gets money 
from the leading manufacturer and 
at the same time makes a conquest 
of his wife. In the end the swindler’s 
secretary turns out to be the real 
prince and marries the manufac- 
turer’s daughter to the tune of a 
happy ending. Although treating a 








the second act trial 
fesses to being the murderer. 


it seems clear that he is 
trying to shield the woman: 


dence against her, 


attorney she is acquitted. 


able to sell. 


audience 
ously. 


be a big success. 





Brausewetter. 





LUSTSPIELHAUS — “Filmro 


farce and he goes on writing, al 


cerns a little girl selling postcard 
in the Rocky Mountains who be 
comes a star over night. 


1905. 





yADMIRALSPALAST—"Wann un 
o” 


ter Kollo. 
business. 


water mark of German revue. 
chief lack is one of humor. 


trophe. 


Americans. For 


dals,” 
the Casino de Paris, June and Joh 


the Ziegfeld “Follies.” 
not get over at first but when the 
show. 
DORA’S RECORD BOOKING 
London, Dec. 20. 
Dora Maughan opens at the Pic 


cadilly (hotel) cabaret Jan. 2 fo 
10 weeks, 


played 16 
original 


weeks there. Thei 
contract was for eight 





weeks. 


suspicious of his best friend. In 
the same 
gentleman also appears and con- 
This 
is not taken seriously, however, as 
merely 
There 
is nothing but’ circumstantial evi- 
and after a 
splendidly ironical speech by her 
In the 
last act it comes out that the mys- 
terious stranger is the supposedly 
dead husband who disappeared in 
order to get up interest in his 
paintings, which he had not been 
The whole is kept in 
the very lightest of tones and the 
laughs almost continu- 
If this play is well adapted 
and produced in America it should 


KOMOEDIE—*“Widowers’ 


left in peace, for it belongs to the 
time when he was under the influ- 
ence of the early Ibsen. Well played 
here by Albert Steinrueck, Max 
Guelstorff, Grete Mosheim and Hans 


mantik” (“Romance of the Film”), 
farce by Ludwig Fulda. Fulda was 
once Germany's leading writer of 


though he has completely lost touch 
with the spirit of today. The story 
of this farce is very modern, con- 


But the 
technique and language is that of 


(When and Where), book by 
Ridaemus and Wolf, music by Wal- 
The only revue in town 
worth attending, so doing adequate 
But not up to the same 
management's last year’s produc- 
tion, which still remains the high 
The 
Last 
year Haller bought good sketches 
in London and Paris but this year 
he decided to fall back on native 
talent and the result was a catas- 


The best part of the show was 
the dancing which chiefly fell to 
instance Helen 
Wehrle from George White’s “Scan- 
the Lorraine Sisters from 


Roper and Thelma de Lorez from 
Earl Frank- 
lin from the London Coliseum did 


did finally get him, he stopped the 


This is a record booking for that 
site, although Fowler and Tamara 


fel Frohman, veteran manager, and 
George Gershwin. 


At the Circus Ball 


At the elaborate Circus Ball given 
by Mr. and Mrs. William May 
Wright at their home on Madison 
avenue, she singing semi-profes- 
sionally as Mme. Cobina (having 
originally been Esther Cobb), 
Gershwin again appeared, perhaps 
contemplating a “Rhapsody in Blue- 
Blood,” and, among many others, 
one noted the following Mayor and 
Mrs. James J. Walker, the Duchess 
of Roxburghe, Princess Serge Obo- 
lensky (Alice Muriel Astor), Prince 
Christopher of Greece, Mrs. Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt, Mrs. William 
Randolph Hearst, Elizabeth Mar- 
bury, Mrs. John Barrymore (Michael 
Strange), Ina Claire, Alla Nazimova, 
Beatrice Lillie, Anita Loos, Lillian 


Houags,” by Bernard Shaw. Shaw|Gish and, of course, George Jean 
is still trump in Germany, and none| Nathan. Also Edward Knoblock, 
of his plays is safe from revival.|the -playwright, formerly Knob- 
This, his first, should have been | jaych. 


At the new Sherry-Netherland 
Mrs. Edgar Selwyn gave a luncheon 
party for Lady Wiseman, Mrs. Sail- 
ing Baruch, Mrs. Jesse Lasky, Mrs. 
Henry Miller, Mrs. Frank Hague, 
Mrs. Joseph Moran and, again, 
- | Anita Loos. 

Gentlemen may prefer blondes but 
Bohemia certainly prefers society. 

What contrasts between past and 
present! When Edgar Selwyn act- 
ed in stock at Rochester and at the 
3d Avenue theatre, New York, he 
g| never even dreamed of society, nor 
. | did his present wife, when, as Ruth 
Wilcox, she was a showgirl. 

Some of us remember Mrs. 
Lasky’s husband’s vaude flash acts, 
“The Red Heads,” “The Piano- 
phiends,” etc. 

Name Changes 

The tale of how Jean Williams, a 
“Follies” girl, got a good job in the 
movies through becoming Sonia 
Karlov, an alleged Russian, recalls 
the cases of Winifred Shaugnessy, 
the dancer from San Francisco, who 
developed into Natacha Rambova, 
and Muriel Harding, an English 
actress, who became Mme. Olga 
Petrova, as well as the Dooley girl 
of New York, who became Nita 
Naidi, of the stage and screen. 


a 





Going Back 

Flora Parker DeHaven ts suing 
Carter DeHaven for a divorce in 
Los Angeles, accusing him of being 
infatuated with Betty Byrd, movie 
actress. The DeHavens were mar- 
y|ried in 1905 and have three chil- 
dren. For many years prior to their 
marriage Carter had been in vaude- 
ville and musical productions. Later 
he and his wife were co-starred in 
“Queen of the Moulin Rouge,” the 
- | supporting company containing va- 
r{|rious individuals who subsequently 
figured in front page sensations. 

Reggie de Veulle came from Paris 
to appear in this production. A 
r|few years ago he got into trouble 
i the European authorities. He 
had become a dressmaker and was 


n 





SOUTH 


————=2 


AFRICA 


By H. HANSON 





CAPE TOWN 
Cape Town, Nov. 15. 

Cape Town has started what is 
termed “a gala season,” but the 
little that signifies gala is being 
done by private people, with the 
Town Council doing hardly anything 
to encourage enterprise. The mu- 
nicipality carries a reputation for a 
lot of hot air. 

The late Arthur Bourchier’s com- 
pany put in a short season at the 
Opera House, staging “Ambrose Ap- 
plejohn’s Adventure,” “The Fake” 
and “Interference,” under direction 
African Theatres, Ltd., finishing 
Nov. 12. The musical play, “Tip 
Toes,” opened Nov. 14, under direc- 
tion African Theatres, Ltd. 

The Tivoli (African Theatres, 
Ltd.), has full vaudeville programs 
for the gala season. Week Nov. 2: 
Constance Evans and Monty Wolf, 
singing and dancing; Sime and Kid, 
French comedy acrobats; Betty 
Bruce, character comedienne’, Two 
Dewers, gymnasts; Angela Guil- 
berte and Partner, musical act; 
Two Vernons, comedy act; Zetta 
Moe, character impressionist. The 
fight. film, Willie Smith vs. Leddy 
Baldock. Week Nov. 9: Du Callion 
in ladder act; Fordham Bros., acro- 
bats; Bert King, banjoist; Sime and 
Kid, Zetta Moe, Two Dewers, Con- 
stance Evans and Monty Wolf. 

Boswell Bros.’ Circus and Menag- 
erie and Broncho Bill’s Wild West 
Rodea is located in town for a sea- 
somrand doing well. The Wild West 
Rodeo is advertised as coming from 
the 101 Ranch, Oklahoma, U. S. A., 
and Wembley Rodeo, London. The 
members include Johnny |. Regan, 
Buck Warren, Chic Cooper, girl 
sharpshooter; Wild Rose, girl rough 
rider; Tex Merritt, Kitty Douglas, 
Arizona Pete, Whirlwind Tess, Tor- 
nado Jack and Deerfoot; Indian. 

Alhambra (African Theatres, 
Ltd.)—Business good. Pictures rt- 
cently shewn: “Son of a Sheik.” 
“Winds of Chance,” “The Midnight 
Sun,” “Irene,” “His People,” “The 
Dark Angel,” “The Bat,” “Tess of 
the Storm Country.” 

Grand (African Theatres, Ltd.)— 
Cinema , doing well. Films lately 
screened: “Graustark,” “Matinee 
Ladies,” “The Untamed Lady,” 
“Sandy,” “Cheaper to Marry,” “The 
Climbers,” “The Unguarded Hour,” 
“Siberia.” 

Kinemas, Ltd., attempting to put 
over a strong opposition to the Afri- 
can Theatres, Ltd., but so far with 
little success, have been screening 
“Bohemian Love” and “Second to 
None.” The activities of Mr. I. M. 
Schlesinger, head of the African 
Theatres, Ltd., in London and his 
new position as chairman of De 
Forest Phonofilms, gives his inter- 
est new prestige. 

The Bioscope Hall at Barkly East, 
Cape Colony, was recently destroyed 
by fire. ® 

John Dunlop, well known cham- 
pion South African swimmer and 


water polo player, met with fata] 
head injuries in a motor accident. 

A Palais de Danse and cabaret hag 
been opened by a local orchestra. 

“Havoc,” the film adapted from 
the stage play, is set for screening 
Nov. 14 at the Alhambra. 

Kinemas,: Ltd., announce the 
screening of the British film 
“Blighty” at the City Hall. 

JOHANNESBURG 

African Theatres, Ltd., is bringing 
out to this country important names 
of the theatrical world. The latest 
is Phyllis Neilson-Terry and her 
company, including Frank Freeman, 
D. J. Williams, Eugene Leahy, Gere 
ald Pemberton, Altholl Fleming, 
Andrew Churchman, Louise Regnis, 
Gladys Dale and Lumena Edwardes, 
The company opened at His Ma- 
pesty’s theatre Oct. 31 with “Sweet 
Nell of Old Drury,” scoring a big 
hit. Fine acting and production. 

The Empire attracted good busi- 
ness with vaudeville. Week Oct. 31: 
Rebe Kesslova, violinist; Blake and 
Hazel Dean, dancers; Stoll and 
Steward, song and patter; the Lam- 
pinos, American comedy illusionists; 
Jimmy Greyville, comedy musical 


act; Les Augustines, barrel jump- 
ers: ballet. Week Nov. 7: Leslie 
Elliott, songs at the piano; Four 


Phillips, acrobatic jugglers; Maggio 
Trio, French gymnasts; Rebe Kess- 
lova, Blake and Hazel Dean, Stoll 
and Steward, Lampinos, ballet. 

Bijou (African Theatres, Ltd.)—~ 
Business. good. Films recently 
screened: “Carmen,” “The Eagle,” 
“Wind of Chance,” “Irene.” 

Orpheum (African Theatres, Ltd.) 
—Bio-vaudeville theatre getting 
good patronage. 

Percy Hutchison, English actor, 
and company, touring around Rho- 
desia 

Fred Duprez is doing well over 
here. 

Alfred Mirovitch, well-known pi- 
anist, is touring South Africa. 
DURBAN (NATAL) 
Theatre Royal—Closed. 
Criterion—Popular bio-vaudeville 
theatre. Week Oct. 31: Leslie El- 


Jj liott, songs at the piano; Four Phil- 


lips, acrobatic jugglers; Miniature 
Marie, comedienne; pictures. Week 
Nov. 7: Ronald Frankan’s “Cabaret 
Kittens”; pictures. 

A Richard Dix Club is 
formed in Durban. 

Sole Bros.’ Australian circus and 
menagerie located around Durban. 
The Rodney Girls (3), daughters of 
Charles Rodney, well-known pro- 
fessional and African Theatres, Ltd., 
manager, are reported doing well 
over in Australia. The girls intend 
visiting the States, and their show 
is recommended. 

The Durban Town Council has de- 
cided to take steps to have dog rac- 
ing banned in Natal. 

The Durban Amusement Syndi- 
cate put over Charleston and waltz- 
ing contests in the Town Hall. The 
attraction carried a lot of interest 
to local dancers, with two prizes of 
$250 each. 


being 





accused of being connected with a 
dope ring. 

In “Queen of the Moulin Rouge” 
also appeared May Maloney, a show- 
girl. She had been a Newport shop- 
girl and married the rich and fash- 


Plenty Cold; Little Heat; 
No Place for Shows 








ionable Raynor Wells, son of Mrs. 
William Storrs Wells, who has a 
Newport estate. Raynor died and 
his widow has revisited Newport. 

Still another member of that same 
musical comedy was Francis X. 
Bushman, destined for fame and 
fortune as a movie star, destined 
also to be divorced by two wives, 
his children by the first wife now 
doing well as Francis X. Bushman, 
Jr., movie juvenile, and Mrs. Jack 
Conway, wife of a picture director. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Frank Vance Storrs 
and their daughters, the Misses 
Caroline and Anne, are giving a re- 
ception and dance tonight, Dec. 14, 
in the Palm Garden of the Ritz for 
Ruth Elder and Capt. Haldeman.” 
The show business ought to be espe- 
cially interested in that announce- 
ment, for Mr. Storrs is none other 
than the former Frank V. Strauss, 
who accumulated a large fortune 
publishing theatre programs. He 
changed his name some years ago 
and later secured possession of a 
parterre box at the Metropolitan 
opera house, where his wife's jewels 
outshine *those of the Vanderbilts 
and Astors. 

In another box one sees Mrs. 
Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sheridan 
S. Norton. 


SAILINGS 


Dec. 24 (New York to Paris) 
Kirby and DeGage (Ile de France). 

Dec. 16 (New. York to Paris), 
August Janssen, Sr., (Paris). 

Dec. 15 (London to New York) 
Arch Selwyn, Lucille Valentine 








(Leviathan). 


London, Dec. 20. 

“Whispering Wires,” arriving at 
the Apollo last night (Monday), was 
politely received, but its success is 
doubtful. 

There really isn’t a chance for 
any show here at present because 
of zero weather, with insufficient 
heat in the theatres. 


“Sadie Dupont” on Sun. 
London, Dec, 20. 

A special performance of “Sadie 

Dupont,” splendid melodrama, was 


given by the Repertory Players 
Sunday night. 
Reception decideary enthusiastic. 


English Royalties Soar 


London, Dec. 20. 





Certified accountant’s figures of 
money sent by Clayton & Waller as 
authors’ and composers’ fees for 
rights to American plays produced 
in London during the last two and 
a half years, amount to $750,000. 

At present they are paying at the 
rate of $5,000 per week. 


Lonsdale’s Unnamed 
London, Dec. 20. 

Frederick Lonsdale’s new musical, 
coming into Daly’s in February, has 
yet to be named. 

Principals include 
Albert Mundin and 
smith. 


La ye, 
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LONDON AS IT LOOKS — 


By HANNEN SWAFFER 


London, Dee. 8. 

When I called in, the other afternoon, to have tea with a dowager 
auchess, dreary in her dotage, I found her wet with tears. Having been 
to see “The Fool,” nearly every time it was played in London, and know- 
ing by heart the ecstatic criticisms they gave to “The Enemy,” with its 
-patent recipe for stopping war, she had bought a book by Channing Pol- 
lock, whom she worshiped, a book called “The Footlights, Fore and Aft.” 
Alas! it was written sixteen years ago, when it was another Channing 
who wrote. 





Why the Dowager Cried 

No wonder the lady cried. Her idol was shattered. When she came 
#o the chapter, “Some People I Have Lied About,” her agony was too 
much to see. 

For Channing, in that chapter, had told of his press agent days, those 
days in which he learned to put over “The Fool.” 

“The press agent may be described in two words aa a ‘professional 
flar,’”’ confessed Pollock. “I became one of the Guild of Annaniases some 
10 or 12 years ago, and I may say, without egotism, that during the period 
ef my membership I lied industriously, conscientiously, and with a fair 
degree of success.” 

The Saint Who Once Sinned 

I, as a journalist, regret not so much the laté lying of Mr. Pollock, as 
the fact that he cannot even spell Ananias properly. He spells the first 
half of the word like Anna Held. 

Well, the dowager duchess distressed me. 

“To think that that saintly man was once a paid liar,” she said, “and 
a Har, too, who earned more money by boasting about it afterwards in 4 
book.” ’ 

I hastened to assure her that probably Mr. Pollock was not even sincere 
fm his confessions. That consoled her a little. 

When I told her that, on the fly-leaf of the presentation copy of “The 
Fool,” which Channing Pollock gave me, he wrote, “I was a stranger and 
ye took me in.” She replied: 

“Yes, but he took me in.” 





The Wonder of Ernest Truex 

Ernest Truex certainly is popular in London. I believe if any other 
man had appeared in “Good Morning, Bill,” it would have evoked derision. 

P. G. Wodehouse, the author, is, of course, now in America. His charm- 
ing wife, who came up to me on the first night of “Oh, Kay,” after the first 
act, and therefore said to me, “How do you think it is going?” and then 
agreed with me it hadn't gone very well, asked me the same question 
after the first act of “Good Morning, Bill.” I was very tactful. 

But Truex got away with it al!l, because of his charm. When, in his 
speech, he said that it was quite a different kind of first night from those 
seen lately—this was a reference, of course, to “Sirocco”—the whole house 
roared with laughter. 

When he said he had a nice English home in Shepherd’s Market, and 
he wished all the audience could come and see him there, and how he had 
two sons at school in England, and he never wanted to go home, he made 
us all love him. F 

I do hope Truex has got a success. His acting in “The Fall Guy” and 
“The First Year” established him here as an artist, but he wasn’t put 
over properly. They were better plays that Wodehouse’s, but the third 
one looks like being a success. 

Arise, Sir Rocco! 

Yes, “Sirocco” is still the talk of the town, so much so that the joke of 
London is about J. M. Gatti’s approaching knighthood, for that part owner 
of the Adelphi and vaudeville theatres is chairman of the London County 
Council, and, as such, entitled to a knighthood in a few weeks’ time. 

His partner is his brother, Rocco, and Archie de Bear ig saying, “If it 
were the other Gatti, the King would have to say, ‘Arise, Sir Rocco.’” 

Noel Coward’s letters to his friends about the first night are as charm- 
ing as his wont. He is thanking them for their wires in his own hand- 
writing and adding, “I hope you enjoyed the French Revolution.” 

I suppose he means that everybody on the stage lost their heads. 

The Pale Young Things 

I have received about a score of anonymous letters from Ivor Novello’s 
fans accusing me, for one thing, of being so deaf that I mistook applause 
for booing. 

All the pale young things are agitated into punkish pallidity. They sit 


im corners and cry on their lily hands. Why blame me? I did not write 
“Sirocco.” 





A Trap Door for Safety 

Jack Hulbert’s first night speech after “Clowns in Clover” had a side- 
slip reference to the “Sirocco” boos. 

He had come up a trap door just before for his last entrance. “I had 
@ trap door made so that if the reception were unfavorable I could drop 
down again,” he said. He had no need to be afraid. 

Archie Selwyn told me afterwards that “Clown in Clover” was the 
Nearest approach to “George White’s Scandals” he had ever seen. 

It is simple enough in form, but it is staged with such cheerfulness of 
personality that you cannot find fault. It is amazing to think that Jack 
Hulbert, who came down from Cambridge and married Robert Court- 
neidge's daughter, Cecily, used to be accused of being a grinning amateur. 
When Cecily first went on the stage, people used to say, “Oh, here’s Court- 
neidge pushing his daughter again,” she was so bad. They have drilled 
themselves, since, into an infinity of skilfulness., 

The Triumph of Cecily ° 

Cecily Courtneidge, as a comic, is ten times as good as Beatrice Lillie 
at her best. 

Her burlesque of a French revue artist, two or three middle-aged wo- 
men, a modern stage dancer and a youth of the Vesta Tilley type were 
gems of artistry. 

I think you liked Cecily Courtneidge when she was on your side, 
has improved immeasurably since those days, 

“You're wonderful, Cecily,” shouted the gallery. 

_ They often shout that at floppy shows. This time they were right. 


“Yellow Mask” Not Right; KEMP-DE BEAR SHOWS 


London. Dee. 20. T. D. Kemp is in London this 

Out of town reports state that | Week, where he will produce a mu- 

Edgar Wallace’s melodrama, “The |*!°@! revue in association with 
Yellow Mask,” is unsatisfactory ana | “"Chle DeBear. 

will have to be rewritten before Kemp and DeBear will also pro- 


She 





coming in. duce “Votes for Men,” by John 
Milton Hagen, American play- 
wright. 
MANGAN LOANED ” 





London, Dec. 20. 

Management of the Plaza, Loew 
Picture house, has loaned Francis 
Mangan to stage productions for 
the opening of the huch Broadway |the Palace revue, having just sub- 
type cinema, Stratford. mitted to an operation. She is re- 

Plaza’s Tiller girls wiill be in the | ported progressing satisfactorily at 
Premier show. the hospital 


THE TILLER DANCING SCHOOLS 


Jenny Golder Under Knife 


Paris, Dec, 20, 
Jenny Golder is indefinitely out of 
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WILL MAHONEY 


The New York “Telegraph” in re- 
viewing “Take the Air” said: “Will 
Mahoney is great Last night he 
clicked and clicked and clicked. He 
danced his audience into an honest 
panic, only to wow them anew with 
his mugging. This Mahoney chap 
is set on Broadway for life.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








CASINO REVUE, 
PARIS, SCORES 


Two Other Productions 
Well Received 


Paris, Dec. 20. 

L. Volterra launched successfully 
his new Casino revue last week 
under the title of “Wings of Paris” 
at the Casino de Paris. Maurice 
Chevalier returns as the principal 
luminary, although his wife, Yvonne 
Valle, is not in the company this 
time. 

The new winter show bears the 
signatures of A. Willemetz, Saint 
Granier and Jean Le Seyeux, while 
in the cast are Danielle Bregis, 
Therese Dorny, Horam and Myrtil, 
Jack Forester, Suzanne O'Nil, 
Rocky Twins, Pasquali (formerly of 
the Odeon), Steading Sisters, Char- 
lotte Martens, Miss Florence, Bach, 
Tiller girls, and Pierre Meyer. Paul 
Gason conducts. 

Double Bill 

Elsewhere the pre-holiday season 
is not marked by much production 
activity. The Ataller company at 
the Theatre Montmartre, presented 
successfully a revival of “L’Even- 
tail” (“The Fan”) as half a double 
bill. The cast includes Georges 
Carpentier, Raymond Rouleau, Ed 
Beauchamp, Annie Cariel and Isa- 
belle Kloucowsky. 

The second part is Marcel Ac- 
hard’s piece “Celufi qui vivait sa 
mort” (“He Who Lived His Own 
Death”), mounted by Touchagues 
and played by Charles and Marcelle 
Dullin. 

Following “Dancing Mothers” at 
the Femina, Andre Gailhard pre- 
sents, beginning Dec. 17, a new com- 
edy by Andre Amiel called 
“L’Image” (“The Portrait”). The 
plot: Young lovers are parted after 
a brief intrigue, each going his and 
her way and marrying in the course 
of time. 

They do not meet, but for 20 years 
the memory of their young love is 
fresh in their minds, They are 
brought together again in middle 
age through a portrait. They re- 
sume the old relation for a brief 
time, but soon realize that time has 
destroyed their romance and sadly 
separate. 

Suzanne Despres and Jean Worms 
head the cast. 


“Deck” Average $27,000 


London, Dec, 20. 

The average takings for “Hit the 
Deck,” at the London Hippodrome, 
are at the rate of $3,000 per per- 
formance, nine performances per 
week, making a weekly average of 
$27,000. 

“The Girl Friend,” at the Palace 
(smaller capacity), is doing $2,500 
per performance, eight weekly, $20,- 








000 weekly. 


RUDINOFF REMEMBERED 


London, Dec. 20. 
Rudinoff made his reappearance 
at the Coliseum (vaude) yesterday 
(Monday) after an absence of two 
years. 
He was warmly welcomed. 
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NEW ENGLISH LAW PREVENTS 





MENTION OF ACTRESS’ NAME 


Professional Name of Divorce Applicant Withheld 
From Type—She Admitted Adultery—Husband 


Known in Show Biz as 
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EMMETT FLYNN’S WRIT 
AGAINST C. B. SEELYE 
American Picture Actor Left 


England With Allened Claim 
Against Amer. Promoter 





London, Dec. 26. 

Before Pmmett Flynn, the Amer- 
jean screen actor, lately left here 
for New York, he caused to have is- 
sued, through a local attorney, a 
writ against C. B. Seelye for dam- 
ages for retention or conversion of 
personal property, with another 
sum demanded as damages for an 
alleged assault upon him by Seelye. 

Flynn’s attorney states he has no 
details of the claims made and says 
he knows nothing of the particulars 
beyond the endorsements upon the 
writ. 

Seelye is an American picture 
promoter, known in picture circles 
on both sides of the water. He as- 
serts that he removed clothes from 
the Piccadilly Hotel after having 
paid Flynn's hotel bill there, 
amounting to $1,035. He claims to 
have advanced Flynn other moneys, 
to secure which, Seelye states, 
Flynn gave him a mortgage upon a 
story called “The Houseboat on the 
Styx.” He denies the assault 
charge. 

Seelye says he will return every- 
thing he holds of Flynn's upon the 
latter repaying him the amount 
Seelye alleges due him. 

Flynn is said to have lived some 
of the time with Seelye when in 
London, 

The assault is alleged to have 
occured in Seeley’s apartment in 
the presence of a witness. The case 
was investigated by the American 
Consulate here after it had been re- 
ported to them that Flynn had 
three ribs broken, The London po- 
lice were called in but Flynn re- 
fused to press the assault charge. 





Emmett J. Flynn has returned to 
this side. He was formerly with 
Fox and is reported having re- 
turned or about to return as an 
actor to that picture organization. 

Cc. B. Seelye has been abroad for 
some time. 


EROTIC BUT ARTISTIC 
IS ‘SIMOUN’; AND HOW! 


London, Dec. 20. 

A new society of Sabbath players 
went to bat Sunday night at the Q 
theatre with “The Simoun,” from 
the French of Lenormand, banned 
by the censor here. 

It merely has to do with the de- 
velopment of the sex desire of a 
father for his own daughter because 
of the girl’s -resemblance to the 
mother, whom he adored. 

Might call it somewhat erotic, 
but always and very artistic, and 
how! 





Voiceless “Sylvia” 


London, Dec, 296. 

“Syivia,” musical version of 
“Mary Quite Contrary,” was nicely 
greeted by a friendly audience upon 
its premiere at the Vaudeville last 
Thureday, Dec. 15. 

The first night gathering kindly 
overlooked the fact that there are 
no singers in the cast. 

The show is almost a certain fall- 
ure and the house is seeking a suc- 
cessor, 





Gordon Failed to Provide 





London, Dec. 26. 

A new law which prevents the 
sensationalizing of divorce proceed- 
ings in England stopped every 
newspaper this morning (Tuesday) 
from mentioning the identity of the 
actress described in court as Mra. 
Gertrude Alice Dagmar Howley, re- 
siding at John street, Mayfair. The 
applicant obtained a divorce from 
her husband, described as Francis 
Xavier Howley, professionally 
known by the name of Gordon, the 
atrical producer. 

Everybody in court and each of 
the dailies knew who the actress 
was when in exercising his discre- 
tion in her favur, in consequence 
of her own admitted adultery with 
two men, Lord Merrivale, the judge, 
sald this was a case where a 19- 
year-old girl had been seduced by 
& man at a time when that man was 
in a position of authority in the 
theatrical world to which the giri 
belonged; that the husband never 
maintained his wife and child, ap- 
parently thinking that from that 
time onward he might live on the 
earnings of his wife. 


JOIN TO HOLD 
DOWN ROYALTY 


But English Producers 
Miss Important Firm 











London, Dec. 20. 

Sir Alfred Butt, R. H. Gillespie, 
Jack Buchanan and Lee Ephraim 
have settled upon a working agree- 
ment to combat the high prices pald 
for English rights to American stage 
successes. 

Clayton and Waller were asked te 
join the movement but so far have 
not signed. It is believed the late 
ter firm is either considering ea 
counter offer to work with Charles 
Gulliver or may continue independ- 
ently as at present. 

If Clayton and Waller could be 
included in the new combination it 
would practically establish a mon- 
opoly on imported American pro- 
ductions here, which could dictate 
its own royalty money scale. 


Over and Back Arch 
Lendon, Dec. 26, 
Arch Selwyn pulled out of here 
Thursday (Dec. 15) for New York 
on the Leviathan. 
Tie’s due back again Jan. 16. 





f 











London Wants ‘Ramblers’ 


' 
Tondon, Dec. 20. | 
Henry Sherek has cabled an offer | 
to New York, on behalf of Charles! 
Gulliver, for “The Ramblers.” 
The idea is to produce the Philip | 
Goodman musical in February, pro 
vided Clark and McCullough and 
Marie Saxon are available. 
It’s unlikely the three stars of 
“The Ramblers” will go to London 
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RE-INDICTMENT OF 


41 


L. A. JULIAN OIL CONSPIRACY 





Toplitzky, Mayer, Chotiner, Ramish and Flint Among 


Those Previously Dismissed, but Again Indicted | 


—D. A.’s Office Wouldn’t Accept Dismissals 











+ 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20 os 
7 sar ; ; “veo “é 4 ” 
For the second time in seven | Cut and Titled 
months, the Los Angeles ee A 
grand jury indicted 41 men with ———— 


conspiracy to commit usury because | 
their profits in Julian Petroleum | 
Corporation stock pools netted over | 
12 per cent. a year, 

These indictments were brought 
by the grand jury after two supe- 
rior court judges had dismissed the 
cases against some of the men when 
it was shown that they were inno- 
cent of wilful conspiracy. 

It is said that the reindictments 
on all came about through refusal 
of representatives in the district at- 
torney’s office to permit the dismis- 
gal of an indictment against Wil- 
liam Rhodes Hervey, vice-president 
of the Pacific South West Bank, 
which concern was the original 
backer of the Warner Brothers Pic- 
ture interests. 

Tt is claimed that the district at- 
torney felt that any banker indicted 
should not be dismissed as were 
others who had joined pools at the 
instigation of brokers and finan- 
ciers. 

Some feeling, it is said, brought 
about the reindictment of several 
people connected with the picture 
industry, who had been absolved by 
the court .of wilful conspiracy. 
These men include Joseph Toplitzky, 
Louis B. Mayer and H. W. Chotiner. 

Thirty-five of the men who were 
reindicied appeared in court and 
filed bonds, while the other six out 
of town were represented by coun- 
ae). 

Adolph Ramish, indicted last June 
and against whom.-charges had been 
dismissed, was among those rein- 
dicted, as was Motley Flint, local 
banker, who in the past has financed 
a number of picture propositions. 
Flint was the organizer of one of 
the pools which made more than 
the legal rate of interest. 

Pleas of not guilty were made by 
@li before Superior Court Judge 
Hardy. 











Brewster’s Auction Sale 
$50,000 Under Program 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20, 
Fugene V. Brewster, magazine 
publisher and husband of Corliss 





Palmer, fell around $50,000 short 
of expectations on a three-day auc- 
tion sale. Brewster and his wife 
have decided to give up house- 
keeping. 

Maybe the sale hawks didn’t 
realize the value of the stuff 
Brewster prized, but an _ Italian 


Renaissance settee, valued at $2,000, 


went for $165 and a painting by 
Janet Hart, also held at $2,000, 
finally sold for $110. 

For the painting the bidding 
etarted at $1. When the woman 


who made this bid was asked how 
she estimated the value she replied, 
“I like the frame.” 





Diana Miller Dies 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Diana Miller, 24, screen actress 
and wife of George Melford, Uni- 
versal director, died Dec. 18 at Pot- 
tinger Sanitorium, Monrovia, Cal., 
from a triple hemorrhage of the 
lungs. She was a former Fox play- 
er and had been ill for eizht months. 

Carl Laemmle ordered production 
on “Freedom of the Press” stopped 
for a week out of deference to Mr. 
Melford, who was directing. 





Wampas Directors 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Ray Davidson and John LeRoy 
Johnson have been appointed co- 
@irectors of the Wampas Frolics, 
to be staged at the Ambassador 
hotel Feb. 25. 

They wil! serve without pay. For- 
mer directors of the Frolics have 
been paid. 


Holt and Columbia 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Jack Holt is negotiating with Co- 
Iumbia Picirr to star in a series 





ef comedy dramaa ‘ 4 


The following official 
nouncement was sent out by 
H. Wayne Pierson, head of 
Universal's road show depart- 
ment, upon the occasion of his 
fourth son: 

“Mr. and Mrs. H. Wayne 
Pierson beg to make their an- 
nual announcement of a new 
Baby Boy. This edition as 
new as Ford’s latest model, but 
with a squeak that reminds 
one of Model T. Mother doing 
well. Father working for Cari 
]Laemmle, 

“To be cut and titled Dec. 20.” 


~ inl 


S. F. Hoffman Arrested; 
Got $500 Off Upstate Man 


Charged with the alleged larceny 
of $500, Samuel Fenimore Hoffman, 
28, picture producer and film sales- 
man, of 3815 West 79th street, was 


an- d 
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ROSCOE AILS 


Mer. Lockwood, Cameo, Bristol, 
held Roseoe Ails over for special 
Sunday concert and turned hun- 
dreds away. Mr. Katinski, owner of 
the Cameo, Jersey City, had to stop 
selling tickets at eight-thirty last 
Sunday night. Side aisles were 
jammed clear down to the orchestra 
pit. Where Roscoe Ails plays, you 
will find the crowds, 


Direction WARD & SINGER 








NEW FASHION SHOP 
BACKED BY STARS 


Howard Greer Opening Clothes 





arraigned in West Side Court be- 
fore Magistrate Earl Smith. Hoff- 
man, through his attorney, David 
M. Schwartz, 225 Broadway, ob- 
tained an adjournment. 

Hoffman, tall, lithe and wearing 
spats, was arrested at his home by 
Detective James McDonnell, of the 
West 68 street station. Hoffman 
was at dinner at the time. He was 
considerably agitated when the 
sleuth told him that he was wanted 
in Watertown, N. Y. 

The “producer” was arrested on a 
telegram, McDonnell stated. The 
detective charged him at first with 
being a fugitive but the charge was 
subsequently changed. Magistrate 
Maurice Gottlieb admitted Hoffman 
to bail. 

According to the story told re- 
porters by McDonnell, he said that 
he understood that Hoffman visited 
Watertown, N. Y., recently. He be- 
came acquainted with Erwin Crast, 
contractor, of Watertown. The 
salesman was to take pictures of 


Crast and his wife. McDonnell 
stated. 

Hoffman declined to comment 
about his arrest except to state 
that it was purely a_ business 
transaction, He declared that Crast 


and he were to enter into partner- 
ship in motion pictures, He said 
that Crast had paid him $500 but 
was to invest $1,500 more.. 

He never received the latter 
amount. Consequently, Hoffman 
stated, he was unable to draw up 
the partnership papers. 


“Kings” in Non-Heated 


Premiere at Oakland 
Oakland, Cal., Dec. 20. 

“King of Kings” opened a -two 

weeks’ engagement at the 12th 

Street (Old Orpheum) under direc- 


location. of the theatre. 


shift for themselves, 


in overcoats. 


hawk their”wares’ in front of the 





PRIVATE TESTIMONY 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Deposition of Charles H. Duell i 


in private before a notary public. 


‘for both sides. 





Alice Joyce’s British Made 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Alice Joyce will leave for Engian: 
in January 








London. 
Miss Joyce w new in New Xurk. 


tion of Orpheum circuit and got off 
to a bad start, dug in part to the 


Weather was cold and this was 
not improved at the premier when 
a thrifty management turned off 
the steam leaving the customers to 
By the time 
the second part of the Biblical pic- 
ture was on the house was swathed 


The only real laugh of the even- 
ing was provided as the house emp- 
tied and the taxi bandits began to 


theatre, the cry being: “Steam hert- 


his $5,000,000 breach of contract suit 
against Lillian Gish will be taken 


The ruling by Superior Judge Ray 
Schauer was agreed to by attorneys 


to star in a Harley 
Knoles production to be made in 


Salton in Hollywood—$100,- 
- 000 to Fit Out and Tea Daily 





Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Hollywood will have a new kind 
of premiere Dec. 22, when Howard 
Greer, Inc., opens its new fashion 
salons, sponsored and financed by 
many screen and stage celebrities. 

Stockholders in the company in- 
clude Olive Borden, Betty Bronson, 
Fannie Brice, Betty Compson, Do- 
lores Costello, Bebe Daniels, Jetta 
Goudal, Trixie Friganza, Mrs. Ru- 
pert Hughes, Dorothy Mackaill, Pola 
Negri, Anna Q. Nillson, Gretta Nis- 
sen, Daphne Pollard, Esther Ral- 
ston, Lillyan Tashman, Florence 
Vidor, Virginia Valli, Lois Wilson 
and Peggy Wood. 

The board of directors governing 
the business end of the institution 
includes Charles Christie, Victor H. 
Clarke, Milton M. Cohen, Howard 
Greer, Edwin King, Mrs. Florine 
Williams and Larry Wood. 

The House of Greer, as it will be 
known, occupies a two-story house, 
forming part of a Spanish court 
constructed by Fred Thompson and 
Francés Marion in the heart of 
Hollywood’s business center. Over 
$100,000 was spent in furnishing 
and decorating the many salons and 
dressing rooms, 

There are three large salons in 
addition to an open air patio, 
where tea will be served each after- 
noon, 

Prior to organizing this venture, 
Howard Greer was associated for 
the past four years with Para- 
mount-Famous-Lasky west coast 
studio, where he acted as chief de- 
signer. 

















Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


sonally directed DeMille production 





Renee Adoree as Star 


‘ Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
ed taxis here.” They did a sturdy 
business. 
two years more with the company 
writing three stories a year. 

Col. Tim McCoy, 


1} company for another year, as wil 


of her contract. 





Los Angeles, Dec 20. 


Birmingham-Southern 

!}judge in the final selection 

campus beauties this year. 
Gloria Swanson was 





\b. De Milla 


John Battan, English actor, two 
months in America and with no 
screen experience, has been select- 
ed by DeMille for a feature role in 
“The Godless Girl,” the next per- 


Three new contracts have been 
signed by M-G-M. Laurence Stail- 
ings has been engaged to remain for 


the M-G-M 
western star, will sojourn with the 


Renee Adoree, who will probably 
reach stardom during this portion 


Ben Lyon has been picked by 
College to 
of | vorite 


D the judge 
last year, and the year before, Cecil 








DIGGING UP 


Wednesday, December 21, 1997 


—_—_—_—_—_—— 


NEW GIRL FACES: 


= 


AUDITIONS IN 20 PUBLIX TOWNS 


' 
' 


Petroff Will Make Selections, Recommending to 


New York Headquarters—Available 
Girls Frightened by Hardship Stories 











$250,000 "Phone Calls| 





More than $250,000 is expend- 
ed annually by the picture stu- 
dios on the coast for telephone 
service, an increase of more 
than 150 per cent. over the pre- 
| | ceding years when metered 
| service was not in effect. This 
| condition has aroused many 

producers to appeal to em- 
ployees to be more conser- 
vative. The industry spent 
$50,000 to fight the phone com- 











pany two years ago on the 
proposed increase in rates 
which is now in efiect. 
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'W. P. Gray’s Diversified 
Will—Est. $750,000 


Lewiston, Me., Dec. 20. 

William P. Gray, late president of 
the Maine and New Hampshire 
Theatre Company, operating the 
Publix New England chain, left one 
of the most remarkable wills ever 
filed for probate here. While it had 
been reported that Gray’s estate 
amounted to nearly $10,000,000, the 
filing of the will disclosed a total 
of from $500,000 to $750,000. 


All of the churches of this city 
and Auburn (twin city), the syna- 
gogues, charitable and welfare or- 
ganizations, hospitals, newsboys, 
even people in the poorhouse, were 
remembered in the will. Mr. Gray 
had made his home and headquar- 
ters in Lewiston for the last 16 
years, or since he first came here, 
and started the organization of one 
of the greatest chain of theatres in 
the United States. 


Mr. Gray bequeathed to Miss 
Mary E. Morin, his nurse, $5,000 
with weekly payments of $40 from 
a trust fund of $20,000 and the right 
to occupy his newly built home 
here as long as she remains unwed 
or does not work for wages. His 
daughter, Mrs. Monita Gray Law- 
ton, of New York City, receives $30 
a week, after she becomes 30, from 
a $20,000 trust fund. It is under- 
stood that some weeks before his 
death Mr. Gray gave his daughter 
several large gifts. 

Opening of the will confirmed the 
often heard talk that Mr, Gray’s 





father and mother were alive. They 
are John L. Gray, of Joplin, Mo., 
and Mrs. E. Buster, of East St. 


Louis, both of whom are provided 
for as they were during their son’s 
life. The exact amount left to his 
parents was not given out nor was 
it mentioned in the will. Mr. Gray’s 
wife was not included in the will. 
Reports differ as to whether or not 
the couple had been divorced. She 





DE MILLE PICKS ENGLISH) xo is uncerstooa to be residing in 
ACTOR—NO EXPERIENCE 


New York City. 

Mr. Gray established three trust 
funds of $1,500 each, one for an an- 
nual entertainment for the news- 
boys, one to furnish.an annual en- 
tertainment for inmates of the 
almshouse and one to. provide 
Christmas dinners for the poor. 

Wills to Friends 

He also provided a fund of $10,- 
-| 000, which his executors and trus- 
tees may lend to such persons as 
were friends of Mr. Gray and are 
in need. 

The residuary legatee is St. 
Mary’s General Hospftal, of Lewis- 
ton. He disposed of all his per- 
sonal property, including wearing 
apparel and jewelry, etc., to a few 
friends. Mr. Gray’s establishment, 
including a garage and two import- 
ed automobiles, will be maintained 
}| 28 during his lifetime for the bene- 
fit of certain friends until such time 
as the trustees see fit to discontinue 
it. His extensive summer estate at 
East Winthrop was bequeathed to a 





© business te, y 
Ben Lyon Judging Beauts| 5,0 "°° °***°°""® George W. Lane 


The funeral of Mr.-Gray was con- 
ducted last Wednesday in the 
Strand at Lewiston, Mr. Gray’s fa- 
theatre. The body lay in 
state in the lobby from 10 a. m. to 
i p. m. and thousands of persons 
passed the casket, guarded by po- 
licemen, 
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Country 


Owing to a shortage of gir! talent 
and the need of new feminine faceg 
for picture houses, Publix officials 
are sending Boris Petroff, former 
Publix presentation director, on a 
tour of the country, starting Jan. 6, 
to select girls from twenty large 
cities and send those passine the 
required tests on to New York with 
a recommendation for the head of- 
fices. 

New faces are badly needed, ac- 
cording to the executive. While 
there are thousands of girls 
throughout the country who could 
make the grade, most are holding 
off on account of the spread of 
stories of hardships. 

There will be no effort to pick 
girls from New York city. 

The girls chosen by Petroff are 

not intended for any special unit 
for. the purpose of ballyhooing the 
theatre when one of the girls is 
playing in her home town, an ex- 
ploitation campaign carried out by 
Publix about six months ago. It 
is understood those sent to New 
York will be permanently assigned 
for training and work in Publix 
stage snows. 
Perto is going out in a unit en- 
titled “Havana,” in which he is to 
be featured as master of cere- 
monies. He will hold morning au- 
ditions in every city on the Publix 
time. . 


Florence Vidor Opposite 
Jennings in “Patriot” 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Florence Vidor will play the 
feminine lead opposite Emil Jan- 
nings in “The Patriot.” 
Miss Vidor for two years has been 
starred by Paramount. Her con- 
tract recently expired and it is une 
derstood an arrangement was made 
for her to continue as a feature 
player, payment to be based on @ 
per-picture basis. 
Also cast for this picture is Vera 
Veronina, Ernst Lubitsch will di- 
rect. Production starts Jan. 3. 








GAGGING XMAS TREE 


A Christmas tree will feature the 
AMPA mid-weekly luncheon tomore- 
row (Dec. 22) at the Cafe Boule- 
vard at 12:45 p. m. Each one at- 
tending must bring a gift not to 
cost more than 50c with a bit of 
verse or prose attached. 

There will also be a _ burlesque 
celebration. 

It’s a stag meeting. 








Loretta Young Opposite, 
Chaney in “Clown” 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Loretta Young, recently placed 
under eontract by First National, 
has been loaned to M-G-M to play 
opposite Lon Chaney in “Laugh 
Clown, Laugh.” 

This .production will be directed 
by Herbert Brenon. : 

Miss Young was chosen from 
amoung 45 people, with several of 
the M-G-M featured players among 
those turned down for the role. 


GERMAN COSTUMER IMPORTED 
Los Angeles, Dec 20. 

Paramount imported Herr Ali 
Hubert from Germany to design and 
supervise the costuming of Emil 
Jannings’ next production, “The 
Patriot,” which Ernst Lubitsch will 
direct. 

Hubert brought along 500 cos- 
tumes for the film, and will hav® 
entire charge of making the balance 
of the costumes on the Paramount 
lot. 








Author-Major on Spot 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Major Zinovi Petchkoff, battalion 
commander of the French Foreig® 
Legion, North Africa, arrives im 
Culver City in January to make the 
screen treatment of his book, “The 
Bugle Sounds.” 
He will also act as technical su° 





pervisor on the production. 
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PUBLIX-LOEW’S SHOW DEPT. 





ANY ‘TALKER’ AGREEMENT 
ENDED BY NEW TRADE FACTORS 


+ 





Several Makers of Mechanicals Change Aspect— 
Equipment Cost Too High Previously—Can Now 
Act Independently on Best Buys Offered 





An agreement between the five 
major producing companies, mem- 
bers of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America, 
not to use or distribute talking film 
subjects unless all of the five com- 
panies concerned go in for talkers, 
ts automatically ended through the 
invasion of the new field by several 
manufacturers of equipment. 

It is understood Paramount, 
Metro, First National and Pathe- 
P. D. C. were among those who first 
got together when discussions for 
the general use of Vitaphone were 
becoming frequent. 

The producers figured the asking 
price for installation and equipment 
too high. Though none of the ex- 
ecutives wanted to pay the price 
there was a chance that a com- 
peting company would make a tie- 
up with the manufacturers of the 
equipment, so forcing the others to 
enter the field. 

With competing equipment manu- 
facturers now placing their product 
on the market the producers no 
longer have to get together for pro- 
.tection since they can make terms 

for the most reasonable priced talk- 
ers offered. 


Grauman’s Ford Cars 
For House Presentation 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Sid Grauman has made a deal 
with Ford to show three of its 
latest models in his theatre. 

Ford in the east had turned down 
“ali press agents. Grauman had 
Fddie Perkins, his exploitation man, 
get in touch with the Ford factory 
in Detroit and explain to them that 
Sid would put on a special pre- 
sentation in which the new Ford 
car would be featured. 

The Ford people fell and shipped 
to Grauman a sedan model, road- 
ster model and coupe model. 

Grauman arranged the presenta- 
tion in such a way that it is en- 
tertainment besides being a ballyhoo 
for the Ford people. This presenta- 
tion was put on the stage in ad- 
dition to the regular Grauman pre- 
sentation which is being used with 
the screen showing of “The 
Gaucho.” 








Beaverbrook for Coast 
By Way of Canada 


London, Dec. 20. 

Lord Beaverbrook, the power be- 
hind Provincial Cinematograph 
Theatres, sailed from here last 
Thursday (Dee, 15) for Canada, ac- 
companied by his two sons and also 
Lord Castlerosse, Capt. Michael 
Wardle and Gordon, who is to be 
editor of Lord Beaverbrook’s new 
afternoon paper. 

The party is expected to visit 
Hollywood after Canada. 





Barrymore at $20,000 


John Barrymore at $20,000 a week 
is being offered by Lyons & Lyons 
to either the Capitol or Roxy, New 
York, for a stage appearance. 
Through its West Coast manager, 
William Rowland, the Lyons agency 


has the booking rights to Barry- 
more.’ 


Other screen names arranged for | 
by Rowland are Pat O'Malley, in a! 


sketch by Andy Rice and now play- 
ing for Pan on the coast at $2,500, 
and Priscilla Dean who comes east 
for Loew's. 


Imogene Opposite Reg 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20 
Be Yourself,” Universal's next 
for Reginald Denny, will have Mary 
Nolan (Imogene Wilson) opposite 
the star. 
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Xmas Grosses for 
Critics Held Down 





Inquiry around the movie 
companies indicates that the 
annual epidemic of question- 
able cigars, perfume and gaudy 
knick-knacks for movie critics 
will not be forthcoming this 
season. 

The practice of gifts to the 
reviewing fraternity at holiday 
time has been expiring during 
the last few seasons, along with 
the press agents’ expense ac- 
counts. 

Some of the small independ- 
ents are suspected of prepara- 
rations for a distribution of 
largesse, but even this is ex- 
pected to be modest in com- 
parison to the mad, glad days 
of yore. 

At least one New York daily, 
“Times,” has previously in- 
structed its movie men to re- 
turn to donor any Yuletide 
§ gratuities. 


“KINGS” AND “ALLAH” 
FAIL TO STIR LONDON 


London, Dec. 20. 

‘King of Kings” (P.D.C.) and 
“Garden of Allah” (M-G) opened 
here last week. Neither picture is 
apt to burn up the town. 

At the Covent Garden “Kings” 
was received in a dead silence. The 
Biblical film is looked upon here as 
slow, dull and lacking in drama and 
sincerity. On the other hand, pub- 
lic curiosity may get it a fair busi- 
ness. 

Ingram’s “Garden,” at the Tivoll, 
is generally regarded ‘as old fash- 
ioned, despite its splendid atmos- 
phere. 

“Ben-Hur” returns to this house 
for just six evening performances, 
commencing Dec, 26. 


State Dept. Inquiring 
On French Film Proposal 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

The State Department has in- 
structed the American Embassy in 
Paris to make a complete investi- 
gation of proposed French restric- 
tive legislation effecting American 
pictures. 

This is the first time the State 
Department has taken official notice 
of discriminatory foreign measures 
against American films. 























Chaplin’s ‘Circus’ Set for 
P. C. F.’s London House 


London, Dec. 20. 
One of the first effects of the 
Loew-United’ Artists-Standard film 
affiliation here is that Chaplin's 
“The Circus” will open at the New 
Gallery, Provincial Cinematograph 

Theatres’ principal London house. 
P. Cc. T. stock is largely held by 


a 


Vita Act : Act Taken Out 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 





What is believed to be the first 
instance where a Vitaphone act 
(working) has come under the 
classification of “Ill or Injured” was lit 
an occurence at the Embassy. 

An operator, in rewinding the 
Mary Lewis record, cracked the} 


film so badly that it had to be re- 
moved from the program. | 

It was necessary to sul ute an- |} 
other subject. 
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STAGE SHOWS ALL 
FROM ONE SOURCE 


Type Stage Bills for Differ- 
ent Class Houses—Small- 
er Theatres Cannot Stand 
Cost of High-Powered De 
Luxe Presentations—One 
Unit Will Operate All 
Stages of Merged Show 
Departments —In_ Effect 
Immediately 


52-WEEK ROUTE 


Publix and Loew’s have merged 
their stage production departments 
to become fully effective in about 
a month. 

This includes all picture houses 
of both circuits and takes in the 
Capitol and Paramount on Broad- 
way. Figuratively, the agreement 
means joint operation of all stages 
from footlights to backwalls. 

It is a move to standardize and 
pool the production resources of 
both circuits, plus an eye on 
economics—the outgrowth of the 
“little houses” eating up the profits 
of the “big houses,” the smaller 
houses not being able to stand off 
the overhead of unit stage attrac- 
tions. 

Neither circuit will lose its pro- 
duction identity in the move, Loew 
augmenting Publix’s already estab- 
not just an experiment. Loew 
houses will get the backstage 
equipment now necessary in all 
Publix theatres. 

40 Weeks Now 

The basis of the merger is the 
turning out of stage show units to 
tour Loew and Publix theatres. At 
the present time the combine can 
play a unit for about 40 weeks. By 
Sept. 1 it is expected that any unit 
will be able to have a full year’s 
route of 52 weeks. 

Each organization will assume a 
proportionate share of the expense 
in maintaining stage show produc- 
tion costs and the affiliation is stat- 
ed by officials to be definite and 
not just an experiment. 

It is figured that in those cities 
in which Loew and Publix are 
jointly and financially interested in 
the same theatres, the combined 
producing power will be working 
for both ends, but where either cir- 
cuit’s houses are in direct opposi- 
tion to the other a problem is 
created which will be worked out 
at a future date. 

The new producing outfit will take 
over Baltimore, Washington and 
Pittsburgh, cities previously with- 
cut Publix representation, and also 
those theatres in Kansas City and 
Cleveland which Loew has been 
solely operating back and front. 

In New York this merger will 
affect the five Loew houses to be 
built which have a total seating 
capacity of 24,000. 

Same Personnel 

There is no change in personnel 
contemplated. Both Loew and Pub- 
lix boards will sit in to criticise 
suggest and revise. This will prob- 
ably develop into certain types of 
stage shows for particularly desig- 
nated houses, the “small” and “big” 
house angle. 

Partington, Hale, Anderson, 
ris, Cambria, Foster, etc., will be 
turning out material for theatres 
belonging to both chains with Sam 
Katz, Louis K. Sidney, Sam Dem- 
bow and Ed. Schiller in a super- 
vising capacity. 

Should either firm desire to slip 
in a “name” attraction, the mat- 
ter is strictly up to whichever side 
wants to bolster a show in a de- 
s.ed town or house. 

Until an 
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EXHIBS ADVISED 


NOT TO TIE-UP 


WITH ADVENTISTS ON ‘SUNDAY’ 











Contract Approved 


Los Ameeien Dec. 20. 

At a special meeting of the 
directors of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences held last night (Mon- 
day) at the Roosevelt hotel, the 
proposed standard free lance 
contract was unanimously ap- 
proved and passed. This clears 
the track for the contract to go 
into use Jan. 1. 

A committee is now working 
on a similar contract to apply 
to movie writers and directors. 
The latter will be effective 
about March 1. 


COLLEEN MOORE 
GOING WITH U. A 


$175,000 Per Picture— 
McCormick on Salary 

















Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Upon the completion of her con- 
tract with First National, Colleen 
Moroe will join United Artists and 
her first production will be “Sunny.” 

Miss Moore's contract with United 
Artists, arranged with the consent 
of First National, provides that she 
receive $175,000 a film, and that 
John McCormick, her husband, who 
produces her pictures, get $2,500 a 
week salary. Under the First Na- 
tional arrangements, Miss Moore 
was getting $125,000 a picture and 
McCormick $2,000 a week as pro- 
ducer, 

Prior to agreeing with United Ar- 
tists, the proposition was presented 
to First National to meet, That or- 
ganization did not meet the figures. 

Miss Moore will goto work on the 
United Artists’ lot hecersscleed 1, 


Rialto fines Al Night 
New Year’s Eve at $2.20 


The Rivoli, 
will give 


Rialto and Paramount 
midnight performances 
New Year's Eve. The Rialto and 
Paramount wil) be scaled at $2.20 
and will have vaude to augment the 
feature. Same acts will play each 
house, 

The Rialto will probably remain 
open all night. Following the re- 
served seat midnight show, Publix 
plans to put “The Dove” on grind 
for the balance of the night, figur- 
ing there will be plenty of custom- 
ers on the streets until daybreak. 


Lew Cody as Indie 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


Lew Cody has returned from a 
vaude and picture house appearance 
tour and is establishing himself at 
the Tec Art Studios to become an 


| independent producer. 

Early in January he wil 
making *s of comedy 
| Similar to ones he 
Aileen Pring! 

Harry Joe 


A serie 





appeared in with 
at M-G-M. 





out! 


| manager of the Cody enterprises 
|}and how they want it out of 
|} Same “shop.” 
It is ind tood that before tl} 
;current week is over an off il 
taterment will be issued by P 
gnating Sam Dembow as a 


\ vi president in nat orgar 
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Letters Received From Seventh Day Adventists Of- 
fer to Back Exhibitors’ 
Fight—Other Faiths to Be First Considered 


+ 


Organizations’ Sunday 


Exhibitor organizations through- 
out the country are being advised 
by national and local officers not 
to pay any consideration to offers 
from the Seventh Day Adventists 
to back the fight for the Sunday 
opening law for picture houses in 
states faced with this problem. 

Letters from Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist are being sent to exhibitor 
officers, the church offering to al- 
lign its members with those the- 
atre owners asking for govern- 
mental legislation for Sunday open- 
ings. 

The argument advanced against 
working with the church officials ts 
that the Seventh Day Adventists 
are fundamentally opposed to ob- 
servance of Sunday as the Sab- 
bath in any case and want to use 
the theatre owners as a means of 
partially gaining headway in their 
movement. In this case the exhi- 
bitors might lose out with Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic 
churches of all denominations. 

The Seventh Day Adventists, 
though asking to work with the- 
atre owners for Sunday opening, 
have issued a notice to the effect 
that any member of the church at- 
tending a theatre or picture house 
at any time would be barred from 
the church. 


“DEALS” UNCHANGED 


Picture “deals” have remained 
Stationary the past week. Princi- 
pally at present is the bare possi- 
bility of the Stanley Company 
hooking up with the West Coast 
Theatres circuit, Not a movement 
in this so far, beyond the inside 
talk by the various bankers con- 
cerned. It's unlikely anything defi- 
nite will come out of it either way 
before the arrival of Harold B, 
Franklin, president of West Coast, 
in New York, during January. 

No definite report is heard of any 
connection Max Shoolman has made 
of his option on the Poli Circuit, 
that expires Jan. 1. It’s said that 
if William Fox had any particular 
interest in that deal, it hag cooled. 
A report persists Shoolman ts pre- 
pared to take over the operation. 
Another is that the Poli staff men 
are prepared to look for new fobs 
if Shoolman or Poli does not take 
care of them. 

Keith - Albee - Orpheum merger 
caused no excitement when official- 
ly announced, About the only re- 
sult so far has been to drop the 
Orpheum’s quotations to just 235, 
the price reported that the com- 
bined stock, changed one for one, 
will be first marketed at. Pre- 
viously Orpheum had gone to over 
26. The K-A-Orpheum transfer in 
consummation of the merger is due 
Jan. 15, 

The Saxe-West Coast deal is 
about cleaned up with the Skouras 
Brothers to operate the Saxe Cir- 
cuit for West Coast, another be- 
lieved banking connection. If there 
is a Finklestein & Ruben affilia- 








tion with the same group, the bank- 
ers probably will steer that. 
A common belief is that the 


bankers have been doing much 
manipulation of late in picture cir- 
cles, among themselves and by 
themselves. 





start | 
drainas | 


- “BOOM” "as TAYLOR 


f.os Angeles, Dec. 20 
— Parumount {Is planning to high 
oe} powel h Taylor across with the 
She plays Lorelie in 
Gentiemen Prefer Blondes” and 
| be sent to New York to make 
nia i ira s during the 
first wee of the picture, following 
K of one-nignters in 

on. 





— 


i 
A 
A 


oe whe 
«tel 


me 


Stycaros wher 


A RR nee ee 


te mem ee 


Py ene : eT aid ee Bd a =. 












































































































eran eee. 


TRAE A CMOS. 


NL TT SES 


new 


An tm gop 





ate Ang: oy 


pane, Wane 











es VARIETY 








PICTURES 





ANY ALIBI 0. K. FOR LAST WEEK — 
IN L. A. FILM HOUSES; TOP, $28,200 





John Gilbert’s Personal Draw Beat Remainder of 


Town by $10,000—Stage Show Holding Up— 


“Women’s Wares” 


in Poor House 





A 
- 





Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,350,000) 

Rain, Christmas shopping, short 
bankrolls, most anything one wants 
to offer became an alibi for the off 
business last week. Town had pilen- 
ty of the moisture, especially on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

John Gilbert proved that he is a 
strong boxoflice card when his pic- 
ture, “Man, Woman and Sin,” rated 
none too good, led the town by 
around $10,000 margin at the Metro- 
politan. There was a Fanchon and 
Marco stage show which measured 
up great, to give the screen picture 
entertainment ballast. 

Loew’s State got sort of a jolt 
playing Rex Ingram’s “Garden of 
Allah.” They did and did not like 
this one here with the majority no 
like. It caused business to drop 
around $7,000 under the week before, 
which was Abe Lyman’s final week. 

Grauman’s Chinese is still selling 
its entertainment on the value of 
the prolog, headed by Borrah Min- 
enitch and his gang and White and 
Manning, more than on the picture, 
“The Gaucho.” This Doug Fairbanks 
output is not the convincer the Sid 
Grauman stage show is for the au- 
diences. Carthay Circle on third 
week of “Sunrise” fared well for 
this time of year. 

“Helen of Troy,” with whirlwind 
exploitation and advertising cam- 
paign in which around $7,500 was 
expended by the releasing organiza- 
tion, did not get off to much of a 
start on first week in Million Dol- 
lar. “Old San Francisco,” with Vita 
in second week at Criterion dropped 
about 40 percent below the opening 
week. At Egyptian with Lon Cha- 
ney’s “London After Midnight” on 
screen and wow of Fanchon and 
Marco “idea” headed by Lynn Cow- 
an on stage, trade was normal, ex- 
cellent for this house. 

Boulevard with Gene Morgan as 
means of draw had fairly good week. 
Laura La Plant, star of “Silk Stock- 
ings,” sereen, big favorite in this 
neighborhood. 

They have too many department 
stores and shops on Broadway han- 
dling “Women’s Wares,” which sort 
of kept the cash buyers out of the 
gloomy Broadway Palace, where a 
good Tiffany product of that name 
with Bert Lytell and Evelyn Brent 
was playing. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese (U. A.)—“The 
Gaucho” (U. A.) (1,958; 60-$1.50). 

Seventh week for Fairbanks, but 
seasonal letdown with mats way off 
and theatre parties helping nights. 
At end of week special presentation 
with three new Ford cars on stage 
helped house from having dismal 





week. About four weeks more with 
“Trail of '98” to follow. Around 
$14,900, 

Carthay Circle (W. C. Miller)— 
“Sunrise” (Fox) (1,500; 60-$1.50) 


Breaks here for 
good at $14,500. 

Loew’s State (W. C. ere 
“Garden of Allah” (M- G-M) (2,200 
25-$1). Rex Ingram’s special meant 
nothing from sales standpoint as 
$18,500 indicates. 

Metropolitan (Pub.-W. C.)—‘Man, 
Woman and Sin” (M-G-M) (3,595; 
25-65). Name of John Gilbert sure 
fire for rather weak picture; $28,200. 

Million Dollar (Pub.-W. C.)— 
“Helen of Troy” (F. N.) (2,200; 25- 
85). No one keeled over, despite 
great advance campaign, Opening 
week not good at $14,700. 

Boulevard (W. C.)—‘Silk Stock- 
ings” (U) (2,164; 25-50). This Laura 
La Plante product helped greatly by 
star’s draw; $6,200. 

Egyptian (W. C.-U. 
After Midnight” (M-G-M) (1,800; 
25-65). Lon Chaney meant great 
deal to box office here, though pic- 
ture had done record business week 
previously downtown. Around $7,500. 

Criterion (W.C.)—“Old San Fran- 
cisco” (Warner (1,600; 25-75). With 
Vita novelty worn off not so ct- 
rious on second week. $10,400. 

Broadway Palace (Orpheum) — 
“Women’s Wares” (Tiffany) (1,540; 
15-40). Fairly good picture hidden 
away here with gross just about 

equalling fixed rental of house. 


Fi . hi Up “ Abie” 


At Cost of $296,000 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
The final shot on “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” will be made at the Para- 
mount studio on Jan. 4. 
The picture is being made on 
schedule with the costs going $4,000 
less than the actual $300,000 pro- 


third week fairly 


A.)—“London 








Herbert Operetta Lifted Fo 
Gross $2,000 te $23,000 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

(White Pop., 350,000) 
And then somebody remembered 
the Vitaphone installation. So the 
Metropolitan will not go into a split 
week policy of first run pictures but 
imstead Warner Bros.’ “Jazz Singer” 
is coming in for as long as it can 
stick, with Edgar Wallach sent 
down from Warner’s, New York, to 
start things off. 
Vitaphone was installed several 
months ago at this Stanley-Cran- 
dall house and after one or two fea- 
tures, plus a few weeks of shorts, 
was allowed to lapse. 
Other S-C house is closed for the 
current week, with plenty of money 
reported spent in installation of 
lights and stage equipment for the 
reopening with presentations and 
as the first house of the local chain 
on Christmas day. 
Met and Earle took bad lickings 
last week. Met, with the dog, “Rin- 
Tin-Tin,” and the Earle, with five 
K-A acts and “My Friend from 
India” as the feature film, 
Loew's Palace skidded with its 
stage flash and “The Gay Defender,” 
but was ahead of the same week last 
year. 
The Loew brightness was further 
helped by the excellent second week 
of “Sorrell and Son” at the Colum- 
bia. Picture under stop rules should 
have gone into a third week, but 
Hearst had spread it so on “Becky” 
in his local dailies that the holdover 
idea was_discarded. 
New policy with condensed ver- 
sion of Victor Herbert’s “Fortune 
Teller” at the Fox with a cast of 60, 
including some excellent voices and 
@ great ballyhoo in the dailies, 
brought $2,000 over the preceding 
week. Though the figure is far from 
satisfactory it is encouraging con- 
sidering time of year and the pic- 
ture, “Two Girls Wanted,” which 
was just pleasing. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Columbia (Loew)—"‘Sorrell and 
Son” (U. A.) (1,232; 35-50). Should 
have gone third week and just be- 
fore Christmas, too. $9,000. About 
two grand under first week. 

Fox (Fox)—“Two Girls Wanted” 
(Fox) and 60 people stage presenta- 
tion in Herbert's “Fortune Teller.” 
About $23,000. Still off, though, 
from early weeks. 

Little (Theatre Guild)—‘“Secrets 
of a Soul” (Ufa) (200; 35-50). House 
gets most money with foreign pic- 
tures. $1,250 on repeat. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall)—“Dog of 
Regiment” (Warner) (1,585; 35-50). 
Though kids showed up in force 
takings tumbled just above $5,000. 

Palace (Loew)—‘“Gay Defender” 
(Par) and stage presentation (2,363; 
35-50). Considerable drop but over 
same week last year. Maybe $15,000. 

Rialto (U)—“13th Juror” (U) and 
stage attraction. (1,978; 35-60). 
Fought with Metropolitan. to see 
which could get lowest gross. 





000, too. 
This Week 
Earle enters field Sunday with 
“Man Crazy” and Jazz Carnival on 
stage; Columbia, currerit, “Becky”; 
Fox, “Honor First’ (John Gilbert 
reissue) and stage operetta, “Sweet- 


hearts”; Metropolitan, “Honeymoon 
Hate”; Palace, “Woman on Trial”; 
Rialto, “Irresistible Lover.” 





TIRED SHOPPERS HELPED 


Providence Houses Got Rebound 
from Xmas Rush Last Week : 


Providence, Dec. 20. 

The Shop Early Campaign of 
Providence merchandisers had its 
fling in thronging the downtown 
section with gift seekers. Local 
theatre managers said they were do- 
ing more looking than buying and 
that the theatres cashed in on many 
of the shoppers who resorted to the 
movies as a relief. Pre-holiday busi- 
ness unusually good. 

Strand held its own with “Hard 
Boiled Haggerty,” and Jack Holt 
clinching the draw in “The Tigress.” 
At the Majestic “Jesse James” 
with Fred Thomson in his first Par- 
amount film, gained attention and 
hooked up with “Movietone” for a 
box office touchdown. Tom Mix and 
his horse “Tony,” in “Tumbling 
River,” along with smart vaude, 
took them into the side street in 
vast numbers at Fay’s. 

-Estimates for Last Week 

Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)—“Hard 











duction budget. 
Victor Fleming is directing. 


Boiled Haggerty” (F. N.). Good 
holiday drag at about $7,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,000; 15-50)— 





Playing safe gives this house $5,- 


|PENN’S NN’S $45, 000 TWO 
WKS. BEFORE XMAS) 


Paul Whiteman’s Fine Show- 
ing in “Underworld’’—Unex- 
plainable Big Bis Last Wk. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 

(Drawing Pop., 1,000,000) 
Here's one for the boys to figure 
out. Two weeks before Xmas rain 
four days out ofr six, put try and get 
a seat in any of the Class A houses 
downtown last week. Matinees were 
very big, too, due to shopping, with 
nights normal or better. 
And then again the Ohio river 
backed up and flooded the base- 
ments of downtown theatres and 
stil no dent in grosses. 
Grand playing “Underworld” gave 
the first of a series of midnight 
shows Sunday and turned away 
2,000 people, and turned them away 
all week besides. Picture is being 
switched to Olympic for a second 
week, 
Paul Whiteman at the Penn did 50 
minutes that had everything. House 
did $2,000 within the record. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Aldine (Loew) (2,000; 25-35-50). 
“Understandi.g Heart,” with 5 acts. 
About $14,000. 
Cameo (U) (1,100; 35-50). 
Miserables,” 3d week; $2,300. 
Davis (Keith’s) (2,100; 35-50-75). 
“Two Girls Wanted.” Play here 
week before. Couple with good 
stage bill, jumped to $12,000, over 5 
grand above preceding week. 
Grand (Stanley) (2,700; 35-50). 
With midnight show added and 
stage act, “Underworld” did best 
business house has had this season; 
$19,300. 
Harris (Harris) (2,300; 25-40). 
Charleston dancers headed bill and 
suited this house. Average at $7,500. 
Olympic (Stanley) (1,400: 35-50). 
“Missing Link” and Vita. As usual. 
Penn (Loew) (3,800; 25-35-60). 
Rawl Whiteman and band main pull. 
Feature “Tea for Three” meéant lit- 
tle. Big at $45,000 at this time. 
Record of near $47,000. 


Mainstreet, K. C., Drops 
To $9,000 with ‘Hesperus’ 


Kansas City, Dee. 20. 

This pre-Christmas-two-weeks is 
@ heart breaker. 

Loew’s Midland had a dandy 
stage show built up around the 
Midlanders, Midland Rockets and 
master of ceremonies, Jack Sidney, 
by Production Manager Kay. It 
was the first real preduction seen 


“Les 








in the new show palace since the 
band went on the stage. 
The two religious dramas, “Ben- 
Hur” at the Newman, at popular 
price, and “King of Kings,” road 
showing at the Shubert, both hold- 
overs, fared rather badly, the “King 
of Kings” picture failing to come 
near the record of “Ben-Hur” at the 
same house last season at the same 
prices, and “Ben-Hur” not getting 
the popular priced play expected. 
“Kings” did $9,000 last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midiand—“Body and Soul’ 
(4,000; 25-35-60). Good stage show, 
“Way Down South.” Feature strong 
dramatic affair, but destitute of en- 
tertainment. Remarkable character 
acting of Lionel Barrymore about 
only redeeming feature; $22,000. 

Mainstreet (Orpheum)—‘‘Wreck 
of Hesperus” (3,200; 25-50). <An- 
other case of stage show saving the 
day as picture not so good. This 
theatre like others suffered from 
before-Christmas blues; $9,000. 

Pantages—‘‘Pajamas” (2,200; 25- 
30-50)... Coon-Sanders band feat- 
ured as original Nighthawk orches- 
tra, Kansas City institution, return- 
ing after three year’s absence, 
headed stage show. Publicity and 
advertising tie-ups given Coon- 
Sanders outfit brought heavy re- 
turns for openings. Clever stage 
show and entertaining picture kept 
‘em coming; $14,700. 

Newman (Loew) — “Ben-Hur” 
(1,890; 25-35-60). Second week for 
great picture and started with rush, 
but business flattened out consider- 
ably before finish; $9,000. 

Royal (Loew) -“‘Soft Cushions” 
(920; 20-35). Douglas McLean and 
Sue Carol headed film comedy. 
Liked; $2,200. 

Liberty (Ind.)\—“The Immigrant” 
and “Stranded” (1,000; 25-50). After 
week of “Unwed Mothers’ ’switched 
to comedy with revived Chaplin. 
Picture at Orpheum in connection 
with regular acts was “The Girl in 
the Pullman.” Globe had “Good 
Time Charlie” with Vita bill. Capi- 
tol’s screen feature, “Once and 
Forever”; $3,000, 





“Jesse James” (Par) and 
tone.” Popular at $6,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,474: 15-50)— 
“Figures Don't Lie” (Par) and 
vaude, with reissue of Harold Lioyd. 
Coming along at $4,800 for holiday. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 15-50)—"Tum- 
bling River” (Fox) and pep vaude. 
Magnetized Mix lovers; groksed 
around $6,500. 

Rialto (Fay) (1,448; 10-25)—Sec- 
ond.run house carrying on at about 


“Movie- 





$1,100. * 
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| TOPEKA’S SURPRISE BUMP 


Business Started to Slide Ahead of 
Time 








Topeka, Dec. 20. 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 

Christmas Week slump started a 
week ahead. Not much doing any- 
where. Bookings had not anticipated 
such a drop in business. 

Best of the week was “The Blood 
Ship,” at the Orpheum, though a 
marked falling off in receipts from 
the week before. Only house hold- 
ing anywhere near normal was the 
Jayhawk, with two better than 
average program pictures. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Jayhawk (1,500; 40) (Jayhawk)— 
“A Man’s Past” first half, proved 
draw despite unknown cast. Last 
half “Alias the Deacon” hit well but 
failed to be strong enough draw to 
combat conditions. $3,100. 

Orpheum (1,200; 40) (National)— 
“The Blood Ship” made most 
money, though not showing as 
strong a total against double bill 
at Jayhawk, $1,900. 

Cozy (400; 25) (Lawrence)—“The 
18th Juror’ okay but ‘wrongly 
booked. “The Bush Leaguer” the 
last half did moderately. Total $800. 


MINNEAPOLIS GLOOM; 
NOTHING BUT SNOW 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

Local Rialto is in the dumps. 
Business has gene flooey. Last 
week's auffering was particularly 
acute. Red is predominant. 

This almost total eclipse of the- 
atrical trade is attributed to the un- 
usually severe winter weather, gen- 
erally adverse business conditions 
and the pre-Christmas season. 

Three snowstorms in a row have 
rendered the streets nearly impas- 
sable. Auto driving is hazardous, 
unpleasant and costly. 

The outstanding picture last week 
was “The Garden of Allah.” It ap- 
parently pleased those who saw it. 
But it failed to bring any consider- 
able business to the Garrick. Tak- 
ings dropped with a terrible thud 
and the picture went out after a 
single week. 

The week's prize flop was “The 
Woman on Trial” at the Strand. 
At 50c. in a 1,500-seat house, it got 
little more than $2,000 on the week, 
smaltest trade this theatre has had 
in many a@ moon. It wasn’t a bad 
picture, either, but the answer lies 
in Pola Negri. 

Estimates for Last Week 

State (F. & R.) (2,500; 60)—"“The 
Fair Co-Ed” (M-G-M) and “Whoo- 
pee,” bie stage show. Huge money’s 
worth, but amusement bargains 
don’t eatch crowds these tough 
times. Around $11,000. Not good, 
and evidencing Marion Davies no 
draw here. 








Garrick (F. & R.) (2,000; 60)— 
“Garden of Allah” (M-G-M). Pic- 
ture liked, but biz took a nosedive 


after four enormous weeks enjoyed 


by two preceding pictures. About 
$5,000. 
Strand (F. & R.) (1,100; 50)— 


“The Woman on Trial” (Par.). Pie- 
ture okeh, but fans shun Pola Negri. 


Worst week in a long while. Next 
to nothing. About $2,200. 

Lyric (F. & R.) (1,860; 35)— 
“Man Crazy” (F. N.). Enjoyable 


little picture, but not much pulling 
power. Around $1,200. 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,100; 26)— 
“Hard-Boiled Haggerty” (F. N.). 
Corking picture. Second loop show- 
ing. Suffered with rest. About $7060. 

Hennepin- Orpheum (Orpheum) 
(2,890; 50-75)—“The ‘Harvester’ 
(FBO) and vaudeville. Picture only 
so-so, but vaude excellent. Around 
$10,500, light. 

Pantages (1,650;50) — “Publicity 
Madness” (Fox) and vaude. Satis- 
factory picture and show, but tak- 
ings slim. $5,000. 

Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,480; 
40)—"“The Clown” (Col.) and vaude. 
Good entertainment at prices. 
Around $4,700. 


Amateur Shows Don’t 
Help Film Receipts 


Tacoma, Dec. 20. 
(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 

A few cold days and Christmas. 
Seems had to make this town click 
as it should at the first-run houses. 
Too many amateur shows staged by 
lodges, clubs, etc., one answer. 

Second week of Eddie Peabody at 
the Broadway considered satisfac- 
tory, and good show offered. Pan- 
tages is running average intake, 
while Blue Mouse fell below “Old 
San Francisco.” Other houses all 


off. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (W.C.) (1,600: 25-50)— 
sateen After Midnight” (M-G-M); 
8,100 

uanaabe. f 600; 25-50)—"Singed” 
Fox); $4.5 

Blue nasal ¢Hamrick) (600; 25- 
50)—“‘Sally of Our Alley” (Col) and 
Vita; $3,000. 

Rialto (W. C.) qa, 250; 25-35)— 
“Out All Night” (U); $2,500. 

Colonial (W. C.) (350: 25)—“Wild 














Beauty” (U) and “Blake of Scotland 
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TORONTO CENSORS 
SAVE SOCIETY ED. 


Liberal Censoring of Late Over 
Border—Barrymores Held 
Up Biz Last Week 


Toronto, Dec. 
(Drawing Pop., 700,000) 

The Barrymore boys in town last 
week and proved a searchlight cut- 
ting through the pre-Christmas 
gloom. Loew house in shopping 
area had Lionel in “The 13th Hour,” 
and with help from a good stage 
show gross was $13,300, excellent 
for this season. 

A couple of miles up the main 
stem the Uptown swung in brother 
John in “When a Man Loves.” Evén 
though the picture drew weak no- 
tices and the cash customers yawned 
through the first six reels, good for 
$10,000. Increase between the two 
over $3,000. 

The big nose dive came at Pan- 
tages, largest in town. After the 
battle was over “Back to God's 
Country at $8,500 was ready to go 
back to the bushes. The house had 
a good enough bill to deserve better 
luck, but the idea got around this 
one was an ancient re-issue and 
there have been far too many of 
these this season. Likewise the 
original picture billed in was nipped 
by the censors and the Fox feature 
had to be grabbed in a hurry. 

Over at Shea’s Hippodrome an- 
other $10,000 week was rolled in by 
“Alias the Lone Wolf.” Bert Lytell 
has been generously advertised in 
these parts as a native Toronto boy, 
and although the story is untrue it 
always assures his picture a good 
following. 

“The Somme,” British war effort 
that proved such a smash on its 
first week at the Tivoli, sank to un- 
der $4,000 on the second lap and is 
being followed by “Honor First,” re- 
issue. 

The DeForest Phonofilm never got 
into the money at Massey Hall, not 
a surprise. 

Censorship has been tightening up 
in the picture field with the result 
many last minute shifts in programs 
have to be made. Officials tied the 
can on “Man, Weman and Sin,” 
booked into the U»town and many 
neighborhoods. Jack Arthur swung 
in “The Last Waltz,” Ufa, and ar- 
rangements “re being made to have 
the offendi:g portion of the Gilbert 
picture pitched up. A scene in a 
dive and the society editor as mie- 
tress to a newspaper publisher are 
complained of. 

Production agencies here have re- 
cently refused to make major cuts 
and preferred instead to ship the 
picture back intact. 

Two new houses start this week, 
which makes seven in the first re- 
lease class. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s—'‘The 13th Hour” (M-G- 
M) (2,300; 30-60). Spooky dramas 
go seriously in this town. Result, 
good at $13,300. “Tea for Three” 
next. 

Uptown (F. P. Canada). “When 
a Man Loves” (Warner) (2,965; 30- 
60). Buneh of kids presented by 
Jack 


20. 


Arthur ran through whole 
show. Get as much credit as the 
pictur > ° 10,000. 

Hip | P.). “Alias the Lone 
Wolf” (¢ nbia). Good publicity 


aod stage show gave it $10,000. No 
sign of seasonal slump here. 
Pa:tages (F. P.). “Back to God's 
Country” (Fox). (3,400; 30-60). 
Just one of those things at $8,500. 
Looks like trip in red first time this 


season. 
Tivoli (F. P.). “The Somme” 
(British) (1.400; 30-60). This was 


good for one week, but skidded to 
under $4,000 this time. 
Neighborhoods good. 


MORE ST. LOUIS HOUSES 


Grand Central Reopening Xmas— 
Fox’s Later On 











St. Louis, Dec. 20. 

(Drawing Population, 900,000) 

Things are getting hotter in the 
picture field because on Christmas 
Eve Santa Claus will reopen the 
Grand Central, dark for many 
months, with Jolson’s “Jazz Singer” 
on Vitaphone. 

Even the Skouras Brothers, the 
Grand Central powers, are wonder- 
ing if anybody's going to be hurt. 
But it may not be until the new 
Fox opens, across the street from 
the Grand, that they'll have to do 
much ‘figuring. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (Skouras) — “The 
Love Mart” (F. N.) (3,000; 35-65). 
Reviewers seemed to think picture 
fell short of its advertising; $29,600. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 
“My Best Girl” (U. A.). Declared 
one of best pictures Mary has made; 
on the stage Ted Weems and or- 
chestra; $25,300. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,800; 35-65) 
—‘The Thirteenth Juror” (U). 
Called interesting; $18,700. 

Capitol (Skouras, downtown)— 
Third week of “The Naked Truth,” 
advertised for men only; men hardly 
as curious as the girls for the two 





Yard” (U); $900, very bad. 


previous week; $6,400. 
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NEW PUBLIX DENVER 
LOW AT $14,000 





PARAMOUNT WITH MAE MURRAY 
REALLY LED BWAY WITH $73,400. sino soe 


All Up Against Holiday Shoppers—“Love” High) pect—Price Cutting Started 
Among Specials—“Uncle Tom” Held Down to 
$7,000 but “Jazz Singer” Back to $19,900 














Denver, Dec. 20. 
(Drawing Pop., 400,000) 
3 on Whoever can tell local showmen | 
| what's the matter with business and 
help bring it back to normalcy will 
“In the local _cometery there lies CENSORS BUTCHERED be presented With a brand new tis- 
poor Broadway. | sue paper nail file. Everythine’s off 
Yale doesn’t sing that famed ‘CARMEN’ BUT $10 500 here and nobody's trying to hide it. 
eheering section dirge any more but 3 | on Se ee ge 
| Then 1ere’s e sudden stormy 
eo elite Tas tome are prob- a weather. And the other reason, the 
ably in the moo ompose some- ;new Denver theatre is getting a 
thing similar. Who would sing it Quebec Board Cut Warm Baby | zood cut of the spending money 
. , v7 , aur ° 
would be the problem. Until Parents Couldn't Rec- | fy*rv, ding is beine blamed for the 
Three of the houses actually aia ognize it disposition of everyone to stay away 
well last week, Paramount, Em- from the bright lichts. 
bassy and Rialto. Beyond that aaa There is the prospect of several 
everything off. Montreal, Dec. 20. a a They = take the 
. unishme orever. 
The Paramount was the compara- (Drawing Pop., 600,000) says he's cundanet ail henodens wits 
tive ae at po pant gr ‘ ae Quebec (Province) Board of Cen- | his hat on. 
a Ganbescy wank aiunnas 44406 sors threw “The Loves of Carmen” The Aladdin, about two miles from 
pad capacity at $10,900, while Beery | for a loss. Somebody told ’em Car- the business district, has not been 
’ ’ L / noticeably hurt by the Denver or by 
and Hatton turned over a first week |men was a pretty rapid baby and anything else. In fact. the Aladdi 
31,300 to the Rialto. ns ” * . oe oa 
«> , Aoeamad tae Canites tnd they figured the word “Love” in this | had one of the best weeks tn its his- 
the seceding tibet Fart Ba $6... connection was too hot for Montreal | tory the week the Denver opened. 
000: the Roxy lost the ball on the|consumption, considering the kind Harry Huffman, confident that he 
» the y has a big attraction in the Movie- 
ay "sai - eo Strand fall lof city we are, tone, has signed a contract for it 
away to tls So the Palace showed the film as| for five years. He also will continue 
PR. A about ae — dw = “Carmen,” and fans were lucky to]|to use Vita. 
‘de Otter but $600 hea ‘Gines4 whit. see it at all. The original producers The majority of the second-run 
but the Rivoli t al “Sor ell would wonder where they had seen/| shops on Curtis street have cut 
me So vs o 21 $00. oose abi that picture before. At that, it went]! prices from 15 cents to a dime and 
bad a aD. rh = | — ¥Y |over fairly big, and George Rotsky | still haven't found the seat-filling 
a eg | ad e ae mee was not much below his b. 0. bat-| problem any easier. The American 
came ~ ah: a ay night. a er | ting average at $10,500. cut prices to meet the price cuts at 
even break, conditions as t yd are, “The Last Waltz” and a mediocre | the Victory and Rialto. 
was registered at the small Cameo,/. port yvaude Dill did not scare pa- : 
where $4,000 came in for “The|itrons from the Capitol. Estimates for Last Week 
pang ony cone page 5 > PRengid date Reginald Denny and good vaude Aladdin (Inde) (1,500: 35-50-75)— 


«“ ” Pe as brought crowds to Loew’s, where| “Desired Woman” (War lus 
Love” remains the highlight | srosses seldom vary. Movietone and Vita. Kept bustage 
among - the specials, although The Christmas season has started around usual mark. Crowds con- 
Wings” kept its hat very much in|here with the Imperial running its| tinue to flock to this house every 
the ring at $15,800, excellent in view | annual kiddies show. Howard Con-| night, giving it best break in town. 
of the general slump. King of|over possibly figured on the day] It's the big suburban. About $6,200. 
Kings” departed to $7,500 after 34/ chosen as that of the big hockey America (U) (1,500; 15-25-30)— 
weeks. ‘Chicago is due at the|-.»me when picture house audiences | “City Gone Wi!da” (Par). House in 
Gaiety this Friday and to date is|:ink out of sight. Anyway, it helped| rea for long time, now fighting to 
reported to have been viewed three | progses a whole lot at this theatre. win share of trade. Management 
times by the censor board. If the “Oh, Johnny” ran deep into red at/ has booked in nine Paramounts for 
censors like the picture that well! princess (legit). Special functions coming weeks. Even though Mei- 
— it's indicative of the film’s|quring weck and three hockey|ghan has lost his grip on the cus- 
rome Tom" games hit the show hard. tomers in this town, his latest prod- 
ncle Tom’ continues to push| Eddie Wells, Montreal manager | uct fared better than was expected. 
up hill at less than $7,000, but “Sun- | film Booking Offices (America), has The theatre has cut prices to meet 
rise” has yet to get from behind the | heen elected president of the Mont- | Publix competition across the street 
eight ball. “Helen of Troy” is well|real Film Board of Trade. He suc-| (at Victory). No stage shows, or- 
fulfilling Its stop gap ,purposes at|ceeds C. R. Osborne, manager for] chestra or doodads—just grind. 
the Globe, while “Gaucho” is stand- | this city of Warner Bros $3.000 
ing the gaff to catch the holiday in- ee 


flux. ‘Jazz Singer” stubbed a $600 Estimates for Last Week 














Squawk by Groucho 





toe to recover at $19,900. Over at ‘ Four Marx Brothers played the 
the Astor “Student Prince” didn’t Capitol (2,700; 60-85)—“The Last | Broadway recently, doing brisk biz 


give any indications of getting out| Waltz” (Par). Shopping season| for week, followed by three-day 
of the sand. brought crowds to ordinary picture; | stand of Mitzi in “Madcap.” Prob- 
Estimates for Last Week $12,500. able gross on Marx Brothers $18,000. 
—"g ” (M- Palace (2,700; 55-85). “(Loves of) | Mitzi got about $6,800. The broth- 
PA grt yg yy ponent pag Carmen” (Fox). Much mutilated | ers asked from $1 to $3.50 per ducat; 
loid operetta doesn’t impress as film by censors, but fans came all| Mitzi drew from 50c. to $3 on each 
able to go much beyond New Year's; the same; $10,509. seat. Groucho Marx told Variety's 
seasonal decline no criterion, but| Loew’s (3,200; 45-75). “Out All| Correspondent that they never ex- 
giving way before Xmas cards| Night” (U). Reginald Denny and | Pected to play Denver again, calling 
started to clutter up desks; last|good vaude offset counter-attrac-| it @ poor show town (even though 
week $8,900. tions. $13,000. a _ one of the year’s best 
Cameo—“The Gorilla” (F. N.) mperial (1,900; 35-85). “Silk | °™A 9): : 
(549; 50-75). Thriller held house Stockin $ u * ir; id vaude.| __Colerade (inde) (2.460; 30-48-68) 
i gs" (U). Fair; —‘Texas Steer” (F. N.). House re- 
fairly even from the Christmas| Kiddies matinee helped; $6,500. f i> wane Se ’ 
angle by getting even $4,000; pic- ’ Pas Pi used to meet price cutting. Stage 
. = : . Strand (800; 30-40). “13th Hour” | band, vaude turn and flicker. Will 
ture previously played Strand. M-G paint ” (Pp i > 
Capitol—‘London After Midnight” (M-G-M); “Open Range” (Par); | Rogers didn't carry off any honors 
(M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.10). Lon No Place to Go (F. N.); Sinews in latest, even if he did title it him- 
‘he igs ; of Steel” (Col.); all, $4,000. self. Around $6,000. 
Chaney mystery fitted niche by put- . , ‘ 
ting house above $65,000 in tough Denham (inde stock) (1,732; 25- 
week; considerable drep from pre- $1)—“The Donovan Affair. The 
vious week but can’t cry over | didn’t mean anything, but Mae Mur- customers, usually strong for mys- 
$66,000. ray on stage did. Street knew house | tery Plays, failed to respond to one 
Central— “Uncle Tom’s ‘Cabin’ | was doing business all week: in| Of the best of the season at the Den- 
(U) (922; $1-$2) (7th week). S. A.|face of general let-down and re- | ham, putting the house slightly in 
of Helen and Roxy Hart, just a few; markably good at $73,400; Elinor| red with gross of $4,000. Denham 
doors way, isn’t going to help staid | Glyn across the car tracks at Loew's | has had tough sledding for past few 
old Tom; making fight of it, but} State as opposition; State did $26,- months, just about getting even 
can’t carve out more than $7,000|000. Elinor in for $2,500 guarantee | break. Productions have been of 
while public is shopping. and 50-50 over $29,000. higher standard than ever before, 
Colony—“Shield of Honor” (U) Rialto—“Now We're in the Air’ | With Dickson Morgan directing and 
(1,980; 25-50-75), Managed to get| (Par) (1,960; 35-50-75-90 (2d week). | @ strong cast. 
chains on in time and halted skid; Strong getaway week for Beery- Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-60) 
short of $10,000 crossing; got $10,200. | Hatton at $31,300. aa Gay Defender (Par). This new 
Criterion — “Wings” (Par) (973; Rivoli—“‘Devil Dancer” (U. A.) | “palace of splendor,” with terrific 
$1-$2) (19th week). Sky rider pic- | (35-50-75-90) (ist week). Gilda| nut, seems to be getting heavy 
ture now veteran among display of |Gray on screen and stage arrived | downtown play, and took in around 
Supers; no signs of weakening at|Friday; for remainder of week | $12,000 or $13,000 on “Gay Defender. 
$15,800. “Sorrell and Son” (U. A.) closed| This is half what Publix expected 
Embassy—“Love” (M-G) (596; | substantial b. 0. stay to $21,300. to do here when theatre opened. 
$1-$1.65) (4th week). Gilbert-Garbo Roxy—"Ladies Must Dress’ (Fox) | Lou Forbes, from Dallas, conducts 
Screen affair getting concentrated | (6,205; 50-$1.65). Neither picture | Stage band and introduces de luxe 
Public attention, with seat pairs | nor fashion show on stage seemingly | Programs. Jazz a la Carte” last 
procurable for $5 Sunday nights| interested women; off at $87,000; | week's show. Regardless of what 
rom specs; odds-on choice to stay | house down recently, but may re- this house takes in, rest of houses 
another month and even money for | coup for on this traditionally bad | will feel it. 
eight more weeks; general release | week got just short of $11,800 be- Empress (inde musical comedy 
dates may shorten stay at this| tween six o'clock and closing Sun-| Stock) (1,860; 15-30-50) — Nothing 
house; way over capacity at $10,900. day night. But the Truth. Loie Bridge and 
Gaiety—“King of Kings” (Pathe) Strand — “French Dressing” (F.| players, after 20 weeks here, have 
(808; $1- 2). Finished 34th week/|N.) (2,900; 35-50-60-75). Well- | gone back to Kansas City. Grosses 
to $7,500; went out Sunday, with | rated picture with good cast names, | not as heavy as Lole wanted. Em- 
“Chicago” coming in this Friday; | but couldn't offset street’s depres- | mett Lynn and the High-Jinks Mus- 
distributing company figures six or | sion; $21,100; very low. ical comedy Company succeeded, 
eight weeks for furmer play, after; Times Square—“Sunrise” and/ owned by the same interests but not 
Which “The Red Mark” due. |Movietone (Fox) (1,080; $1-$1.65)| up to same standard. Like Den- 
Globe—“‘Helen of Troy” (F. N.) | (13th week). Never hear anything | ham, this former money-maker is 
(1,416; $1-$2) (24 week. Just fill- | about this one; it's just there and | plugging hard for the pennies. Open- 
ing out house lease, and good at/| that’s all; getting its main allot-| ing week of “High Jinks” brought 
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NORA BAYES’ LOW GROSS, PTLD, 
MINTYRE AND HEATH HIGHEST 





_Movietone Stirred Up Biz 


at Blue Mouse—Pantages 


Led Town at $15,000—Tiffany-Stahl in Theatre 
Deals—$15,000 for Broadway 





HANK MENCKEN OUT FOR 


LITTLE FILM THEATRES, 


Balto’s Favorite Son Says So. 
in Balto ‘Sun’—Biz Last 
Week So-So 


—_-— 


Baltimore, Dec. 20. 

A month ago had anyone declared 
that Henry Mencken would pat a 
movie theatre benigniy it would 
have been sufficient reason for call- 
ing the cops. That is just what the 
hero of Hollins street did in last 
Saturday's “Evening Sun,” where he 
devoted his semi-weekly double col- 
umn to verbal trumpet blasts her- 
alding the advent o/; little movie 
theatres. Inasmuch as Baltimore's 
first little motion picture house had 
its premiere the week previous, the 
inference is obvious, and the article 
was hailed with hosannahs by the 
Little Theatre proprietors. 

The stage band policy at the Loew 
Century had its second week and 
went over well. Sam Robins is now 
master of ceremonies with his “Bal- 
timoreans” band the nucleus. 

A managerial change at Warners’ 
Metropolitan has Frank A. Cassidy 
succeeded by Nisenson, The theatre 
has been getting a rather indifferent 
run of pictures recently. It is said 
that Cassidy complained to the home 
office and offered his resignation. 

Matinee business was off gener- 
ally last week, due to the pre-holi- 
day shopping opposition, but night 
trade held up better than expected, 
with the Loew Century getting a 
good break. “My Best Girl,” at the 
Valencia, got a far better critical 
break than recent Pickford films, 
but the shopping opposition broke 
up the matinees and held down the 
night gross. 

Estimates for Last Week 
(C-1,099-$4.40). English melo- 
Stanley (Stanley-Crandall)—“Rose 

of Golden West” (3,500; 25-60). 
Matinee problem at this big new 
house cemplicated last week by 
counter opposition of Christmas 
shopping. Night trade held up and 
week's gross reported only $500 un- 
der previous week. About $18,000. 

Century (Loew-United Artists)— 
“The 138th Hour” (2,500; 25-60). 
Stage band policy, with Sam Rob- 
bins as m. c. Clicked nicely and 
looks like permanent policy, after 
Whiteman, current. About $18,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co.)— 
“No Place to Go” (2,000; 25-60). By 
coincidence Mary Astor featured at 
Rivoli and Stanley. Matinees at this 
house badly effected, but night’ in- 
take fair to better. 

New (Whitehursts) — “Forbidden 
Woman” (1,800; 25-50). Picture 
pleased and intake satisfactory for 
this season. Gross satisfactory at 
$7,000. 

Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck)— 
“By Whose Hand” and K-A vaude 
(2,500; 25-50). Show pleased. 

Valencia (Loew-United Artists) 
—"‘My Best Girl” (1,300; 25-60). 
This Pick‘ord picture liked, but pre- 
holiday booking precluded real test 
of draw. Gross down to $6,000. 

Little Theatre (Motion Picture 
Guild)—“Tartuffe” (250; 35-50). 
First full week for newly opened 
house brought out capacity audi- 
ences nightly. Week highly satis- 
factory; $2,590. 


STARRED WITHOUT “J.” 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Fox has placed J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald under contract for another 
five years. 

When this contract begins in Feb- 
ruary MacDonald is to be starred 
with the J. dropped from his name. 








touching the h. 0. Newspaper ad- 
vertising has increased, but so far 
house has just been holding on. 
Speculation about what's going to 
happen. Last week $4,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,050; 20-30-40) 
—‘Spotlight” (Par). Dud so far as 
pulling ‘em in concerned. Week 
closed at $3,300 or less. Small or- 
chestra in pit. Prices cut since 
opening of new Publix house. 

Victory (Publix) (1,140; 15-25-30) 
—*‘St. Elmo” (Fox reissue). Opened 








just over $15,000. iment on week ends; problematical | $5,700. ; 
Liberty—“The Gaucho” (U. A.) | how long firm will hold house; Fox | Orpheum (vaude) (1,600; 15-50- 
(1,234; $1-$2) (5th week). Respect- | reported seeking Broadway frontage | $1). This place is hardest hit by 


. . | 
able income, demonstrating picture | by rent. the new Denver, with business al- 


will have no trouble meeting origi- | Warner’s—“Jazz Singer” and Vita! most negligible. Now showing fea- 
nal assignment of eight weeks; | (W. B.) (1,360; $1-$2) (11th week). | ture pictures with six acts. Accord- | 
$13,609. | Dipped under $20,009 for first time; | ing to rumor in local theatrical | 

Paramount — “Honeymoon Hate”! finished week at $19,900; healthy; | circles, Orpheum isn’t making | 


(Par) (3,400; 35-50-75-90). Picture ' February certainty. enough money to pay off without’ 


first half, bringing in $1,300 in three 
days. John Gilbert sure to click 
here no matter how old the print 
“Great Mall Robbery” (fF. B. O.) 
| thriller with no “names” that meant | 
anything, closed at lower figure of 
$950. No orchestra, no flash any 
more—just Publix house out to make 


other boys like it. 





Portland, Ore., Dec. 20. 

Business at the local theatres 
downward last week. This was 
particularly true at West Coasts 
Broadway. This house with a top- 
heavy bill from the overheard point 
of view pulled a Brody. Bill con- 
sisted of Nora Bayes, given circus 
billing; return of Ollie Wallace as 
master of ceremonies, and Clara 
Bow's “Get Your Man.” The house 
for some reason could not get go- 
ing and took it on the chin. 

Another house to drop was Unili- 
versal's Columbia, holding over 
“Les Miserables.” Picture was 
plugged as the original road show 
version but newspapers panned it 
plenty. 

West Coast's Liberty with a com- 
bination policy, with Tiffany's “Sin 
Cargo" as the feature picture, also 
found the going rough. John Ham- 
rick’s Blue Mouse seemed to be 
about the only theatre doing busi- 
ness with the opening of Fox's 
Movietone in conjunction with the 
regular Vita program. The fans 
flocked to this playhouse. “By 
Whose Hand,” feature, and Blue 
Mouse did $6,200. 

Pantages opened to turnaway 
business, piling up one of the big- 
gest grosses of the season with Mc- 
Intyre and Heath as vaude head- 
liners, and Fox's “Ladies Must 
Dress” on screen. House plugged 
this team plenty with sheckles 
rolling in, doing $15,500 on week. 

As reported previously in Variety, 
it develops that Tiffany-Stahl is 
behind the group at present erect- 
ing the Mayflower, Seattle, sched- 
uled for February opening, and who 
also expect to invade Portland in 
the future. H. C. Borger, western 
sales director for Tiffany; D. Cc. 
Millward, district manager, and 
James Beale, northwest representa- 
tive, were in town recently, to open 
their own sales office. It is under- 
stood that they left for Seattle to 
confer with Casper Fischer, general 
manager of the Washington Thea- 
tre Enterprises, allied with Tiffany. 

The Tiffany officials refused to be 
quoted on the report that their con- 
cern is interested in the Fischer 
outfit, but intimated that they have 
an interest in the Washington En- 
terprises, besides the booking of 
their product. A report has it that 
M. H. Hoffman, vice-president o1 
Tiffany, is expected in a few weeks 
in Seattle, to look over the new 
Mayflower, and to make a tour of 
the Pacific Northwest. 

A new sign has been painted on 
the windows of the old Majestic 
theatre reading that “A United Ar- 
tists theatre Is to be erected here 
soon, which will show U. A. prod- 
uct.” There is something funny in 
this proposition as to whether U. A, 
cares to go through with their part 
of the agreement with J. J. Parker, 
local theatre owner, who owns 650 
per cent. interest in the rroperty. 
Parker® has a long-term lease on 
the property. When Harold B. 
Franklin, West Coast president, 
was in town recently, he was 
quoted as saying that a deal may be 
made with United Artists whereby 
they would jointly operate the 
West Coast Broadway. The old 
Majestic is scheduled to be torn 
down within the near future to 
make room for an office structure, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (W. C.)—2,000; 26-40- 
60) “Get Your Man” (Par.). Bill 
headed by Nora Bayes but could 
not connect as expected. Fanchon 
and Marco's western “Idea” nothing 
to rave about. Ollie Wallace, new 
m. of c., went over to satisfactory 
returns; $15,000, low. 

Liberty (W. ©C.)—(2,000; 25-40) 
“Sin Cargo” (Tiffany). Business 
fell down over previous weeks, pos- 
sibly due to unfavorable show 
weather; $6,000. 

Rivoli (W. C.)—(1,210; 35-50) 
“Garden of Allah” (M-G). Picture 
in second week only connected to 
fair intake; $5,500. 

Orpheum (Orph)—(2,000; 15-25- 
69) “On Ze Boulevard” (M-G-M). 
Picture did not mean a thing. 


BEBE DANIELS, INC. 


Los Angeles, Dec, 20. 
Bebe Daniels, Incorporated, has 
been organized to take care of Miss 
Daniel's personal holdings, and to 














trade in rea] estate. Headquarters 
'are in one of the company’s vacant 
| ston es situated at 222 North West- 
ern avenue, 

The company, closed corporation, 
lis capitalized at $500,000. It has 
$300,000 invested in rea) te. Bebe 
Daniels, her mother and I. EF. More 
ris, t ir attorney, are the sole own- 
ters of all stock, 
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“WINGS,” $18,100 AT PHILLY — 


ALDINE, SET FOR LONG STAY 





“7th Heaven” 





Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 20. 
Business dropped in the down- 
town film houses in normal propor- 


tion to the usual pre-holiday slump. 
Bad weather several days hurt at- 
tendance, but on the whole every- 
body was satisfied. 


The Stanley dropped from better 
than $31,000 to around $26,000 or 
$27,000 with Marion Davies in the 
“Fair Co-Ed” as the picture and the 
U. of P. Glee Club as the presenta- 
tion feature. There was no kick on 
this, however, considering the cir- 
e€umstances, 


“Wings,” up at the Aldine, held 
up nicely with better than $16,500 
claimed, a drop of $1,500, but still 
very good. This war picture deal- 
ing with aviation looks to be the 
biggest thing in films this season. 
The advance is big, and “Wings” 
should run around 12 weeks at ‘east 
before feeing the pinch. Its en- 
gagement is indefinite with nothing 
ect to follow at any particular date. 
although the “Patent Leather Kid” 
has been mentioned for the house 
later 


The Fox held up splendidly with 
the second week of “Seventh 
Heaven,” which seems to have 


found itself here as a popular priced 
program picture, although it just 
limped along as a $1.50 top road 
show house feature. Last week, 
with nothing else on the bill “Heav- 
en” held up to $25,000 and there are 
many of the boys who wonder why 
it isn’t held in for a third week in 
view of the mobs that stormed the 
theatre toward the end of the week. 
Without one or perhaps two ex- 
eeptions the Fox has never had a 
picture that brought such money to 
the box office. Generally the pres- 
entation headliners have been the 
things that resulted in box office 
demand, 


The Fox-Locust was reported 
falling off to a little less than $13,- 
000, but this was O. K. for the fifth 
week, and the Jolson picture looks 
set for another six weeks unless 
opposition becomes too hot. Noth- 
ing is announced to follow here, 
either. 


The Stanton was down to less 
than $10,000 with the third week of 
“Underworld,” which nose-dived 
after two fine big weeks. The Ar- 
eadia got only about $3,500 with 
“Alias the Deacon,” which was gen- 
erally regarded as a good comedy 
film. The Karlton coaxed about 
$2,750 with “Honeymoon Hate.” 


This week’s pictures are not note- 
worthy or calculated to draw in big 
grosses, but a few names may help. 
The Stanley has Richard Dix in 
“The Gay Defender,” plus the Cath- 
erine Littlefield ballet, a well known 
local dancing outfit. A gross of $25,- 
000 will be considered satisfactory 
for this combination this week. 


The Fox has a revival of John 
Gilbert in “St. Elmo” booked in be- 
cause another old Gilbert film, 
“Cameo Kirby,” did nicely a few 
months Back. Max Fisher’s orches- 
tra heads the presentation program, 

The Aldine and Fox-Locust con- 
tinue their current films, but the 
Stanton has “The Garden of Allah,” 
which has had the advantage of a 
big advertising splurge, and the Ar- 
cadia and Karliton have “The De- 
sired Woman” and “Silk Stockings,” 
respectively. 

No unusually big pictures are an- 
nounced for the holidays, the Stan- 
ley company apparently working on 
the old supposition that about any- 
thing will do between Christmas and 
New Year’s. 

Estimates of Last Week 

Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75) — “The 
Fair Co-ed” (M-G-M). Marion 
Davies film, fairly good draw, helped 
considerably by U. of P. glee club 
combine, got between $26,000 and 
$27,000, almost $5,000 off from pre- 
ceding week. 

Aldine (1,500; $2)—‘“Wings” (Par, 
$d week). Held up admirably con- 
sidering conditions and _ grossed 
about $18,100 or a little better. Run 
apparently indefinite. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75) — “Un- 
derworld” (Par, 3d week). This 
melodrama did very well here, but 
last week it dropped sharply, with 
about $10,000 claimed. 

Fox (3,000; 99)—‘“Seventh Heav- 

en” (Fox, 2d week). The wisdom of 
holding this picture over was proved 
by the fine business, which brought 
the week’s figure to $25,000. This 
picture was only fair at a $1.50 top 
at the Fox-Locust, but proved a 
wow over here and without any pre- 
eentation stunts at all to help. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65) — “The 
Jazz Singer’ (Warner Vitaphone, 
6th week). Al Jolson film, after 

e@ppearing to have gained second 
wind, is now running along simooth- 
ly. Last week off to little under 


at Fox Strong Program Feature at 
$25,000 After Being Weak at $1.50—“Co-Ed” at | 
Stanley Off $5,000 in Pre-Christmas Week 


+ 








Chaney Set at Granada; 
‘Sorrell’s’ 2d W’k, $16,000 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 
(Drawing Pop., 615,000) 
Picture business was good and 
bad on Market street last week. 
Granada, which lost the lead for 
several weeks to the Warfield, block 
away, regained its prestige and led 
the town handily. It was the first 
appearance of Lon Chaney on the 
Granada screen and it established 
him as a box office draw for the 

ace house. 

At the Warfield the screen feat- 
ure wasn’t anything to rave about 
with the result the house barely 
kept itself out of the red, Pan- 
tages had another exceptional week 
with “Seventh Heaven” and the 
Fox feature has been held over for 
a third week. 

Business at the California seemed 
to indicate that “Sorrell and Son” 
was pulled a -week er so too soon. 
Business started slowly but built 
up and its second and final week 
drew a lucrative gross. 

“The Lovelorn” a disappointment 
at the St. Francis. One week was 
enough, 

Estimates for Last Week 


Granada—"London After Mid- 
night” (M-G-M) (2,785; 35-50-65- 

















Following the bail is almost as 
exciting as hitting it. 

It's a game for kingly purses— 
none excel the American Team in 
its performance. 

After the International Matches 


at Westbury, Long Island, the 
POLO BALL 1s the piece de re- 
sistance for the gocial elite. 
The Music? 
MBYER DAVIS’ 
of course! 


CHANEY’S ‘LONDON’ DID 
$17,000 IN SEATTLE 
‘Motherhood,’ States Rights, 


Got $7,500 in 9 Days—Var- 
iety Bill at Blue Mouse 


ORCHESTRA, 














Seattle, Dec. 20. 
(Drawing Pop., 450,000 





90). Healthiest business in months. 
Chaney natural and house only one 
in town to register big business. 
Grossed $26,000, big now. 
Warfield—“The Love Mart” (F. 
N.) (2,660; 385-50-65-90). Pleasing 
picture and stage show but that let 
it out. Lucky to reach $20,000, 
which saved loss. 
California—"Sorrell and Son” 
(U. A.) (2,200; 35-65-90). Probably 
one of best pictures on Market 
street this year but public hard to 
convince. Built after opening. Sec- 
ond and last week bettered $16,000. 
Embassy—Vita and “The Bush 
Leaguer” (War.) (1,367; 85-50-65- 
85). No special effort put behind 
this program, but business con- 
tinued satisfactory. Last week 
$11,000 good. 
St. Francis—"“The Lovelorn” (M- 
G-M) (1,375; 85-65-90). Just an- 
other picture. Reflected at box of- 
fice; $7,000. 


$15,400 Top in N. O., 
Tom Mix Only Stand-Out 


New Orleans, Dec. 20. 

The week before the week before 
Christmas was rather sad, locally. 
Only one house dissolved thoughts 
of holiday shopping and that was 
Loew's State, which stood up mas- 
terfully with “The Valley of the 
Giants” to above $15,000. 

“Sorrell and Son” across the way 
at-the Saenger, skidded the Publix 
emporium to an unlucky $13,000. 

Mary Pickford in “My Best Girl’ 
passed away at the Strand, barely 
tipping $3,000. 

Orpheum was in the box for 
plenty with “My Friend from In- 
dia.” The house is flying distress 
signals since raising its entire 
lower floor to 75 cents. Sooner or 
later it will have to drop to three 
shows daily at 50 cents and like It. 

Tom Mix had them leaning over 
the balcony and gallery rails at the 
Palace, his tremendous draw up- 
stairs sending the theatre above 
$5,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65).—‘“Sorrell and 
Son.” Failed to click at $13,200. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 50).—“Valley 
of Giants.” Milton Sills still favor- 
ite here, and stage show; $15,400. 

Strand (2,200; 50).—‘My Best 
Girl.” Brutal week; $3,100. 

Liberty (1,800; 50).—“One Woman 
to Another.” Into discard early; 


2,800. 
Orpheum (2,400; 75).—“A Man’s 

Past.” Business away off; $5,600. 
. 40).—“Arizona 





Palace (2,300; 
Wildcat.” Mix still showing real 
box office strength; $5,100. 





GUS SCHLESINGER MARRYING 
London, Dec. 20. 

Gus Schlesinger, European rep- 

resentative for Warner Brothers, has 

cabled here that he is engaged to 
wed Miss Codary, American girl. 





$13,000, but that is normal drop for 
time of season. 

Arcadia (800; 60)—‘“Alias the 
Deacon” (Universal). Well-spoken- 
of comedy only able to last a week, 
with $3,000 claimed. 

Karlton (1,500; 50)—“Honeymoor 
Hate” (Par). Just fair with around 
$2,750 reported for this FYiorence 





Vidor film, 


Big things are humming in the air 
out this way. When the Seattle, 
Publix-West Coast house, opens 
here in February there will be policy 
changes at other houses run by 
West Coast. 

To clear the way for the big thea- 
tre, Liberty will close Jan. 5. This 
has been a whfte elephant and no 
one could make it do tricks since 
the Fifth Avenue opened. 

Fanchon and Marco “A” shows are 
to go to the Seattle, where, in addi- 
tion to this stage show, will be 
name bands and headline acts. 
Second choice pictures will be usual 
film angle, with first choice going to 
the Fifth Avenue, it is surmised. 

Fifth Avenue will lose “A” shows 
of Fanchon and Marco, but will have 
“B” attractions, comprising one unit 
(headline vaude act suitable for pic- 
ture presentation house), built up by 
Fanchon and Marco to go to cities 
where entrance of Publix with West 
Coast brings about double ace 
houses. The Seattle will have Pub- 
lix atmosphere—boy ushers, mili- 
tary style, and general admission 60 
cents. 

Snowstorm, unusual here, cut in 
heavily two or three nights past 
week, which, added to usual before- 
Christmas lull, made town slow at 
showshops. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fifth Ave. (W. C.) (2,700; 25-60)— 
“London After Midnight” (M-G-M). 
Chaney always good here. Stage 
show liked; $17,000. 

United Artists (U. A.-W. C.) (2,- 


100; 25-60)—“The Devil Dancer” 
(U. A.). Picture got over here with 
nice gate: $7,500. 

Columbia (U) (1, 000: 25-50) —"“A 
Man’s Past” (U). Conrad Veidt, 
new star, praised; $5,500. 

Liberty (W. C.) (1,600; 25-40)— 


“Motherhood” (state’s rights). Spe- 
cial. did better than usual attrac- 
tions here; $7,500, 9 days; good. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
50)—“One-Round Hogan” (W.*B.), 
Vita and Movietone. Good variety 
and liked; $6,500. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-60) — “High 
School Hero” (Fox). Picture liked, 
but title meant nothing. Draw nil. 
Average or below; $6,500. 

President (Duffy) (1,350; 25-$1)— 
“The Broken Wing” (stock, Duffv 
Players). Lavish stage settings. 
Real plane crashes on stage. Fair 
considering cold and season; $6,500. 


Ford, Gray’s Gen. Mgr. 


J. J. Ford, executive assistant to 
the late William P. Gray, has been 
appointed general manager of the 
Gray houses in New England. He 
will be headquartered in Allston, 
Mass. 

The Gray chain is a partner of 
Publix, 








Saenger’s $2 Show 


New Orleans, Dec, 20. 
Saenger’s here will give a mid- 
night performance New Year’s Eve. 
For that occasion only, the pic- 
ture house will raise its top admis- 
sion from 65c. to $2. 





MRS, SMITH CRITICALLY ILL 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Mrs. Charlotte Smith, mother of 
Mary Pickford, is said to be criti- 
cally ill at her daughter’s home in 
Beverly Hilla. 





JESSE JAMES IN 


PERSON GOT 


MORE MONEY THAN HIS FILM 





cago Worried Along 


Chicago’s Loop Houses Hit Bottom Last Week—Chi- 


to $38,500 and Oriental 


Staggered in With $32,000—Oriental’s Lowest 





NO XMAS DENT IN 
BOSTON—MET, $36,500 


Boston, Dec. 20. 

Substantial movie bills in the first 
run palaces are making it hard to 
believe that there is going to be a 
Christmas this year. All of the ear- 
marks of the usual pre-holiday sea- 
son are missing. Houses in the 
shopping zone are specially favored, 
with the Metropolitan and its ultra- 
ultra bills away ahead of previous 
years. 

Mae Murray, the blonde siren of 
the screen, is making a personal ap- 
pearance at the Met this week and 
the way they are flocking to the big 
Publix picture institution is enough 
to prophesy that there will be no 
let down. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (4,000; 50-60)—"Ser- 
enade” (Par) and good stage show 
busted pre-holiday record to do 
$36,500. 

State (4,000; 35-50)—“The 13th 
Hour” (M-G-M) and stage produc- 
tion, led by Oscar Strang and his 
band. Off mite to $17,000. 

Orpheum (3,500; 25-35-50)—"“The 
Fair Co-Ed” (M-G-M) and vaude. 
Remarkably good sailing at $22,000. 

Modern—"“The Angel of Broad- 
way” and “Women’s Wares.” Also 
Vita. $4,500. 








13 Inches of Snow 
Sorta Buried Buffalo 


Buffalo, Dec, 20. 
A marked pre-holiday depression 
at picture box offices last week. 
Also the first blizzard of the season 
leaving 13 inches of snow in its 
wake, 
Estimates for Last Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40- 
65).—"Two Araibian Knights,” 
“Steppin’ High’ and Immortal 
Melodies. Comedy film found favor 
generally. Snowstorm knocked 
stuffing out of business. Under 
$22,000. 

Hip (Publix) (2,409; 50).—“Girl 


in Pullman” and vaude, Down 
here also. Under $13,000. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 35-50). 
—‘7th Heaven” (Fox), Movietone 
and vaude, Picture occupied prac- 
tically all attention. Started strong, 
off first of week but came back. 
Estimated $16,000, 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,400; 365-50).— 
“Desired Woman” and vaude. Vaude 
made up “Coney Island” freak 
show to between $11,000 and $12,- 
000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 35-50).-—+- 
“Shield of Honor” (U) and vaude. 
Phil Spitalny and band held over 
for third week here. Estimated 
$11,000. 





“Wild Oats” 





Sam Cummins, president of the 
Public Welfare Pictures Corpora- 
tion, distributing “Some Wild 
Oats,” has applied for an injunction 
enjoining First National pictures 
from releasing “Her Wild Oats’ 
with Colleen Moore. 

Papers against First National 
were scheduled to be served yester- 
day but may have been delayed 
until today. 

“Some Wild Oats” is a sex pic- 
ture, 

Hays, Podell & Shoolman, at- 
torneys, are prosecuting for Cum- 
mins. 





HARRY HOYT GOING OVER 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Harry O. Hoyt, former director 
and now writer of original screen 
stories, applied for a passport to 
England where he will begin work 


On a one-year contract for a British 
producer. 


8 aS my Y 


Joseph M. Schenck. 
Irving Berlin. 
Lynn Farnol. 

Al Lichtman 

Max Winslow. 
Sam Salvin. 
Dorothy Gish. 
Jesse L. Lasky. 
Bernie Fineman. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Louis B. Mayer. 
J. Robert Rubin, 
Marie Dressler. 
Hedda Hopper. 
Cc. EB. Sullivan, 








Archie Mayo. 


-. 
* 





Chicago, Dec. 20, 

Annual pre-holiday dip, somee- 
times reaching panic proportions, ig 
on. Film business low in the Loop 
last week. 

So low that the highest mark in 
town amounted to only $38,500. This, 
the Chicago’s, is almost $15,000 un- 
der that theatre’s normal. Clara 
Bow, usually high-pressure lady in 
this town, did not entice the shekels 
with “Get Your Man.” 

Almost as depressing as the Chi’'s 
flop was a’ similar one by the 
Oriental. Last week’s at this sin- 
gular theatre was $13,000 or there- 
abouts below .what the Oriental 
should do. 

“Wings” and “The Jazz Singer” 
Vita, spec entrants, were no more 
than fair. 
its fourth and with the longer life 
to live, showed the better figure, 
though not much, “Wings” is in its 
final at the Erlanger, to be replaced 
by “Criss Cross” when the house 
returns temporarily to legit. 

“Loves of Carmen” opened a pop 
run at the Monroe and looked 
strong in spite of prevailing condi- 
tions in its initial week. Just how 
long the Fox picture will stick is not 
determined at this date, but the run 
will not be for less than four weeks, 

MeVicker’s has had better first 
week than the last one with “The 
Lovelorn.” Sparse returns in the 
starter, as with “Jesse James.” 
which apparently is a flop at the 
Roosevelt. Transposition of the two 
films at the two houses might have 
made some favorable difference, un- 
less the quality of the products 
themselves is the real drawback. 

Mindlins’ Playhouse made a stab 
at the Soviet residents and had a 
fair week on the strength of “Russia 
of Today,” patched-up history, 
“Forbidden Paradise,” other half of 


a magnet or entertainment, 
Orpheum is holding over “Brass 

Knuckles,” though the picture did 

not quite rate even a first week. It’s 


the title seems to have kept the 
women at a distance. Too bad, but 
too late. 

State-Lake had another very poor 
week, this time with “Man Crazy,” 
First National toss-off. Nick Alte 
rock and Al Schact were on the 
stage, in case no one knows it. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix) —“Get Your Man” 
(Par) (4,100; 50-75). Clara Bow not 
up to usual form in this try; house 
slipped again, to $38,500, around 
$15.000 under average. 

Erlanger (Erlanger) — “Wings” 
(Par) (1,345; 50-$2.20) (7th week). 
Current week last; will be first spe- 
vial to get away from Chicago with 
profit, however slight, in a year}; 
about even at $10,000 in final period, 
Garrick (Shubert)—‘"Jazz Singer” 
and Vita (W. B.) (1,293; 50-$2.20) 
(3d week). Vitaphone accompani- 
ment getting more comment than 
picture proper due to Jolson’s work; 
advance buy of about $1,800 right 
along; covering more than nut with 
$12,500. 

McVicker’s Publix) —“The Love- 
lorn” (M-G) (2,400; 50-75).. First 
week, $12,000, not notable for opener 
or for house at any time: second 
week should be sufficient. 

Monroe (Fox) —‘“Loves of Carr 
men” and Movietone (Fox) (975; 
75). Third good one for house since 
change of policy; capable follow-up 
questionable; getting money while 
getting’s good, and made $7.100 in 
first week amid adverse conditions; 
Movietone news reel for first time 
in Chicago last week; comment very 
favorable. 

Oriental (Publix) —‘“City Gone 
Wild” (Par) (2,900; 35-50-75). Still 
on downward side; last week’s $32,- 
000 theatre’s lowest since opening 


year and a half ago; Meighan 
quickie not effective. 
Orpheum (Warner) — “Brass 


Knuckles” (W. B.) (776: 59). Monte 
Blue invariable a _ certainty for 
plenty of skirts, but this title not 
attractive; house holding film for 
second week in face of so-so $6,500. 
Playhouse (Mindlin)—“Russia To- 
day” and “Forbidden Paradise” (1,- 
073; 50-$1.10). Foreign film played 
to beards of all shades at high-hat 
hut; of historical value, though 
practically news shots on a string; 
overshadowed running mate by far; 
34,100, minus loss on free cigarets 
-and coffee—and what coffe! 
Roosevelt( Publix) —“Jesse James” 
| (Par) (1,400; 50-65). Real Jesse op- 
‘erated far more successfully around 
these parts than celluloid copy; this 
Jesse glorified like a “Follies” girl, 
possibly reason; film might have 
had better break at McVicker’s: $8,- 
500 here and h.o.’ing with hopes. 
State-Lake (Orpheum) — “Man 
Crazy” (F. N.) (2,800; 35-50-65). 
Film and “or else” and not helned 
by stage attraction: when this 
house can’t do business with freak 
it is pretty bad; low again at $16,000. 
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The Jolson film, now in’ 


double bill, meant nothing, either ag‘ 


a natural for dames as a story, but * 
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ACTORS FORM OF CO 


cTANDARD. FORM 
FOR FILM PLAYERS 


New Agreement for All 
Coast Studios — Reached 
Through Producers’ and 
Actors’ Branches of 
Academy of Picture Arts 
and Sciences — Several 
Concessions in Favor of 
Actors—Former Forms of 
Various Kinds and Inequi- 
table 





nae ee 


IN EFFECT BY JAN. 1 





Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

The first standard contract ever 
granted picture players by film pro- 
ducers has been approved by com- 
mittees of both producers and 
actors working through the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences and will be effective in ail 
studios as soon as the printed forms 
are delivered from the printers, 

All studios with the exception of a 
few minor independents will be 
using the new contracts by Jan. 1. 

The standard contract is the re- 
sult of negotiations through the 
Academy on the part of actor-mem- 
bers. A committee of actors and 
producers worked on the standard 
form for three months, and the sub- 
mitted contract was unanimously 
approved by both the producers’ 
and actors’ branches of the Acad- 
emy. 

A special committee that nego- 
tiated the contract consisted of 
Conrad Nagel and Hallam Cooley 
for the actors, and M. C. Levee and 
B. P. Schulberg for the producers, 
with John Stahl acting as fifth 
member. 

The new contract was accepted 
fair and equitable, and is said to 
give players more protection than 
ever provided in a similar contract 
for their services. It will take the 
place of various forms used in the 
studios. 

Each company has had its own 
eontract form entirely different 
from all others, and players never 
knew exactly what was included in 
the contracts they were signing. 
The old contract forms were one- 
sided in favor of the producers, and 
players were placed in an embar- 
rassing position is they battled for 
protecting clauses. 

Practically every clause in the 
mew contract defines the players 
and producers rights that were 
heretofore vague and elastic. 

Provisions 
_ Principal provisions of the new 
contract include: 

Starting date “on or about” gives 
Producer leeway of 48 hours either 
way, instead of 72 hours as for- 
merly. 

Payment of salary to player for 
delay or postponement of a picture, 
unless notice is given 80 days in ad- 
vance of non-start of picture. 

Compensation to _ players 
wardrobe damaged or destroyed. 

Producers not obligated to pay 
Players replaced on account of ill- 
ness. 

Player's salary starts definite 
time after reaching location away 
from studio for initial work in pic- 
ture. 

Players who appear more than six 
Gays in any one week before camera 
get extra salary of one-sixth of 
week for working Sunday. In past, 
worked gratis. 

Players must keep casting offices 
@dvised of whereabouts when away 
from studio while holding contract 
for picture. 

Step Forward 

The new contract form ts a big 
step forward in coast picture cir- 
cles, and it is said will eliminate the 
continual unrest among the actors 
@rising from the unfair contracts 
Previously. 

It is admitted that the contract 


—,.. 


MAJOR GALE COMING OVER 
London, Dec. 20. 
Major Gale, prominent exhibitor 
@nd former head of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors’ Association, 
leaves in a fortnight for New York. 
Gale's purpose is to try and buy 


Pictures for the exhibitors’ booking 
Combine here. 


for 
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jmay develop some flaws when put | not work out fair and equitable to 
jinto practice, in which case the pro- ithe players and the studios 

|ducers have signified their willing- The standard contract, as adopted 
ness to change any clauses that do /and complete, follows: 


ARTISTS CONTRACT 


Standard Form—Continuous Employment—Weekly Basis 


AGREEMENT, made this ..... GU GE oscseces eee, 193.., between 
eee ee a ee (hereinafter called “producer”) and ..seceeceeeeeess 
(hereinafter called “artist’’). 

L 
The producer hereby engages the artist to render services as such in 
the character of ....... pecsecececes , in the motion picture, the working 
| title OF which is NOW “.coccccccecccccccccccevcccceccsens ’ at a salary of 
| waco bak eat cuckho6 cae wreb ben es BOGE. GO ccouse ve ) per week. The artist 
accepts said engagement upon the terms herein specified. 
IL. 
The employment herein shall begin on or about the ...... day of 


qescescceces , 19..., and shall continue thereafter until the completion of 
the photographing of said character. If after the expiration of the term 
hereof the producer should desire the services of the artist in making 
retakes or in taking added scenes, or in making any change or changes in 





| 
| 


VARIETY 9 
Sn a 9 
(48) hours after such place has been reached; and compensation shall 
le to the artist during the time reason ly required to return the 
irtist to the studio. If the services of the artist at the commencement of 
the term hereof are to be rendered at a place which cannot be reached 
|; from the producer's studio within twenty-four (24) hours of travel by 
ordinary means of transportation, then and in that event compensation 
| shali/shall not commence to accrue to the artist during such travel 
period and prior to the artist's first appearance before the camera at 
such place; provided, however, that in any event compensation must 
commence to accrue to the artist not later than forty-eight (48) hours 
after such place has been reached; and compensation shall/shall not 
accrue to the artist during the time reasonably required to return the 


| said photoplay, the artist agrees to render such services in connection | 


therewith as and when the producer may request, at the same rate of com- 
pensation and upon the same terms as provided for herein, said compen- 
sation to be paid only for the days on which the artist is actually so 
employed. The phrase “on or about” as hereinabove used shall allow a 
latitude of forty-eight (45) hours (exclusive of Sundays and holidays) 
either prior to or after the date hereinabove specified as the commence- 
ment of the term hereof; it being agreed that the exact date for the 


and is to be not earlier than forty-eight (48) hours before the date here- 
inabove specified, nor later than forty-eight (48) hours after the date 
hereinabove specified (exclusive of Sundays and holidays). The term 
“character” as used in this agreement shall be deemed to refer to said 
character as now written and/or as it may from time to time hereafter 
be rewritten and/or lengthened-and/or shortened by the producer in the 
exercise of its sole discretion and judgment, 


IIT, 


The artist agrees to be prompt in appearing for work as required by 
the producer, to perfor mthe required services hereunder in a conscien- 
tious and painstaking manner, and to abide by the reasonable rules and 
regulations covering the same, including all studio rules and regulations 
of the producer. The artist agrees that the producer shall have the right 
to use and give publicity to the artist’s name and likeness, photographic 
or otherwise, in connection with the distribution and exploitation,of the 
picture hereinbefore mentioned, and to authorize distributors and ex- 
hibitors so to do. The producer shall have the exclusive right to the 
services of the artist during the term hereof, and the artist agrees that 
during the term hereof the artist will not render any services of any kind 
to or for any person, firm or corporation other than the producer without 
first obtaining the express written consent of the producer. The pro- 
ducer shall have the right to photograph and reproduce any and al! of 
the artist's acts, poses, plays and appearances of any and all kinds 
during the term hereof, and to distribute and exploit the same, or any of 
them, in the photoplay hereinabove referred to and/or in any other 
photoplay and/or otherwise, as the producer may desire, 


IV. 


Where the services of the artists are required to be performed outside 
of the city of Los Angeles or its environs, the producer shall transport 
the artist and the reasonable personal baggage of the artist, and pay all 
necessary traveling expenses, including reasonable charges for board and 
lodging. v 


If the production of said photoplay be necessarily prevented, sus- 
pended, or postponed during the course of production, by reason of fire, 
accident, strike, riot, act of God, or of the public enemy, executive, or 
judicial order, no salary need be paid the artist for the first week's 
prevention, suspension or postponement, or if prevented, suspended or 
postponed by reason of the illness of any other member of the cast or 
the director, full salary shall be paid the artist for the first week's pre- 
vention, suspension or postponement; but it shall be the duty of the 
producer during said week to notify the artist in writing whether the 
producer will entirely discontinue the production or further suspend or 
postpone it; in the latter event the producer shall pay the artist half 
salary during such further suspended or postponed period. At the end 
of five (5) weeks from the date on which the producer has stopped 
production the artist may terminate this employment if the artist so 
elects, unless the producer continues thereafter to pay the artist full 
weekly compensation. In the event that said production is interrupted, 
suspended or postponed, as hereinabove in this paragraph provided, then 
and in that event the producer may terminate this employment at any 
time after the commencement of such prevention, suspension or post- 
ponement. 

VI. 


The artist/producer agrees to furnish all modern wardrobe and wearing 
apparel necessary in the judgment of the producer for the portrayal of 
said character: it being agreed, however, that should so-called “charac- 
ter” or “period” costumes be required the producer shall supply the 
same. Any loss of or damage to costumes, wardrobe and other property 
furnished by the artist necessarily arising through the performance of 
the artist’s services, or through lack of due care on the part of the pro- 
ducer, shall be paid for by the producer to the artist. All costumes, 
wardrobe and other property furnished by the producer shail belong to 
the producer and be returned promptly to it, and any loss or damage 
thereto arising through lack of due care on the part of the artist, or not 
necessarily arising through the performance of the artist’s services, shal] 
be paid for by the artist to, the producer. Any loss of or damage to 
wardrobe, for which either party hereto may be liable; shall be computed 
on the basis of depreciation schedules to be furnished from time to time 
by the American Appraisal Company. 

VII. 

The producer may terminate the artist's employment at any time 
either prior to the commencement of production of said photoplay or 
during the course of production; provided, however, that if the pro- 
ducer so elect to terminate the artist's employment hereunder more than 
thirty (30) days prior to the starting date hereinabove in paragraph Ii 
specified, then and in that event the producer shall be free from all 
liability of every kind whatsoever; but provided further that if the pro- 
ducer elect to terminate the artist's employment hereunder at any time 


after, or during the course of production of said photoplay, the producer 
shall be obligated to pay the artist such balance, if any, as is then unpaid 
for services theretofore rendered by the artist, and also one week's 
compensation, upon the payment of which the producer shall be dis- 
charged of and from all liability whatsoever hereunder. It is under- 
stood, of course, that should the producer elect to terminate the artist's 
employment hereunder, pursuant to the provisions of paragraph V hereof 
or by reason of illness on the part of the artist, then and in either of said 
events the producer shall not be obligated to pay any compensation 
whatsoever to the artist by reason of such termination. 
VIII. 


If during the first or last week of the artist's employment hereunder 





(6) full days, then the artist’s salary for such week shall be prorated, and 
for this purpose one day's salary shall be one-sixth (1-6) of the weekly 
rate. If the services of the artist at the commencement of the term 
hereof are to be rendered at a place which can be reached from the 
producer's studio within twenty-four (24) hours of travel by ordinary 
means of transportation, then and in that event compensation shall not 
begin to accrue to the artist until the artist’s first appearance before the 
eamera at such place; provided, however, that in any event compensa- 
tion must commence to accrue to the artist not later than forty-eight 


} 
; 


— 


commencement of the term hereof is to be specified by the producer | 


the artist shall have actually appeared before the camera less than six | 
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within thirty (30) days prior to said starting date, or at any tjme there- | 


| 


! 








artist to the studio. The producer need pay no salary during any period 
that the artist is incapacitated, by illness or otherwise, from performing 
the required services hereunder, and in the event of such iliness or inca- 
pacity the producer, at its option, may terminate this employment with- 
out further liability. A week shal] be deemed to start on .............. ° 
and end on the succeeding If during such week the 
artist shall have actually appeared before the camera six (6) days or less, 
including Sunday, the artist shall not be entitled to additional compensa- 
tion for services rendered on Sunday. If, however, during such week the 
artist shall have actually appeared before the camera on each day, the artist 
shall receive one day's additional compensation for the services rendered 
by the artist on Sunday, and for this purpose, also, one day's salary 
shall be one-sixth (1-6) of the weekly rate. Compensation to the artist 
hereunder shall be payable on for services rendered up 
to and including the preceding 


pe a 
All notices which the producer is required or may desire to give to 
the artist may be given either by mailing the same addressed to the 
— ers reer ee , Los Angeles, California, or such notice 
may be given to the artist personally, either orally or in writing. 
» 
The artist must advise the producer’s casting office each day as to 


wee the artist may be reached by phone at all hours of the day and 
night. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have executed this agree- 
ment the day and year first above written. 


OCR eee . 


eeeee Seer eee eo r| 
(Producer) 


Bl 460000500060 68600000 60640 0n8%s 800 6406800 bees 


eee eee eeeeee ee ee 


(Artist) 


PLENTY OF SUGAR FOR 
AT CARTHAY CIRCLE) NEW YEAR’S EVE LEGITS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Winfield R. Sheehan has a con- 
tract with Fred Miller of Carthay 
Circle for four of the Fox Produc- 
tions to play the house following 
the close of “Sunrise” there, 

The first will be John Forbes’ 
“Four Sons” following “Sunrise,” 
instead of “The Patent Leather 
Kid.” The second picture will be F. 
W. Marnau’s production now being 
made, entitled, ‘The Four Devils,” 
with the third, “Lady Crystilina,” 
directed by Frank Borzage, featur- 
ing Charles Farrell and Janet Gay- 
nor, The title of this picture will 
be changed when released. 

The fourth is to be “The Cock- 
Eyed World,” a Raoul Walsh pro- 
duction from ‘a story by Laurence 
Stallings, 











Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Netghborhood picture houses are 
going after “names” for their mid- 
night shows on New Year’s Eve. 
The attractions preferred are those 
currently playing legit in the Loop. 

Avalon and Capitol theatres, south 
side, have engaged Trixie Friganza 
and*Bernard Granville, and the Mar- 
bro and Granada, Marks BEros., 
west and north side houses, will use 
Phil Baker and Sid Silvers, among 
others. 

The special stunt has been cus- 
tomary in Chicago for the past few 
years. Last New Years the Cooney 
Bros. had Georgie Jessel come in 
from Milwaukee for a 20-minute en- 
gagement at the Capitol. 

And for plenty of sugar. 








Franklin Coming East 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Harold B. Franklin, president of 
West Coast Theatres circuit, leaves 
for the east Dec. 27. He will stop 
off at Milwaukee to formally take 
over for West Coast the Saxe cir- 


Coast “Hallelujah” Suit 
Against Picture House 


San Francisco, Dec. 20, 
Vincent Youmans and Lillian Al- 
bertson (Mrs, Louis O., Macloon), 


co-producers of “Hit the Deck” out 
here 


cuit. From there he will go to New and which is current at the 
~ sr Lurie, filed suit in U. S. District 
Franklin expects to remain in| COUrt against Nat Holt and his as- 
sociates in the Wigwam theatres. 


New York for three or four weeks. 


They allege violation of the Au- 


‘“ , @e ” . thors’ and Composers’ copyright act 
Cameraman’s Life” Film) in that soit, who is operating « 


Los Angeles. Dec. 20. combination musical and picture 
David Butler, acting before di- | Policy at the Wigwam, permitted 
recting for Fox, is shortly going to | Hallelujah” to be sung on his 


New York. 

While east he will do “The Life of 
a Newsreel Cameraman,” original 
ty William Conselman who will 
supervise it. 


stage. A restraining order is aske- 
ed and damages not fees than $750. 

“Hallelujah” has been freely used 
all over this territory by stage and 
pit orchestras ard other musical 
combinations without action being 
taken, 


BANKER CONFERS WITH 
CIRCUIT PARTNER IN LA. 


Waterloo, Ia., Dec. 20. 
Results of conferences here by 
John Dillon, New York, vice-presi- 
dent of Wesco Corporation (West 





“Sally,” but Cheaper 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Ralph Ince will not make “Sally 


Coast) and connected with the| Of the Scandals” for F. B. O., as the 
banking firm of Hayden, Stone &|%udget on production has been 
Co., New York, relative to the status | deemed too excessive for the com- 


of the Frank Amusement Co., will 


pany to handle. The story is to be 
be reported by Dillon upon his re- 


rewritten for a cheaper production 


turn home, after which action which |™eXt year when another director 
will have an important bearing upon | Will get the job. 
the local situation will be decided. Ince is directing “Crooks Can't 


The Wesco Corporation 1s princi- 
pal stockholder in the Frank Amuse- | by Joseph Jefferson, 
ment Co., of which Jack Retlaw is ee 


president, - 
“Tom” in 10 Reels 


Win,” a police story of New York 











BIRMINGHAM OPENING Los Angeles, Dec, 20. 
Sam Katz, Sam Dembow and A. Universal has edited “Uncle 
M. RBottsford leave Christmas Day | Tom's Cabin” from 13 to 10 reels, 
to represent Publix at the opening The shorter version has been pre- 
Dec, 26 of the Alabama, Birming viewed at a couple of places with 
harm. ithe audience reaction convincing 
The house becomes a spoke in the | Universa! that the newer form ts 
Publix unit wheel, opening with | the best proposition, and preferable 


‘Banjo-Mania” (stage) and the ito the original version auow at ths 
Esther Ralston picture, “Spotlight.” } Central, New York. 
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TALK DRIVES IN OLD SHORTS 





Paramount Moves Up to 


New Net Top—Mystery 


Rumors of Bull Move Just Ahead—Warner Sinks 
to 18 With Pressure on Bonds—Pathe Weak 





A sensational run-up in Fox stock 
on the Stock Exchange around noon 
yesterday sent that issue to a new 
high -or all time, close te 86. Trad- 
ing was in enormous volume, with 


more than 6,000 shares changing 
hands in blocks up to 1,500 shares 
within the space of half an hour 
between noon and 1 o’clock alone, 

The drive was rather too sudden 
and violent to be accounted for on 
the score of new buying, leaving the 
supposition that short sellers on the 
gradual advance from around 60 had 
been driven in and punished. Semi- 
official announcements had been cir- 
culated Monday near the close that 
Fox had in mind a new $50,000,000 
merger of his film-producing and 
distributing interests with his thea- 
tre properties, the two being now 
operated as separate entities al- 
though with practically the same 
management, 

Such data as came out gave no 
hint of anything in the operation to 
explain the market action, but the 
outstanding shorts took immedlate 
fright when the run-up began. 
Whole strings of quotations came 
out with advances of quarters and 
halves. Later in the day the speed 
of the campaign relaxed, but nearly 
all of the advance was retained. 
Probably a merger forcasts some 
sort of exchange of shares, a pros- 
pect of much dread to nervous 
shorts. 


Look for Something in Par 


Even before the Fox operation 
there had been a great of inside bull 
talk on Paramount. The story was 
that the company was on the eve 
©’ a very favorable announcement, 
which might be an estimate of high 
current earning rate to strengthen 
the hope of partisans that a regular 
rate of $10 might be nearer than 
supposed, or it might be a new asso- 
ciation. Almost any concern can 
get bull action right now from any 
hint of new trade consolidations 
and hook-up, and Paramount has 
always been in the forefront of any 
theoretical trade merger., 

As in Fox, there is said to be a 
considerable remainder of outstand- 
ing bear commitments, and these 
could easily be rounded up on a 
demonstration of bullish strength. 
All the elements surrounding Para- 
mount since it has got over the cold 
plunge of new financing have been 
favorable. The big new houses. ac- 
quisition of which before taxed the 





company’s resources, are now yield- 
ing profits, opening the prospect of 
bright income statements to add to 
the remarkably favorable showing 
of the third quarter. 

There is a good deal of activity 
in the new rights which have moved 
from 1 to 2 in the last week, rep- 
resenting warrants to purchase ad- 

itional common at 98%. General 


of the rights, which expire Dec. 27, 
either for a profit on the inexpen- 
sive turn, or ior the actual taking 
u©® of stock tor the longer pull. 
Paramount yesterday was close to 
111, which represents a new top 
when it is considered that the 
shares are now ex the $1.50 for 
the rights and the recent $2 quar- 
terly disbursement. Counting these 
two payment sellers at 111 would 
be getting an aggregate of about 
114%. 
Loew Marks Off Extra 


Loew was quiet yesterday around 
57%, which is about unchanged, the 
stock selling ex both its regular 
quarterly dividend of 60 cents and 
the extra of $1 voted at the last di- 
rectors’ meeting. Dealings were in 
moderate volume. The position of 
the stock seems to be that it is 
marking time for the present and 
writing for the discounting of a 
reported favorable profit and loss 
statement for the last quarter of 
the calendar year, due in January. 

Warner Bros. was one of the two 
stocks on the whole board yester- 
day to go into new low ground. 
It was sold around noon just above 
18, compared to its previous low 
ebb of 20 flat. There was distinct 
weakness at the same time in the 
company’s bonds, accompanied by 
the old reports of unfavorable re- 
lations with the banks. Warners 
started on the climb in the summer 
of 1926 at 13 and seems to have 
about made the round trip to 70 and 
back, a move that was almost en- 
tirely artificial and promoted, ac- 
cording to gossip, by downtown in- 
terests who had been left holding 
the bag with large blocks of stock. 


Pathe as Investment 


The story is that Pathe has had 
to defend itself against a good deal 
of short selling by insiders ac- 
quainted with a condition in the is- 
sue. It is said that when the P. D. 
C.-De Mille deal was consummated 
certain film trade interests asso- 
clated with the parties concerned 
were persuaded to take on stock for 
investment at a figure far above 
the present ticker price. These hold- 
ings are non-aggressive and trou- 
bled by the market situation that 
has since developed, creating a sit- 
uation that makes for an impaired 
situation in the market. Bluntly, 
the view is that a lot of smaller 
holders are scared stiff and under 
pressure might be shaken out. 

With the air full of merger talk, 
the action of Stanley in Philadel- 
phia is unexplainable except on the 
ground that it is being artificially 
depressed. Stanley has figured in 
talk of a number of possible consol- 
idations, but its behavior has been 
discouraging. Monday on relatively 
large dealings it broke under 55 for 
the second time—one of those “dou- 





rokerage houses, bullish on the 
film leader, have advised purchase 


Summary for week ending Dec. 17: 


ble bottoms.” The other out of town 
issues fared well enough. 


STOCK EXCHANGE 
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U. A. RESUMES JAN 1: 





Los Angeles, Dec. 209 
United Artists intends to resume 
studio activity Jan. 1. 


Norman Talmadge will be the 


first to start production, on “The 
Woman Disputed,” with Henry 
King directing. Constance Tal- 
madge will follow shortly with 


“East of the Setting Sun,” adapted 
by Eric von Stroheim. 

Other U. A. productions for the 
year are “My Woman,” starring 
Norma Talmadge, and another for 
Constance Talmadge. Two features 
are to be made by D. W. Griffith. 
One by Cornine Griffith. 

John Barrymore, in’ the “Life of 
Cellini,” with Camilla Horn oppo- 
site, 

Roland West will start production 
on “The Purple Mask” in March. 

Lillian Gish has contracted to do 
two pictures during the year. 
Gloria Swanson will do “The Last 
of Mrs. Cheney.” 

Mary Pickford and Douglas Fair- 

banks will follow their policies of 
making one picture each. 
Samuel Goldwyn will have his 
biggest year as a producer for U.A., 
making five features with Vilma 
Banky and Ronald Colman in in- 
dividuai starring productions. 

Charlie Chaplin is to make one 
picture, based on a story of “Sui- 
cide Club.” 

Howard Hughes will make four 
specials and six program features, 
and Edwin Carewe will produce 
two, with Dolores Del Rio starred. 





Par Allows Lee’s Demand 
For $35,000 Per Picture 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Paramount has not set tight on 
the agreement made with other 
members of the producers’ associa- 
tion to refuse to exercise options 
on high salaried directors and play- 
ers. 

For about three weeks it was de- 

termined not to allow Rowland V. 
Lee a $5,000 increase per picture for 
the next year. Lee had made good 
with Paramount, having turned out 
three with Pola Negri. 
On the surface the producers 
were steadfast in their stand. Then 
word got to them that an outside 
producer was angling for Lee. He 
was then called in, the okay given 
and during 1928 he will get $35,000 
each’ to make three pictures. 


Hays Rule for Newsreel 


On Incoming Steamers 


At a meeting of news reel repre- 
sentatives called together by Will 
Hays last week a resolution was 
drawn whereby all the reels agreed 
not to attempt to get film taken 
abroad from vessels arriving before 
they reach quarantine. 

The customs officials have turned 
down requests from several reels 
asking for permission to go out to 
ships in motor launches to pick up 
film. 

One of the news reels got permis- 
sion to go out to the ship which 
brought the Lindbergh pictures. 
Since then the other organizations 
have applied to customs officials for 
the same privileges, with the re- 
sult that none will now have this 
advantage. 

Hays suggested the above ruling 
in order to prevent disputes in the 
future. 











FARLEY AND SHIRLEY 


JOIN IN SCHENECTADY 
Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 20. 

It was announced Sunday by W. 
W. Farley, of the Farash Theatre 
Corp., that William M. Shirley, 
manager of the Van Curler theatre, 
had been made general manager of 
all Farash theatres here. 

Van Curler now becomes part of 
the Farash chain. Vitaphone and 
Movietone go into the Strand and 
the Van Curler will remain dark 
temporarily. 

Guy Graves, manager of the State 
theatre, becomes associate manager 
of the chain. 

It is understood that Farley re- 
tains half interest, with Shirley hav- 
ing 30 per cent. and Graves 20 per 
cent. 





D. W.’S “DRUMS” AT RIVOLI 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

“Drums of Love,” D. W. Griffith’s 

first picture under his new contract 

with United Artists, will probably 





have title changed to “The Dance 
of Life.” 


IMMEDIATE LINE-UP 


PUBLIX AND I. A. 


No Relief From Yellow Card Men 
by Stage Hands 








Request by Publix that the I, A. 
T. S. E. reduce the number of yellow 
card stage hands used in its pre- 
sentations has been denied. 

The ruling is that there shall not 
be less than ten men employed by 
Publix on presentations. 


Butterfield’s 85-House 
Circuit in Michigan 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

W. S. Butterfield’s plans for 1928 
stamp the circuit as in practical 
control of the most important the- 
atrical interests in Michigan. 

Besides the three Butterfield 
houses set to open in January, the 
circuit proposes new theatres in 
Battle Creek, Muskegon and Jack- 
son. The completed trio are the 
Michigan, Ann Arbor; Capitol, Flint, 
and Grand, Grand Haven. 

With these and affilliations, But- 
terfield will claim 85 theatres, all in 
Michigan. 

Among the contemplations is a 
booking office in Chicago or Mil- 
waukee with the former likely. Acts 
could leave Chicago for a Butter- 
field route milestoned by Detroit, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Marquette, Calu- 
met, back to Chicago. 


Carey Wilson Directing 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Carey Wilson, who leaves First 
National as a producer Jan. 1, will 
return to it in March as a director. 


He will be assigned the megaphone 
for “Synthetic Sin,” Colleen Moore’s 














next, following “Lilac Time.” 
Miss Moore’s final picture for 
First National under her present 


contract is “Oh Kay.” It will be 
directed by Mervin Leroy. 


Mer. Has 6 Merchants 
Arrested for Sunday Biz 


Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 20. 
The old blue law against pictures 
on Iowa’s Sabbath flared out again 
at Villisca last. week. Six mer- 
chants were arrested for blue law 
violations. 

Dr. J. F. Liken filed the informa- 
tion against the storekeepers. In 
addition to healing the sick, Dr. 
Liken backs the city’s movie house. 
He states he will continue to file 
information on all city merchants 
until the city council permits the 
picture theatre to remain open on 
Sundays. 

Liken is determined that if Vil- 
lisca doesn’t want movies on Sun- 
day, then the town won't get so 
much as one candy bar on that day 
either, 








Leasing Selig Studio 

Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Al D’Agostino and Thomas A, 
Persons have taken over the old 
Selig studio on Mission road and 
will operate it as a leasing studio 
for independent picture companies. 
D’Agostino was formerly a part 
owner of the Tec-Art studios in 
New York and Hollywood, while 
Persons was lessee of the Biograph 
studio in New York. He was the 
first to introduce the plan of leas- 
ing studio space and building sets 

on a contract basis. 


8 Cos. on FBO Lot 


Los Angeles, Dec 20. 

With eight producing companies 
now working at FBO studios, a 
record for activity is established by 
this company for the year. 

Pictures in production are “The 
Devil’s Trade Mark,” “Beyond Lon- 
don’s Lights,” “Skinner’s Big Idea,” 
“Alex the Great,” “Sally of the 
Scandals,” “Valley of Superstition,” 
“Trail of Courage,” and “The Law 
of Fear.” 


3 BY JACK LONDON 


Los Angeles, Dec 20. 
Bud Barsky, now known as Roy 
Fitzroy, and assigned to supervise 
three Jack London stories for Tif- 
fany-Stahl, will begin production 








next week. 
Titles of stories are: “Devils’ 
Skipper,” to be directed by John 


Adolphi; “Stormy Waters,” directed 
by Edgar Lewis, and “Prowlers of 
the Sea,” no director as yet selected. 





Manny Cohen Sailing 
Manny Cohen, head of Paramount 
news reel, goes to Europe shortly 
after the first of the year. 
He will look over the foreign field 











and organization, 


4 STANLEY HOUSES — 
SPLITTING STAGE COSTS 


B’klyn, Wash., Baltimore and 
Richmond’s Units Staged 
by E. L. Hyman 





Four Stanley houses, with the 
Brooklyn Strand as the keystone 
theatre, are hooked up on idea of 
playing presentations, cost of which 
will be split by the four houses to 
permit more elaborate productions. 
E. L. Hyman, Brooklyn Strand’s di- 
rector, will produce the shows to 
open at his house. They will then 
play the Earle, Washington, D. C.; 
New Stanley, Baltimore, and the 
Mosque, Richmond, Va., in that or- 
der. 

Hyman is installing a band policy 
in each of the southern houses to 
play the units acter he gets through 
with them. He opens Art Kahn as 
m. c. at the Brooklyn Strand Dec. 
31. Russ Morgan is slated for the 
Earle, but m, c.’s have yet to be 
definitely assigned to the other 
stands. Hyman will have personal 
supervision of the four theatres, 


German “Contingent” 
Excludes U. S. Film 


Berlin, Dec. 12. 

The system of picture “contin- 
gents” has gotten another black eye, 
This governmental law demands 
that no more American films be let 
into Germany than there are Ger- 
man films to balance them. 

As a result, innumerable shoddy 
features, which will never be shown 
in even the smallest picture houses, 
have been thrown together merely 
to give the big American specials a 
chance to get in. 

Now Fox has made a successful 
five-reel picture about the German 
capital and called it “Berlin.” Al- 
though generally praised by the 
press the German government re- 
fused to allow Fox to bring in one 
of their American films for it—the 
government claim being that “Bere 
lin” was only an educational, 











“Tronsides” With Music 
Only at Million Dollar 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
“Old Ironsides” will be the next 
attraction at the Million Dollar, fol- 
lowing its 20-week run in Graue 
man’s Egyptian as a road show. 

Presentations wiil be eliminated 
but, Leo Forbstein’s orchestra is 
to be increased from 15 to 40. The 
orchestra will be moved from the 
pit to the stage and give a 45- 
minute symphonic concert four 
times daily. 

This will be the only house in 
Los Angeles selling strictly on a 
musical program. Before coming 
to the Million Dollar, Forbstein waa 
musical conductor at the Metro- 
politan and Grauman’s Egyptian. 





Fox Studio Cafe 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Following on the heels of Para- 
mount, Fox is building a cafeteria 
inside of the studio grounds. A 
private cafe is to be built for ex- 
ecutives, The new structure will 
occupy the space now devoted to 
the comedy department, of which 
George E. Marshall is the head. 
A new building is being built for 
that department which will have 
25 offices. 





PAR’S INTERNAT. PUBLICITY 


Los Angeles, Dec 20. 

Paramount is establishing an intere 
national sales promotion division in 
its publicity department at the local 
studios, 

Jack Pegler was brought on from 
New York to head the department. 
It will act as_a medium between 
the Arch Reeve department here 
and the publicity departments of 
the home office and exchanges 
abroad. 





“TRELAWNEY”—“ACTRESS” 
Los Angeles, Dec 20. 
M-G-M has changed the title of 
“Trelawney of the Wells” to “The 
Actress.” Production starts Dec. 27 
with Ralph Forbes opposite Norma 
Shearer. Sydney Franklin direct- 
ing. 





In “The Canyon of Adventure.” 
Ken Maynard starring for F. N., aré 
Virginia Browne Faire, Eric Mayn® 
Theodore Lorch, William Franey- 





Al Rogell directing. 
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LPMPL’S DRIVE ON UNIONIZING § 
ALL NEWSREEL CAMERAMEN 





Warns Will Bar Newsreels Where Union Labor Is 


Concerned Unless Crank Boys Join by Jan. 1—| 
Photography School for Condition— 


Blames 


International Photographers of the 
Motion Picture Industries (camera- 
men’s union) made the first step to 
force newsreel cameramen into their 
organization when stopping repre- 
sentatives of Fox, M-G-M, Para- 
mount, International and Kinograms 
Dec. 14 at Madison Square Garden. 
The cameramen were there to shoot 
the opening of the Oriental Exposi- 
tion. 

An official of the IL P. M. P. L 
stated to a Variety reporter that 
while they did not possess any ju- 
risdiction over ordinary exteriors, 
such aS compose a majority of the 
items in newsreels, they would in- 
sist that when interiors were taken 
with the necessary co-operation o. 
union labor the men at the crank 
must be union also. 

After some discussion Al Gold, 
Tom Craven, Chas, Bergen, Leo 
Rossi and M. Vandeveer, the cam- 
eramen in question, were permitted 
to shoot in the Garden. However, 
they were warned that the newsreels 
would not be permitted to take the 
beauty contest later in the month in 
connection with the same exposition. 

Letter to Newsreels 

The I. P. M. P. I. has sent letters 
to all newsreel companies notifying 
them that all cameramen must be 
unionized by Jan. 1, 1928., What will 
happen if this is not accomplished 
is not revealed, but the cameramen 
mention their affiliation with the 
amusements crafts and their ability 
to deal, if necessary, with the thea- 
tres controlled by the companies. 

The I. P. M. P. IL. has been organ- 
ized about a year and claims to hold 
the only charter that has or can be 
issued by the American Federation 
of Labor for cameramen. This sets 
aside reports from Los Angeles that 
members of the American Society of 
Cinematographers, heretofore purely 
social and artistic, were seeking 
union affiliations. The I. P. M. P. L 
claim to be the highest-scaled union 
fin the country, having a minimum 
of $150 weekly for industrial work 
and $250 weekly for studio produc- 
tion work. It is denied that a simi- 
lar scale for newsreel cameramen is 
sought. 

What the union officials object to 
is the sending out of a cameraman 
with “suitcase” portable arc-lights, 
compelling him to act as his own 
electrician. They also find the 
present start: ¢ salary o° $30 and 
the absence of definite hours objec- 
tlonable. Instances of cameramen 
on newsreels working 36 to 48 hours 
on a stretch are mentioned. 


Union Blames School 


The union is frank in placing the 
blame for salary and working con- 
ditions in the newsreel field upon 
the New York Institute of Photog- 
raphy. This is a “school” for cam- 
eramen, obtaining its pupils by 
magazine advertisements and turn- 
ing out cameramen in a few weeks 
to a few months. The graduates lie 
around idle, waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to grab some one’s job, the 
union claims. Hence the fear of 
many newsreel cameramen that they 
will be fired if associating them- 
selves with the I. P. M. P. I. 

A further move of the cameramen 
is directed against “still” photogra- 
phers working on stages or wherever 
members of the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
are concerned. This move is di- 
rected chiefly against the White 
Studio, which does much theatre 
interior photography. 

“Newsreel’s Angle 

The newsreel companies appear 
not to take the prospect of a union- 
ized camera staff seriously. One 
executive stated that as the field 
Was already overcrowded, both in 
the number of newsreels and the 
shumber of cameramen, he did not 
see how the I. P. M. P. I. could get 
far with any proposition that in- 
volved a further increase of the 
already heavy overhead of running 
a newsreel, 

A version of the Madison Square 
Garden incident offered by a news- 
reel executive was that the Elec- 
tricians’ Union representatives on 
duty at the time did not know of 
or recognize the L BR M. P. L 

In reply to a direct question by 
® Variety reporter as to the prob- 
able attitude of the newsreels 
case of an issue, an executive stated 


unofficially that he thought there, puting raw 
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R. R. Station Movies 





Paris, Dec. 20. 

A local picture exhibitor has 
proposed the installing of a 
film show in one of the 
Paris railroad terminal's large 
waiting rooms. 

The idea is to entertain pas- 
sengers, with or without an 
admission fee, and place a 
large clock near the screen. 


Arbitration Board Sets 
Walter Reade Back $1,500 


A “film switching” case has been 
decided by 
(three members of the T. O. C. C. 
and the New York Film Board of 
Trade) against Walter Reade, New 
Jersey theatre operator, defendant. 
Reade was instructed to pay $1,500 
to the plaintiffs, Vitagraph, F. B. O.., 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer and the 
Commonwealth film companies. 

The case was first brought to 
the attention of Louis Phillips, at- 
torney for the Film Board of Trade, 
when Reade was charged with 
“switching films” between his the- 
atres in Perth Amboy. Some 15 
pictures were involved, the four 
plaintiffs avowing that Reade only 
booked the films for one house and 
that they were “biked,” or sent by 
messenger, to his other theatres. 

The decision is final as Reade 
had previously agreed to abide by 
the decision of the board. It was 
Reade’s contention that the com- 
panies knew of the placements and 
that the bookers had been notified 
of the switches of the film. 


Ask U. S, Film Duty 
Be Raised 2c. a Foot 


Ottawa, Dec. 20. 
No bill to compel Canadian pic- 
ture exhibitors to show a certain 
percentage of British or Canadian 
pictures, similar to the ons just 
passed in England, will come be- 
fore the Canadian House of Com- 
mons when it convenes Jan 26. 
There is, however, before the ad- 
visory board on the tariff, an ap- 
plication by three Canadian film 
companies for an increase in the 
duty on American pictures from 
three to five cents a foot. There is 
atso a further application to have 
the duty on raw negative reduced. 
Reports show more raw film used 
in 1927 than in any other two years. 
This is partly because of the visit 
of the Prince of Wales and the 
subsequent demand for news stuff. 
Also the gaining activities of Ca- 
nadian producers, of which five are 
now at work. 


Remake Moore Vita 


Florence Moore will remake her 
Vitaphone recording which the late 
Sam Warner okayed, but which the 
comedienne disapproved. Miss 
Moore has accepted $2,000 as half 
payment on her .record, with the 
remaining $2,000 on its remake. 























“Oxford” Postponed 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Rather than gamble on weather 
conditions for exterior scenes, Para- 
mount will not make “Oxford” with 
Richard Dix until late spring. 

Dix will start Jan. 5 on “Woman 
Trap,” a northwoods story. Gregory 
La Cava directing. 





would be no opposition but it was 
entirely up to the IL. P. M. P. L to 
sell the cameramen on the union 
idea. “I don’t think the high- 
salaried crack men would join such 
a union,” he said. 

The $30 a week salary received by 
some cameramen was explained by 
the companies on the grounds that 
they had to teach beginners the 
rudiments and that for a consider- 
able period cameramen were often 
liabilities rather than assets. It was 
when com- 


pensive propositions 


film costs. 


the arbitration board | 


in | implied that the beginners were ex- | 
| ducing a series of 12 society dramas 
‘Jan. 1. ) 


PICTURES 








MEN IN BOOTH 
FOR ONE PICTURE 


$100 Weekly for Each Union 
Operator for “Wings”—Not | 
Enough Room in Booth 


General Blectric is letting Para- 
{jmount have its Symphonic film de- 
ivice for “Wings” at cost, with this 

‘ost estimated to have run to $15,- 
/ 000 for the six road troupes of the | 


| “effect” | 


air picture now using the 
attachment, 
| Added to that investment is an 


|installation cost of about $3,000 or 
$4,000 for every theatre “Wings” 
| plays, besides Paramount being 
more or less subject to the whims 
| of the various local operators’ l!o- 
| cals as to how many men must be 
in the booth. 

Only four projectionists are being 
used in New York, but for the Chi- 
} cago run of eight weeks it was nec- 
essary to have eight operators on 
the rollcall at $100 per week per 
man. Not only would it be impossi- 
ble for eight men to actually work 
in a booth, but the union boys have 
a five-day week, plus a ruling that 
| they only work one show a day. 








PHILLIPS JOINS PAR. 


Louis Nizer As Successor On Film 
Board of Trade—Effective Jan, 1 
Louis Phillips, for four years at- 

|torney and executive secretary of 

the New York Film Board of Trade, 
has resigned to become associated 
with the legal staff of Paramount 
in New York. The Film _ Board, 
by unanimous vote, has elected 

Phillips’ law partner, Louis Nizer, 

as his successor. The change be- 

comes effective January 1. 

The switch of Phillips to Par- 
amount dees not dissolve the law 
partnership of Phillips and Nizer. 
Phillips sailed yesterday (Tuesday) 
for a two weeks’ trip to Havana 
before taking up his new duties. 


$50,000 in Extra Scenes 
To Make “Enemy” $2 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
M-G-M will release “The Enemy” 
as one of its three road-show spe- 














cials for next year. Added scenes 
are being made to put the film in 
the big money class. 

Fred Niblo completed the picture 
nearly three months ago. After 
studio officials saw it previewed 
they decided to spend $50,000 more 
to add the scenes. 

The added scenes include a bat- 
tlefront sequence of spectacular 
nature, being staged by Cedric Gib- 
bons, art director of M-G-M. This 
is Gibbons’ first attempt at dfrect- 
ing a picture. The scenes include 
battle panoramas which studio ex- 
ecutives feel should have the ar- 
tistic touches. 

Niblo consented to Gibbons’ di- 
rection of the extra scenes, as 
Niblo is tied up directing “Leather- 
face” for Sam Goldwyn. 

None of the principal players of 
“The Enemy” is being used by Gib- 
bons. Only extras are employed in 
the battle sequences. 





Clara’s “Mercury” Story 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

“Ladies of the Mob,” which ap- 
peared in story form in the “Amer- 
ican Mercury” from the pen of Er- 
nest Rooth, now sérving a life term 
in Folsom prison, will be the next 
starring vehicle for Clara Bow. 
William L. Wellman will direct. 

In the Booth story six women 
characters are described. The 
screen treatment will provide parts 
for but two. 

Miss Bow has started on 
Hair.” 


“Red 








RORK’S “HOUSEBOAT ON STYX”’ 
Los Angeles, Dec 20. 

Sam Rork will produce “The 

Houseboat on the Styx,” starring 


Will Rogers, for First National in 
March. 
“Houseboat” is by John Bangs, 


being owned two years ago by Em- 
mett Flynn who was siated to make 
it for Fox. 








Carlos’ Productions 
Los Angeles, Dec. 29. 
A. Carlos has established produc- 
tion headquarters at Tec Art 
studios, where he will begin pro- 
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LEFT IN CHICAGO 


Transfer Jan. 1 Marks End of Aschers as Showmen 
—Going Into Real Estate—Had Glorious Outlook 
at Start, but Conditions Blocked It 








ONE AFTER ANOTHER 


Walier Meyers, local repre- 
sentative of the William Mor- 
ris Agency, called on a picture 


actress in Hollywood. Meyers 
introduced himself, adding 
“I'm from the William Morris 
Agency.” 

“Oh!” replied the screen 
luminary, “but I'm quite sure 
that bill has already been 


taken care of by my attorney.” 


Vita After Dramatic 














Vitaphone is going in more for 
dramatic and comedy sketch talk- 
ers, with the demand for comedy 
talking acts. There is an overplus 
of the conventional musical and in- 
strumental numbers, 

To supplement this, some impor- 
tant “names” are being experimented 
with for the talking film playlets, 
such as Conrad Nagel and Monte 
Blue. 

Hugh Herbert from vaudeville 
hag “canned” two sketches for Vita- 
phone, “Realization,” an _ original 
story by Murray Roth, and the 
vaudeville standard, “Solomon's 
Children,” which Herbert did in 
vaude for some time. Burr Mcintosh 
has done a dramatic skit, “Non- 
Support,” a courtroom playlet, and 
Hal Crane, authoft of “The Lash,” 
which Johnny Hines did in vaude- 
ville for some time, has Vita-pro- 
duced it with himself in the stellar 
role. 

Vita's new artists include Leon 
Varvara, Frank and Teddy Sabini, 
Sally Fields, Solly Ward, Frank 
Gaby, Jane and Katherine Lee, 
Cooper and Stept, among others. 

Bryan Foy handling the direction. 


Joe LaRose with Loew’s 


Kansas City, Dec. 20. 

Joe LaRose, formerly of the Fox, 
Philadelphia, has arrived to take 
over the production job at Loew’s 
Midland, here, and Loew's State, St. 
Louis, 

The productions for the two 
houses will be built and produced 
here. For this city the stage shows 
will be built a,ound the permanent 
house band, The Midianders, the 
house ballet, The Rockets, with 
Jack Sidney, as master of cere- 
monies, conducting the stage band, 
doing a speciality or two and clown- 
ing through the bill. 








Atlanta’s Over-Seating 
Adjusted by Pooling? 
Atlanta, Dec, 20. 

Despite denials from interested 
parties, the report continues here 
that the seat war which has raged 
here for several months is to be 
ironed out in the near future by a 
deal involving Publix, Universal, 
Keith-Albee and Loew interests. 

It is reported Loew's will close 
about Jan. 1 and move their layout 
into the Capitol, now operated by 
Universal with Pantages vaudeville. 
Simultaneously, the Howard will 
cease the expensive weekly drawing 
stage presentations and settle down 
to a straight picture policy. 

This move is seen by local show- 
men to be about the only feasible 
solution of Atlanta's theatrical 
problem. Loew's is the oldest the- 
atre in town and antiquated. Capt- 
tol and Kelth’s Georgia are new and 
commodious. 


RETAKES ON “EDEN” 





Los Angeles, Dec. 290. 
Lewis Milestone, director of Cor- 
rine Criffith’s latest U. A. picture, 
Garden of Eden,” completed “The 
Tempest” rather abruptly when it 
was found that after a preview of 
the Griffith picture it was necessa-y 


to retake a number of scenes. He 
worked nearly a week to film them. 
Meantime, Sam Taylor is alone 


and wiil finish directing the Barry- 
more picture, 


And Comedy Skits 


+ 
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Chicago, Dec, 20. 
On Jan. 1, or thereabouts, William 
Fox will recover complete control 
‘of the Ascher Bros. theatre inter- 
j} ests. F 

This will mark the passing of the 
Aschers who once threatened to be- 
come the biggest theatre owners 
and operators in the Middle West 
and among the biggest in the coun- 


try. They will in the future de- 
|} vote their activities to real estate, 
itheir aim for some time. 

When taking the Ascher reins, 
| Fox will acquire six theatres in 
| Chicaro, among them a de luxe stage 
|band house, Sheridan. These are 
the remnants of the circuit which 


once controlled about 26 theatres 
and stretches as far as Fon-du-Lac 
and Manitowoc in Wisconsin, and 
Dayton and Cincinnati in Ohio, 

The half-dozen remaining Ascher 
stands are the Sheridan, Commer- 
clal, Crown, Portage Park, Midwest 
and Terminal. The first three are 
profitable and have been retained 
for that reason during the Aschers' 
general unloading campaign carried 
on for the past year or so, 

Aschers Muffed 

It is the belief in Chicago that the 
Aschers should be in the notch now 
occupied by Balaban & Katz and 
that the start they received should 
have warranted it. But continual 
adversity, inside friction and fre- 
|quent business depression gagged 
|; any success the brothers were bound 
for. Through all the years of op- 
erating, only the tenacity and busi- 
ness ability of Nate and Max of the 
Ascher Bros. kept the circuit to- 
gether as long as it did exist. 

Two years ago, when the Aschers 
were in need of financial assistance, 
Fox purchased their entire issue of 
preferred stock for approximately 
$500,000, Complete control now 
gained will intrench Fox deeply in 
Chicago. At present the Monroe, 
Straight pictures, is the sole Fox 
house here. 

Clyde Eckhardt, now district man- 
ager of the Fox film exchange here, 
will possibly be general manager of 
Fox interests In Chicago. Another 
probability for an executive capa- 
city is Abe Cohen, now managing 
the Monroe. 

John Zanft and Jacl Leo, of the 
Fox office in New York, came in to 
complete the deal and are remain- 
ing temporarily to inspect prop- 
erties and decide on policy. 
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Young Operator in Bey; 
Tried to Run Theatre 


Schenectady, N. Y., Dee. 20. 

The, attempt of Arthur Dietz, 
young film operator, to manage the 
Rialto, has ended in the bankruptcy 
court. He took over the house, on 
a lease from Frank A. Coss in 1926, 
paying a yearly rental and $3,000 
for good will. 

Liabilities are $5,237 and no as- 
sets. In addition to the money he 
sunk himself, his wife, associated 
with him in the management, lost, 
and so did hig father and mother, 
the latter one of the creditors for 
$370. 

The largest creditor is Coss (who 
has since resold the theatre), to 
whom he owes $2,126. Warner- 
Vitagraph Co. is a creditor for $250, 
the amount of judgment returned 
against Dietz by the Film Board of 
Arbitration. 


FRISCO AND MOVIETONE 
San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

Movietone probably will be intro- 
duced to this city by the Embassy, 
local home of Vitaphone, 

W. B. Wagnon, of the Embassy, 
is now negotiating with a view to 
installing Movietone right after the 
first of the year, running both talk- 
ing pictures as part of his regular 
house program. 
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OF FILM MAZDA LIGHTING 


Producers Agree to Suggestions for Unversed Me- 


chanics Studio Staff to Be Informed on New| 
Light Equipment—Instruction by Cameramen 





Los Angeles, Dec 

Producers have accepted sugges- 
tion of the technicians’ branch 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, that’ demonstra- 
tions be held for the benefit of | 
cameramen, master electricians, art | 
directors and others to acquaint | 
them with the details ‘of making | 
pictures with mazda lighting in- 
stead of arcs. 

The use of mazda equipment in 
the studios has been limited, It} 
is said that less than 10 camera- 
men are fully conversent with cor- 
rect use of the lights gained from 
actual experience with them. 

A committee of the producers will 
supervise the expenditure of funds 
in connection with the demonstra- 
tions, and various studios will fur- 
nish the sets and equipment. The 
technicians have committees in each 
studio to arrange dates of demon- 
strations for all employees inter- 
ested in lighting sets. 

The demonstrations will take the 
form of schools of instruction for 
the benefit of the cameramen and 
others to make all proficient with 
the new equipment purchased by 
all of the big companies, 

Cameramen proficient in lighting 
with mazdas will demonstrate the 
lamps and explain method of set-up 
and amount of light necessary for 
various types of interiors. 
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Leonard Re-engaged by 


Film “Dr.” and Director 


Los Angeles,’ Dec. 20. 

Robert Z. Leonard, one of the old 
guard of directors at the M-G-M 
lot, Culver City, has been re-signed 
for two years. 

Leonard has been known as a 
film doctor and emergency man, be- 
sides directing six pictures a year. 
His directing and emergency work 
has consisted of jumping in on pic- 
tures that other directors have 
started and also remaking produc- 
tions assigned to the shelf. 





. 
Bray’s “Bride” First 

“Bride of M*he Colorado” has been 
gelected by Charles W. Bray as the 
final title for the first feature made 
by his organization. 

The picture is now in production 
on the Colorado river, with Elmer 
Clifton directing. 


MONTE BLUE IN TAHITI 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Monte Blue has been loaned to 
M-G-M by Warners, to play the 
lead in “Southern Skies,” to be 


made in Tahiti by Robert Flaherty 
and W. 8S. Van Dyke. 

Blue sails from San 
Dec. 28. 


Francisco 


B’KLYN ALHAMBRA’S ACTS 


Alhambra, Brooklyn, is adding 
stage presentations to its former 
straight picture policy. The change 
goes into effect next week. 

The house will have a permanent 
stage band, booking acts independ- 
ently. 


JULIAN JOHNSON’S CONTRACT 


‘Los Angeles, Dee 20. 

Paramount has given Julian John- 
son, editorial] supervisor, a new con- 
tract for one year. 

Johnson is the only one of the 
Long Island Paramount officials 
now employed in an executive po- 
sition at the local studios. 


DOROTHY KITCHEN’S TERM 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Dorothy Kitchen has been placed 
under a five-year contract by Fox 
through Jesse Wadsworth, 
Miss Kitchen will play the femi- 
nine lead in “The Escape.” 


Logue’s First for F. N. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Charles Logue has signed to write 
scenarios for First National, and 
is now making the adaptation of 
“The Heart of a Follies Girl,” Billie 
Dove’s next. John Dillon directing. 

This is Logue’s first since resign- 
ing from Universal, 





— 





MANAGER IN “KILTS” 


Salt Lake, Dec. 20. 
Grant Pemberton, manager 
of Pantages, recently played 
a bagpipe rendition of “Annie 
Laurie” when that picture was 
here. Pemberton wore full 
i Scottish kilt attire. 
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5-10c NEW SCALES IN 
CHI’S NEIGHBORHOODS 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Several outlying picture houses 
have changed hands recently and 
adopted a 5-10 policy. Saulken, 
Stitsburg & Ruben have taken over 
the Peerless theatre, 3955 Grand 
boulevard; Johnny Mendikow 
opened the Independence theatre, 
3725 Roosevelt; Cecil Vigdor sold 
his Alma house, 5253 Wentworth, 
to Tom Cristus, and -Mrs. E. L. 
Doxey sold the Lawn theatre, 3954 
W. 46th street, to Nick Doxas, for- 
merly employed by Skouras Bros., 
St. Louis. 


Skourases Operating for 
West Coast in Midwest 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Under an arrangement made be- 
tween West Coast theatres circuit 
and the Skourases of St, Louis, the 
latter will operate the Saxe Circuit 
when the latter goes under the West 
Coast direction. 

The Gateway, a new house at 
Kenosha, Wis., also a West Coast 
link, will 6pen Dec. 31, operated by 
the Skourases. 

Skouras Brothers of St. Louis are 
partners with Publix in some of the 
Skouras southwestern houses, par- 














BROOKHART BILL FOR 
INDIE EXHIB RELIEF 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

| Hearings are scheduled to open 
| immediately after the holiday recess 
|on the Brookhart bill aimed at block 
|booking and the alleged monopoly 
}in the motion picture industry. 

This has been promised to Sen- 
jator Smith W. Brookhart by Senator 
James E. Watson (R), Ind., chair- 
man of the interstate 








committee. | 

The bill, printed in Variety last 
week, incorporates a hoped for 
remedy, as Senator Brookhart 


states, for the “ills of the independ- 
ent exhibitors,” has created consid- 
erable interest in the upper legisla- 
tive body of Congress. 

Questions put to Abram F. Myéts, 
federa] trade commissioner, in ref- 
erence to the bill, were met with an 
expression of surprise that was still 
further manifested when he was in- 
formed that Senator Brookhart was 
sponsoring the bill. Mr. Myers 
would not comment. Nor would he 
reply when questioned as to whether 
or not he believed he would be called 
during the hearings. 

This same question put to Senator | 
Brookhart was answered by the 
statement that anybody knowing 
anything of the situation will be 
brought before the committee. 
Line-up of the new Senate inter- 
state commerce committee, the Re- 
publican members of which are the 
same as last session, is as follows: 
Republicans: James E. Watson, 
Ind., chairman; Frank R. Gooding, 
Idaho; James Couzens, Mich.; Si- 
meon D. Fess, Ohio; Robert B. 
Howell, Neb.; Guy D. Goff, W. Va.; 
W. B. Pine, Okla.; Frederic M. 
Sackett, Ky.; Jesse H. Metcalf, R. 
I., and Coleman du Pont, Del. 
Democrats: Ellison D. Smith, 
S. C.; Key Pittman, Nev.; Wm. 
Cabell Bruce, Md.; C. C. Dill, Wash.; 
Burton K. Wheeler, Mont.; Earle B. 
Mayfield, Tex.; Harry B. Hawes, 
Tex.; Hugo L. Black, Ala., and Rob- 
ert F. Wagner, N. Y. 


3 New Long Distance 
Disk Record Devices 


Three orchestra synchronizing 
disk record devices are being pre- 
pared for small town use. Orches- 
traphone was lately demonstrated 
at the Tivoli, New York. 

Edison is planning to put out a 











ticularly in St. Louis. 

The West Coast-Skouras connec- 
tion, for operation of the Saxe 
houses is believed to be through the 
banking relations of each. 


Hidden Orchestra on Stage 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

Ackerman & Harris have inno- 
vated an orchestral novelty for 
their Cameo (pictures) that has the 
customers speculating as’to just 
how it is being worked out. A booth 
is erected on stage, having a sound- 
prodf roof, wherein are stationed the 
several musicians who make up the 
orchestra. The booth is masked in 
by black drapes so that it is en- 
tirely invisible to anyone in the 
audience, and yet gives the players 
a clear view of the screen. . 

The pictures are cled and accom- 
paniment fs played with all instru- 
ments muted, so that there is no 
blaring of trumpets or harsh rasp- 
ing of strings. The effect is very 
restful to the ear, and as the musi- 
cians cannot be seen there has 
jarisen much controversy as to 
| whether or not the orchestration is 














| being provided by mechanical 
;device or by humans. And if the 
latter, how many? 


It is quite an innovation for the 
{smaller picture houses, and is the 
idea of Sam. Harris of the vaude- 
ville-picture firm of which he is a 
member. It is planned to install the 
| hidden orchestra in other houses of 
| the circuit. 





Chinese Cameraman on ‘Clown’ 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Wong Howe, the only 
Chinese cameraman in the industry, 
is to crank on “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh,” Lon Chaney's next which 
Herbert Brenon will direct for M-G. 
Howe has worked on several pic- 

tures with Brenon. 


James 








Resume on Summerville 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Grace Lewis Productions resume 
Slim Summerville comedies after a 
delay of two weeks caused by the 
illness of Burll Tuttle, director. 
Production at Tec-Art studios for 
state right release. 





machine with an 88-minute disk 
record. It is reported A. Fineberg 
has been appointed head of the 
sales force. The cost of the ma- 
chine is to be around $300 includ- 
ing installation, payable at $20 a 
month. 

A Connécticut firm, with a re- 
ported 77-minute record, is sched- ! 
uled to put out a machine for’ 
around $150. 

Orchestraphone is priced at $5,- 
000. It sounds like a gramophone 
with the tone amplified from the 
stage. Regulation records, Victor, 
Columbia, or others, are used. 





Young Grainger Up 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Ed Grainger, 22, son of James R. 
Grainger, general sales manager for 
Fox, has been with the Fox Studio 
in Hollywood for two years with 
very few, outside of his immediate 


studio workers knewing his idén- 
tity. 
Young Grainger started in the 


property department and worked 
his way up as an assistant camera- 
man, also in the purchasing depart- 
ment, and is now a head in the pro- 
duction department. His ambition 
is to become a director. 





Fox Wants Central 

Fox is negotiating with Universal 
for the lease on the Central, New 
York, which U has from the Shu- 
berts. A Fox picture will follow 
“Uncle Tom's Cabin” if the deal 
goes through. 

It is understood the next Fox $2 
special on Broadway will be “Lady 
Cristilinda,” with Janet Gaynor and 
Charles Farrell. It may go into the 
Central. 

U also has the Colony on Broad- 
way. 





“ENEMY” AT ASTOR 
A sudden decision puts the Lillian 
Gish picture, “The Enemy,” into 
the Astor, New York, Dec. 27, suc- 
ceeding “The Student Prince.” 





Louise Lorraine and Hines 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Louise Lorraine will play opposite 
Johnnie Hines in “Chinatown Char- 
lie,” his next for First National. 
Charles Hines will direct. 
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M-G’S DEVIC 


(Continued from page 1) 


times, with the illusion of the artist 
making a “personal appearance” via 
the microphone. 

J. L. Baird, an eminent engineer, 
has the process nearing perfection. 
Baird is now with M-G-M. It calls 
for a $14,000 projector but is other- 
wise rominal in cost. 

The theory is that M-G-M or 
Loew’s, or whatever physical oper- 
ating unit will handle the radio 
film talker, will be able to “can” 
as many “names” as possible on 
these talking films. The specialty 
acts can be spliced together like 
any assortment of news reel shots 
in a unified program. 

The patent provides for advertis- 

ing announcements, mentioning the 
names of the sponsoring corpora- 
tions, to be “canned” on a talking 
strip. An advertiser can go into 
a radio studio and buy canned 
“name” reels where their personal 
services would be prohibitive. 
The M-G-M film talker is not 
like the Vitaphone or Movietone 
sound record. It is a_ specially 
adaptable film talker for radio mi- 
transmission with the 
broadcasting illusion of “personal” 
performance behind it. 


P.D.C and DeMille Left 
Off Pathe’s “Chicago” 


Pathe - Producers Distributing 
Corporation and DeMille combine 
has dropped the P. D. C. designation 
from its New York billing of “Chi- 
cago,” opening at the Gaiety Friday 
(Dee, 23). “King of Kings,” depart- 
ing from the house last Sunday, car- 
ried the P. D. C. stamp. It may 
mean that all future Pathe-DeMille 
products will simply be labeled 
Pathe. 

The DeMille end of the combine 

(P. D. C.) has an option on the 
Gaiety, which it can extend until 
January, 1929, or from which it can 
retreat on short notice. A current 
understanding is that the DeMille 
group will hold on to the theatre for 
short-run, twice daily, pictures, 
starting with “Chicago.” 
Producers of this. picturized play 
expect the film to stay at the Gaiety 
for six or eight weeks, after which 
“The Red Mark,” another. DeMille 
release, is to follow. “Chicago” will 
have a $2 scale. ‘ 














M-G-M New Titles 


New titles have been given the 
following M.-G.-M. pictures: ‘Mixed 
Marriages” changed to ‘“Wickedness 
Preferred”; “Trelawney at the Well” 
changed to “The Actress’; “Circus 
Rookies” to “Monkey Business”; 
“The Traveling Sales Lady” to 
“Pullman Partners.” 

The latest William Haines pic- 
ture, without a label, has been 
tagged “The Smart Set.” 





B’way Run Pictures 


/“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” will 
follow “The Dove” at the Rialto, 
New York, probably in February: 
“Beau Sabreur" and “Sadie Thomp- 
son” are the next two pictures 
scheduled for the Rivoli, following 
“The Devil Dancer.” This is subject 
to rearrangement. 





ALLVINE MOVES IN 
Glen Allvine has assumed charge 
of the publicity and advertising for 
Fox pictures, at the 10th avenue 
headquarters, New York. 
Vivian Moses, whom Allivine suc- 
ceeds, is remaining for this week to 


turn over his departments in proper 
order. 





Esther Ralston’s Next 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Esther Raiston will next make 
“Nothing Ever Happens” for Para- 
mount. . 

Story is an original by Frank 
Tuitle, with adaptation by Florence 
Ryerson. Frank Tuttle will direct 
with Neil Hamilton in male lead. 





Minneapolis Settlement 
A settlement has been reached in 


Minneapolis between the stage 
hands local and the Twin City 
Scenic Cinema Co.. 


The agreement is now effective, 
whereby Local 13 will unionize the 
company’s studios, 





W. B. Re-Signs Curtiz-Bretherton 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Warner Brothers has exercised 
its options upon Michael Curtiz and 
Howard Bretherton, directors, 
They are to remain with the 





company for another year. 


DE LUXE BWAY 
SHOWS HURT 
STICKS 


Can’t Stand Pace—Los- 
ing Money—Ask Time 
on Film Rents 


Frequent conferences between the 
Will Hays office and the leading pic- 
ture executives of New York within 
the past two weeks have drawn the 
attention of the trade. 

It is said that these conferences 
have been brought about through 
the current depressed condition of 
the picture theatre business through- 
out the United States. 

This condition from accounts has 
been blamed by independent exhib- 
itors upon the Broadway picture 
house situation. They allege that 
the high powered stage shows in 
addition to the screen in the Broad- 
way film palaces have unsettled 
the picture patron of the hinterland. 

On top of these complaints and 
with the theatre business off, the 
indie exhibs have placed claims for 
adjournments upon film rentals with 
the leading distributors, through the 
low pressure business, until the 
executives were agreeable to confer- 
ring with Hays, to whom the ex- 
hibs complained. 


Broadway’s Big Bills 

The -protests against the big bills 
of Broadway have been that their 
fame percolated to all nooks and 
corners, intensely displeasing neigh- 
borhoods where the local theatres 
could not commence to present a 
bill of entertainment viecing with the 
Broadway brand. 

Another plaint of the exhibs has 
been that Broadway has been show 
over-dosed. There has been a re- 
action, they say, right on Broad- 
way, that reaction reflecting it- 
self not only in the country’s neigh- 
borhoods, but in the downtown sec- 
tions in the key cities and els®where. 

It is said that the Hays’ confer- 
ences have taken up these matters, 
also the subject of how to curb or 
limit the stage shows in the largest 
houses. The latter from accounts is 
a subject beyond the control of any 
organization in the picture business. 
Exhibitors whether in chains or 
singly will not commit themselves 
to a single line of box office en- 
deavor. 


No Profits in Two Years 

The Hays conference may have 
an effect, it is claimed, in inducing 
the larger chain exhibitors to at- 
tempt to reach an understanding on 
stage show limitations. 

Independent exhibitors make the 
assertion and say they stand réady 
to submit proof that no indie ex- 
hibitor within the past two years 
has been able to open a new house 
to profit, up to this date. This is 
accounted for by them through the 
increased film rentals, opposition 
and other of what they allege are 
oppressive trade practices. 


“Bossy” Mayor Says 
Reduce Admissions 


Newburyport, Mass., Dec. 20. 

This city has a new mayor and 
he’s the “toughest guy” here. His 
name is Andrew J. Gillis, and be- 
cause he’s such a big shot he is 
more familiarly known as “Bossy” 
Gillis. 

One of the first things that 
‘Bossy” did after his election a week 
ago was to make public a demand 
that the admission prices at the the- 
atres be reduced. “Bossy’s” attack 
on the theatre tariff is directed es- 
pecially at the rates that prevail for 
| the Sunday shows. Prices for these 
performances were termed “ex- 
orbitant” by Gillis. 

Two years ago 
granted the showing 
Sunday nights. Unless the man- 
agers cut the prices as soon as 
“Bossy” is inducted into the may- 
oralty office he immediately after- 
ward will force a Sunday closing, 80 
he says, 








Newburyport 
of pictures 





“Rescue” for Betty 
Les Angeles, Dec. 20. 
I. E. Chadwick is preparing “Res- 
cue,” “Red Book” story by Evelyn 
Campbell, as his next for Betty 
Compson. 
Frank O’Connor 











will direct. 
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Film Bill and the Lords—Mixed Figures—Effects of 


Quota—What Will 


America 
. ° en e , After much labor, he 
Financially—More Flotation—Exhibitors’ Book- | councit of the Exh! : 


Do?—Flopping 


ing Combine—Slump in War Films—News and 


Things 





By FRANK TILLEY 





London, Dec. 9. | 
Though the Liberal and Labor | 
parties, through Earl Russell and) 
Viscount Beauchamp, moved for the} 
rejection of the Film Bill in the | 
House of Lords Monday, the second | 
reading was passed with a govern-| 
ment majority of 48, 68 of the upper | 
house voting. 
When Viscount Peel moved the 
second reading he said some 25 per 
eent of the films shown here were 
British in 1914, but the decline was 
due to the war and to the increase} 
in American production. In 1923 it| 
was estimated, he said, about 10} 
per cent of the films here were) 
home product, but the present pro- 
portion was nct more than 5 per 
cent. 3etween 85 and 99 per cent 
were American, and the actual 
number of British feature films had 
dropped from 58 in 1924 to 34 in| 
1925, and to 26 in 1926. 
Stimulated by the coming bill, the 
figure had risen this year to 60. 


Figures in Two Shapes 

Figures can be made to prove 
anything, but Viscount Peel's fig- 
ures are the exception. ‘That 25 
per cent of the films shown here in 
1914 were home made has litt!e if 
any bearing on today’s position. 
The film industry had very little 
existence then, in the present 
sense. But anyway the figures are 
a bit off the mark. I can only 
trace 23 home made films in 1926, 
and I make the British percentage 
that year 3.66 per cent. And I fina 
the American proportion for that 
year to be not between 85 and 90 
per cent, but 92.33. The remaining 
4.01, if anyone wants to account for 
the balance, was to be found in 
Continental productions shown here 
that year. 


What ft All Means 

So from Jan. 1 next a film will not 
be British unless: 

It has “been made by a person 
who was, at the time the film was 
made, a British subject, or by two 
or more persons each of whom was 
a British subject, or by a British 
company.” 

All the studio scenes have been 
done in a studio “within the British 
Empire.” 

The author of the scenario is a 
British subject at the time the film 
fs made. 

Seventy-five per cent of salaries, 
Wages and payments for labor and 
services, including the payment of 
the scenario writer, but excludin:- 
the salary of one foreign actor or 
actress or producer, is paid “to 
British subjects or persons domi- 
ciled in the British Empire.” 

So if you register as a British 
company, take your interiors in 
Canada or Australia, use a British 
scenarist and domicile your stars 
and directors (which is what the 
bill means by “producer”’) within 
the Empire, you qualify for the 
quota, 

Somebody is going to make a 
barrel of money out of a British 
Reno over this last matter of 
“domicile’—or else a refuge for 


backed-off Hollywood stars. and 
directors. 





Privileges 

Apart from the quota, the bill 
confers on British films several 
privileges not accorded to the pro- 
auctions of other nations. 

British films, for example, can be 
booked blind not only before reg- 
istration but before making, for 
Pre-release “in one theatre only on 
& number of consecutive days.” The 
effect of this on American films ts 
first they must he registered before | 
they can be booked for pre-release; 
gecondly, they must be trade-shown 
(pre-viewed) before registration, 
and no application can be made to 
register more than 14 days after 
trade show, so no booking can be 
made save on films physically in 
existence .inless they are British 
films, and then only for pre-release. 

In spite of its superficial content, 


| what 





Such a condition presents no diffi- 
culty to openly American owned 
theatres such ag the Plaza, Tivoli 
or Rialto, and very little to presum- 
ably independent theatres like the 
Astoria and Capitol. Inside and 
inter-departmental arrangements 
for the running of films of which 





the titles only are available can 


always be made without contracts, | 
can they not? 
The Two Quotas 
Distributors’ quota starts from 
March 1, 1928, and begins at 7% 


per cent, increasing in 1930 to 10) 
per cent, again in 1932 to 12%, in| 
1933 to 15, for 1934 and 1935, 17%, | 
and from then till the act comes to} 


an end, March 31, 1938, at 20 per| 
cent. 

For exhibitors it begins Sept. 1) 
next year at 5 per cent., goes to 74! 
for 1930 and 1931, to 10 for 1932, to 
12%, for 1933, 15 per cent for 1934| 
and 1935, and to 20 per cent from 


then till 1938. 

Only those films registered in the, 
same year count for the quota. No 
British films can be counted more} 
than once, except where a distribu- 
tor handles old foreign films, when| 
he is allowed to take his count for | 
quota purposes with old 3ritish | 
films, so long as he is not distribut- | 
ing other than this same old for- 
eign product. This is designed to} 
prevent reissues being used for 
quota purposes, and herefore to 
force new product into the market. 

A Financial Flop 


Already the public is getting shy 
on film finance. Some of the re- 
cent issues are already quoted at a 
discount on the Stock Exchange. 
The British Filmcraft Company, 
whose prospectus was analyzed in 
Variety, is declared in knowledgable 
quarters to have got very little of 
its money, the underwriters being 
left with almost the whole issue. 
This is not very surprising con- 
sidering the prospectus. 

Even British International, which 
has plant, profits and a lot more 
assets behind it, shows signs of the 
reaction. Its $5 Prefs., on which 
there is a call of $2.50 to pay, stand 
at $1.25, with the Ordinary at a 
premium of around $0.50. Ags the 
stock was sold one Pref. to one 
Ordinary, at present they record a 
loss of $0.30 per pair to the investor. 

Whitehall Films Ordinary $5 
stock, $1 paid, are quoted around 
$0.35, and the insiders are said to 
be unloading at that, 

Latest to ask poor old P. U. Blic 
for cash is the British Lion Film 
Corporation. This company, the 
board of which consists of an au- 
thor, a motor manufacturer, a 
brewer, a newspaper owner, and & 
small film distributor, went out this 
week for $830,000, in 160,000 Pre- 
ferred Ordinary 10 per cent. $5 
stock and 160,000 Deferred $0.25 
stock. 

The company acquires the film 
rights of all stories and plays writ- | 
ten or to be written over the next 
sevén years from Edgar Wallace, 
the George Clark studios at Bea- 
consfield, and the Napoleon Film 
Company, a distributing concern. 
Wallace gets $50,000 in deferred 
stock for the rights; the studio 





| lieve no 





not produced any feature films for 
the Federation. 


Exhibitors’ Booking Scheme 


General 
iibitors’ Associa- 
tion has given birth to its approv 
the National Bocking Combi 
scheme described here some weeks 
}ago, and the scheme has now of- 
fcially been circulated to members 


The first reaction which has come 
from the distributors is a flat denial | 
of the statement they are willing 
to fall in with the scheme. On th 
contrary, their official body, the K 
R. S., declares its official policy is 
to refuse to do business with anys 
such combines, and as this society 
numbers as its members distribu- 
tors controlling nearly 100 per cent. | 
of the films distributed in this mar- 
ket, it is hard to see where the Na- | 
tional Booking Circuit will get its 
pictures. 

The promoters of the combine be- | 


distributor will refuse so | 


big a lot of bookings, and so the} 
policy of the K. R. 8S. will break | 
down. But if they are banking on | 
this, they are making a mistake. 


What will much more likely happen 


is the bigger distributors will get 
more and more into the theatre} 
field so as to assure themselves an } 


outlet free from either combined or 
individual domination. 

What in theory is the keystone | 
of the National Booking scheme is 
in practice sure to be its chief | 
breaking-point: members are to | 
agree not to book films which the | 
combine has not been able to get 
from the distributor concerned. 

Booking is to take place this way: 
members of the combine are to say 
what films they require; these re- 
quests go to a central authority, 
who then negotiates a flat contract 
for the film for the number of 
bookings in hand, But if the dis- 
tributor will not come to terms, 
members are obligated not to book 
any of the films unobtainable by 
the combine, 

What a position! The distribu- 
tors nieed only hold together for a 





month and refuse to book to the 
combine, and the whole scheme 
would blow up. Imagine in any 


case how long the majority of ex- 
hibitors are going to stand for not 
being able to show the films which 
they have already notified they 
want, because the Booking Circuit 
cannot get them. 

And imagine, too, how long they 
wouldestand for being told, as they 
inevitably would be, the combine 
can't get you what you want, but 
you can have Flora Flop in “Krim- 
son Kisses” and Lotta Bunk in “My 
Goat” instead. 

Coming and Going 

Having been released by Para- 
mount, Arlette Marchal is reported 
as having offers from British com- 
panies. Why? 

Hugh D. Mackintosh presides 
Wednesday at the Faculty of Arts 
reception to the Bumpers (British 
branch of the Ampas). 

E. Bruce Johnson left for Amer- 
ica after a long stay this side and 
returns in January. He has taken 
a print of “Confetti,” N.’s first 
British film. 

Rumor here a Roxy theatre Ifs to 
be built, seating 6,000, on New Ox- 
ford etreet, and Roxy is to come 
over and manage, Maybe. 

Holmes Walton sailed for hore. 





13 


VARIETY 





INSIDE STUFF 


ON PICTURES 





———— 





There ts a picture 4 ‘tor who recently made an outstanding hit for 
one of the larger n es His habits are somewhat accentric. and 
s0 are his mannerisms There is an agent in Hollywood who always had 
great faith in this di: r during his uphill career ir busl- 

ss 

AS a rewal fi his faitl the director recently handed nt a 
| pl graph of hims with the inscription 1 ding “The nly man 

the world who is so honored as to have a photograph ins bed by, 
yours 


sincerely 


One of the large producing and releasing organizations is turning out 
westerns wilt! ial daredevil star It is understood. howeve that 
ill of the thrills talked about by the press agents are enacted by a double 
called Vinegar 


The cowboy “name” reported as taking none of the hazards required 


of a western actor, simply being on hand for closeups. 





Having received the stamp of “serial queen,” the result af playing in 
Universal “chapters” for several years, Sedgewick found it im- 


possible to obtain engagements in the general run of pictures around 
Hollywood. 


Eileen 


, turned down for parts because of her name having 
been identified with she changed it to Gretal Yolst. Under the 
new cognomen she has been working steadily. 


serials, 


The Mississippi legislature will be asked to pass a bill providing 
for state censorship of pictures. At the last session a similar bill was 
defeated. The censorship is sponsored mainly by women’s organizations 
jand is being met with some editorial opposition in the state, Two 
Vicksburg papers have declared themselves against it 


Both papers termed state censor boards a waste of public funds, 





It was necessary to employ four power generators in addition to the 
Metropolitan studio's plant to furnish sufficient light for the Bucking- 
ham Palace set in “Hell's Angels,” a Caddo production, on the coast. 

The set covered 3,000 square feet and had 40 sun arcs, 100 eight ampere 
spots, 150 broadsides and 80 eight arc domes. Reason for this quantity of 
light was due to the technicolor process used in filming. 


A contest conducted between Hal Roach studios and West Coast 
Theatre circuit whereby a new member for the “gang” comedy will be 
selected, is somewhat misunderstood by a number of aspirants and their 
parents residing in and about Los Angeles. Instead of being governed 
by the rules in the local dailies asking each contestant to submit a 
picture to their neighborhood West Coast theatre, kids who are able to 
walk or bum rides to the Hal Roach studio do so, belleving they will 
stand a better chance of being engaged without the formality of going 
through the contest. One boy, about 10, is known to have walked from 
Edendale, 14 miles to the studio, and asked to see Mr. Roach, only to find 
it would be necessary for him to seek the contest way. 


Ernest Heil, 74, and with Roxy for 16 years, Is still with him. You 
have to get by Heil to see Roxy. That’s been going on for years, Hell 
formerly having been on the stage door of the Strand when Rothafel 
was there, 


And if you want to slip by Hell, it can't be done ‘till he feeds the cat. 
That's official. 


The general manager of one of the big coast studios had trouble with 
a featured player getting $1,500 weekly who demanded a raise to $3,000. 
The girl left the organization and the g. m. called up other members of 
the producers association expiaining the circumstances of her departure, 

He asked an executive of another studio not to offer the girl more than 
$1,500 a week, it is said, and the reply came back “What do you mean 
$1,500? She wouldn't be worth $500 to us even if we had a part for her.” 





A Hollywood free lance press agent handling a number of actors and 
directors has been planting press yarns of foreign offers for his oclienta 
just about the time for renewal of options by the producers. 

One producing company got wise to the stunt when an actor’s con- 
tract came up for extension and the offer stories appeared in coast 
newspapers and trade journals, Only a few weeks earlier another actor 
client of the same press agent had also been besieged with foreign con- 
tracts, according to the p. a.’s copy. 


Stanley A. Hedberg, recently returned from an expedition to Dutch 
New Guinea, has taken over the news editorship of the Associated Press 
photo service. 

This service siarted a few months ago, with papers holding A. P. char- 
ters eligible to subscribe. It has a hook-up with Paramount newsreel, 
making stills from the regular film stock, 


Douglas Murray, assistant to S. L. Rothafel, ts a former British naval 
officer. He was paymaster of the construction gang that bullt the Roxy 


theatre. Rothafel took notice of him and as a result the ex-officer was 
inducted into the show business. 





Leo Forbstein, musical conductor at the Million Dolar, Los Angeles, 

















vendors get $122,500 in cash and 
$50,000 in deferred stock, and $36,- | 
000 is paid in deferred stock for) 
Napoleon Company and the bene- 
fit of its contract with Glory Film 
Co. The studiog are valued at 
$187,770. 

All of which is very nice for the | 
folk concerned, but it would have 
been quite a lot more convincing to 
have had figures of the financial po- 
sition of the Napoleon Company, 
for example. There is nothing to 
show whether it is an asset or a 
liability to the new company, nor 
is the value of its contract 


| O. 





with Glory Films, of which the pub- 
lic company acquiries the “bene- | 
fit.” Glory Films appears to be a | 
registration made to produce “Land | 
of Hope and Glory,” and the dis- | 
tribution of this film may conceiv- | 
ably be a doubtful blessing. | 

Sidney Olcott is to become pro- | 
duction director, and to direct at) 
least two films for the company | 
next year. Percy Nash is produc- | 
tion manager. In the prospectus} 
he is described as holding “the im- 
portant position of film producer to 
the Federation of British Indus- 
tries,” which caused the F. B. L. to 
issue a public statement he had 
made a number of short commer- | 





cial films for the members and hadi Patriotic Societies have writen to | izing of patriotism, and ihe joke 


He has been very sick most of the 
time he has been here, with 
arthritis, but signed Olcott with the | 
new British Lion Company all the | 
same. 

This month a large crop of Brit- 
ish product is due for pre-view. 
This week the Gaumont-British | 
“Carry On” and “Quinney’s” F. B. | 

shows its first home-made film, | 
“This Marriage Business,” today. | 
First National ts screening “Con- | 
fetti’® Dec. 30, with its first German 
production, “Dancing Tienna,” | 
shown 10 days earlier. 

P. M. Rogers has left Graham 
Wilcox Co. and joined Defu (Virst 
National's German unit) | 
scripts. Hitherto he | 
publicity. 

Sir Harry Lauder signed a fur- 
ther contract with the Welsh-Pear- | 
son Company. 
Contract 


to write 


has been in 


No story chosen yet 
an option for one 
First film will be 
started next spring. 
British Lion subscription lets | 
closed yesterday, Dec. 1, but no in- 
formation is obtainable as to the | 
amount of the issue subscribed. 
Ray R here on a flying 
visit from Berlin, where he is giving | 
the Defu outfit the once over 
The British Film Committee 


carries 


or three years 


clett 


of 


| recently. 


who has been with the West Coast organization and Publix on the coast 
for the past two years, has the job of scoring all pictures brought into 
that theatre on world premiere or first run. This scoring'is done by 

Test Coast of its own volition at the suggestion of Forbstein. He is 


now making a musical accompaniment for “The Gorilla,” the next at- 
traction at that house. 





In Pittsburgh at a de luxe house the second organist, girl, at the 
theatre for two and a half years and singing in its radio program weekly 
is well known. The opposition house nceded six singers for an overture 
This organist wag selected as one, for her voice. This could 

arranged as she only played the dog shows at the organ. 

When the first house heard of it they realized missing something with 
the result that last week the organist (Lois Miller at Grand) sang on the 
Grand’s stare, making the hit of the show, against standard acts. 

Moral, sometimes you never know what talent you 

other fellow discovers it. 


be 


have until the 


Fox is the only company In Hollywood which has a piano tn Its official 


projection rooms. These projection rooms are used both for the dally 
rushes and cutting of pictures. 





None of the studios believe it proper to have musical accompaniment 
for this work. However, Winnie Sheehan figures the musical rhythm 
eids greatly in the visual absorption of what Is on the een 

As a result he has a pianist sobbing or getting hot, as the occasion 
demands. 

L ee a ee ee — 
! 
| tk e London and Middlesex County would be comp! 
Councils protesting against the] As forecast long nee tt move 
“commercializing of the subject of j to form an independent ) itors’ 
‘King of Kings’.’ It only remains jation has begun. 7 3 may ba 
for De Mille to retaliate by writing nly the beginning of a mall man” 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury et-together move, as the little fel- 
protesting against the commercial! vs are getting Vv restive of the 
big circuit ring through their noses, 
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outstanding film 


events 


of 1928 


as forecast by leading showmen 


1 “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” will make a barrel 

of dough for exhibitors. So will “Beau Sabreur,” 
Jannings’ “Last Command” and “Street of Sin,” 
and Thomson’s “Kit Carson.” 


9D Harold Lloyd has great comedy in “Speedy.” 
(Based on confidential report from Hollywood.) 


Paramount stars, with Bow, Dix, Beery-Hatton, 
Jannings, Bancroft, Daniels, Menjou, Ralston, 
Negri, Vidor and Thomson will continue as week- 
after-week leaders. 


4. Gary Cooper and Fay Wray the next great pair of 
screen lovers. Due to their work in “Legion of 
the Condemned.” 


5 “Old Ironsides” will be a big money maker in 
picture houses at popular prices. S. R. O. hit of 
Europe, “Behind the German Lines” (exposing 
German war secrets) will be equally big here. 


Of the other youngsters, Ruth Taylor, Charles 
Rogers, Louise Brooks, Richard Arlen and 
Thelma Todd loom as big bets in 1928. 


Al Christie has smashing success in 1928 “Tillie’s 
Punctured Romance.” (According to several 
Coast wires.) 


8 “Wings” and “The Wedding March” (von 


Stroheim has a masterpiece) will be the road- 


show leaders. 


Nothing to it in short features but Paramount 
Paramount News, Christie Comedies, Hortons, 
Novelties, Krazy Kat and Inkwell Imps Cartoons 
—nobody can equal that line up. 


1 () 1928 will be biggest year Paramount exhibitors 
ever had, because Paramount alone is making 


emart type of picture 1928 public demands! 


—————_—— 
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MOSCOW-BERLIN 
PICTURE DEAL 


German-Russ Combine to 
Oppose American 





Berlin, Dec. 16. 
Lunartscharski, the Russian Sov- 
fet minister of education, closed 
several important theatrical deals 


during his late trip to Paris and 
Berlin. Exchange performances are 


to be made between Berlin and Mos- 
cow. The Berlin State opera en- 
semble will give performances in 
Moscow, their place in Berlin being 
filled in the meantime by the great 
Academic State Theatre of Russia. 
Also during the Russian minister’s 
stay in Berlin the German-Russian 
Film Company Rudefa was founded 
and combined with the Russian 
Sowkino. The former Zeppelin 
hangars are to be remodelled as 
studios for the use of this company. 
Lunartscharski will adapt his own 
play, “Prime Minister and Lock- 
smith” as scenario for their use. The 
object of the combine is frankly an- 
nounced as being an offensive or- 
ganization against control of the 
world market by the American film. 





$50,000 for Improvements 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Stern Brothers will expend $50,000 
for studio improvements. 


The company makes Century 
comedies, released through Uni- 
versal, 


To Film Harris Story 





Charles K. Harris’ “Munsey’s” 
novelette, “The Bum,” has been 
purchased by First Division Dis- 
tributors, Inc., for filming. The 


songwriter-scenarist wrote the con- 
tinuity from his own story. 





Lasky on Coast 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Jesse Lasky is here to spend the 
holidays with his family. 
He will remain about three weeks 
and then return to New York with 
Walter Wanger. 


FRANCE 


Paris, Dec. 12. 

“Don Quichotte de la Manche” 
has been filmed in Spain on the 
ground where Cervantes placed the 
adventures of his famous knight. 
The “twin” Scandinavian come- 
dians, Doublepatte (Carl Schen- 
etrom) and Patachon (Harald Mad- 
sen), hold the parts of Don Qui- 
chotte and his servant, Sancho. 





Artistes Reunies has shown the 
latest production of Henri Debain, 


“Chantage” (“Blackmail”), with 
Mme. Huguette (ex-Duflos), Con- 
stant Remy and Jean Angelo. 


DeMerly will distribute. 





M. Valette, of the Paris Palace, 
Nice, has been appointed general 
“manager of the new Capitol at Mar- 


sSeilles. This is one of the largest 
picture theatres in the south of 
France. 


Harry Piel, picture actor, was in- 
jured by a tiger. The animal leaped 
at Piel while he was standing on a 
staircase and dragged him to the 
ground. The fall also stunned the 
animal. 





A petition has been made to the 
French government for the adjourn- 
ment of the order, due next year, 
making the use of non-inflammable 
films obligatory in France and colo- 
nies. Exhibitors and producers re- 
quest the decree be suspended until 
1930. 





Mel Shauer, 
rector of the 


son of Emile, di- 
European section of 
Paramount, has been appointed spe- 
cial representative for Europe in 
the Paramount Paris office. 

An international exposition of the 
picture industry will be held at The 
Hague, Holland, April 14 to May 15, 
next, under patronage of the 
Netherlands government. Details 
will be furnished by D. Couvee, sec- 


retary, Grand Bazar Royal, 82 
Zeestreet, The Hague, Holland. 
“Don Juan” replaced Chang,” 


used as the vehicle for the in 


ration of the Paramount Palace 
Paris. Business is splendid, main- | 
ly due to cui iosity to see the house 
The new novel of P Benoit, 
“L’Oublie” (“The Forgotten’) is to 
be screened in January by Alex 
Nalpas. Mme. Germaine Dulac is 


listed as producer The dame 
Edmonde Guy and 
hold the leads 


PICTURES 


FILM’ POSSIBILITIES ~ 


“People Don’t Do Such Things” —Unfavorable 
DON’T DO SUCH THINGS” (Comedy, Jones and Green, 








“PEOPLE 
48th Street). 


Situation of a man sharing his affections with his past and present 
we in the same household. Too delicate for screen use. Idee 





“Take the Air’—Favorable 
“TAKE THE AIR” Buck, Musical, Waldorf). 
While libretto not strictly adhered to in musical form, strong story 
| Possibilities if properly developed along smuggli ng end. Aviation angle 
an asset, Abel. 


(Gene 


“The Plough and the Stars”—Unfavorable 1“ 
“THE PLOUGH AND THE STARS” (C omedy drama, George C. Tyler, 
Hudson). 
Authentic, native Irish play of topic means little to American public. 
Excellent stage performance withall. Idee. 
“Storm Center’—Unfavorable 
“STORM CENTER” (Farce, Personality Players, Klaw). 
Weak story.” May get a rumble from stock, but hardly for pictures. 
Ibee. 





“The Banshee”—Favorable 
“THE BANSHEE” (Banshee, Inc., Daly’s 63d Street, New York). 
Mystery yarn that ceuld be developed into a corking program picture 
Precedence of other mystery farces clips chances of rating better than 
program. Love interest will need plenty of padding. Edba. 


“Out of the Sea”—Favorable 
“OUT OF THE SBA” (George C. Tyler, Eltinge theatre). 
Scenery, the great Cornish outdoors, alone can make this a film tid- 
bit—and that can be had without this story. Still, there is much in the 
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Ff ee ee : ee ne ee 
story which is a stage bore that mig suggest big screen sc litle 
iis a good one, t! igh several ! ar < s hav en 1 1 The pro- 
ld action will hardly n e enough reputation to help much to ar lapta- 
| tion The tragic finis s will have to be omitted All this leaves slim 
| pickings but not impossible material There is some value here. 
Lait 
“Brass Buttons”—Unfavorab! 
“BRASS BUTTON: Con ly drama, Lew Cal! r, Bijou) 
Nothing for pictures Heroine with a babe rn out of wedlock, 
wooed by policeman who saved her m river 
Idee 
“Trigger”—Favorable 
“TRIGGER” (Comedy drama, Richard Herndon, Little) Drama of the 
Carolina mountains with excellent feminine lead role and should make 
effective program picture, Ibee, 
Los Angeles—Unfavorable 
“LOS ANGELES” (Comedy Drama, George M. Cohan, Hudson). 
Play’s story treats of the fear of picture producers that scandal will 
destroy drawing power of screen stars. lor that reason alone will 
hardly do. Ibee. 
; o“ ” 
dead Columbia Film as “ , a 
,.o8 Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. | = . a S 
- “ Samuel Bischoff is preparing his 
Ear! Hudson, former general : : 
“ . . , | fourth technicolor production to be 
manager of First National studios, | a 
started Jan. 2 











will act as production supervisor | 


“Cleopatra” 


is the subject. 


entitled 


feature 


for Columbia on “Lady Raffles.” 
mtg Ae i . 10-Ep. 2-Reel Air Serial 
Fox’s “Square Crooks Youlis Weiss (Weiss Bros.) is pre- 
Film rights to “Square Crooks,” | paring a 10-episode serial, 
stage play by James P. Judge, have| “The Mysterious Airman. 
been bought by Fox. Production is | This two-rec? series will 
to start shortly. | Buge nie Gilbert and Walter Miller, 
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To Legitimate Theatres throughout 
the United States 
and Canada 






ANNOUNCES 


Universal's 
Stupendous Motion Picture 


Playing during the 1927-1928 Theatrical 


Season on a Road Show Basis only 


Carrying Full Road Show Equipment, Consisting of Stage and Booth Paraphernalia . . . 
Touring Symphony Orchestra of Eleven Musicians . . . Complete Stage and Booth 
Technicians . . . Incidental Back Stage Effects Carried in Company’s Own 
Baggage Car. Three Advance Agents with Each Company. 


Booking now in all the important legitimate 
Theatres from Coast to Coast 


Through THE SHUBERT BOOKING OFFICE 


JULES MURRY, Manager, 225 West 44th Street, New York City 


and UNIVERSAL’S ROAD SHOW DEPARTMENT 


H. WAYNE PIERSON, Manager, 730 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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ator for some years, 
the Cincinnati 
lison knew 


associated with 
“Enquirer.” Mr. Al- 
theatricals thoroughly 





Odd’s Sweet Contracts 


O. O. McIntyre is conceded the fore- | 


most “Broadway” columnist. 
doesn’t or seldom does use 
wisecracks in his daily column. 
Odd’s stuff is syndicated through 
McNaughts. As an indicator of how 
it stands in high, it’s said that Mc- 
Intyre has just renewed his three- 
year contract with McNaught at a 
weekly guarantee of $1,500 with a 
percentage of the net returns on his 
daily syndication. 

As previously, O. O. is under con- 
tract to write for the “Cosmopol- 
itan” and other International 
(Hearst) magazines. 

Jan. 14 Messrs. McIntyre and Ray 
Long, the latter editor of “Cosmo- 
politan,” and (important) with their 
wives will sail on the “Paris” for a 
usual tour of Europe, probably 
starting, enduring and ending in 
Paris. 


i£s or 





Those Early Extras 


In its issue of Dec. 15 the New 
York “Evening World” charged the 


ait 




















De VILLA and 
RUARKE 


Originators of the Tango, Apache and 
America’s Fastest Whirlwind Dahcers 


Now in second month with 
MR. BORIS PETROFF’S Prologue to 
“THE GAUCHO” at the 


LIBERTY THEATRE, N. Y. 


Booked Ted Braun 
Max Hart Office 


Holiday Greetings to 
Everybody 











And he | 











“Post's” story was credited to A. P., 


| New York the feeling seems bec: 


, m- 
which denies sending out such a} ing more impressed that Grenecker 
story. ’ on the phone is a nuisance. 
Earliest of the alleged fake ex- Several harsh call-downs are said 
tras was the “Journal” (Hearst) On|) have been the lot of the Shu- 
sale at 1:05 p.m. Lindbergh landed | erty chief news suppresser in re- 


at 3:39 p. m., New York time. 


Crooks’ Sanctuary 
“Under Cover Charges,” 


cent weeks. It is reported that when 
Claude called up the managing 
editor of an influential New York 
a : evening daily on a squawk he un- 
by John Wilstach, starting in the) expectedly found himself switched 
Christmas issue of “Argosy, is | on to the dramatic reviewer he had 
based on the former existence Of | intended to squawk about. The re- 
safe" towns for crooks. Toledo, O.,| viewer is said to have told him 
and St. Paul, Minn., were once re-| plenty. 

garded as “safe,” meaning that the} Such a little thing as asking a 
boys could reside in these cities uN-| managing editor to delete an en- 
molested and in return would never | tire paragraph out of a review of a 
pull off a job .n the city harbor-| Shubert show after the first edition 
ing them. This didn’t prohibit the} ,.. on the street is nothing in 
crooks from doing their stuff iM} ine shubertes’ daily routine. 
nearby cities, though, and was con- 
sidered a great idea to make one 
town crimeless at the expense of 
others. 





a novel 


Cantor Telling How 


Eddie Cantor has a comedy yarn 
authored by himself in the current 
“Collier’s” titled “Now You Tell 
One.” 

Cantor gives the formula for suc- 
cessful story telling, stressing the 
brevity of the recounting or, if the 
story is perforee long, the neces- 
sity of getting at least three laughs 
cut of one story through a couple 
of anti-climaxes., 





“4th Estate” Absorbed 


“Editor and Publisher” has bought 
out “The Fourth Estate,” with the 
Dec. 3 issue of the former appear- 
ing as “Editor and Publisher, The 
Fourth Estate.” The executive staff 
of “Editor and Publisher” continues 
intact. James W. Brown is pub- 
lisher and Marline E. Pew editor. 
Three men have been brought over 
from the defunct publication, while 
the rest were let out. 

Subscription lists have been com- 
bined. 





From Music to Brooklyn 


Variety has an author on its staff. 
It developed in the music depart- 
ment and bursts forth in the form 
of “How to Write Popular Songs,” 
by Abel Green, 

It can be traced back to having 
to sit in picture theatres to watch 
the “Music Master” film series some 
of the houses are using, and is 
also possibly the means of expres- 
sion for a heart subject to the 
aches of a Brooklyn beat. 

It’s in pamphlet form and a good 
75-cent throwaway. A Pauli White- 
man introduction is in the author’s 
best style with the main text posi- 
tively not ghost written. This deals 
with the various types of songs, 
ballads, dance, production, the tech- 
nique, modus operandi anent song- 
writing—a vocation or avocation 
and other pet theories based on ac- 
tual experience in Florida by Green. 

It is authoritively reported that 
after completing this work, the au- 
thor went out and bought himself a 
Victrola. 


Crosby Gaige, Publisher 

Crosby Gaige, the producer and 
collector of rare book editions, has 
turned publisher. His first two 
presentations will be “The Fairy 
Goose,” by Linn O’Flaerty, and a 
collection of John Drinkwater’s 
poems. Both will be limited edi- 
tions of 490 copies. 





Macfadden Upset 


Reports that Paul Block, Paul N. 
Cravath, et al., are trying to buy 
the “Evening Graphic” are denied 
by Bernarr Macfadden who seems 
upset about the rumors. He figures 
it is propaganda which might have 
unfavorable reaction in the field of 
the tabs. 





Jim Allison Dead 
Jim Allison died suddenly Dec. 16. 
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From Reporter to Priest 





ENGLAND ONG 


CHINESE SONGSTRESS 
NOW PLAYING WEST COAST THEATRES WITH DUE APPRECIATION TO 
FANCHON AND MARCO 


The Rev. Joseph A. Farrell, who 
traveled the unusual road from 
newspaper reporter and publisher to 
the Jesuit priesthood, has been ap- 


pointed treasurer of Georgetown 
University. 
Following his graduation from 


Fordham, he entered the 





the “Times Union” (Albany), then 








owned by his father. Upon the lat- 





MERRY XMAS, EVERYBODY! 


FRANK STEVER 


BARITONE SOLOIST 


INDEFINITELY WITH FANCHON AND MARCO “IDEAS” 
AT SENATOR, SACRAMENTO 


ter’s death the son with Martin H. 
Glynn, later governor of New York, 
purchased “The Union” from the es- 
tate. After dissolution of this part- 
nership, he entered the Jesuit order 


Says 























GETTING MORE POPULAR EVERY DAY 


FRANK JENKS 


“Handsome Funny Face” and His Band 


NOW—GRANADA, SAN FRANCISCO—SIXTH BIG MONTH 














——, RECORDS FOR WEST COAST THEATRES 
AKING RECORDS FOR VICTOR 


HORACE HEIDT 


AND HIS VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
SREATEST MUSICAL ORGANIZATION EVER DEVELOPED ON 
THE PACIFIC COAST 


HELENE GEORGE 








Heller --« Riley 




















TAYLOR and LAKE 


CROONING HARMONISTS 


6th month for FANCHON and MARCO 
Featured in West Coast Theatres 


and Doing Very Nicely 


Our 97th Week for Publix 
Played 47 Weeks in Chicago 


A GOOD IDEA FOR 
FANCHON and MARCO 
And a Good Idea for Anyone 


Direction Max Turner, 





LOUISE 











Wm, Morris Chicago Office 
Week Dec. 24 
Capitol Theatre, St. Paul 














He had been a Broadway comment- 


| 
| 


Brady; 


| York, 


having engaged in them as manager 

| “Graphic,” “Journal” and “Evening eS a ee 
Post” printed fake extras announc- 7 = 
ing Lindbergh had landed in Mex Shuberts Snubbed 
City, and that he ally landed In their scheme of critical con- 
over an hour after these papers | quest the Shuberts through their 
were on the street. bullet thrower, Claude Greneker, | 

The “World” printed fac-similes| appear to be getting the bumps of 
of the three papers’ headlines, la- | late when going up against the New 
beling them “Three of a Kjnd—In | | York dailies. Im the managing ed- 
the Same Lindbergh Fake.” The jtors’ and reviewers’ sanctums in 


| dig 


| “exclusives,” 
lof every picture press agent in New 





service of | 





| 


} 
| 
_ 
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of 


her 


and became one 
cators. His b 
C. Farrell, at 
Albany “Argus.” 
James C. married 
the multi-millio ire 
her brother: 
is a patron 
and Cc 


noted edu- | 
late Jame 
owned the 


its 
the 


time 


rot 5S 


one 
daugh of 
Anth« 


a ter 

ny M 
Nicholas F. | 
the Catholic 

tholie Actors’ } 


Brady, 
Au 


Guilds 


thors 


18-Year-Old Movie Ed 

With the resignation of Dorothy 
Herzog for F. B. O.. films, New 
the “Mirror” will henceforth 
its movie notes at the New 

rk end with Joseph McElliott, its 
geeethcaaed reviewer, in charge. 
“The Mirror’ under the new 
“me will be divorced from Lou- | 
Parsons on the coast and her 
which are the torment 


lic 


sche 


ella 


York. 


Dailies Lose; Mags Gain 
Ten months elapsed in 1927 dis- 
close, according statistics com- 
piled by the Department 
merce in Washington, 


to 


of Com- 
that maga- 





zine advertising increased 1.8 per 
cent. over~ the same period last 
year, while newspaper advertising 


dropped 4.5 per cent. 

Drop recorded in news 
age is seemingly confined, in the 
greater part, to local advertising, as 
the national advertiser dropped off 
but 0.2 per cent. 


paper tine- 





Whiteman in Pen Set 
Paul Whiteman is writing an’ 
article to order for the “Smart Set.” | 
That magazine is going in for 
names and has lined up Booth Tark- | 
ington, Fannie Hurst, irvin Cobb, | 
Warner Fabian, Elmer Davis and 
Helen Rowland among others. 





Migawd, Authors Financing! 

As if it isn't difficult enough to 
get a book accepted for publica- 
tion, many publishing houses re- 
quire the author to advance part or 
all of the cost of publication. This 
is especially true with books of 
poetry, which rarely pay, and with 
publishers therefore unwilling to 
take a chance with their own 
money. 

Publishing houses that ask for an 
advance of publication costs, work 
on a service basis. The organiza- 
tion handles the printing, market- 
ing and other details for so much 
of the profits, which is a reversal 
of the usual order, in which the au- 
thor shares of the profits. 








Hammer and Coffin Meet 


On New Year's night, following 
the Pittsburgh-Stanford football 


game, the Hammer and Coffin So- 
ciety, a national organization of ex- 
“Chaparrel” editors will congregate 
in New York for a pow-wow. The 
“Chaparrel” is the original college 
humor publication, the Leland Stan- 
ford, Jr., University perlodical giv- 
ing rise to similar undergraduate 
publications, 

Attending the meeting of the 
Hammer and Coffin Society, which 
is the alumni organization of 
“Chaparrel” editors, will be such 
prominent literateurs as Bruce 
Bliven, of the “New Republic”; 
Ralph Renaud, managing editor of 
the New York “Herald Tribune”; 
Dennison Clift, picture director and 
scenarist who now has a play with 
Al Woods for production; John 


| letic Club 
jas 


' 
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Milton Hagen, songwriter and play- 
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Comic Strips Still Scarce 
The recent publication in “Va- 
riety” of an item that a really in- 
spired gagman for the comic strips 
could earn $1,000 a week (which is 
true), brought a deluge of volunteer 
material to the syndicates. Even 
those who have despaired of mak- 


(Continued on page 44) 


RUBE WOLF 





MIRTH OF A NATION 


Master of Ceremonies 
Metropolitan, Los Angeles 
Extends 


YULETIDE GREETINGS 
To His Friends 
All Over the World 








TILL JANUARY, 1928 


More Than a Master of Ceremonics 
At COFFEE DAN’S, Los Angeles, Cal. 











WORLD'S FASTEST RUSSIAN 
DANCER 


ALFRED 


BROWER 


WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 
IDEAS 
Direction WALTER MEYERS of 





WILLIAM MORRIS, Inc. 











EDWIN 


Xmas Greetings To All My Friends 


SOLOIST and DIRECTOR of the HARMONY ACCORDION BAND 


Dec. 24-29, Capitol, New York 


Columbia and Victor Records 
Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI 


JAHRL 











DUFFIN an 


FEATURED IN FANCHO 


PRESENT 


ORIGINAL RAG-DOLL DANCE 
AND REALLY ATTRACTING ATTENTION!!! 


JESSIE 


d DRAPER 


THEIR 


N AND MARCO IDEAS 











Direction: 





GINO SEVERI 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
CALIFORNIA THEATRE, SAN 


FANCHON 


FRANCISCO 
AND MARCO 
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‘She is still 
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mericas Sweetheart 


says Cleveland 
. News — 




























































AE Pe 
en ek. 
Le 


R.—.MERRILL 
Sandlot Store [es 




















"MY BEST 
KATHLEEN NORRIS Gl RL 


-and everywhere they agree with Cleveland~ 


“Big Hit, Mary “Mary at her loveli- 














Scores” | est, her funniest, her 


Dallas ‘‘News” 


‘‘Mary at her best”’ 


N. Y. “Herald Tribune” 


“A picture for the 
whole family” 


best”’ 


Omaha ‘Bee-News” 


“The best picture 
Mary has made in 
several years” 





oe Broke the house 
Seattle “Star” record at Dy bi IX ds.» 
Olympia-~ New Haven | 
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BERLIN PiCTUR 


By C. HOOPER TRASK 





Berlin, Dec. 12. 

“Am Rande der Welt” (“At the 
Bdge of the World”). The director, 
Kari Grune, has turned out several 
films which had a moderate success 
im London and Paris. The present 
film is one of those pacifistic pic- 
tures in which all the characters re- 
gnain abstractions, you never for a 
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BENNY 
MEROFF 


and ORCHESTRA 


THE MOST VERSATILE OF 
LEADERS 





Personal Mgr.. MURRY BLOOM 


OKEH RECORDS 
WURLITZER INSTRUMENTS 


NOW 


MARKS BROS. 
$3,000,000 


MARBRO and GRANADA 
THEATRES 











moment get interested tn them. 
Brigitte Helm of “Metropolis” has a 
iew personal moments, but these 
are entirely her own. Grune is su- 
ing the Ufa, charging his film was 
cut in such a way as to ruin it. But 
as there is not a single scene that 
has the spark, I can’t see how it 
could have made much difference. 





“Berlin"—An attempt by the Ber- 
lin branch of the Fox Film to put 
the German metropolis into a five- 
reeler without using any story. A 
few moments are good, but as a 
whole it is very one-sided, being 
without humor, merely concen- 
trating on movement. Some of the 
photography is adequate, but most 
of it not above the level of a news 
weekly. 





“Orient Express.” — The interest- 
ing idea of a station master in a 
small town to whom chance brings 
a lady of society from the big city. 
In the end she leaves him, but has 
made him contented with his humble 
lot One of the best German films 
of the season, discreetly directed 
and played by Lil Dagover and 
Heinrich George. 





Jack London via Moscow 


“Suehne” (“Atonement”). — This 
Russian film made by the official 
Soviet film company is taken from 
a short story by Jack London. In 
the gold district of Alaska a work- 
man, who finds a rich claim for his 
employers, shoots two of them be- 
cause they are not going to give 
him any share of it. The third and 
his wife guard the man through a 
long winter, in order to bring him 
to justice. Toward spring the three 
are not able to stand the strain any 
longer and at the request of the 
murderer the other two hang him. 

Undoubtedly the most brutal film 
that I have ever witnessed. Its 
sheer cruelty is unbelievable. It is 
unthinkable that it could be given 
in America. Technically consid- 
ered, the photography is bad. and, 


lalthough the acting has extraordi- 


narily powerful moments, it is as a 
whole amateurish. 


“The Last Waltz’—This jointly 
produced Ufa and Famous Players 
picture was just as mildly received 
here as in America. Criticisms 
compared it unfavorably with the 
“Waltz Dream.” 

















“Die Hose” (‘The Underwear”’)— 











CHARLIE 


HARRY 
EDYTH MURRAY 
2D WEEK CLOWNING WITH 
CHARLIE 


PEGGY O’NEILL 


TERPSICHORE’S FAVORITE 
DAUGHTER 





“CALIFORNIA’S PLAYBOY” 


and His MERRY MAD GANG 
BRADFORD THEATRE, NEWARK 
in “JOY BELLS” 


Devised and Staged by 


FEATURING 





AND OTHERS 
MY BITS AND GAGS BY SAM SILVER ARE PROTECTED 


MELSON 


CRULL 
MAURY LEAF 


THE “BAD TIME” STORY MAN 


WILLIAMS and ROSS 


THOSE FUNNY BOYS WITH 
THE FUNNY LEGS AND 
FUNNY FACES 








Taken from a well-known comedy 
by Sternheim, it again proved that 
it is foolish to make pictures of 
plays which depend on dialogue 
| Moreover, Hans Behrendt’s direc- 
tion is indefinite and muddled 
Werner Krauss and Rudolf Forster 
styiised their roles while 
Jenny Jugo is just conventional 
But, worst of all, the film is never 
funny. 


Sheet 
ascLiuie 





“Das K. und K. Ballettmaede!” 
(“The Royal Ballet Girl’)—oOld- 
fashioned story laid in Vienna be- 
fore the war. Only interesting on 


Gralla in the title role. Each year 
this young actress is winning a 
Stronger position in the German 
film world and should soon class up 
as one of the real stars. 





“Ramper"—The stage play by 
Max Mohr could have produced an 
even more interesting film, as the 
idea is excellent. An explorer is 
lost for 30 years in the Arctic re- 
gions and becomes almost an ani- 
mal, losing the use of his tongue 
and his memory of human things. 
He is finally captured and exhibited 
in circuses as a man-beast. There 
the head of an insane asylum finds 
him and brings him back to his 
normal self. After an unhappy af- 
fair with the doctor's wife he re- 
turns again to the north. The lead- 
ing role is splendidly played by Paul 
Wegener, but the direction by 
Reichmann was jumpy and lacking 
in strength. 





A New “Find” 

“Casanova”—Although produced 
in Paris this film was partly financed 
by German capital, its scenario is 
by a German, Norbert Falk, and 
several of the leading roles are 
taken by German players. Here the 
reception was good and, though 
forced at the Gloria Palast, there is 
no doubt it will do satisfactory 
business in Germany. The story is 
on the style of Barrymore's “Don 
Juan” film with Iwan Mosjoukin in 
the title role. 

The film covers a lot of ground, 
bringing Casanova from Venice to 
Russia under Catherine the Great 
and back again. There is also no 
main love interest as Casanova flits 
from affair to affair. But the pic- 
ture undoubtedly has sex appeal and 
should get over in America. Mos- 
joukin is no Barrymore but he is 
manly and graceful. The little 
German, Jenny Jugo, is fresh and 
charming and the Italian Rina de 
Liguore is a real picture find. 


“Die Tolle Lola” (Crazy Lola). 
Continually roasted by the press, 
Richard Bichberg’s films go right 
on appearing at the big Ufa the- 
atres. It must be that the Germgn 
public likes them, but judged by 
the standards of American comedy 
they are of the crudest. The pres- 
ent effort is one of the worst he 
has turned out. Lillian Harvey, its 
star, is now trying to break her 
contract with this producer. 








“Napoleon”—Really a French pred - 
uct, it may be of interest to learn 
the German reception. Candidly, 
it was a flop. It is the opinion of 
this reviewer that this chilly affair 
can never have any success outside 
of France and there only on account 
of the subject matter. Here it is 
reported that the director, Abel 
Gance, has gotten American capital 
to help him make a continuation. 
American pictures are meeting their 
usual success and failure. “What 
Price Glory” had a most satisfac- 
tory Berlin run and has cleaned up 
wherever shown. “Sunrise” has 
been well treated by the press and 
looks as though it would do splen- 
did business. “Chang” was looked 
forward to as being a big sensation 
and rounded off 12 weeks at the 
Nollendorf. The last few weeks of 
the run were undoubtedly forced, 
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CARLO RESTIVO 


ACCORDION and WHISTLING ARTIST 


Abel of “Variety” Says: 


“Restivo is a card in himself.” 
Held Over Second Week, MARK STRAND, Brooklyn 
STANLEY CO. THEATRES TO FOLLOW 
Thanks to MR. EDWARD L. HYMAN 




















FIRST “WESTERN” STYLE STAGE BAND LEADER TO ARRIVE ON B’WAY 


WALT ROESNER 


“CALIFORNIA’S ARISTOCRAT OF SYNCOPATION” 
NOW AT CAPITOL, NEW YORK 











, JANTON 








LEXIA and MINNETTE i 


DAINTY DANCING DUO 


2 This Week Publix—Senate, Chicago 
Direction WM. MORRIS'OFFICE “&% 





CISTERS 











MBASSFADOR 
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but there was no question of thé 
reality of the success. Reports from 





the provinces, however, say that 
many theatre owners have been! 
running it as part of a double 
| header. 

Jannings’ “Way of All Flesh” was j; 
| looked upon as. sure fire and will 


| the Pola Negri film which Pommer 


account of the performance of Dina | 


i film has come out for a long time 





without question 
owing to the fact 


do satisfactorily, 
that no Jannings! 


But the ending is too sloppily 
timental for here. “Barbed 


sen- 
Wire,” 


made in America with Germany evi- 
dently in mind, was forced Into a 
run but will not show anything 
extraordinary. 

A distinct disappointment was the 
Berlin run of “King of Kings.” It 
had a hard time finishing out three 
weeks ata small theatre. “The Big 
Parade” came out much too late, 
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| Murray and Loulse Fazenda for 
First National. Production etarts 
Jan. 1. 





“Sporting Goods,” permanent title 


for The Traveling Salesman,” 
starring Richard Dix, Par 

Marian Nixon loaned by VU. te 
M.-G.-M. for “China Bound.” Wile 


liam Nye directing. 





Robert Lord, scenarist, on M.-G.- 
M. lot working on next Arthure 
Dane picture with F. Hugh Herbert. 





Jacqueline Gadson added to “Red 
Hair,” Par, 





Otis Harlan added to 
self,” U. 


“Be Your- 











some months after “What Price 
Glory,” and in spite of the splendid | 
criticisms could not hold more than | 
two weeks. The Sudermann film 
called here “Es War,” with Greta 
Garbo and John Gilbert in the lead- 
ing roles, was less of a success than 
in America. The sentimentality of 
the story is considered old-fash- 
ioned and Greta Garbo thought un- 
suited to a vampire role. Dolores 
del Rio in “Resurrection” by To!- 
stol, lived up to all expectations and 
Miss Rio is definitely placed as a 
star. Harold Lloyd also did not 
lose any of his big popularity 
through the showing of “For 
Heaven's Sake.” 

Moderate receptions were had by 
Lon Chaney in “The Captain of 
Singapore,” Rudolf Schildkraut in 
“The Country Doctor,” Eddie Cantor 
in “Five Minutes of Fear,” Paul 
Leni’s excellent “Cat and Canary” 
film, Norma Talmadge in “Camille” 
and “Fire.” 


COAST NOTES 


Sierra Pictures has bought “It's 
a Gift” from Hal Hall and R. ; 
Israel. T. Roy Barnes will star, 
H. B. Carpenter directing. 








Robert Edeson added 
Country,” P. D. C, 
directing. 


to “His 
W. K. Howard 





In cast of “Menace,” Pathe-Bray: 


Carl Stockdale, William Irving, 
Henry Sedley, Richard Alexander, 
John Boles and Donal Blossom. 


Elmer Clifton directing. 





Eddie Cline selected to direct “It's 
All Greek to Me,” featuring Charles 














XMAS GREETINGS 


Dec. 26-Jan. 1 | 
TIVOLI THEATRE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Direction MAX TURNER 


WM. MORKIS OFFICE 

















Real 
Marvel 


Priced well within the 
exhibitor — Fine 


(Magnola 


CHICAGO 


See Your Nearest 








Is Sweeping the Country 


NOT AN ORGAN! NOT A TALKING MOVIE! 
Absolutely NEW *** 


Drama, Comedy, Prologues, Dancing Turns, Travelogues, Scenics, 
Songologues 


This new marvel will fulfill every music desire 


Magnola is the answer to the exhibitor’s prayer for something new 
—something to attract box office—something to really rave over 


enough for 


Manufactured by 


BUSH & LANE PIANO CO. 


SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
ROBERT MORTON ORGAN CO. 


NEW YORK 


oxclusive Sales Representat! 








fa 


reach of the smal'est 
the largest 


Division ) 


LOS ANGELES 


ves for the United States 


Morton Man*** 
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| featuring 


JOHN GILBERT 
and GRETA GARBO 


Directed by EDMUND GOUEDING 





[ARTISTS COPY] 
Theme Song of the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Photo-play “LOVE™ 


That Melody Of Love 
Waltz Ballad 





" Words by 
HOWARD DIETZ 


Valse Lento 


Music by 











‘2THEME SONG - 
_ SMetro-Goldwyn-Mayer.- 


WALTER DONALDSON 
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June madea sad- ness wend a - 
bring back that mel-o- dy of 


June brought a 


Stroll- ing are you and I, A 


#29 
filled us with ec-sta-cy, And left but a mem-o-ry to — 
kiss,then @ ten-der sigh,Sweetbliss’neatha star-ry sky a - bove. 





mel-o- dy That 
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There was a thrill and now it is gone, Wekissed un-til the still 
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of love 





Lis-ting to that mel-o - dy 











dreams Im dream-ing? Why is the smile you smiled stil) beam - ing? 


eo, aT, 
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We kissed Good-night but was it“Good bye?” Bring backthatnightwith just you andI 
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Lis-thing to that mel-o - dy of love. ; 
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1928 will be the mos 








Ee 


21 


t prosperous year 


that show business has ever known! 


: “LOVE” OPENS SHORTLY EXTENDED RUNS: 


WATCH 
FOR THESE 
' BABIES! 


Dec. 31st 
MARION 
DAVIES in 
QUALITY 
STREET 
Jan. 7th 
WILLIAM 
HAINES in 
WEST 
POINT 


Jan. 14th 
GRETA 
GARBO in 
The DIVINE 
WOMAN 
Jan. 21st 
Karl DANE 


Geo. K. ARTHUR 


in BABY 
MINE 
Jan. 21st 
TIM McCOY in 
LAW OF 
THE RANGE 


MARIE 


Feb. 11th 
_'Lew CODY 
Aileen PRINGLE 
in WICKEDNESS 
PREFERRED 


Feb. 18h 
LON 
CHANEY in 
THE BIG 
CITY 


Feb. 25th 
* “LLIAM 
L{AINES “n 
THE SMART 
SET 


Mar. 3rd 
KING 
VIDOR’S 
THE CROWD 
Mar. 10th 
RAMON 
NOVARRO in 
FORBIDDEN 
HOURS 
qual 
Mar. 17th 
MARION 
DAVIES in 
THE PATSY 


Mar. 24th 


Marie DRESSLER 


Polly MORAN in 
BRINGING UP 
FATHER 
Mar. 24th 
TIM McCOY in 
WYOMING 


Newman, Kansas City, Scate, Houston; Melba, Dallas; Columbia, 
Washington; State, Se. Lowis, Merrill, Milwaukee; Serand, Min- 
neapolis, Tower. Se. Paul, Texas, San Antonio; Roosevels, Chicago; 


Victory, Evansville, Ind., Canton, Canton, Broad. Columbus, Saliman, Cleveland, Arcade, Jacksonulle, Imperial, Charlotte, Palace, Memphis, Vendome, Nashville; Grand, Atlanta; 


Temple, Birmingham, Regent, Harrisburg. Colonial, Reading, Norva, Norfolk, Va.. Penn, Pigsburgh, Valencia, Balcimore; State, Bostan, Valentine, Toledg; Denwer, 





THE PICTURE that is 
burning up BROADWAY! 


JOHN Gilbert and 
GRETA Garbo in 
LOVE! 

TODAY it is the 
THEATRICAL sensation 
OF New York— e 
SOON its fame Lo 
WILL spread to ( 
EVERY corner gts 
OF America! ‘ . le 
THE Embassy at $2 ' 
IS sold out solid 
FOR three weeks! 
EVERY record (including “Merry Widow”) 
SMASHED! 

THE Big Ones , 
NATURALLY are 4 


METRO-GO 


















Based on Tolstoi’s 
“Anna Karenina’ 
Directed by Edmund 
Goulding. Continuity 
by Frances Marion 









a 








po 








“ ss . ~ e's 
= OR eo 
= Bk ~ be 








seh 





oO 
VL =~ 
(PEN 


hte thse 


y 














Mar. lst 
MLLE FROM 
ARMENTIERES é 

Apr. 7ch a . 
LON CHANEY i» re 
LAUGH, CLOWN, 

LAUGH 

Apt. 14th 
THE COSSACKS. 


starrim 
JOHN GILBERT, 


AND BE 
aT, DRING MERRY. 
» S Ane 


Resolve to be richer 
in 1928. It’s easy with 


F Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures 








Denyer, Criterion, 
Oklahoma City; 
Missouri, St. Joe; 
Queen, Galveston; 
Serand, Hartford; 
Des Moines, Des 
Moines ; Majestic, 
Bridgeport ; Bijou, 
New Haven ; Cap- 
itol, Cincinnati; 
Strand, Water- 
bury; Capitol; 
New Britain; 
Scate, Buffalo; 
Sun, Omaha; 
Million Dollar, 
Los Angelés; 
United Artist, 
Seattle; Califor- 
nia,San Francisco; 
Dayton, Dayton; 
Liberty, Portland. 


a 


“I consider the 
man who does 
not give his pat- 
rons “Ben-Hur” 
is holding out on 
them. Broke alli 
house records.” 


“Big Parade'} 
grossed more 
than the ‘threé 
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PASSION ISLAND 
(BRITISH MADE) 

Pathe of England production, directed by 
Manning Haynes. Story by W. : 
with Percy Stony cameraman Rand Ay? 


ton among cast ewed i pro} 
room, New York. Running time, 56 1 


Rev 


Poor little movie, don’t you cry, 
You'll play the Keith houses bye 
bye 
(“Tip Toes” dic) 


and 


Had this one been turned loose in 
"17 it would still have been five years 


behind. It runs just short of an 
hour and a half, too. Even the 
operator in the projection room 


booth was ready to cal) it quits at 
the end of the second reel. 

If England can cry over block 
booking, America is entitled to a 
few tears if it ever is shown such 
screen product as “Passion Island.” 
The picture couldn't be saved by 
cutting 3,000 feet, and “quickies” are 
program features in comparison. 

The picture strangles itself with 
footage in unfolding a story that 
could have been made into suit- 
able material for the daily change 








COME TO 
MY HOUSE” 


WITH 
Olive Borden and 
Antonio Moreno 


ALFRED 
E. GREEN 


Production 





FOR 


Fox Film Corporation 
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As it stands it’s doubtful if 
|}even the shooting galleries would be 
linterested, and maybe the K-A| 
| houses will pass it up. You ‘can’t 

ell Whoever sent it over must 
have done so with charges prepaid 
j and a prayer. 
| “Passion Island” is Corsica, Napo- 
leon's first yard, the story pushing 
off on a last half vendetta that sees 
| the girl's brother, a priest, murdered 


{ 
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THE PERSONALITY DIRECTOR 
o* MASTER OF CEREMONIES . 
now at the 
DIVERSEY THEATRE° 
CHLCAGO 


Jhanks to Fuul Ash! 


Franz Rosesi...... 
Gretchen......++. ovcoceees- Kathryn Carver 
Josef Bruckner... 
The Dancer...... PTT TTT th 
Gretchen’s Mother.........Martha Franklin 


FILM REVIEWS 
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by her 
Beppo. 

Twenty years later the lover re- 
turns to Corsica with his daughter, 
the mother having died, is recog- 
nized by Beppo and the blackmail 
starts until the daughter is Beppo’s 
objective. 

Following a confession by Beppo 
that he knifed his victim’s brother- 
in-law, the father kills and then 
shoves his persecutor over a cliff. 

It’s an hour and a half out of any- 
body's life to be regretted. 

The picture may have cost $15,000 
to make. Interiors are skimpy and 
there’s probably not a salary in the 
cast. Camera work is monotonous, 
There isn’t as much as a fade any- 
where. The best bit is Beppo try- 
ing to recall a voice when he hears 
the wronged man speak after 20 
years; pictured by various faces ap- 
pearing within Bep’s ear. 

A likely looking boy and girl are 
among the players but remain help- 
less within such environment. But 
no one in the cast has a chance, as 
Haynes, directing, has made it so 
tedious that any ‘audience will get 
sick of looking at it. 

The damn thing is endless. Sid. 


SERENADE 


Paramount comedy-drama starring 
Adolphe Menjou. Directed by H. D’Abba- 
die d’Arrast. Story and screen play by 
Ernest Vadja. At Paramount, New York, 
week Dec. 17. Running time, 55 minutes. 
ceveceses- Adolphe Menjou 


lover's scheming friend, 





eeeeeeess Lawrence Grant 
. Lima Basquette 





Another of those debonair com- 
edy-dramas with which Menjou is 
almost inseparably associated. This 
one has the usual grace, delicacy of 
treatment and pictorial beauty, but 
it is even lighter in substance and 
structure than the others. At that 
it sustains interest and builds up to 
a first-rate crescendo of suspense, 
only in the last minute to develop a 
serio-comic surprise. 

It is astonishing that these deli- 
cate film plays can sustain attention 
as well as they do. This one ,is 
meaty with small trifies that amuse, 
as though a brilliant after-dinner 
speaker paused in his address to 
illustrate with a pointed anecdote. 

The story has to do with a gifted 
composer who tries to keep his wife 
at home and out of his career at the 
theatre. He is really a devoted hus- 








| stance probably will register at the 
| boxoffice in addition to the star’s 
own pull with the petticoat clientele. 

Lawrence Grant does a delightful 
old man character bit as the musi- 


ician and philosopher. Kathryn 
| Carver, blonde and unemotional, 
|}was appropriately uninteresting as 


the homey wife. Lina Basquette as 
the high-voltage vamp dancer fur- 
nished the eloquent contrast. 
Settings and atmosphere have 
that unobtrusive beauty that is the 
ultimate in studio art. Rush. 


GIRL FROM CHICAGO 


Warner Bros. production directed by Roy 


Enright. Myrna’ Loy and Conrad Nagel 
featured. Scenario by Graham Baker. At 
the Roxy, N. Y., week of Dec. 17. Run- 
ning time, 61 mins. 

i TR. 5 os es ¢eecheds éé Conrad Nagel 
Mary Carlton....... TTT TTTirr Myrna Loy 
Steve Drummond ...eeee+-. William Russell 
Bob Carlton ....... Ceecceces sce Carroll Nye 
Perr esccccecsecesade Paul Panzer 
Colone! Carlton....... ++++-Erville Alderson 





Underworld melodrama with some 
of the crudest theatrical devices 
imaginable, but with a highly effec- 
tive climax that saves the day. This 
is what they'll talk about, forgetting 
the absurdities, a consideration that 
will make for the boxoffice on week 
dates. 

The kick is in a machine gun bat- 
tle between a police squadron and a 
gang of gunmen, The play was 
simply built up to this finale. Trou- 
ble is it wasn’t planted artfully. 
Aristocratic southern girl learns that 
her wandering brother is awaiting 
execution for a murder he did not 
commit. She visits him in prison 
and learns the killing happened in a 
night club where a gun crowd hold 
forth. They did the killing and 
planted a gun on the boy. 

Sister goes out to associate with 
the gang in the hope of discovering 
the real killer, apparently either 
Handsome Joe or Steve. Joe and 
Steve promptly become rivals for 
the “new skirt.” It is early revealed 
that Joe is really a police sergeant 
who has wormed his way into the 
crooks’ confidence in an effort to 
trap the real murderer. 

Story progresses to point where 
Joe’s real identity is discovered, and 
he is in the girl's apartment. The 
whole gang, led by the jealous Steve, 
go there to take vengeance. Joe is 
trapped, but before the killers get 
him cornered he has _ telephoned 
word to police headquarters. 

As the gunmen open fire you see 
the police bandit squad on their 
motorcycles swing from headquar- 
ters on a race to the rescue, and 
while the battle progresses in the 
apartment, alternate shots of the 
flying squadron tearing through the 
city streets at night are flashed. 
Meanwhile the indoor fight is indi- 
cated mostly by darts of flame as 





band, but he will have little affairs 
on the side. 

Menjou is happy im these deli- 
cately shaded characters; he is so 
humanly and gracefully amusing 
while maintaining a sort of naive 
earnestness, oblivious to his own ab- 
surdities. It is largely due to his 
own character drawing that such 
light material stands up. 

Of course, in the end the homey 
wife intrudes upon her husband’s 
activities in the theatre, and 
promptly discovers his little affair 
with the stage dancer. Here the 
comedy takes an unexpected turn. 
The missus merely disappears, turn- 
ing up at a later performance with 
a resplendent male escort and sit- 
ting in the most conspicuous box. 
She lets it be known that she is 
staying at the Hotel Schoenbrun 
(locale is Germany). 

Thither hurries the now repent- 
ant husband, suspicious of unutter- 
able things. The wife’s maid takes 
|his card, returns to report that “ma- 
! dame is preparing for bed,” showing 
him the door. Husband notes a silk 
bat and man’s opera cape hanging 
in the foyer. He waits in the hotel 
eorridor. Three waiters enter the 
apartment bearing supper service 
for two. The maid leaves for home, 
depositing at the door two pairs of 
shoes, which tell a tale of their own. 

By this time husband is in a fren- 
zy. He crashes in to find his wife 
calmly waiting before the spread 
table—alone. The hat and cloak are 
his own and so are the shoes. Em- 
brace as the porter gathers in the 
shoeg Wifie was just showing him 
what could be done, a shill escort 
having been engaged. 

Plot is made to order for the de- 
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light of the women which circum- 
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pistol shots stab the dark; Joe and 
the girl retreat from room to room 
holding the killers at bay, until just 
as the detectiye’s ammunition gives 
out the cops open up with machine 
guns. This is a running fight that 
starts blocks away and ends only 
over the expiring master crook, who 
confesses he did the killing for 
which the brother is about to pay 
the penalty. 

This actién is convincing and 
grips. The implausible part is the 
subordinate plot. The girl entering 
an association with the criminals 
also is careless enough to bring with 
her photographs of herself and her 
brother and leaves them around the 
apartment.® That's a tough one to 
swallow. . The reasonableness of a 
gently reared girl going among 
gangsters is enough of a tax, but 
that can be accepted as possible if 
improbable. Of course, the purpoSe 
of such clumsy devices was to make 
short cuts to the big scene. 

Myrna Loy has a certain wistful- 
ness, resembling Marie Doro in type. 
The role does not particularly suit 
her, but she carries it off well 
enough. Conrad Nagel is in one of 
the best theatrical parts that has 
come his way recently, a role with 
good comedy shading and several 
big moments. He does nicely with 
it. William Russell is great in the 
master crook’s part and excellent 
types are well placed. , 

Production is first rate, with cab- 
aret introduced in just the right 
way; that is, incidentally to 
heighten the main action rather 
than as a display for its own sake. 
Good character drawing by Russell 
and convincing bits by subordinate 
characters. Rush. 


MAN CRAZY 


First National release of a C. R. Rogers 
production, directed by John F. Dillon. 
Featuring Dorothy Mackaill and Jack Mul- 
hall. Adapted from Grace Mason’s maga- 





zine story, “Clarissa and the Post Road."’ 
At the Strand, New York, week of Dec. 
17. Running time, 58 mins. 
Clarissa Janeway........ Dorothy Mackaill 
Settery Pld. occcrcccccceccceet Jack Mulhali 
Grandmother Janeway....Edythe Chapman 
James Jameway....es.ecees Phillips Smaliey 
Vom BYGMGP ssc sccccocccece Walter McGrail 
A conventional picturized story 
better adapted to the split week 


houses than for a full week’s stand 
before 3,000 seats. “Man Crazy” 
will find the going easiest when 
playing the intermediates because 
at best it’s just a picture. The 
Mackaill-Mulhall combine vrepre- 
sents whatever strength it has. 
Rather a shame, too, for there’s a 
chance for this couple if given suffi- 
client script material. Miss 





patronage, while Mulhall doesn’t 
keep women out of a theatre. But 
stories such as this one aren't go- 
ing to get them anywhere as a 
team. Individually the picture 
means more to Miss Mackaill than 
her co-worker. 

Clarissa is simply one more 
wealthy deb fed up on social high 
jinks. So much_ so she erects an 
attractive lunchroom on the post 
road which transcends her grand- 
mother’s estate. There she meets 
Jeffery Pell, who operates an ex- 
press truck carrying valuable ship- 
ments. 


Unaware she is heiress to plenty, 
Jeff proposes and is accepted. But 
not until Clarissa has scared off 
bootleggers who have held him up 
and has spurned her betrothed 
social equal at a dinner party. Jeff. 
of course, eventually announces 
himself as the grandson of the Pell, 
who granny recalls as her first beau. 
Meanwhile, F. N. has presumably 
adopted the same method for Dor- 
othy that Fox has applied to Madge 
Bellamy. You see more of Miss 
Mackaill in each picture. Did F. N. 
take up that option? Anyway, Miss 
Mackaill frolics around in one of 
those sunken tubs, is in negligee at 
various times and always seems to 
have an expanse of limb displayed 
by one means or another. That this 
girl can stand the expose will be 
testified to by the public if they'll 
ever give her some stories. 
Mulhall does well by his concep- 
tion of the gentleman truck driver, 
Walter McGrail is a land mark as 
the rejected suitor and Dillon has 
forced Edythe Chapman to. far 
overplay the exasperated grand- 
mother. The latter also totes the 
most wig-like wig that’s been in a 
Broadway picture in some time. 

F. N, releases generally possess 
nice interiors, and more are here 
included. The eccentrically bodied 
express truck should also catch the 
interest of auto fans. As a whole 
it’s rather a pity to waste the pro- 
duction on this routine story. But 
the “Saturday: Evening Post” pub- 
lished it! 

Mostly straight titling and a 
couple of snickers in the action. 
The best thing Dillon has done is 
to keep it moving to clean it up 
under an hour. No screen credit for 
any member of the technical staff 
as shown at the Strand. 

Won’t get over in the big houses 
unless it gets plenty of help and 
will have to dig-for its moderate 
returns outside the first run. 


NIGHT LIFE 


Tiffany-Stah!] production and release. Di- 
rected by George Archainbaud. Alice Day 
and Johnny Harron featured. From story 
by Albert Shelby LeVino and continuity by 
Gertrude Orr. Chester Lyons, camera. At 
Keith's Hippodrome, New York, week Dec. 
19. Running time, about 55 minutes. 









Mackaill is not unattractive to male ' 





BEND, WO citscccocghectecceens Alice Day 

ME cccccse eoctoccccs eeoee+-JOhnny Harron 
Nick, his coadjutor......++..Eddie Gribbon 
GEANASOP 2 cccccecces oesveese. Walter Hiers 
War Profiteer.........ee0.+-lionel Braham 
» RPP: eeseseees Kitty Barlow 
File DaUGMteP. ve ccccccvccessece Dawn O'Day 
His Daughter........++.-Mary Jane Irving 
His Daughter. ..cicccseccces Audrey Sewell 
Amorous Swain....csccosseees Earl Metcalf 
Amorous Maid...... eeeeeess Patricia Avery 
Chief of Detectives...... Archduke Leopold 
Merry-Go-Round Manager...Snitz Edwards 
Beer Garden Waitress....... Violet Palmer 
SIEGES 0 0 60 66400 4600 Lydia Yeamans Titus 





Can you imagine the Keith’s Hip- 
podrome? At last it has a good pic- 
ture. Even the house staff enjoys 
the novelty. 

It’s “Night Life,” by Tiffany, and 
an excellent program release; ex- 
cellent in every department, espe- 
cially with the dircction of George 
Archainbaud. While the Gertrude 
Orr continuity is no slouch. 

Tiffany-Stah!l has a picture here 
that stands up under the title, al- 
though that title as q matter of fact 
more strictly is for the box office 
than the story. And as box office 
it’s good anywhere. 

In story it’s mteresting, with a 
good tale well told nicely spread out 
over the sheet. It dips into pre-war 
at Vienna without any war stuff 
used, comes back to Vienna and re- 
mains there until the finish. 

The picture starts with a magi- 
cian and an audience plant in a 
beer garden cabaret. The war call 
comes and they go. Upon their re- 
turn they are hungry and broke. But 
the profiteers come along in their 
gas wagons. Which suggests to the 
plant that since the palming magi- 
cian is a bear with his mitts, that 
they go into the pickpocket racket 
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rather than to die standing up and 
starving. 

The dip trade seemed pretty good 
in Vienna around those days, show- 
ing that many had money, even if 
the soldiers didn’t. But there were 
other starvers and one a girl. She 
tried to work the same side of the 
street and the magician caught her 
as his watch started to go south 
in her hands. 


Without permitting the novice to 
know she had gone up against an 
expert, the young palmer took her 
home, fell in love with the girl and 
thereby incurred the enmity for her 
of his partner, the plant and lo- 
cater. As locater the plant located 
desirable stuff to lift for the lifter. 

That led into complications, con- 
cluding when the plant took a 9$0- 
day slap he had tried to hang onto 
the girl instead, with all vowing 
that marriage and the right stage 
road thereafter would be better. 

Glorified crooks are not so 
healthy in pictures, but here the 
moral rubs off the rest. 

Acting is not the least of this 
picture, after giving Mr. Archain- 
baud the credit he should have for 














and His 
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“GOOD NEWS” 


W. Si: Are you serving 
Turkey for Xmas?—A. L. 





























Mgr. WILL HAYNES, LOEW’S 
ALLEN, CLEVELAND, said: 


“Freddie Martin is the best com- 
edy and character eccentric dancer 1 
have ever had play the theatre, and 
he stopped the show three times a 
day all week.” 


Freddie Martin 


The “Legamaniac” 
Featured 
Loew’s DeLuxe Picture Theatres 
Direction MAX TURNER 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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KOLB and DILL 


tn Their Latest 
Starting Tour 


West Coast Theatres, Inc. 
This Week, LOEW'S STATE, Los Angeles 
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one is quite neat. When the crime 
partners get to the row point, Har- 
ron, sore, socks Gribbon twice, 
right on the button each time, and 
Gribbon never moves. Then Grib- 
bon with a counter knocks Harron 
across the room for the count of 
800. 

Picture worth while, and above 
the Hip standard as well as stand. 
Although in there for the week be- 
fore Christmas, the chances are 
that “Night Life’ through its title 
and production will do some busi- 
mess for that house this week. 


And also taking them as they 
have come in weekly releases along 
Broadway during the season thus 
far, “Night Life’ could have taken 
its place for a week on the Big 
Alley. 

On the program is billed Arch- 
d@uke Leopold as “Chief of Detec- 
tives.” He’s probably in the pic- 
ture. Maybe as a test or peat. 

me. 





Paul Kohner, supervisor for Uni- 
versal, and Baroness Kocian have 
written an original, “The Sunflow- 
er,” for Mary Philbin, 
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tricks, like dramatic 
snow storm apparatus 


prop travesty 
scenes with 
in sight. 

Kids at luncheon decide on their 
own they'll do a picture. Master 
Von Stroheim is chosen director 
and they portion out the other roles 
with amusing titles for laughs. Then 
they go to gagging. 

They need a comedian, and Mike 
McCoy is dragged in for the pur- 


pose. Here’s a kid with possibil- 
itiés. He has qa real gift for kid 
burlesque. He starts out as a cow- 


boy, but they crab his artistic lean- 
ings and make him do tramp. The 
scream is the bit where he is re- 
hearsed to do a mock heroic rescue 
but becomes side-tracked with the 
edible possibilities of a custard pie 
left around as a prop, and forgets 
his business. It doesn’t sound as 
funny as young Mike makes it. 

In the end there’s a fire and a 
chase, but that’s the least amusing 
part of the picture, which is a nov- 
elty and has many honest laughs. 
Great as a supporting screen sub- 


ject. Rush. 
THE LOVELORN 
Cosmopolitan productions released by 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 


Directed by John 
P, McCarthy based on 


the ‘‘Advice to 


Lovelorn’ column by Beatrice Fairfax. 
Screen adaptation by Bradley King. At 
the Capitol, N. .Y¥., Dec. 17%. Running 
time, over 60 mins. 

Georgie Hastings.............. Bally O'Neil 
Ann Hastings...... Coecccseces Molly O’ Day 
Bill WAETOD. ccccccscccssccccess Larry Kent 
Charlie ...... cece secccceres James Murray 
Jimmy ...«.. Coccccoseoces Charles Delaney 
Joe Sprotte...... eccccccccecs George Cooper 
Ernest Brooks......+.e+e+s++/ Allan Forrest 
Beatrice Fairfax........ Dorothy Cummings 





An unsatisfactory picture for the 
big towns. It’s small time in 
theme, direction and production. A 
gamble if intended for full week 
stands, with the odds unfavorable. 

The boy who wrote the titles is 
not given any program billing. He 
should have been featured above 
the ghastly, unattractive feminine 
person who presumes to be the star 
and he certainly deserves more 
credit than the directorial brain re- 
sponsible for the creation of a film 
that mirrors his incompetence in 
every scene, 

The titles are a real asset to the 
picture, carrying laughs as well as 
building the story. Every member 
of the cast, with the exception of 





Georgie, whose flair for picking up | 
strange men who own flashy limou- 
sines is viewed with alarm by the 
maternal Ann, 

Then there’s some connection 
with a boy named Bill whom | 
Georgie scorns. He turns to Ann 
for sympathy and winds up by pro- 
posing marriage. Ann decides, fin- 
ally, that Bill is still in love with 
Georgie and intends to give him up 
in favor of the younger sister. Both 
sisters are handed a letter from 
Bill in which he says he has de- 
cided to give them both up in favor 
of marrying money 

The gals don’t take it hard and 
encourage the advances of two 
young men they previously repulsed. 

Shots of Miss Fairfax writing let- 
ters to the lovelorn are thrown in 
at intervals. 

At best it’s only for the frequent 
changers. Mori. 





|in a plane that has no guns, to join 


the free-for-all which has developed. 





THE LONE EAGLE 


Universal production and release. Di- 
rected by Emory Johnson. Featuring Bar- 





bara Kent and Raymond Keane. From 
story by Lieut. Ralph Blanchard. At 
Colony, New York, week Dec. 17. Running 
time, 60 minutes. 


Lieut. Wm. nee covceccce Sepanet Keane 
Pe ac edcescrccabes esseess- barbara Kent 
Capt. Richardson... sceccesecess- Nigel Barrie 
a SORT Sec ccdascees ae Pennick 
Red McGibbons..........+..- Donald Stuart 





An abundance of technical faults 
and plenty of cheating, but okay 
for the U-supplied houses, the daily 
changes and maybe the split-week 
theatres. The air stuff will carry 
this ordinary story, lacking promi- 
nent love interest. The same case 
as “Wings,” only on a much smaller 
scale, 

The air “dog fights” reveal foot 
after foot of double photography 
with one sequence of two planes 
falling in flames repeated three 
times. But maybe the patrons won't 
notive it, nor the California hills 
under the final duel between the 
German ace and the untried Ameri- 
can youth. Some of the bombing of 
a village is in miniature, but the 
Kelly Field lieut.’s determination to 
down the vanquisher of his pal got 
applause here, so that offsets it. 

Attached to a squadron of the 
British Royal Flying Corps, young 
Holmes is under suspicion of cow- 
ardice after his first fight because 
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He clips the German’s wing off with 
his undercarriage, and the following 
shots are armistice stuff, succeeded 
by the homecoming with Mimi as 
his wife. 

Other than the altitude action. 
Nigel Barrie and Donald Stuart hold 
the story together by their perform- 
ances, Barrie as the flight comman- 
der and Stuart as the carefree Mc- 
Gibbons who knows he is going to 
get it and doesn’t care. The latter 
is the actual highlight personality 
of the picture. Neither Miss Kent 
or Raymond Keane give much to 
their roles in establishing the love 
angle. Johnson has permitted the 
girl too much breast-heaving when 
under emotion, and Keane is only on 
top when undergoing his first touch 
of fear. Miss Keane is also the bet- 
ter fit as a young Frenchwoman. 

The air stuff may fool the ma- 
jority of witnessers At least there’s 
enough of it to keep them interest- 
ed. Youngsters present at the 
Colony Sunday were on the edge of 
their chairs as one indication. How- 
ever, Johnson has rounded up the 
film’s most convincing moments 
within the barracks of the fiyers, 
which Stuart completely dominates. 

The picture has pace, better and 
more air stuff than “Hard-Boiled 
Haggerty,” despite the.phoney film- 
ing, but won't feaze “Wings.” The 
Colony orchestra used a melody 
which ran throughout the “Big Pa- 
rade” for “Eagle’s” a 

Bid. 


THE SOMME 


(BRITISH MADE’ 

Toronto, Dee. 9. 
Regal Films of Canada, Ltd., release, of 
Britannia Films Production. Made with 
co-operation of British government and Ca- 
nadiah war museum. Running time, 74 
minutes, Titling and publicity done in 
Canada, 





Here is a full length feature film 
running 74 minutes with never a 
woman seen, Not even in the back- 
ground. 

It tells the story of the British ef- 
forts on the Somme before and 
after. As a historical picture, part- 
ly rebuilt from actual scenes via 
news shots, it attempts to tell no 
acted romance. There is no plot. 

In British countries this will be a 
smash, Partly from patriotic pur- 
poses, partly because there are 
enough Somme veterans in nearly 
every city to make it worth while 
and partly because of the compul- 
sory law. 

For Canadian exhibition Tom 
Daley sliced it up and inserted Ca- 
nadian events all through. Result 
has flag wavers in continual ap- 
plause. 

Outstanding shots come on the 
charge of Scotch Highlanders 
against stiff odds at night, heavy 
bombardment from behind the lines 
(actual shot) and the first use of 
tanks. 

Some low comedy worked in on 


Picture obviously not intended for 


American exhibition. Sinclair, 


Winds of the Pampas 


Superlative production released* by Hle 


Mark Sales. Directed by Arthur Varney 
from the story by Elinor Pwing. Cast in. 
cludes Ralph Clovinger, Edwards Davis, 
Claire McDowell and Ann Drew. At the 
Stanley, N. Y., Dec, 15. Running time, 
over 60 minutes. 





It’s a type production, monotous, 
unrelieved by any touch of interest, 
A fairly good story given poor di- 
rectorial treatment and, from the 
result, made with both eyes on the 
expense account. 

The girl playing opposite Clov- 
inger, unbilled on the screen, should 
get attention. She overcomes bad 
makeup, faulty camera studies and 
inept direction with poise and 
screen presence. 

According to the tale, presented 
with an Argentinian background, an 
aged rancher is the object of a gift 
of hate from a foster brother whom 
he had tried to wrong years before 
by making a play for a woman they 














Now sailine to Sedines 
in Europe the latest popu- 
lar dance originated by 
and named after them— 


ai GAGE 


“Monk” Watson at the “Grand 
Riviera,” Detroit,, last week 
Cali Sindelar, Artiste Cond. 
Kirby and DeGage will stage in 
Paris the two numbers created 

by them in California— 


“The Poppy Dream” 

A Fantastic Ballet, and 
“Glimpses of Chicago’s Gangland” 
A unique presentation with authentic 


characterizations of Chicago’s 
underworld 
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EMILE CHAUTARD 


Now Playing 
PERE CHEVILLON 


in 
“THE SEVENTH HEAVEN” 














JOHNNIE GREY 
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Editor of Features 











L. G. RIGBY 


SCENARIST 
NOW WITH M-G-M 
FREELANCING 





FOR FOX WH. 2132 
Ox 6463 or Holly wood 3540 
JOHN F Titles by 
: MALCOLM 
pony arn STUART 
Paramount- BOYLAN 
Famous- Lasky FOX 
ELIZABETH PICKETT LORNA MOON 
Director Fox Varieties “MR. WU” 


“AFTER MIDNIGHT” 
“THE LOVE WEB” (Preparing) 





IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 
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both wanted. The annual poison | nis back, to face the desert windsy 

gift is beginning to get on the alone. 

yancher’s nerves. With the gradually diminishing 
The youthful son, Don Juan, just | number of shooting galleries and 

back from his studies abroad, is pg ee exchanges it may soon 

told to enter the service of the | 0€ - ene uit matter to sell pictures 


foster brother and prevent the ship- 
ment of the gift for the year. 


Juan finds his foster uncle pos- 
gessed of two daughters, one of 
whom he wants while the elder 
wants him. A brilliant fellow, Juan, 
with a remarkable lack of tact. 
After being told to lay off the 


younger gal by the irate male par- 
ent there are several scenes show- 
ing him making ardent, but awk- 
ward, love in the haliways of the 
house in broad daylight. In the 
game clever manner he is caught 
prowling around the building by his 
foster uncle. 

The aged rancher should have 
been described a lunatic. Knowing 
the danger to his son he writes him 
a letter urging the speedy destruc- 
tion of the annual gift. Through 
this letter the boy is trapped and 
flogged. The law of the Pampas, 
according to this version, provides 
that a spy be flogged and then sent 
out on horseback, hands tied behind 








oe — 











CREATOR OF 
STAGE-BAND 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Known as the 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 


Now vacationing in Europe, 
Watch for my return to Oriental 
Theatre, Chicago, December 26, 
1927. 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
RECORDING ARTIST” 





Paul Ash Presentations Staged by 
LOUIS McDERMOTT 





There Is No Substitute for 
Paul Ash Entertainment 














SS 


5th YEAR 


MILTON 
SLOSSER 


ORGANIST 
MISSOURI THEATRE, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


.._.__ 








Al Man. Must be booker and good 
mixer. Man with reputation and con- 
nections. Must have good references 
and be experienced booker of Motion 
Picture Road Shows, Salary $150.00 per 
week and up, with all expenses, In- 
capable men need not apply. 
8. 8. MILLARD 
Suite 616, Pantages Bldg. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 





sSceme ft ew in. 


tend to keep on 


the dime house is extinct. 


Mori. 


LUCK OF THE NAVY 


(BRITISH MADE) | 
London, Nov. 25. 

ss Graham-Wilcox production. Story by Mrs 
Clifford Mills. Directed by Fred Paul. | 
featuring Evelyn Laye and Henry Victor. | 
Pre-view, London Hippodrome, Nov. 22. | 
Running time, 110 miuutes, | 
| 





It is hard to believe this film runs 
110 minutes. It seemed years. 
alone in time, either. Technique, 
story, continuity, appeared to be- 
long to a dim and distant era. One 
thing, the critics of the film bill 
can't blame this one on the govern- 
ment measure to help the British 
film industry. Because it won't. 

Someone must have taken all the 
sheets out of a hack writer's card 
index, thrown them in the air, and} 
made a film from the situations on 
those coming down face up. And 
how! 

First there are feet and feet and 
feet of warships and waves, then 
the admiral’s sailor son (of course, 
an officer) comes home. Then he 
goes away again, while the villain, 
who loves the heroine, discovers his 
own mother is a spy, and becomes 
one, stealing plans from a naval 
drawing office where he works in 
his spare time. 

Hero does gallant deeds abroad— 
in a caption—heroine hegisters 
l-o-0-o-ve for him. 

Again he comes home. He 


Not 


| she 





1-0-0-oves her, too. No one but he 
has the new navy code. The spies 
want it. Trapped, he writes it on 
the back of her photograph and 
gives it to her. She thinks she is 
getting the frozen mitt, but no! She, 
too, is trapped by the spies. 

Fights, gunplay in which no one 
ever gets hit. Rescue by totally un- 
armed crowd of sailors. Villain 
perishes in aeroplane while trying 
to escape. 

Back in the dim and ancient past 
of, say, 1918, Universal and Fox 
made this type (I do not say “this 
sort”) of movie for the long grass, 
and did it well. Whiy anyone, espe- 
clally with an era of revival in 
British films, should make this one 
now, I can’t even guess. All the 
futile stupidities which obsessed 
part of the public mimd during the 
late war have been brought in— 
spy-mania, old men spouting lip- 
patriotism and molesting boys who 
have not given their bodies to be 
mangled for “glory.” Girls in war 
uniforms making their idle, silly 
play out of tragedy (and wearing 
war period clothes while the cast 
as a whole wears contemporary 
dresses of the present mode). 

The whole film is a jumble of 
crude and commercial flag-waving, 
old-time stock melodrama, scream- 
ing to the gallery for applause, and 
moronic lack of even the lowest 
standard of audience intelligence. 

If this were representative of the 
new British film producing indus- 
try, then there would be little left 
to do but shed the tears and raise 
the headstone. 

But luckily it is not. It is merely 
a monument to a type of ineptitude 
which must disappear if this coun- 
try is to take any serious place in 
the ranks of the world’s film pro- 
ducers. Frat. 


BRASS KNUCKLES 


Warner’ Bros.’ production, 
Monte Blue and Betty Bronson. Directed 
by Lloyd Bacon from story by Harvey 
Gates. Photographed by Norbert Brodin. 
Cast includes William Russell, Georgie 
Stone, Paul Panzer and Jack Curtis. Re- 
viewed in projection room Dec. 9. Running 
time, 68 mins. 


featuring 





One of the underworld cycle od 
pictures brought into vogue by the | 
success of the film bearing that | 
name. This picture is lacking in|} 
qualities desirable for de luxe stands | 
but will go as intermediate program 
stuff. 

A prisoner (Monte Blue) frus- 








trates an attempted jail break. He 


FILM REVIEWS 


ig paroled, and 


visits the daughter 
faman se! need to die. The girl 
iS in an orphan asylum and later 
escapes to live with Blue, who 
thir s she |i ist a kid. Later, on 
if the 1 rs, who has vowed 
vengeance on Blue, is let it of the 
pen As the girl has never seen her 
father and doesn’t know where he 
is, the prisoner impersonates her 
iad and later tries to make her. 
Blue comes to the rescue, staging 
a corking fist fight with the villain 
Then, realizing the girl's womanly 
charm, he takes her in his arms. 
Betty Bronson is the type for a | 


girl supposedly looking younger than 
is. Her perfomance av 
moderately favorable Monte 
surrounded by a cast of shorts, looks 
like a giant, and conveys the idea of 
good-natured brutality well Wil- 
liam Russell as the heavy is good. 
Support capable. 

Should be suitable for the split- 
week houses. 


eragces 


THE ROMANTIC AGE 


Columbia productton and release. Directed 
by Seott Plorey. Featuring Alberta Vauchn 
Fugene O'Brien and Stanley Taylor. Pho- 
tographed by Norbert Brodin. At the Tivoli, 
New York, one day (Dec. 7) on double fea 
ture bill. Running time, about 55 minutes 


An anemie climax and miscasting 
drag this picture down to the weak 
sisters. If relied upon for more than 
one day it will show its frailty. 

Eugene O'Brien plays listlessly as 
a middle-age fiance. Stanley Tay- 


lor, acting the younger brother of | 


O’Brien (and his rival), gets along 
fairly until he attempts emotion. Al- 
berta Vaughn is capable, but glixed 
with several instances of silly direc- 
tion. 

Characters are inconsistent. Miss 
Vaughn deliberately tries to make 
the younger brother, when she is 
engaged to the older, but turns on 
the kid when he gives in. Little 
sympathy for her. Stanley Jones, 
juvenile, starts as a likeable kid and 
is then made to appear suddenly 
vicious. 

After disruption of their romance 
by the youngster, O’Brien and 
Vauehn are reunited tn a fire scene. 
O'Brien goes into a blazing building 
to get some papers, but can't get 
out. Several minutes later Miss 
Vaughn goes into the building the 
same way O’Brien did. Then they 
await death in each other’s arms, 
neglecting to leave the building 
through the door they came in by. 
Firemen cut a hole in the roof to 
save them. All this is done in heavy 
dramatics. Laughed at in the Tiv- 
oll. 

First half of the film, directed In 
a light breezy way, looked okay. The 
last half killed that impression. 


Hook and Ladder No. 9 


F. B. O. production, directed by F. Her- 
mon Weight from story by John Moroso. 





Cast: Cornelius Keefe, Edward Hearn, 
Lucy Beaumont, Dione Ellis, Thomas L. 
Bower and Johnny Gough. Photographed 


by Lyman Broening. At the Stanley, New 
York, one day (Dec. 2). Running time, 62 
minutes. 


Being straightforward handker- 
chief melodrama, this picture will 
be most appreciated by unsophis- 
ticated customers. Best for the 
neighborheods and small towns. In 
the blase places it would encounter 
tough sledding. 

A tale of two firemen, one of whom 
marries the girl they both love. Th« 
other carries on morosely for a few 
years. Then comes the big firs 
scene; the disappointed lover res- 
cues his former pal's wife and kid 

His death is problematical. Ad- 
vance trailers say he passed away 
after the rescue and the press sheet 
scenario says likewise; but the film 
refutes this theory by having the 
fellow say he'll be all right in a 
minute, and he’s breathing at the 
fadeout. 

Weight aimed rather low In his 
directing, in several instances mak- 
ing his situations markedly unrea- 
sonable to afford grandstand plays 
for the characters. Fire scenes are 
okay, mostly actual shots. 

Edward Hearn as the disgruntled 
lover has a pathetically humorous 
part and handles ft well Cornelius 
Keefe, the successful rival, has 
looks, flashing smile and a fair 


Blue, | 





Dione E 


KI vledge of acting iis 
t Good sup 


girl, ils a sweet type. 
port 
> 
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Immortals of Scotland 
(BRITISH MADE) 


loro: Dec. 8. 
Regals Films Car ‘ . graph 
and storical pictur I le im Se 
and Running time, SO minutes, 
Here is a long and rather dreary 
f tory of Bobbie Burns and Sir 
Walter Scott. Weak on plot, strong | 
n scenic beauty and worth a maxi- 
mum of three reels. Split up with 
song and dance as it was by Lloyd 
Collins at the Regent ‘ 


and plugged 
of demanding 
picture It might get a break 
England and Australia, but for 
Canada the answer no, and for 
the United States a couple of them. 
High spots in the lives of the 
two men of letters are accurately 
shown tn native surroundings 
Shots tn and around Ayrshire 
where Bobbie Burns was born and 
bred are pictorially excellent but as 
a Program picture it doesn’t mean 
a thing. With women's orgcaniza- 
tions and patriotic groups writing 
the papers to insist upon the show- 
ing of more British pictures this 
one comes as a black eve 
Sinclair. 


RIDERS OF THE WEST 


| Rayart production, featuring Ben Wlison 


yn the patrietic ancle 
British 
n 


is 





Cast includes Fangs (dog), Neva Gerber. 
Ed LaNiece and Bud Osborne. Director's 


name kept off paper. At the Arena, New 
York, one day (Dec. 14) on a double-feature 
bill. Running time, 3) minutes. 


Too crudely handled for appeal to 
any but juvenile western fans. 

Apparently Ben Wilson was to 
have had starring honors, but a 
dog in the cast was later given that 
spot in billing to sell it as a canine 
picture. 

Fangs, the dog, is a good natured 
pup entirely averse to fighting and 
acting. He is not sufficiently trained 
to be offered as a star. 

The story has Ben Wilson serving 
a sentence for a murder he didn't 
do, and later taking a job as sheriff 
in a tough town to save a girl's 
gold mine and incidentally discover 
the real murderer. An unusual 
amount of time is devoted to lengthy 
explanatory subtitles, some of them 
useless. 

Ben Wilson impresses faintly in 
this, as does Neva Gerber opposite 
him. Direction is pretty anemic. 


SOLITUDES 
Fox Variety short at Colony, New York, 
Dec. 17. Running time, 8 mins. 











A miniature water rapids In slow 
motion spliced into a scenic reel. 
It's used to heighten the effect of a 
mountain storm, Unnecessary. 

Sequence ranges from either the 
Canadian Rockies or Alaska, to 
Egypt and Hawali. Leading off with 
the tremendous expanse of rock 
covered by snow and glaciers the 
early footage is by far the most im- 
pressive, possibly routined that way 
to halt as many walkouts as possi- 
ble. 

Actual rain sweeping across a 
yiountain lake Is well cameraed with 
no real necessity for the fake shot 
of a tumbling stream whipped by 
arc lamp lighting. 

A passable eight minutes 
didn’t cause a grumble here. 


COMRADES 


Tiffany production in colors and Tiffany 
release At Paramount, New York, week 
Nov. 26. Runs about seven minutes. 


that 
Bid. 


Coloring probably depended upon 
to send this one across for demand 
Rather nice to see the youngand old 
lfolks in natural tinting, but against 
i this is the slight and familiar story, 
lof switch-backs to the younger days 
of three A. K.’s, when they were kid- 
lets and later grown up to about 29. 

Two of the old men razzing each 
lother at checkers at 75 were chums 
lat 16, then one went to sea rather 

















VARIETY 25 

lan marr he girl, which the other 
did w le he-was awa 

As the loser in y peared 

tisfied enough to 1 \ s at 
17 with the guy who won the girl, 
who got the worst of it isn’t told. 
That's more important than he 

rhis short pleasant and okay, not 
Ps r izhe ring ut Luse fit 
permits all or any of the “School 
Davs’ music to be used in accome 
paniment. Sime, 

Robert Armstrong in male lead 
of “Square Crooks,” screen version 
of drama by J. P. Judge. Directed 
for Fox by Lew Seiler Johnnie 
Mack Brown also in cast. 

Charles Hunt directing “You 
Can't Beat the Law,” Tren Carr 
story, at the California Studios 


with Lila Lee and Cornelious Keith 
in leads. 


Ned Sparks added to “The Head- 
liner,” Allan Dwan production, F. N. 


Send Your Dates! 
We have no film 


peddlers—we do all 
business by mail—these 





3 Big Sensations 


ere booked on past performances 





We control the rights te the entire 
world for these 3 pictures—consult us 
for dates anywhere 


Percentage Bookings only considered 
SAMUEL CUMMINS 
PUBLIC WELFARE 


PICTURES CORP. 
723 Seventh Ave. 
NEW YORK CITY 
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The Talk of Chicago 


ED MEIKEL'S 


ORGAN CLUB 
HARDING THEATRE 
84th Week and Siill Crowing 

















JACK 





PRODUCTION MANAGERS 


NIGHT CLUBS 


RUSS 


PRESENTATION DIRECTORS 


THE 3 NIGHT CLUB BOYS 
STRAND,N.Y., This week (Dec. 18) 


ENTERTAINERS OF RARE VERSATILITY 


Direction HARRY PEARL, 1560 Broadway, NEW YORK 


LARRY 
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NEW FORD CAR AS HEADLINER 
AT K-A’S PALACE, CLEVELAND 





Best 500-Word Letter Writer Given Prize—Must Tell 
Why “New Ford and K-A Vaude Are Great 


Achievement”—Ford’s 


,’ 


Cost $375 








Cleveland, Dec. 20. 

Gentlemen, we have with us this 
week a new Ford car as headliner. 
{ts cost is $375, perhaps the cheap- 
est headliner we have had this 
month. 

Keith’s Palace speaking. 

And listen, ladies, gentlemen and 
the mob, 

You can get the headliner for 
your own front yard by writing us 
a 500-word letter by Dec. 28, why 
the New Ford and Keith-Albee 
Vaudeville are great achievements! 

That is the billing, folks, and you'll 
find out who’s who for the Ford on 
Jan. 3. 

Keith’s Palace still speaking. 

Yes, sir, you’re right, we have 
spent more to advertise this K-A 
benefit than the New Ford costs, 
but we are doing this also to plug 
Henry’s latest. And will*the people 
bite? They must. . 


Part of the Benefit 


This is the week before Christ- 
mas, children, and who knows but 
you may get a New Year’s present 
for nothing, a Ford car that runs. 

It is true that we could have 
given you a real headliner on the 
stage, but that would have cost us 
about $2,500, and it’s a part of the 
benefit for the house, 

Business is not bad, at least not 
that bad. We give you three and 
four shows a day. What more 
could you ask in a theatre costing 
$6,000,000, and now we are going to 
give away a Ford? 

We could give away a Cadillac or 
@ Packard, but we want to use those 
ourselves, so we give youa Ford. A 
Ford, women and men, that they are 
all talking about, a $375 Ford, for 
you know that Keith-Albee denotes 
the Big Time, and we're big people 
in a big business, So is Mr. Henry. 

This is Keith’s Palace speaking, 
Cleveland, and call it Station B-I-G. 





Must Use Own Paper 


All of this week as you come in 
ff you come in, and after you have 
paid your admission to get in, you 
can have an entry blank that gives 
you permission to write us a letter 
within 500 words and maybe win a 
New Ford. 

Please write on one side of the pa- 
per only and “Tell Why the New 
Ford and Keith-Albee Vaudeville 
Are Great Achievements.” 

If you don't know much about 
Keith-Albee Vaudeville, remember 
it’s Keith-Albee’s looseness of the 
bankroll that’s giving away this 
tremendous bargain, ab-so-lute-ly 
free, without charge of any kind, al- 
though you must use your own pa- 
per, also pen and ink—or type- 
writer, and if you win you get a 
ear. 

. We'll sign off now. B-I-G speak- 
ing, at Cleveland, the $6,000,000 
home of Keith-Albee Vaudeville 
that’s giving away a $375 New Ford 
this week-before-Christmas, 1927. 

Next Christmas if you respond to 
this, we may give away a motor- 
cycle, 

Or if you prefer, a bird cage— 
gilded. 

This is 
Cleveland. 

Goody nite, youse. 


B-I-G, Keith-Albee, 





ETHEL WATERS ABROAD 


Ethel Waters, colored, now play- 
ing “Africana” at the Lafayette, 
New York, is going to take the re- 
vue to London and Paris. 

It is figured that since the death 
of Florence Mills those cities would 
welcome another colored show. 
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HOLIDAY NEWS 





In an N. V. A. 
scene in “Excess Baggage,” 
Jack McGowan’s comedy of 
vaudeville people, which had a 
try-out engagement at the 
Windsor, in the Bronx, one of 
the players reads “Variety” 
] for atmosphere. 


STUNTS FOR ELDER 
DO MUCH BETTER 


Flier’s Newark Week Gingered 
Up by Loew’s Publicity Man 
—21 Weeks to Go 


clubhouse 














Ruth Elder appearing at Loew’s 
State, Newark, N. J., last week is 
reported as having bettered the 
gross of the corresponding week a 
year ago when Gene Tunney, who 
had previously wrested the heavy- 
weight championship from Jack 
Dempsey, was headlined. No figures 
were obtainable from the Loew Cir- 
cuit, but it is authentically reported 
that the aviatrix bettered Tunney’s 
gross by several] thousands. 

The hop up of Ruth Elder’s draw 
is partially credited to the switch of 
tactics of the Loew exploitation staff 
headed by Terry Turner. After the 
aviatrix had disappointed in some 
spots, Turner decided that the for- 
mer dignified campaign was apple- 
sauce and went in for stunt stuff 
on the Newark date. Turner’s judg- 
ment seemed perfect for the box 
office, 

’ For the Newark week Turner 
supplanted Miss Elder’s former fly- 
ing costume, breeches et al., with an 
evening gown and had her mixing 
around the community, with the 
main stunt Miss Elder’s appearance 
at the Church of the Redeemer be- 
tween performances at the State 
last Sunday night, offering an es- 
say on the value of prayer and 
herself as a living document claim- 
ing that her faith and prayers saved 
her when her plane dropped on her 
attempted flight. 

Ruth Elder’s appearance at the 
church drew capacity with many in 
the congregation following over to 
Loew's State for her final perform- 
ance. 

For the remainder of her Loew 
route Miss Elder will be “stunted.” 

Another angle on comparison be- 
tween Miss Elder and Champ 
Tunney brings out authoritatively 
that Tunney pulled less at $7,000 on 
the week than Miss Elder at $4,000. 

Miss Elder has 21 weeks more to 
go for Loew, but will space this 
with a two-week engagement for 
Pantages Jan. 23-30, when she will 
play week stands in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. After these she 
wili return to the Loew route, open- 
ing in Detroit in February. 





Pan’s $600,000 Bond Issue 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 20, 


A bond issue of $600,000 has been 
underwritten by Robert Smith, pres- 
ident of the Lumberman’s Trust Co., 
for Alexander Pantages, with mon- 
eys derived from the sale to be used 
for the erection of a theatre in 
Fresno, Calif. The bonds are at six 
per cent. 

Pantages has pledged his Los 
Angeles theatre and office building, 
which he owns in fee simple, as se- 
curity. Smith previously under- 
wrote a $500,000 issue for the Pan- 
tages theatre in Portland, 





COUTTS’ 20 


John Coutts has added two new 
stands, giving him 20 houses in 
which he books independent vaude. 
The acquisitions are the Strand, 
Rome, N. Y., and the Madison, 








Oneida, N. Y. Both play five acts. 
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HORWITZ’S BOUNCING 
CHECK WAS ‘STOPPED’ 


Cedric Lindsay Has Nothing 
Left but Civil Suit to Collect 
$150—Payment Stopped 





Arthur Horwitz’s $150 peace 

treaty check proffered Cedric Lind- 
say, of Lindsay and Mason, bounced 
back with Lindsay since having 
placed it in hands of his attorney 
for collection. 
Lindsay had been heavy for 
criminal prosecution of the agent 
for the bouncer, but after consult- 
ing counsel] found that a civil suit 
was his only course. 

The check episode dates back 
several years ag«e when Lindsay 
claims to have paid Horowitz $150 
advance commission for future 
vaudeville dates. Lindsay states 
Horwitz took the coin but did not 
provide a booking in the two years. 
During the lapse of time Lindsay 
had tried to recover the $150 and 
had been regularly stalled, until 
two weeks ago when, becoming 
tired of them, he surprised Horwitz 
with some pugilistic exercise. 

The check, supposedly repayment 
of the amount, became at least a 
temporary flag of truce between 
Lindsay and the belabored agent, 
following a police court proceeding 
arising out of the battle when Lind- 
say beat up Horwitz and a com- 
panion in the agent’s office. 

Horwitz played safe on the 
bouncer by stopping payment, and 
actually having an account at the 
bank. Lindsay found out this an- 
gle when consulting counsel. 





Will Morrissey Still $500 
Behind Judge Burnell 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Will Morrissey states he hasn’t 
gota cent. After completing a five- 
day sojourn in the county jail, Mor- 
rissey was taken before Referee 
Wills to testify in supplementary 
proceedings. The cause was a fail- 
ure to pay John F. McCarthy who 
holds a charge against him for $750. 

Morrissey said he was just $500 
less than solvent by reason of a 
loan he had to float so he could 
pay the $500 fine Judge Burnell had 
inflicted upon him, besides a five- 
day jail sentence for endeavoring 
to entertain the court. It is be- 
lieved that Morrissey will not be 
further annoyed to appear and ex- 
plain matters for supplementary 
proceedings as long as he is broke 





Only Alimony Chance Is 
If Hubby’s Studio Clicks 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Mary Jane Malotte, cabaret and 
var‘de actress, is out of luck, at 
least as far as getting $150 a month 
alimony from Albert Hay Malotte 
is concerned. Malotte, formerly a 
picture house organist, is now con- 
ducting an organ school here but 
business last month was only $900 
and his expenses were such that he 
couldn't afford to pay his estranged 
wife. 

Superior Court Judge Ambrose is 
perplexed. After listening to Ma- 
lotte’s testimony, he franly admit- 
ted himself puzzled as to how 
Malotte will be able to pay off. He 
told Mrs. Malotte her only hope to 
collect Mes in the success of her 
husband's studio. 





“Smiths” Asking $2,750 


Billy Hilipot and Scrappy Lam- 
bert, the Smith Brothers of the ra- 
dio, are asking $2,750 a week in 
vaudeville, through Jess Freeman. 

This is the team fresh out of Rut- 
gers, whom Ben Bernie “discov- 
ered” and sponsored with his band. 

Their year’s association with the 
radio quickly established the Smith 
Brothers as a “name” of important 
box office value. 





UKELELE IKE ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 
Walter Myers of the William 
Morris Los Angeles office has placed 
Clif? “Ukelele Ike” Edwards with 
Fanchon and Marco for a 16-week 
tour of West Coast Theatres cir- 
cult, opening late in January. 





DANCERS AT PALACE 
Rosita and Ramon, featured dan- 
cers, iast at the Club Mirador, are 
at the Palace, New York, next week 
with a new act including a Ernie 
Holtz band unit and the South 





American Troubadours in support. 


THEATRES PROPOSED 





Owner, Stanley company. 
Owner, Lakes Tuxedo Theatre Co. 


rill, Wis. Policy not given. 
Flint, Mich.—$15,000. 
tures. 
Geneva, N. Y.—(alterations). 
Hammond, Ind.—State, 


films. 
island Park, 


Backes & Uthus. Policy not given. 


Owner, Harris H. & Percy Uris. 


Topeka, 
Schirnopski. 


ard avenue. 

Philadel phia—(2,000 seats) (also 
$500,000. 
Owner, Allken Realty Co. 
given. 


Freeman street. 


3618 Fenton road. Owner, Louis Pringle. 


N. Y.—(also stores). 
M. Garafola. Architect, Jos. H. Cornell, Rockaway, L. IL 


Philadelphia—(also stores, offices) (2,000 seats). 
Owner, Sidney Brown. 


64th and National avenue. 
ing formed care Stevens Novak. Architect not selected, Policy not given. 

West Orange, N. J.—(also stores, offices) $200,000. 
Owner, 8S. & B. Co. 
& E. V. Warren, Newark, N. J. Policy not given. 


Atlantic City—(Virginia, alterations). Virginia avenue and Boardwalk. 


Baltimore—(also stores, apartments) (800 seats) 6200 York road, 


Architect, S. Russell. 
Eagle River, Wis.—(alterations) $18,000. 


Pictures. 
Owner, A. L. Robarge, Mer- 


Pic- 


Owner, Schine corporation. 
alterations 
Owner, Merchants Improvement Ass'n. 


after bombing). State street, 
Architect, not selected. Vaude- 


Long Beach road. Owner, Mrs. 
Policy not 


given. 

Jeannette, Pa.—(also offices) $100,000. Clay street. Owner, J. 8, 
Kirias. Architect, C. H. Sorber, Greensburg, Pa. Vaudefilms. 

Long Island City, N. Y.—$110,000. Owner, Asor Realty Co. Architect, 
D. J. Cohan, N. Y. C. Policy not given. 

Milwaukee—(also stores, offices, recreation parlor) $750,000. Fon du 
Lac avenue, 22d and Meinecke. Owner, Great Western Co. Architect, 


Napoleon, O.—Owners, Clark & Clarence Young. Pictures, 
New York City—(also stores, offices) ($3,000,000. 


21 W. 14th street, 


Architect not selected. Policy not given, 
Parsons, Pa.—Owner, Comerford Co. 


Kans.—(colored) $20,000. 


Architect not given. 
122 E. 4th street. 


Pictures. 
Owner, Sam 


N. W. 6th and Gir- 
Architect, Ballinger Co. Pictures, 
arcade building, bank, dance hall) 


S. E. corner Germantown avenue and Hunting park avenue. 
Architect, Oliver Randolph Perry. Policy not 


Company be- 


Valley road and 


, Bayonne, N. J. Architects, Chas. F, 





Ed Lowry’s Stetsens 
Get Him in Unionism 





St. Louis, Dec. 20. 
Ed Lowry, who has taken St. 


Louis by storm as master of cere- 
monies at the local Ambassador, re- 
ceived many offers from commercial 
companies to advertise their wares. 
Among them was a necktie to be 
named after him, shoes, shirts, 
suits and a hat. 

The hat was made by the Stetson 
people. About four weeks after 
Stetson advertised the Ed Lowry 
Hat, Lowry was served notice by 
the St. Louis musicians union that 
as the Stetson people were not 
unionized, he should refrain from 
advertising a non-unionized prod- 
uct. 

Lowry stopped mentioning the 
Stetson, with a letter from the Stet- 
sor people following to please re- 
turn the hats that had been given 
him. 

So far, it is unknown what Lowry 
has done with his old hats. 


Rats’ Charter Not Given Up 


A report sped along Broadway last 
week that the old White Rats’ char- 
ter that has been held so long by 
Harry Mountford and James Wil- 
liam Fitzpatrick had been surren- 
dered to the Actors’ Equity Associa- 
tion. 

Frank Gillmore of Equity said it 
was the first he had heard of the 
rumor. 

Gillmore was asked whether such 
a thing was in the wind. He stated 
nothing of that nature is brewing. 

Another thing that gave impetus 
to the report that Harry Mount- 
ford was giving up the Rats’ char- 
ter was that he had vacated his old 
office in the Romax building, which 
is being torn down. 











Youngest M. C. 


Teddy Joyce, opening Dec. 24 at 
Loew’s State, St. Louis, rates as the 
youngest master of ceremonies in 
the business. 

He is 22 and is set for six months 
in St. Louis. Lou Irwin booked. 





$4,000 IN MILLS FUND 

Arrangements are under way by 
the Florence Mills Theatrical Me- 
morial Association to run a series 
of colored show benefits in Newark, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washing- 
ton, Pittsburgh and Chicago in Jan- 
uary for the Fund. This is to build 
a home in Harlem, 

Something like $4,000 is reported 
as the returns from the recent mid- 
night shows in the New York col- 
ored theatres. 





HERBERT’S VITA SKETCHES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


Hugh Herbert has been engaged 
by Warner Brothers to write dia- 


logue and sketches as well as the 
subject matter for short reel pic- 





tures for Vitaphone, 





ELINOR GLYN DID 
$26,000 AT STATE 
Considered Good 2 Weeks Be- 


fore Xmas—In on $2,500 
and 50-50 Over $29,000 





Elinor Glyn’s trial week at the 
State, New York, last week demon- 
strated draw ability sufficient to 
warrant further time on the Loew 
Circuit, which may be laid out later. 

Despite not shattering house rec- 
ords for this Loew, New York, ace 
house, the discoverer of “It” drew 
around $26,000 on the week, a fig- 
ure agreed good for two weeks pre- 
ceeding Xmas and at the 560c top 
scale at the State. 

Miss Glyn had been booked into 
the State at a $2,500 guarantee and 
50 per cent, over $29,000, 

The booking was a barometer for 
the Loew Circuit on the drawing 
power of the writer and with gen- 
eral reports being everybody satis- 
fied on the week. 

K-A-Orpheum had angled for 
Miss Glyn’s services with Loew 
hopping in while price setting was 
being figured. 





Property Man’s Award 
Upheld Against K-A 


The Appellate Division, third de- 
partment, has denied a motion of 
B. F. Keith’s Fordham theatre and 
the Travelers’ Insurance Co. to re- 
argue the case in which a compen- 
sation award was granted Mrs. 
Pauline Clow, widow of a property 
man at the theatre. Clow was 
killed by a taxi while on his way 
from a warehouse to the Fordham, 
The court, however, gave the ap- 
pellants permission to carry the 
case to the Court of Appeals. 

A point involved is the appellants 
questioning their liability because 
of the circumstances surrounding 
the property man’s death. On the 
question of incidentalness, the Ap- 
pellate Division affirmed a compen- 
sation award to the widow on Sept. 
23, the court’s approval being 
fLunanimous and without opinion. 
The appellants then sought reargu- 
ment of the case. E. C. Sherwood, 
attorney for Travelers, is handling 
the appeal. 


Benny Rubin at L. A. 


Benny Rubin opens Jan. 6 at 
Loew's State, Los Angeles, for 14 
weeks as master of ceremonies and 
band leader. 

Max Hart booked Rubin and is 
also arranging a film contract for 
a séries of twin reel comedies. 

The band behind Rubin will be 
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K-A- ORPH HOUSES IN 2 CLASSES. 


OF ‘A’-B’ WITH MAXIMUM SALARY LIST 








All Theatres of Combined Chains Playing Vaude to ARTHUR FIELDS’ AD 
Be So Classified—Follows Official Transfer in 
January—Agents’ Clean-Out Looked For About 
Same Time—Kut Kahl and Chicago 


Classes A and B will 
the various theatres on the merged 
Keith-Albee and Orpheum circuits, 
from accounts. All of the theatres 
playing straight vaudeville or vaud- 
films are to be so apportioned. 

It is said that not only the few 
straight vaude houses remaining 
will be placed in Class A, but some 
ef the larger three-a-day theatres. 

A maximum salary list will be 
placed on each class, but no mini- 
mum amount. The maximum sal- 
ary gross must not be exceeded, the 
instructions will say, from the 
story. No discretion will be per- 
mitted the bodker if he can not con- 
fine himself within the limited ap- 
propriation for the bilis of each 
elass.” 

Following the official transfer of 
the K.-A. and Orpheum, set for 
Jan. 15, the rumored agents clean- 
out on the floors of both circuits 
in New York will occur, it is said. 
That this is in the minds of the 
K-A circuit heads there appears but 
little doubt. 


Orpheum Officers Out 


Another report is that within six 
months after the consolidation none 
of the present officers of the Or- 
pheum circuit will be in any posi- 
tion of authority in the direction 
ef the joined circuits. 

As previously reported in Variety, 
Marcus Heiman, present president 
ef the Orpheum, is contemplating a 
long trip abroad shortly after the 
amalgamation is consummated. 

In Chicago the report is that Sam 
Kut Kahl, the stormy center of all 
Orpheum booking for the past sev- 
eral years through his methods of 
bookings and frenzied desire to 
make acts work cheaper for him 
than for anyone else, has declared 
himself to the effect that he will 
either remain with the Orpheum of- 
fices in Chicago or retire from fur- 
ther employment with that chain. 
The understanding in New York ap- 
pears to be that there will be a clean 
sweep of the Orpheum Chicago 
forces when the K-A western de- 
partment is made the Chicago 
headquarters of the merged com- 
binations. 





Cadonas Separate With 
Divorce Suit Started 





Alfredo Cadona and his wife, 
Clara, have separated and a divorce 
impends. It is understood a final 
decree is shortly due, the action by 
Mrs. Cadona having been started 
in Cincinnati, Mrs. Cadona’s home 
city. The noted aerialist and his 
wife are in New York living in 
Separate hotels, but it is said she 
will remain with the act which is 
slated to resume with the Ringling- 
Barnum Circus next season. 

Around the big show it is said 
that Alfredo Cadona and Lillian 
Lietzel may wed after the decree is 
made final. Miss Lietzel is one of 
the Ringlings’ aerial stars. 


Miss Amer. Wants Hers 


Scranton, Pa., Dec. 20. 
Miss Norma D. Smallwood of 
Oklahoma, the “Miss America” of 
1926, has brought suit in the United 
States court here against two local 
Promoters who guaranteed her a 
Seven-week engagement in Penn- 
Sylvania centers at $1,000 a week. 
Attorney Joseph Walsh, recent 
candidate for Congress here, and 
Joseph Donahoe, who for 4 number 
of years had the dance concession 
at Rocky Glen, local amusement 
Park, are the defendants in “Miss 
America's” suit to collect $3,700. 
The engagement began at Rocky 
Glen in July. Instead of receiving 
the $7,000, she alleges, she got 
$3,300. 








SURRATT COMING BACK? 
Valeska Surratt, absent from 
vaudeville for five years, is contem- 
Plating a comeback. 
Miss Surratt is reported assem- 
bling a five- people act. 
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Mrs. Ida Cantor became the 
unexpected owner of a bottle of 
perfume the other evening. 

At the Amsterdam where her 
husband, Eddie, takes “The 
Follies” along each evening, a 
coupon was given out to the 
patrons, each numbered With 
the prize announced ms a 
Christmas Night scent. 

Eddie came out to hear about 
the winner, stating that 322 
was the lucky number. 

No answer. 

“What a break for Ida,” said 
Eddie, replacing the bottle in 
his pocket. 


2 ACTS WALK OUT 
ON ORPHEUM CIRCUIT 


Bushman Goes With Pan— 
Priscilla Dean Coming East 
For Fox—Salary Trouble 














Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Francis X. Bushman and Priscilla 
Dean have walked out on the Or- 
pheum Circuit. Bushman quarreled 
with the circuit over salary and 
accepted an offer from Pantages 
for five weeks starting Jan. 23 in 
Portland. Following the coast dates 
Bushman jumps east to play for 
Loew. 

Miss Dean is going east to play 
the Fox houses. Both acts were 
placed in the new dates by Wm. 
Rowland of Lyons & Lyons’ local 
office. 


$1,600,000 PAN ISSUE 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


S. W. Straus & Co., In association 
with the Lumbermen’s Trust Com- 
pany of Portland, Ore., is offering 
a $1,600,000 issue of Alexander 
Pantages six percent first mortgage 
fee and leasehold bonds, secured by 
Los Angeles and Fresno property. 
This consists of a local office-theatre 
building, the land and the Pan- 
tages theatre and store building 
now being erected in Fresno. 

The bonds are dated Nov. 1, 1927, 
and mature at $50,000 yearly from 
1928 to 1947. The mortgaged prop- 
erty is appraised at $3,957,410, with 
the net annual earnings available 
for payments required in this issue 
amounting to $237,327. The two 
theatres leased to the Pantages 
Theatre Company will average a 
net income annually of $674,625.65. 

Alexander Pantages owns all of 
the company’s capital stock except 
two qualifying directors’ shares. 














Divorce Site Upset 
Danbury, Conn., Dec. 20. 

Evidence on a plea to jurisdiction 
in the divorce action brought by 
Ada G. Hemme, actress, against 
Henry Hemme, acrobat, was heard 
last week. 

Mrs. Hemme, suing for divorce on 
grounds of infidelity, claims she and 
her husband have resided at Lake- 
side Farva part of each year for 
five years. Hemme claims he has 
no permanent residence in Con- 
necticut. 

Mrs. Hemme's motion for tem- 
porary alimony will not be heard 
until the question of jurisdiction 
has been settled. 


ELSIE JANIS’ FAREWELL 


Elsie Janis will undertake what is 
said to be her final stage appear- 
ance in a Keith-Albee vaude tour 
starting in January. 

Miss Janis’ six-week route 
start at the Palace, New York. 


will 





Spent All His Money Trying to 
Save Injured Son—Wife 
Walked Out 





A domestic tragedy of unusual 
sadness is behind Arthur Fields’ ad- 
vertisement in the New York 
“Times” Monday giving publie no- 
tice that his wife, Selma Adler Fer- 
rer Crow Fields, having left his bed 
and beard, he will not be responsi- 
ble for any debts contracted by her. 
Fields is the phonograph recording 
artist, songwriter and vaudevillian, 
at one time Al Jolson’s understudy. 

Seven weeks ago, Fields’ 10-year- 
old son by a former marriage was 
badly injured by a runaway horse, 
the youngster’s ribs being fractured 
and the lacerated bones penetrating 
his heart and lungs. In the short 
span of time Fields has spent a 
young fortune in an effort to save 
the lad’s life. 

Fields’ wife, who is the child's 
step-mother, during this period, 
moved out and took away with her 
furniture and other household be- 
longings. 

The frantic father, who has been 
scurrying for the most expert sur- 
gical assistance, has been in con- 
stant company of his son at the 
Larchmont hospital, lately taking 
the boy to a private sanitarium. 

The Fields’ home is at 10 Jochum 
avenue, Larchmont, N. Y. 

The first Mrs. Fields died after 17 
years’ marriage. Fields remarried 
four years after and has been with 
his present wife about two years, ° 





Houston Censor ‘Gives Up 
The Ship,’ Writes Manager 


Houston, Tex., Dec. 20. 


Efforts to make women perform- 
ers at local theatres wear hose and 
other “excess” costuming have 
flopped. The secretary of the local 
board announced that the ban on 
naked legs and bare bodies between 
brassiers and trunks had been lifted. 

This all happened following the 
appearance of the Harry Carroll 
Revue at the local Majestic. None 
of the girls wore hose or vests at 
any performance despite the stand- 
ing edict. In a letter to the man- 
ager of the house the censor said 
she had “given up the ship.” 

Houston has acquired the name 
of “the strictest city on the south- 
ern route.” The singing of “daddy" 
songs to members of the audience 
have always been barred, as also 
remarks about a ditty being “low 
down and dirty,” such as are often 
made when an actor announces he 
will sing an “oil well song.” 

There is never a week that passes 
without the censor ordering some 
changes in every local bill. 


“Flash” Strands 


Chicago, Dec. 29. 

Members of “Nimble Novelties,” 
vaudeville flash, are in town after 
stranding in Springfield, O., last 
week. They have entered complairt 
against Ted King, fellow-memr 
and manager of the act by ap- 
pointment of the producer, Adolph 
Engel The act was produced in 
New York and came west sevecal 
weeks ago. 

Last week, during an engage- 
ment at the Regent, Springfield, 
King drew $78 in advance and left 
the act flat, the survivors charge. 
They further state Engel contem- 
plates suit against King for alleged 
debts. 

Besides King 














the act was com- 


posed of Pete Jones, Hughes Sis- 
ters, Vioadia Romanoff and Edna 
Yakes 


— | 


Calve Leaves For Spain’ 





Mme. Calve left te w York for 
|; Spain Saturday following her pain- 
i ful stage-audie nce exper nce 42a 


{headliner in Keith- 
}in Now York city. 


Aibee vaudeville 


ABOUT HIS WIFE, 


VARIETY > 8. 
Loew's income statement and balance sheet for the fiscal year ending 


Aug. 31 shows net profits after all charges 


and Federal taxes of $6,737,206 


amounting to about $6.35 per share of the 1.060.885 shares of common 
outstanding. 
In analysis, the August statement could not include the profits from 


the general release of “The 
in the M-G-M income 


item is that values of 


Big Parade” and “ 


statement fo 


Ben-Hur,” which will show 
next 
Another 


based on 


r Loew's. 
“Land, 
appraisals of long standing, 
re-appraisal this 


Buildings and Equipment” are 
and it is understood that under a 
asset would be materially increased. 
the reserve for depreciation set down at $6,438,272. or near "ly 15 per cent. 
All of which gives the impression that the Loew statement has not been 
colored to make the best appearance possible, but rather.has leaned 
toward the extreme of conservatism. 
Consolidated Balance Sheet 
ASSETS 


A third point is 


Current and. working: 











ne, CE ee PR Py en ae $1,972,903.53 
Cash reserved for construction............6. 2,990,066.43 
Receivables AER SEE 
PRGOURAS POORITADER, 6 cc cvcaccocsccccecec «++ $1,320,408.18 
oe hE EK Sa Seay: e 183,660.47 
Due from affiliated corporations........... 2,718,619.92 
—_———-—_ — 4,222,688.57 
Inventories——At cost: 
Film productions in process, completed and 
released (after amortization)......... . .$22,327,417.35 
Film advertising accessories...........e.00. 418,168.67 
Theatre and studio supplies.............. . 194,705.18 
22,940,291.20 
Advances: 
To motion picture producers, secured by . 
Se: ONO. io Viens ca bedowtescout $213,621.06 
Mortgage and interest payments.......... 236,415.04 
450,036.10 
Total current working assets....... eo ccesecccccccces $52,070,095.88 
Investments: 
Stocks and mortgages of affliated -corpora- 
SIU cb Chcoph Vertoe vi acbivade cadé beeen chet $16,600,654.69 
Loan to U. F. A., Germany (secured by mort- 
SR are eS Oe By ei +++ 2,000,000.00 
Deposits on leases and contracts......... osBe 519,293.44 
Miscellaneous ..... pe ve és eedocsaeccos evccece 452,457.74 
19,572,405.87 
Property—100% owned: 
oc” Serer rere ee ececcccccccicccccce ch 4,158,091.64 
Buildings and equipment becdeassdes coccseces 26,344,924.16 
RED. kde bu bus hea bio nbebna bedeees eeee 1,963,441.33 


$42,442.187.03 


Less reserve for depreciation......... 6,138,272.62 


_—————— 36,003,914.41 
Deferred Di Poo ooo eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee er tee. 2 2 3,478,9 18.26 
$91,631,264.37 
LIABILITIES 
Current: 
Aaweants Payvableresc.scccscveccrecectscsccesces: Re 
Notes payable eooceeereces eee eee eeeeeees 2,250,000.00 
Federal and State taxes..... TeyvTTTrrrTri 873,836.60 
BROT UGE  SUAGSOR oe 0cbcccdcese cessecece coocee 809,614.68 
Advances from affliated corporations........ 112,487.55 


Debenture sinking fund payments, etc......+. 585,000.00 


$8,282,961.29 











Dividend payable September 30............ eovcccccccccee 630,412.50 
Subsidiary corp. dividend payable Sept. 15........cceeeeee 74,155.48 
Accounts payable—long term...............+. cvcesécoseosee >. aE 
Fifteen-year 6% debentures, due 1941......... coeeccccccece 14,000,000.00 
Bonds and mortgages of subsidiary corporations........... 12,008,387.00 
First lien 6% bonds of subsidiary corporation—due 1947 (of 
which $3,110,000 has been advanced to affiliated corpora- 
Ss i SID 6.666 bs 64 £0006 40.405 ee Cthete chotnks 10,500,000.00 
Subsidiary corporations’ stock outstanding (Metro-Goldwyn, 
etc., preferred)....... eeecnece 096e06s TROTITiITrrrire Te eocce 4,828,939.67 
Deferred credits: 
Securities from tenants........... cocccccoce $163,041.96 
Film rentals received in advance..... eobcoce 254,770.52 
PECNOREERIIOOU cb cee Fucccécebecsebbvedes oe 115,443.40 
—_ 632,955.18 
teserve for contingencles........-+e+8 eeccce eeccce erccesece 600,000.00 
Capital stock and surplus: 
Capital stock-—-No par value. (authorized 
4,000,000 ‘ehares), issued........ccceccesees 1,165,780 Sha, 
Less—Held by trustee for issuance to holders 
of stock purchase warrants..... Ccececcese 104,895 Shs. 
COUESCRRGIN cicccccctovecdboteseseeoes --- 1,060,885 Shs. 26,286,633.14 
Surplus: 
Baurgtus, Bene. 2, BSB. vec ctvcsvrcvaevocsimes $10,623,080.02 
Net profit for fiscal year ende d Aug. 31,1927 6,737,205.19 
$17, 360,285.21 
Dividends paid. ....¥.cceeecseees ervey yt «+ 3,182,392.50 
$14,177, 892. M1 
Dividend declared, payable Sept. 30, 1927... 530,442.50 
Murstes., Bow, SE. Teetis:scsvcdeéene Coodcesenveaseoesne 13,617,450.21 


$91, 631,261. 37 
OPERATING STATEMENT 
Fiscal Year Ended August 31, 1927 
Including All Subsidiary and Affiliated Corporations 
Gross income: 


Theatre receipts, rentals 


and sales of films 
ed opeeensiad, 54. asda os neces ste on . -$75,394,219.80 
Rentals of stores and officeB.....ssecceeeees 2,298,787.97 
Booking fees and commissions....,. ecececes ee 722,697.50 
Miscellaneous incom@.........+++. eccccsccccee 1,181,325.64 
_— $79,597,' ‘ 


Expenses: 





Theatres and office buildings.........+++++-+$39,645,492.49 

aes Geren, . ccaesvesi benebacsace cooce %,212,224.14 

Apoctiantion Gf BRM. . scccccosceees eeneesec 14,311,546.20 

Film advertising AaccessorieS....ccccccsecces 707,538.97 

Producers’ Share of film rentals...... ccoccce 5,720,807.20 
67,597,599.00 

Operating profit before depreciation and Fed- 

PPP ee errr) Perr rr rer rrr rity, TrrTTT ee $11,999,431.91 








Depreciation of buildings and equipment..... $2,080,745. 36 
Federal taxes—eatimated.....ccscccscccssecs 1,237,389.31 
-- 3,3138,134.67 
| $8,681,297.24 
Minority interests’ share, affiliated corpora- 
Ce on cee bcsnicte wees ah $1,f f ' 
Dividend from prior year protits 74.82 i4 
l 74 
t7 ) 0 
Divide ‘ id (M 
Cold pe 220.31 
| ee 
} ayel pi fit lLianmsieired ) lip ° cseeen 7 TY. »19 
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a Adding 10 Houses 


The 





Vaudeville 
Mike Comer- 
up 10 addi- 
,ouses in Pennsylvania terri- 
The list is being witheld until 
Jan. 16, when the houses involved 
switch to Amalgamated. 

With the acquisition, Amalga- 
mated will have 30 houses, mostly 
split weeks, to book. 


Amalgamated 
‘y, booking the 
it, is lining 








The Comedy Sensation 
SAM 
and 
OLIVE 


RANCY 


‘KALAMBOOR’ 


By FRANK ORTH 
Next to closing on any bill 
Keith-Albee Circuit 

















NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 


Washington, D. C. 
Single, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 


in the .Heart of 
Theatre. District 


11-12 and H Sts. 
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IND. TIME PRECEDES K-A 
DATES AROUND BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 20. 

Broadway Amusement Agency, 
|which books some of the smaller 
| independents in this territory, is 
| being classified as an unofficial sub- 
| sidiary to the Keith-Albee local 


jagency. Acts playing K-A, or ang- 
| ling for dates on that circuit, are 
| first being switched into the inde- 
pendent houses. 

The Broadway has been K-A’s 
only opposish in this section with 
Edward Urquart operating about 20 
houses, most of them too small for 
K-A stuff. Prior to the withdrawal 
of Louis Walters and Paul Denish 
from the Boston K-A agency, Wes- 
ley Fraser, in charge af K-A here, 
took Urquart into the K-A agency 
with the understanding he would 
sell the agency to Fraser. After 
the transfer had been made Fraser 
installed Lloyd Beach, his nephew, 
in charge of the Broadway Agency 
with Beach reported getting acts 
to play his time with K-A dates in 
the offing. 

The Broadway Agency mostly 
books one nighters, recompense for 
talent averaging about $4 for singles 
and $8 to $10 for doubles All four 
show daily for that money. 


Wouldn’t Wait 


Lew Rella Co., back from an Aus- 











tralian tour, worked two weeks for 
K-A, and while waiting for a route 
decided that 38 weeks on the Loew 
circuit would do. 

They start Dec. 26. 








— 


On the Other Foot 





Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

About a month aga Toney 
and Norman played Pantages 
as a feature act after coming 
to the Coast for Orpheum to 
play four weeks. Orpheum 
would not meet their salary 
demands and the team played 
the Pan house two blocks 
away as well as Pan's San 
Francisco theatre. 

Last week Toney and Nor- 
man were one of the “emerg- 
ency” acts booked at the Or- 
pheum. They did the same 
turn for three times the Pan 
admission price. Before ac- 
cepting the local week Jim 
Toney made sure to get a 60- 
week Keith-Orpheum route for 
filling in on the local date. 


New Orpheums in Omaha 
And Seattle, Bad Biz 


Omaha, Dec. 20. 

New Orpheums recently opened in 
this city and Seattle are reported 
doing very poor business. 

Each plays Orpheum vaude? and 
each has a surprisingly poor start. 

Ancther Orpheum city off the 
coast said to be nearly at the star- 
vation point is the Orpheum, Den- 
ver. * 

















Kansas City, Dec. 20. 
The Orpheum Circuit’s Main- 
street, vaudefilm house with stage 
band policy, did its lowest gross 
since opening last week, $9,000. 
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A MARRY KREESMUS TO HAVRIBUDY FRUM 


EDWARD J. LAMBERT 


The Fashion Plate Cup and Saucer 


“APALAGE, N.Y. THIS WEEK (DEC. 19 


Thanks to Mr. Edward V. Darling 





Opening Next Month as Featured Comedian in 


“GREENWICH VILLAGE FOLLIES” 


Direction MESSRS. SHUBERT 





My Battery of Managers Are,— 
Lew Golder and Artie Pearce 





Lyons & Lyons 
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Al Grossman 
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WARNING! 


1! am the originator and writer of 


“THE JEWISH VERSION OF CINDERELLA” 


as first presented by me on or about January, 1926, in the Will Morrisey Music Hall Revue 
in Los Angeles, Cal., and aiso in a tour of the Orpheum.and Keith-Albee Circuits this 
1 respectfully request all managers to notify me of any infringements, as this is 
my absolute property and I will protect my rights to the full extent of the law. 


WALTERS-DENISH SIGN; 
LINDER’S 135 HOUSES 


The predicted tieup of the Jack 
Linder Agency, New York, with the 
Louis Walters-Paul Denish Agency, 
Boston, was set last week when 
contracts were signed for a five- 
year interchange 
ment. 

Under the contract Linder will 
book the Walters-Denish chain (30 
houses) out of New York, both 
agencies splitting commissions and 
booking fees and will also effect an 
exchange arrangement on acts from 
both quarters. The acquisition of 
the theatres booked by Walters- 
Denish and an additional 20 houses 
set last week for Linder in this deal 
with Sterling and Belmont for a 
southern circuit, gives Linder 50 ad- 
ditional houses after Jan. 1. This 
makes him the leader among inde- 
pendent; as to number of houses. 
The recent acquisitions give Lin- 
der 135 Jhouses, including one~ and 
two night stands, for which he is 
supplying bookings. Linder is look- 


ing into other territories to add to 
the list, 





booking agree- 





JUDGMENTS 


Edyth Totten Theatre, Inc. 
thur W. Tams Music Library; 
Walter K. Abel; 
$1,404. 

Edward Margolies, Inc., and Ed 
ee N. Y. Title & Mort. Co.; 
1,919. 


Ar- 
$88. 
Cc. B. Knight; 


Equity Theatres Corp.; John A. 
Philip, Inc.; $447. 

Irving M. Lesser; Gilchrest 
Realty Corp.; $3,534. 


Milton Amus,. Corp.; N. Y. Edison 
Co.; $508. 
Satisfied Judgment 
Park Lane Theatre Corp., et al.; 
M. Cohen; $5,168. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Fritzi Ridgeway, screen actress, 
confined to her home in Laurel 
Canyon, Hollywood, with an injured 
foot caused by stepping on a spike. 

Mme. Hermann is confined to the 
Hotal Rouclair, Ridgewood, N. J., 
with heart trouble. 


Claude and Marion were out of 
hiill Street, Los Angeles, bill this 
week when Miss Marion developed 
laryngitis. Joe Browning, laying off, 
stepped into the breach. 

Edgar Atchison-Ely is reported 
to have been struck by an automo- 
bile while walking to his home at 
Stony Brook, L. I. He is said te 
be in a Brooklyn hospital, name not 
mentioned, where he is recovering. 

J. P. Muller, head of the adver- 
tising agency which carries his 
name, is at the Fifth Avenue hos- 
pital where he was recently oper- 
ated upon for a stomach ailment. 
He is recovering. 

John P. Vick, vice-president of 
the I. A. T. S. E., recovering from 
an operation in St. Luke’s hospital, 
St. Louis 

Billie Knight (Knight’s Roosters) 
recently underwent an operation in 
the Lake View Hospital, Chicago. 

Lou B. Metzger, general sales 
manager for Universal pictures, is 
in Florida, recuperating from an 
operation undergone in New York 
tor gallstones. 

George Edwards, character actor, 
is in the Edward Hines memorial 
hospital, Maywood, Il. 








HOUSES OPENING 


Electric theatre, Manila, Ia., 
owned by James Jordan, was pur- 
chased by C. R. Grimes of Wood- 
bine. Grimes assumes ownership 
Jan. 10, 

Albee theatre, Cincinnati, opens 
Dec. 21 with a vaude-film policy. 
House seats 4,000. 

Keith-Albee’s Chester’ theatre, 
seating 3,000 in West Farms Square, 
Bronx, opens Dec. 26. 


i Reminiscences 





| 
| 





Sun Prefers Lone Hand 


The proposed Gus Sun-K-A affili- 
ation on bookings has dissolved with 
the Gus Sun Agency reporting it 
will stand on its own. 

During the past week the Sun 
Agency secured two houses, Lafay- 
ette, Buffalo, and Rochester, Roch- 
ester, N. Y., which swing from Pan- 
tages to Sun Jan. 1. Both play five 
acts. 











Niles and Mansfield’s new act is 
co-authored by Frank Davis (Davis 
and Darnell), but on the Riverside 
program, through error, Harold 
Clarke was solely credited. 








‘HERB’ WILLIAMS 


“BIG TIME” 








This Week Thirteen Years Ago 
Orpheum, San Francisco 





1, EVEREST’S MONKEYS 

2. “HERB” WILLIAMS and WOLFUS 

38. IMHOFF, CONN and COREENE 

4. DE HAVEN and NICE 

5. VIOLINSKY 

6. BILLY B. VAN and BEAUMONT 
SISTERS 

7. FLORENCE MOORE and BILLY 

e MONTGOMERY « 


. ITCHY JAPS 





This Week Nine Years Ago 
Keith’s, Philadelphia 


SYLVIA LOYAL’S DOGS 
CLINTON and ROONEY 
WILLIAM EBS 

ARNOLD and ALLMAN 

HARRY WATSON, JR., and CO. 
NITTA-JO 

BESSIE CLAYTON and CO. 
“HERB” WILLIAMS and WOLFUS 
FORD and PRICE 





PPMP K PE HPS 





This Week Seven Years Ago 
Orpheum, St. Louis 





1, FOUR READINGS 

2. MR. and MRS. NORCROSS 

8. WALTER HUSTON and MISS 
WHIPPLE 

4. YATES and REED 

5. FRANK DOBSON and CO. (in 
“SIREINS’’) 

6. ROY LA PEARL 

7. “HERB” WILLIAMS and WOLFUS 

8 MADAM RIALTO 








_ 











HARRY ROGERS Presents 


ORCHESTRA 
eRY XMAS 


RIENDS - 
our he AND 


: wis 























NEXT WEEK: 
ROCKFORD, ILL, and TOWERS, CHICAGO 


HEADLINING KEITH-ALBEE and 
ORPHEUM CIRCUITS 























Wishing You a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year 







EDWARD J. LAMBERT 
KENDLER & GOLDSTEIN, Attorneys 
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KELLER SISTERS 4x0 LYNCH 


and MOTHER and DAD 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 19) LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
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| “VARIETY’S’’ | 
22nd Anniversary Number ; 
‘ ; 
’ It Will Be the Issue of is 
x : 

| JANUARY 4th, NEXT 

: 

Rt 

Me 

x The Anniversary Number will carry many special articles, all bearing 


upon the show business and covering it entirely. 


In this era of rapid expansion of the variety end of the theatre, that 
taking in the picture houses and industry, the Anniversary Number may be 
accepted as a permanent index of reference for 1928. 


The world-wide show business circulation of “Variety” is the greatest 
publicity medium ever afforded in the theatre line. 





: Forward Copy to 

‘4 

Ry 

| RIETY 
es 

x sal 


154 West 46th Street, New York City 


Current Advertising Rates Apply to the Anniversary Number 


FOR PUBLICITY—ALWAYS USE “VARIETY” 
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Y MELANCHOLY BAl >" 


ORCH. IN - THIS JIS THE QUICKEST HIT AND GREATEST SONG WE HAVE-EVER PUBLISHED: _sORCH. IN 
ALL KEYS SURE-FIRE FOR EVERYBODY. AN OVERNIGHT SENSATION. WILL FIT ANY SPOT » ALL .KEYS 


G 


AKING BELIEVE THAT | DON'T 


POSITIVELY THE BEST BALLAD WE'VE HAD AN Y.EARS,-CREEPING-TO.. THE. TOP FAST 
NOW IN THE “HIT::.CLASS: A MARVELOUS:SONG. WITH-A GREAT RECITATION. °_.’ 


My Melancholy Baby. Im Making Believe That I Dont Care 
a om gk ae ab bupinent aieste SY 
GEO. A.NO SRNIE BURNETT WILLIE Kasxils ALEX. MARR 
Valse andante 


Msi , oR oe 3 pee JOE : 
EVERYBODY “EVERYWHERE SAYS: ~MorriS-: TWO NATURAL SONG HITS 











Sf 








tempo = "P 
“ ; You could- n't Paith- ful to me, it's 


Each place I miss you #0, 





























‘a di dest that we hn. eda- prti-—— 
thavel done ? P seeag Hon! Wave I ev cer saidanunkind word to you ii with "- oth oo te. Cbeeuee 
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song, But Im not de - Ceiv-ing my heart. —————— 
flame Bul . knowtheres 20 one like you. 
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Game te ave, my mel.an.che. ly ba — by, Cuddle up and = be 


when all the while, / poor heart is cry - ing for 


== 4 ~~ | J ; esr : 
All your fears are fool sth fan. cy may be, Youknonpear that lm in'love wih \"@O YY Te = 


+e i +e ——— 
i ast “ye : i meee tis tlirt - ing with oth- ers pre - tend sine 












































a a ia ai 
+ Y coud meathaveg sil. ver bia. ing Meu? until be ~ ce But hat - ing my - eelf  ——— that - way; 


through, Smile my bon.ey while I kine @ way each 
. Sees in ‘a — mek-ing be - Iieve that 
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wee 2 thall be mel. an -y Mow wert you fae. 

















Srueet M Burnett, more w- ‘ry . 
Poe...» —~ Ey spew foe Net1/ to Theron C. Benaete. day 


Oepyright brameserred SOUET to Joo Henesg 7 0 Oo, GEF 1381 Hoey, RE Copyright 1087 by Joe Morrie Music Oo. 1587 Broadway, New York 





A REAL-NOVELTY SONG HIT - 


WHO’S THAT PRETTY oe 


A CLEVER COMEDY NUMBER: ,., EXTRA CHORUSES GALORE 


"FROM SATURDAY NIGHT TILL MONDAY MORNING 


“THE MEMPHIS BLUES” =" S-STILL; THE ACE OF BLUE soncs—By W. on HANDY 


% =? ¢ ¥ . . e' * 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO., “33 
VFR EVERFENENED IVI OER NEW YORK. 
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~ Syracuse Goes ‘Band’ 


Keith's, Syracuse, inducts a new 
policy Jan. 1 with Jack Crawford 











| John West a Barber 








and his orchestra. The incoming - 

show will be routined around the Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 20. 

band. John West, 70, for 21 years ad- 
vance man for his brother, Billy 

eg vl j}and George Primrose, is in the 
Onondaga (N. Y.) county home 


Booked Solid 


ety HIBBITT 


serving as a barber. He was found 
|there by a representative of the 
| Syracuse “Herald.” 

West was a great spender 
he traveled 


when 
ahead of Primrose & | 
Wests'’s minstrels. His brother | 
Billy left him $25,000 of which John | 
gave $7,000 to his wife, separated 
from her and bought a camp on 
| Cayuga Lake. He went broke. 
West told the “Herald” repo-ter 
he is satisfied and that his hand is | 
still steady ee ee to hold a razor 


Phoney Photos. for Lewbies 


About the funniest ‘squawk that 
has emanated from the Keith-Albee 
offices in a long while is that the | 
bookers have made to the agents 
about sending authentic photos of} 
acts to the theatre where they are | 
booked. 

It has come to the attention that | 
phony pictures have been sent to | 
the houses and placed in the lobbies 
without anybody apparently the |‘ 
wiser. 

So: once more the agents are told 
to give the correct photo thing a 
tumble or abide the consequences. 


HARTMAN m= 


in “Before and After” 








Miss Marie Hartman 


World’s Champion Will Rogers Says: 
Comedienne “PEP Is What the Public 


First Selection for the Want” 


All-American Comedy Stars And That’s Why I Am 


Trainer 
BILLY HIBBITT Such a Hit! 
HENRY 


FINK 


Merry Christmas 
Featured on Pantages Circuit 











HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


This Week (Dec. 19) 
Sist St. and Franklin, N. Y. 























FORMERLY WITH KEITH-ALBEE CIRCUIT 


I. R. SAMUELS 


Representing Artists for Bookings in Vaudeville, 
Picture Theatres, Legitimate and All Independent Time 


CAN BOOK YOU FOR IMMEDIATE 
ENGAGEMENTS EVERYWHERE 


I. R. SAMUELS, Inc. 


Bryant 0554 Suite913 1560 B’way, New York 





In N. Y. County Home: 


| eight, 


| Fred 


VAUDEVILLE 


5th Ave. Drops 25. 


And from 8 to 6 Acts 


Proctor's 5th Ave. New York, | 
Proctor house booked by K-A, has | 
reduced its admission scale one- 
third in order to hold patronage 
Under the new regime a 25-cent 
top obtains for matinees instead of 
50 cents as formerly The latter 
figure is the top at nights instead 
of 75 cents as formerly. Saturdays 
Sundays and holidays are now 75 
instead of 99 

With price reduction the bills 

| have also been reduced, the house 


now playing six acts instead of 


ee 


H. B. Humberstone, assistant to 


Niblo, film director, engaged 
to Virginia McWilliams, non-pro- 
fessional. Wedding set for early | 
February. 
ris Francis (vaude) to George 

A. go othy broker, Dec. 15, in New 
York. 

Lillie Carlquist, concert singer, to | 
Maurice J. Swetland, publisher, Dec. 
14, in Greenwich, Conn. 


| 


Lorna Dunn, screen actress, to | 
Carlie Taylor, also in pictures, at | 
| Tia Juana, Mex., Dec. 13. 

tuth Miller to Blake Wagner at} 
Trinity Methodist Church, Los|/ 
Ange les, Dec. 14. Bride is with coast | 

‘Sunny” at the Mayan, L. A. Groom | 
is picture cameraman. 

Anne Braxton Hellman, former | 
Mack Sennett beauty, to Clifford | 


Wheeier, motion picture director, at 
Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 


Harry Collins, former New York 
newspaperman, to Rita Hoyt, screen 
actress, in Pasadena, Cal., Dee. 17. 


New ical le 
NEW YORK 


International Section of European Ex- 
positions; representatives of 
expositions abroad; $1,000; Alexandre de 
Hoffman, Ernest L. Haas, Alex Malend. 
Imre M. Schwartz, 2 Rector street. 


Brandt & Brandt Dramatic Depart- 
mrent, New York City; 100 shares com- 
mon, no par; Carl and Erdmann N 
Brandt, Harold Freedman. Arthur B. 
Spingarn, 19 West 44th street. 


Karroll Theatrical Enterprises, New 
York City; films, tickets, costumes; §10,- 
000; J. Gibson Fruin, Philip Jacobson. 
Harry Saks Hechheimer, 1540 Broadway. 

The Diversion Corp., New York City; 
pictures, vaudeville, 100 shares common, 
no par; Dwight Deere Wiman, M. ° 
Trimble, John F. Wharton. Cohen, Cole, 
Weiss & Wharton, 61 Broadway. 

Hilson Enterprises, New York City 
plays, pictures; 
| Berner, Jacob N. Robins. 
& Cane, 25 West 43d street. 


Kimasi Amusement Corp., Bronx; the- 
atres; $10,000; Jonas King, Issac Silver- 
man, Benjamin Marks. Alexander Bloch, 
299 Broadway. 

Beverley Nichols, New York City; 
erary and dramatic works for 
pictures, plays, operas; $10,000; Ber- 
nard M. I. at Melville H. Cane, 
David J. Fox Filed by Ernst, Fox & 
Cane, 25 West 43d street. 

Tate Exposition Company, 

City; 
hibitions; 
value; 


Ernest, Fox 





lit- 
motion 


100 sbares common, no 
Robert N. Carson, , James 
Ttate. Filed by Henry Watren 
150 Nassau street. 

Sesom Theatre, 
tion pictures, plays, 
Peter Lewis, 
Cunningham. 
1560 Broadway. 


New York City; 


vaudeville; $190,000 


dramatic and musical productions; 
shares; Class A, $100 each; 
no par value; Lowell Brentano, 
Gary, Hamilton MacFadden, Filed by 
Parker & Garrison, 15 William street. 

All-Electric Piano Player Corp.; 
sical instruments; $200,000; 
Archibald, Wolstan C. 
Herman. F 
QO. Box 84, City Hall station. 

Liberty Swimming Pool, 
City; amusement places; 
Evelyn S. Sturdevant, Ely Sobel, 
Knox. Filed by Harold Flatto, 
Broadway. 

F. & S. Amusement Corp.; 


William 5S 
Brown, Henry F 








Ruth 


motion pic- 


Feinberg, 1440 Broadway. 
Fine Arts Opera Cce., 











ee VAUDEVILLE. “AGENC Y WHIC H PRODUCES MORE THAN 1T PROMISES | 
ONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency : 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway | 
Lackawanna 7876 New York City 


ACKERMAN & HARRIS 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 
- THIRD FLOOR, PHELAN BLDG. 
MARKET, GRANT and O’FARRELL STREETS SAN FRANCISCO 
ELLA HERBERT WESTON, Booking Manager 


LOS ANGELES—63¢ CONSOLIDATED BLDG. 


MAX «actiox) LANDAU 


CAN ALWAYS USE GOOD ACTS 
WOODS THEATRE BLDG. 


CHICAGO 
MARCUS GLASER, 























Associate 





by Nathan Shulman, 305 Broadway. 
Iarry Siry’s Music; orchestras 
bands; $5,000; Larry Siry, 
Feldman, Hyman J. Glicklich. 
Daval H. Feldman, 


and 
Davis H. 
Filed by 
476 Fifth avenue 


TINSEL 
| METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and 











silver bro- 


cades, metal cloths, gold and sliver 
| trimmings, rhinestones, epangles, 
} tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 


costumes Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wyle & Bros., inc. 


(Successors to Sliegman & Well) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 





as met by tl i anager, and | 

told that the Hip did not play three MARION 
finis f y, § only two | 

| The act informed the manager it 

i} had not been notified. He asked re- | 


garding the booking and was told | 
ithat Leon in Pilmmer's office, New | KEITH CIRCUIT 
York, had sent them there. The 


j|management replied that he couldn't 
j}inasmuch as he:(Plimmer) 


fairs and 


Melville H. Cane, Pincus | 


Bee -_ 
mo- 


New York | 

industrial and business shows, ex- | 
4 

| 

i 

| 


Florence Abramson, Lillian 
Filed by Phillips & Nizer, | 


Hamilton MacFadden, New York city: | 
750 | 
250 Class B, | 
Kellogg ' 


mu- | 


jled by W. 8S. Archibald, P. | 


New York 
$100,000; | 


261 


ture film, vaudeville, amusement parks; 
$10,000; Carl Mittenhal, Murray Berr 
|} stein, Harry Ostrov. Filed by William 


New York City; 


plays, musical productions; $100,000; 
Bertha O'Connor, Herbert L. Bisenberg, 
Maurice Holden. Filed by Shalleck & , 
Shalleck, 152 West 42nd street. 

Malone Migdal, New York City 
amusement places; $25,000; Isaac Miller, | 
Moshe Glickin, Joseph Feldman Filled 
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CARUS ESTATE $165,000 


Dec. 20, 


/Play-or-Pay Contract Not | 
Recognized m Pottsdam 


Los Angeles, 


Proceedings for the probate court 








| of the $165,000 estate left by the late 
The Cooke and Valdare Sisters, Emma Carus, v sude ville comedienne, 
were postponed by Superior Judge 
vaude act, filed a complaint Monday | cCraj} The action followed word 
with the Vaudeville Managers’ Pro- | from Cerman consul in New- York 
‘tive Association against Walter} that the children of a half sister, 
Plimmer and Laurence Leon for); Frau Rose Wunch, were en route 
cancellation of a play or pay con- | from Europe to put in a claim. 
tract for the Hippodrome, Potts- 
dam, Pa. | 
The complaints aver that the act 


irrived in 
10.30 a. m 
was met by 


Pottsdam, Dec. 16, at 


ready for rehearsal, but 
the Hip manager 


|days, that previous week was the | 
MARRIAGES | finish of that policy, and 


days at present 





did not 
bdovk the house any more, | 

The act asked the Hip manager | 
when he had notified Plimmer and | 
the answer was Dec. 12. The Hip | 


executive said the Raymond Agency, | 
Philadelphia, was now booking the 
theatre. | 

So the act stuck for three fares | 


to and from New York, and with 200 
pounds of excess baggage and five 
trunks returned, to take up the 
matter with Plimmer. They say 
Plimmer stated in a wire to Potts- 
dam that Cooke and the Valdare | 
Sisters had a play-or-pay contract, | 
and that the Hippodrome manager | 
had better play them. 





Direction 
MILTON 
Lewis 











Touring the World 


IVAN BANKOFF 


(The Dancing Master) 


F 


“. . . made a real bit. It 


and was not so much because of 

her material as because of 

her captivating style and 

BETH CANNON AND CO. manner. She sang and dal- 
lied about, and there was 

in ‘nothing to it’; in other words, 


her act went over big... 
she stopped the show.” 


PHILADELPHIA “RECORD” 


“AMERICAN AFFAIRS” 


Personal Direction, IVAN 





BANKOFF 
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Marcus Loew 








|General Executive Offices} 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


160 WEST 46"ST: 
BRYANT: 9850~NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
—_———S eS 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 
















| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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ACME BOOKING OFF ICES, INC. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 10 weeks within 90 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 
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ROXY 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Dec. 18. 
Pictorially brilliant show, distinct- 
ly in the Roxy manner. 
At times one would suspect that 
it might be a bit over the heads of | 
the generality, except that Roth- | 


apfel is usually right in appraising | Wilde, with pronounced “It” about 


his public. F 
For instance, there is one elab- 
orate ballet effect, called “A Futur- 


istic Study of Jazzmania,” pretty | 
complicated in its cubist significance | 
and composition. 

Presentation opens with a 
geous bit of spectacle as background | 
for “The Song of India,” by the Rus- } 
sian Cathedral Choir. Group of 50 
or so singers are posed in palace 
setting, all attired sumptuously in 
far eastern garb, apparently attend- 
ing some religious fete. Down cen- 
ter, ‘while the group sings, Miss 
Wayeno does a dance solo, remark- 
able performance in_ itself. Girl 
stands on her hands to do up-side- 
down splits and performs astonish- 
ing contortion feats as part of an 
exotic acrobatic routine. Song is 
carried by rich baritone of Harold 
Van Duzee. 

Follows a sightly dance bit by the 
Roxy ballet corps in @ routine that 
carries them across stage in “one,” 
allowing for change of set. Nothing 
special about next turn, “Ballet de 
la Reine,” with Gamby; pretty num- 
ber, figures stepping from French 
china ornaments for choreography. 
More in the popular vein is “Ro- 
mance of a Chimney Sweep,” one of 
those silhouettes, with shadowy 
dancers working atop a skyline of 
cottages against luminous red drop. 
Neat little pantomimic story worked 
out in dance, with laughing climax 
when old woman chases flirtatious 
chimney sweep and two girls on roof 
to hang out washing. 

News reel intervenes here, fol- 
lowed by the “Futuristic Jazz” num- 
ber. Stage is set with chorus sit- 
ting in confused rows behind what 
might be long school desks or air- 
plane bodies or silver painted row- 
boats. In the dim light you can't 
tell what the furnishings are. Any- 
how, each chorister has a paper cone 
the size of a small megaphone held 
over each hand. These they strike 


gor- | 


tions being in accordance with no 
rhythm or order. 

Back drop is blank white, and spot 
lights set at eccentric angles throw 
a confused jumble of triangular 
shadows (made by the cones) in 
delirious confusion. Popular syn- 
copated numbers are sung in a sort 
of medley, and the effect is a kind 
of nightmare of confusion both “in 
the shadows and in the stage pic- 
ture itself. On a guess, the signifi- 
cance is that jazz is a sort of emo- 
tional delirium tremens which is 
here pictured in the Caligari man- 
ner. Maybe the Village would like 
it, but it was blah to the Washing- 
ton Heights and Brooklyn sections 
of the Sunday night crowd. Presen- 
tation part took 20 minutes in all, 
exclusive of news reel. 

Several of the Fox clips were in 
Movietone. One had the sound ef- 
fects of a flock of turkeys being fed 
and another was a little production, 
showing two youngsters visiting 
Santa Clous in a New York depart- 
ment store. This had the kids 
speaking and St. Nick replying, as 
well as the sounds of several me- 
chanical toys working. Voices do 
not heighten the illusion of the ac- 
tion. On the contrary, the sound 
effects where voices are concerned 
brings in an artificial ‘element that 

opposes illusion of screen action. 
This has always been the case with 
sound and sieht material, where fic- 
titious scenes are shown. The 





labels, but 


enough time for t 


whip them into shape. 


that, the youngst 
well. A nifty loc 
femmes, 


The typical boy-girl musical com- 


edy theme broug 


song and dance 


burn and 


hick hokum. 


Kolb 


bull. 


on their entrance. 


Specialties by 
Rathburn, 


filed in the 


‘iehting. 


icalities with 


fast ones. 


twisted un in routi 


ever, 


rent events 
newsreel, 


via 


ness. 


were picked 
outside and at a late hour, with not 
producers to 


high kicking acrobatic 


he 


Considering 
ers did mighty 
xking bunch of 


ht out 


|her, and Don Carroll, tall, handsome 
land a smooth baritone. 


| with a local slant, and Floyd Rath- 
Josephine 
Max Dill) aptly fitted in with their 


and Dill announced them- 
selves in burlesque style by climb- 
ing over a prop fence pursued by a 
A reception was forthcoming 
Reverting to 
their style of work of some years 
ago, the pair trotted forth in tramp 
outfits of the trampiest description, 
Max Dill taking the brunt of his 
senoir partner's clowning and, 


as 
always, an exceedingly good 
straight. Exchange of repartee and 


play on words brought them to- 
gether, with a sob song for the cur- 
tain ending this part. 


Bobbie Thomson, 
; Floyd 
eccentric buck stepper, 
and Doreen Wilde, songs and steps, 
interlude 
Then for the second sequence a 
flash layout of Algerian motif, with 
the gfris lined up in colorful garb 
and set off to advantage 
tasty Oriental musical arrangement, 
picturesque settings and effective 


lass 


The scene gave Kolb and Dill an- 
other crack at more burlesque com- 
military maneuvers, 
supposedly travestying the 
Geste” thing. They shot over some 
frars and got awny with a couple of 
Mostly it was rank hoke 
ond more or less dusty, but to the 
cinema-going mob here it was new, 
therefore good and laughable. Legit 
drill by the bevy of coryphees had 
the girls working hard but getting 
A few re- 
hearsals should remedy that, how- 
and the number 
stand un much better by the end of 
the week. The finale brought in 


nes. 


the entire company climbing a 
mountain, with Max Djll doing 
comedy—was travesty. The show 


ran for 45 minutes, with little op- 

portunity for cutting down on time. 
On the screen Jetta 

“The Forbidden Woman” 


Go 


from the 


The 
followed, 
girl affecting a stuttering pose and 
not hampered even with that. 
|} atmospheric here was hick townish 


with 


Clark 


between, 


likely will 


and cur- 
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Doreen 


usual 
the 


The 


(Mrs. 


with a 


“Beau 


udal in 


out the talk, unless gabbing to re- 
cover their breath. 

Madelyn Killeen. 
smart looking giri, soubret type, 
who opens with a play-up song, 
foiling with Meroff or any band 
leader at hand, and follows with a 
dance that overshadows the vocal 
attempt. She is cute, can sing and 
dance, and clicked, but without ex- 
plaining the top billing. 

The maining outside turns were 
Hurt, Roy and Gentry, vocalists, 
and Norman and Constance Selby. 
The trio, all men, open in the pit 
and come up to stage level on the 
rise, carrying a piano with them. 
The voices are somewhat subdued, 
being strictly odle-do-do stuff and 
the kind picture house audiences 
apparently prefer. The Selbys are 
ballroom dancers, tangoing here and 
not unusual. Most effective is the 
girl's appearance and a costume 
that goes a long way in revealing 
her dark beauty. 

House ballet of eight served for 
opening and closing, the former in 
“one” before a scrim and the band 
for a snowman number. Very pret- 
ty, and the finale, having the girls 
on a second rear stage amid many 
lights and a star-spangled swing, 
very beautiful. 

The Meroff man, forming about 
the best stage band in the Chicago 
neighborhoods and running the Ori- 
ental orchestra a neat second, were 
forced to encore after one particu- 
lar number. It was a concert ar- 
rangement of a pop, and whoever 
pieced it can arrange anybody’s 
music. 

Ed House's organ solo is dedica- 
tory to the late Ernest R. Ball, and 
is a medley of the composer's melo- 
dies. It lacks the usual congrega- 
tional appeal, but is well conceived 
and played. 

“Good Time Charley,” which pre- 
viously failed in the loop, the fea- 
ture, “When the Wife’s Away,” Two 
Doves and Williams and Russell on 
the Vitaphone. 


PARAMOUNT 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Dec. 18. 

Speed and variety are the main 
elements of the John Murray Ander- 
son presentation called ‘High 
Lights.” Ten distinct numbers go 
into the even half hour it occupies, 
many -of the specialties dove-tailing 
for super speed. 

Bits are as brief as less than two 
minutes and run up to six for the 
comedy knockabout of Clifton and 
DeRex, two girls who do grotesque 
characters in low comedy song and 


featured, is a 





International 


£00 


GRANADA 


Claude Reimer and Harry 
Q. Mills divided the straight organ 
interlude at the console. 

“ven if Kolb and Dill do not go 
over the flat guarantee they are in 
here for, their chances for making 
up for that are very 
they hit the trail up north, which 
is proven stamping ground for them 
and where they play to big busi- 


a when 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Dee, 13. 
Somewhat premature for a 


Christmas show, though the Santa 


Claus stuff is spread on lightly in 


this one to permit flashier double- 


Stage action and 


lighting 


effect. 


The outside talent end is a bit below 


the class of production itself, 


but 


chiefly because of Benny Meroff and 
the stage band the show conforms[Band in for another session doing 





Movietone effect in actual events is’ 
tremendously convincing and 
heichtens realism, but in acting and 
dialog result seems contrary. 
Feature is “The Girl from Chi- 


cago,” Warner Bros.’ underworld 
melodrama’ with a high-powered 
dramatic finale. Rush. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(LOS ANGELES) 
Los Angeles, Dec. 290. 

Following up on the recent pres- 
entation here of Will King’s musi- 
cal tabloid revue, the State this 
week offered another affair of the 
same’ kind headlined by Kolb and 
Dill. The two Dutch comics rank 
high in local popularity, but trade 
the first day did not live up to ex- 
pectations. 

One explanation is pre-Xmas 
shopping, which is putting a dent 
into everything. The team goes in 
here on a guarantee and percentage 
basis and counting strongly on per- 
sonal draw. off time of the year 
notwithstanding. First show Friday 
started off nicely, filling the main 
floor to capacity. After that the 
going simmered down for the rest 
of the day. 

Fanchon and Marco's idea for the 
revue surrounded Kolb and Dill 
with a group of 12 dolls and five 
principals and divided the show 
into two seetions, allowing for sev- 
eral specialties by principals in 
“one.” The stage looked rather 
empty with the customary group of 
boys in the band removed to the pit 
and no master of ceremonies. The 
m. c. thing was not attempted by 
either Kolb or Dill, the show start- 
ing off in regular revusical fashion 
with the dozen ponies skipping 
through. average line formations. 


with the Marks 


Bros. 


recently 


; adopted plan of attempting the best 


independent film 
Chicago, with 
Also the 


departure later 
short vacation. 


Blumenthal, like 


work. 


This vacation 


grind. 


triumphant 
home balilyhoo 
stuff. 


moderate line-up 


while pleasing. 
tuated to cover. 

The Three 
dancers, are 


ville. 
are extraordinary. 





These girls did not carry F. & M. 


. 


this 


house shows 
a geunine 
two when available. 

current program 
farewell one against Benny Meroff's 
week for a 
Meroff will be re- 
placed, capably if not sensationally, 
by Maurie Blumenthal, his pianist. 
bandsmen 
around town, has developed into a 
fay with the audiences, and is used 
frequently for odd: jobs, such as bits 
with the acts and conducting open- 
ings, besides his very fine orchestral 


other 


to 


perfect drum 


that is 


Browns, 
excellent 
that would be hoofing 
or deucing it in intermediate vaude- 
There, before the band, they 


for 
in 


They 


hame 


rav 


in 
or 


is a 


thing for stage 
band conductors looks 
quite the fashionable 
Paul Ash has his stipuldted clause 
in contract and Meroff’s is optional. 
Not the best idea for business if the 
conductor is in any way an estab- 
lished attraction, but the ready re- 
spite in one stand at three, four and 
sometimes five shows a day is a 
It wouldn't be a bad thought 
for all band houses to send 
permanent stars away yearly. The 
return and 


become 
e, since 


their 


welcome 
up 


Without Meroff, not even one act 
reminiscent of the present days of 
vaudeville, let alone a name, but a 


back of 


and in line with production, mean- 
Production 


accen- 
colored 


a turn 
a cafe 


stopped 


this show cold and stopped it again 
with two encores, though their late 
work might have been better with- 


dance routine. 

The 10 numbers include two by 
the stage orchestra presided over by 
Lou Kosloff, two by the group of 16 
Foster girls and all hands assemble 
for the spectacular finale. Kosloff 
is a personable young man-and at- 
tempts little beyond a casual an- 
nouncement of the turns, 

Opening with the orchestra, a 
novelty is introduced in the first ap- 
pearance of the Foster troupe. They 
do ensemble maneuvers, each girl 
being attached to six strings run- 
ning up out of sight and. purporting 
to work the girls as mannikins. The 
bit is simple and is not elaborated 
to its, full possibilities. 

Leonora Cori, brilliant coloratura 
soprano, sings “Caro Nome” as a 
solo, giving way to Helén McFar- 
land, who opens with a jazz song 
solo, goes into dance after stripping 
to tight tunic and then plays xylo- 
phone accompanied by orchestra. 
Cutie-cutie girl, looker and stepper 
with the xylo for good measure. 


“Telling Them About You,” with 
song interpolation by bandsman in 
neat tenor. 

Douglas Burley, eccentric gym- 
nast and dancer, with brief bit of 
remarkable acrobatic dancing done 
in slow motion. He's almost a mid- 
get in size and his rolls and turns 
get that odd “floating” look that 
goes with slow motion photography. 
Great applause getter. 

Foster Girls on again for pic- 
turesque military evolutions called 
the Arabian Gun Drill, which gives 
excuse for the futuristic costumes, 
trouser-like affairs of startling reds, 
greens and yellows and hats like 
sofa cushions. _Just a well done 
military drill, except for the dress- 
ing. 

Transparent drop in “one” for ef- 
fect of building front of Palais de 
Danse with stage band visible 
through window front. In front of 
this Clifton and De Rex do routine 
of low comedy and knockabout, 
using all the hoke, grimacing and 
falls in the book, but getting laughs 
by their slapstick. Dress in shabby 
costume of 1900—leg oo’ mutton 
sleeves, tight waisted packets and 
trick hats of period. Really femi- 
nine version of grotesque tramp. 
Few exchanges of talk, rest comic 
singing with interruptions. Old 
stuff, but made ’em laugh. 

Then all on for the finale, band 
blaring cresendo, Miss McFarland 
going like house afire on xylo, Miss 
Cori holding to her highest high 
note and Masse and Dietrich in 
Russian steps. Meanwhile, back 
drop has been raised, disclosing 
three enormous brightly lighted 
Oriental lanters with Foster Girls 
posed in transparent panels, as the 
lynterns revolve. First rate lively 
fnale and received deserved ap- 
proval. 

Overture 








song and dance interlude, back drop 
being divided into three sections, 
or cabinets, vocal soloists right and 
left and dance pair in center. This 
was blended into a sort of medley 
of old time songs by symphony or- 


chestra. Soloists’ names not pro- 
grammed. 
The Jesse Crawford contribution 


was a characteristic arrangement of 
“Souvenirs,” without illustrated 
slides, but with the lyrics flashed. 
When Crawford goes seriously into 
playing a sentimental number with 
that organ of his and the chimes, 
he doesn’t need effects. With him 
at the board, a sentimental theme 
is an emotional production. 


Feature is “Serenade,” typical 
light comedy drama with Adolph 
Menjou, pleasing screen material. 


Besides the news reel, mostly Para- 
mount with good views of Lind- 
bergh in Mexico, was a short sub- 
ject in color, reciting in action the 
circumstances under which the 
nursery rhyme “Mary and Her Lit- 
tle Lamb“ was written. Rush. 


PENN 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 20. 

The week before Christmas at 
Loew's Penn and a strong show 
booked in by L. K. Sidney should 
result in better than average busi- 
ness for this week. 

The presentation ran 35 minutes 
yesterday, having six acts, all go- 
ing over. 

Opened with Dave Harman and 

band... Penn Rockets (8) next doing 
a Tilier routine to “At Sundown.” 
Better than average group as they 
were almost perfect in unison and 
at first show, too. 
Charles Gregory, sitting in or- 
chestra, stepped out playing auto 
tire, rubber gloves and saw, and got 
over on the novelty. Last week 
Whiteman had. Wilbur Hall doing 
some of the stame stuff, which took 
an edge off Gregory. Capitol 
Quartet next singing three num- 
bers in usual “Vo Do De O” style. 
Lloyd and Brice stopped show with 
acrobatic comedy turn and could 
have done more but it was wise to 
let them want more. 

Band number with Dave singing, 
comedy bit with violinist and an- 
other dance by the Rockets came in 
succession, with Murray and Allen 
doing two numbers following. 


“Liars” with the boys in hoke 
makeup and carrying two musical 
lyres and the well-known “ten 
thousand. years ago” with new 


verses cleaned up. 

Finale had entire company on, 
with elevating stage filled with 
shells, ornaments all having mirrors 
in them, gave a flash finish, Audi- 
ence liked whole show. 

Don Albert and symphony or- 
chestra had a novel overture called 
“Spirit of Christmas.” After 
straight musical opening Capitol 
Quartet on small platform in pit 
rises above the orchestra singing 
“Adeste Fidelas.” Then “Jingle 
Bells” and scrim drop on stage has 
Santa Claus on sleigh going across 
stage. 

“Holy Night” is heard and when 
lights go up behind the scrim, Vir- 
ginia Futrelle sings “Holy Night” 
and Christmas tree, crystal stars, 
with lighting effects brings overture 
to close, 

Got most applause overture has 
yet received here.. Dick Liebert at 
the organ did “For My Baby,” in- 
terrupted by Abe Blum delivering 
packages to Dick, who says “For 
My Baby.” Then Abe opens one 
showing silk stocking, for a laugh. 
A few gags and Blum sings number 
from organ console. Okay. 

Feature, “Body and Soul,” with 
Our Gang comedy, “Heeby TJeebies,” 
and M-G-M News. Brahm, 

STATE 
(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

“Whoopee,” this week's stage band 
presentation, heralded as “a wild 
and woolly revue,” failed to reach 
the high plane of its two predeces- 
sors, but proved good entertain- 
ment in conjunction with the other 
units comprising a pleasing pro- 
gram, including the feature photo- 
play, “The Fair Co-Ed.” Gave the 
customers another big run for their 
60 cents. 

Once again the State ballet and 
its costuming stood out. There were 
twelve of the girlies this week, all 
recruited locally, all very young and 
all very pretty. There is little or 
no variation each week in their 
steps, general routine or grouping, 
and their individual dancing and 
ensemble work could never set the 
world afire. But the manner in 
which they are garbed and their 
good looks and youthfulness win. 

“Whoopee” was set in a moun- 
tain gully of far western atmos- 
phere. The stage band wore cow- 
boy attire. The ballet pranced on 
for a starter. Representing Indian 
chiefs, the girls presented a highly 
colorful and effective picture in ab- 
breviated attire, stingy brassieres, 
short trunks and moccasins topped 
off by the feather head decorations. 

A volley of shots ushered in Fred 
Heiseke, pit leader, who served as 
cowboy master of ceremonies and 
conductor of the stage band. The 
master of ceremonies biz is out of 
Heiseke'’s line. His efforts were 





confined to ungarnished, simple an- 


worked tnto three part | nouncements of the numbers. 
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“I Told Them All About You,’ b 
the band, with the pianist contrite, 
uting a vocal*chorus, landed n 


Accent and Genesco, a classy d od 
ing couple, boasted good looks and 
nifty appearances as well as dan, ine 
ability. e 

The twelve ballet girls ere out 
next in nifty cowboy regalia doing 
a “cute” dance number to the tune 
of “Dancing Tambourine.” The 
orchestra followed this with - 


snappy number, with several of 


hath the 
musicians offering solos and lead 


to a strong jazz finish. Heiseke at 
troduced “the ranch cooks.” Moss 
and Erye, familiar here through 
numerous vaudeville appearances 
They reaped rich lauch my 


returns, 


And their harmonizing stopped the 


show. 
A pleasing totem pole number 


- by 
the girls had a weak-voiced male 
singer warbling the words. The 


girls represented idols and partici. 
pated in some very effective group. 
ing. This was reminiscent of a sim. 
ilar number in “Rose-Marie.” For 
a finale the back drep rose to re- 
veal the girls ranged in picturesque 
fashion on two sides of a huge 
boulder, 


The three stage shows presented 
to date have not shown the ex. 
pected pulling power. Hitherto 
when offered as an occasional at- 
traction, the stage band presenta. 
tions invariably spelled big grosses 
so that it was expected loca] fans 
would welcome the new permanent 
policy. A combination of factors 
probably is responsible for the pub- 
lic’s failure to respond at this time, 
the terrible weather and pre-holiday 


conditions no doubt being mainly to 
blame. 


However, the lack of a peppy, 
witty master of ceremonies, an ex- 
uberant personality, able to give 
dash and speed, might account in 
part for the fans’ seeming indif- 
ference. The management has been 
trying to find a person who could 
fill the bill. 

“The Fair Co-Ed,” feature photo- 
play, well liked, but nothing to get 
excited over; International News 
and an original and ear-tickling in- 
terpretation of “When Day Is Done” 
by Eddie Dundstedter on the organ, 
This last was a smash. 


BRANFORD 


(NEWARK, N. J.) 


This show is not up to Harry 
Crull’s best but it is good entere 
tainment, at that. Demand for en- 
cores prolonged the show beyond 
its usual length, running 65 min- 
utes. Charlie Melson’s voice was 
in bad shape and this hurt, but he 
clicked with his gags. 

After an announcement by 
Chartie the eurtains disclose the 
band in Tuxes on a narrow stage 
set in Christmas colors with a large 
window and wreath prominent. It 
serves but is no knockout. Marty 
Beck's band playing here is ragged 
in spots, but registers heavily not- 
withstanding. Peggy O'Neil, an eye- 
ful in tights, smashes with taps and 
a tap black bottom. The Melody 
Belles, one a brunette, in red and 
white pajamas, the other a blonde 





in green and white, make a color- 
ful picture. With the brunette 
playing a sax and the blonde a 
concertina and both getting every- 
thing back of every note, they are 
a natural. The sax is dropped for 
a clarinet, which goes wild. 

Williams and Ross, baritone and 
tenor, sing straight and then bur- 
lesque grand opera and go over for 
another encore. Melson starts a 
story about two Hebes and is con- 
stantly interrupted. This goes over 
for applause. Some good playing 
by the band, in which is introduced 
a vocal solo by the pianist. 

Edythe Murray is billed for her 
second week. She is a personable 
girl and not hard to look at in a 
stunning black and white creation. 
She employs broad effects but is in 
no way vulgar, Her fault is that 
by forcing her voice she sometimes 
prevents herself from being under- 
stood. She finishes with comedy, 
with Melson and a band member 
in a red wig for “Redheaded Man.” 

Melson with the aid of Henry 
Marshall and Miss Murray pulls a 
laughable blackout. 

Another show-stopper is Maurie 
Leaf with comedy songs and talk. 
Good comedy with Melson and the 
band adds to the effect. He's dif- 
ferent and he’s there. Bernard and 
Gould of Mutt and Jeff build do 
eccentric dancing that has them 
laughing. 

For the finale a band number 
starts with Charlie and Miss Murray 
coming in for a brief duet and then 
the others breaking into a laugh 
chorus, which brings in everybody, 
finally including the band, and the 
house orchestra takes up the mel- 


ody. At the curtain a falling snow 
effect is flashed over the whole 
opening. The curtains open show- 


ing Santa Claus on a small stage 
up and back. The tree in front 0 
him lights up and an airplane sails 


out from the balcony scattering 
balloons over the orchestra. It’s 
all to the good. 

George H. Morgenroth leads the 
house orchestra in the overture, 
“Rio Rita,” and they do well with 
it. Basing his bit on “Just An- 
other Day” Jim Thomas at the 
organ projects original lines on 
screen. “Madame Pompadout i3 











the feature. 
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BOULEVARD 
(LOS ANGELES) 
Los Angeles, Dec. 13. 
Gene Morgan followed Abe Ly- 
gan in here when the latter left to 
go to Loew's State for two weeks 
pefcre departing for the east. Mor- 


gap was brought in from the Up- 
tewn, where he was posted after 
Jeaving his original berth in the 
e. 
— the downtown house Morgan 
rated a big fav and was there for 
@ long period. Since then he has al- 
Hed himself with the picture racket 
and spends his days at the Hal 
Roach studios. At the Boulevard 
he is only doing two shows a night, 
aided by a 10-piece band on the 
gtage; Fanchon and Marco bills and 
bis aide-de-camp, “Chucky” Calla- 
han, an invaluable straight man 
and an adept “black-out” accom- 
plice. 

A top of 75 was put on when 
Lyman opened, but has been low- 
ered to 60 and 60 cents. However, 
the task of magnetizing the neigh- 
borhood folks is still a problem, 

Layout of this bili is typical of 
¥F. and M. specialty shows in outly- 
ing houses. Opening band number 
preceded by Morgan and Callahan 
running out in front of curtain and 
getting mob in good humor by ex- 
changing gags. A pop musical se- 
lection is delivered in good style by 
the boys in the band, who, despite 
their small number, managed to get 
volume. Morgan has the knack of 
making himself liked by musicians 
wherever he is. With these boys he 
accomplishes a good deal and a 
spirit of good will on both sides is 
evident. As master of ceremonies, 
he held up the show by clowning 
through it with the acts, while §ll- 
ing in many a gap. 

Six F. and M. girls, who were at 
the State the previous week, come 
on for about six minutes with aver- 
age group routines. The girls are 
willing workers and _ collectively 
good to look it, with two of the girls 
doing specialties. About the best 
portion of the bill was the Four 
Cheer Leaders, harmony youths 
with lots of clas The boys effect 
collegiate togs and look the part. 
All have pleasing personalities and 
know how to sell their wares. 

Banjo solo by band member 
showed class with the instrument 
ard called for a couple of encores. 
The Morgan-Callahan combination 
ulled a “black-out” affair solicit- 

g the aid of a “plant” in the audi- 
ence. Strictly lowbrow with the 
“pie-in-the-face” punch for a fin- 
ish, but connected with the patrons 
for prolonged laughs. Closing num- 
ber was by the band with Morgan 
swinging the baton. 

“Mitey” Ann Leaf, featured house 
organist, put the community sing- 
Ing bee on with a neat rendition of 
“Memories,” done to accompanying 
slides on the screen. Caught on 
quickly. 

“Silk Stockings” the feature at- 
traction. An old Lioyd Hamilton 
fomedy, “One Sunday Morning,” 
and International newsreel com- 
Bieted, 


CENTURY 


(BALTIMORE) 
Baltimore, Dec. 16, 
Bill-opened with an overture con- 
fest between Harold Ramsay, house 
organist, and George Wild, house 


erchestra conductor, titled on a 
gcreen slide as “A Friendly Tilt.” 
Ramsay leads off, his console com- 
ing up from basement as screen dis- 
Plays doggerel to organ accompani- 
ment. At conclusion of this comic 
introduction Wild steps to the con- 
@uctor’s stand. (House has no or- 
ehestral elevator.) 

Ramsay at organ opens contest 
with aria from “Samson and Deli- 
lah,” screen being used for color ef- 
fects interpreting mood of music. 
Wild and orchestra reply with ‘In- 
@ian Love Call.” Organ comes back 
with “I'm Her Boy Friend.” (Lyric 
©n screen for this one.) Wild then 
Goes “Dew, Dew, Dewy Day.” Ram- 
®ay grows sentimental and does the 
ballad “Are You Really Happy 
Now?" Wild mellows and shows 
what he can do with same number. 
Following this orchestra and organ 
Get together for an ensemble repeat 
of same ballad. 

A scenic subject in colors. Then 
eurtains part, revealing Sam Rob- 

ins and his Baltimoreans, the stage 
band. The band has ten boys in 
tuxs, with Robbins garbead in a 
mildly humorous costume suggest- 
ive of the London ‘ails. The set is 
mocturnal, with miniature lights on 

t back drop. Robbins conducts the 
and in “Cradled in Carolina,” his 
Syncopated foot movements contrib- 
uting to the number. He introduces 
the Eight Century Rockets, girl 
steppers, who dance “Sundown” in 
Tiller style. Freddy Martin does a 
€@runk dance in gob costume and 
pleases with a burlesque Spanish 
dance to tune of “L’Estudiana” as 
an encore. 
_ Bell and Coates, two boys and a 
Pint-sized piano, lead off with a 
comic, “She's a Chicken Today.” 
The boys grow sentimental and do 
_Broken-hearted,” with anothe 
tomic. “My Operation,” for a much 
applauded encore. 

“When Dav Is Done.” by ofches- 
tra, next, with Robbins éropoing 


baton and playing a violin orchestra 
obbligato. Jet back drop up, reveal- 
ing brilliant Chinese red back cur- 
tain. Number repeated by muted 
trombone. 

The Rockets return to do the 
“Alabama Stomp,” having changed 
white pony garb for brief rainbow 
skirt costumes. Bemis and Brown 
boy and girl in collegiate costume, 
do a rah-rah dance, encoring with 
a rural one. Good hoofers and nice 
comedy exit. Rockets return and 
Robbins joins them for a comic 
dance. Bell & Coates return for 
“Absolutely and How,” and all re- 
main for grand finale. 

Effective and well staged. Rob- 
bins has nice personality and should 
develop. Excellent impression and 
reception. 


METROPOLITAN 
(BOSTON) 


Boston, Dec, 20. 
Mae Murray in the flesh certainly 
drew them in. The balcony filled 


up almost to the limit for both 
shows Monday night, and in this 
5,000-capacity house this means a 
genuine pull a few days before 
Christmas with the temperature 
half-way between freezing and zero. 

Miss Murray is doing two dance 
bits, running less than three min- 
utes each, with a little curtain 
speech in which she reveals that 
she has acquired an Anna Held ac- 
cent that the yokels apparently love. 
She is backed up with the Cambria 
unit, “The Merry Widow Revue.” 
which is particularly well done, al- 
though it is really Gene Rodemich, 
the Metropolitan’s dapper fashion 
plate, house conductor and master 
of ceremonies, who builds up the 
apnlause for the star. 

He steps to the footlights after 
her first number and whoops up the 
audience into additional applause. 
It is good showmanship. Later 
Born and Lawrence, comedy danc- 
ers, stop the show, only to be re- 
fused a bow by Rodemich. The au- 
dience was stubborn and kept ap- 
plauding half-way through the next 
number, determined to make Rode- 
mich give this team a break. 

The film was “Wild Geese,” which 
was expected to be a bust, but 
which unexpectedly made the grade 
and proved to be really good film 
material. The comedy was a Felix 
cartoon, entitled “The Stork Ex- 
change,” which was up to standard 
and contained a few feet of real 
novelty in the form of an animated 
telephone urging Felix to answer 
its ringine. 

Annie Arthur Martell at the or- 
gan did “Romantic Rivers,” an in- 
telligent song plus artistically done. 
It looks like a better week at the 
Met than was expected, even with 
the Mae Murray draw. 


ALBEMARLE 


(BROOKLYN) 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. ¥8. 

This A. H. Schwartz neighbor- 
hood house playing to 35c. and 50c. 
top (loges), is a 2,200-seater on F'lat- 
bush avenue and Albemarle road. 

Elaborating its stuff, the house 
this week has the Maryland Colleg- 
fans as the stage feature in an 
atmospheric prelude to Marion Da- 
vies’ “Fair Co-Ed,” a corking fea- 
ture in itself which, In combination 
with the snappy band unit, should 
boost the gross a-plenty. 

Albemarle is the type of neighbor- 
hood theatre, of Schwartz and other 
independent affiliations in the resi- 
dential sections of the metropolis, 
that can get away with, and has 
been successfully getting away with, 
a routine strong feature release of 
third or fourth run, with an over- 
ture, news reel and comedy. Fea- 
tures are bought on the open mar- 
ket. 

The investment for a costly pres- 
entation is a departure and evi- 
dences the progressiveness of the 
Schwartz interests to keep abreast 
of the trend. With the Mark- 
Strand in downtown Brooklyn and 
the impending extra competition 
from the new Paramount and Fox 
houses in the same territory prom- 
ising to threaten the neighborhood- 
ers’ business, the move to forestall 
it is a wise one. 

Schwartz would be wise to annex 
the Maryland Collegians as a per- 
manent presentation unit. It is pos- 
sible that is the circuit’s intention 
and this may be a “showing.” If 
such it is the returns more than In- 
sure the band’s holdover. 

It’s one of those happy band com- 
bos for which picture house man- 
agers ever and anon are on the alert. 
As their billing indicates, they look 
collegiate, with personality. Going 
in strong for hoke and entertain- 
ment, with the jazzology secondary, 
the Maryland Collegians evidence 
innate showmanship and have the 
right idea for stage purposes. There 
are at least two corking comedy 
| specialists, the falsetto warbler do- 








clown performer doing a chimp 
dance that is strong on laughs. 

Roger Casini conducts the regular 
house orchestra, 
the organ console. 

Kinograms with an additional In- 
ternational shot of Lindbergh's 
“Mexican arrival comprised the 
screen magazine; a Mack Sennett- 





Pathe is the comedy flicker. Abel. 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 








————————__ 
NORSHORE 
(CHICAGO) 

Chicago, Dec. 132. 

Opening presentations in “one” | 
through the medium of a scrim has | 


developed as the long suit for th« 
producer of shows at the N<¢ 


rshore. | 
Last week {t was a ghost hok« 
pokey and this week it’s a wrecking 
train ride on the scrim screen. As 
an illusion to serve the purpose of 
transporting the audience to Cali- 


fornia, and thereby carry out stag: 
show title “All Aboard,” it tickled | 
the kiddies. 

The scrim goes up and reveals th: 
band, Al Kvale and eight Gould 
dancers all ready and waiting. Fun- 
ny things these dancers, one kick 
east and one kicks west. At last 
some one has realized their minority 
of talent, and in this abbreviated 
costumes chalked them up as th: 
main eye fillers of the evening. 

A pair of clowning tumblers using 
a little contortion as a side issue 
followed. The tumbling was fast 
and furious and the tortion a comic 
laugh getter and very forte. Bobby 
La Salle got in solid and was forced 
to take three encores through the 
good material he uses in the way of 
comedy song specialties and his 
ability to put them over in the right 
tempo. The blue song singer that 
hasn't been left out of any presen- 
tations was Edith Griffith this 
week, a typical cafe soubret. Her 
voice is weak and lacks volume, but 
her looks and personality help her. 

Filling the bill as a single is one 

thing and as an m.c. is another. Al 
Kvale works to perfection in his 
role of the latter, while Boyd Senter. 
an ex-m. c., goes strong as the for- 
mer. He is a whiz sax and clarinet 
artist, being popular here and great 
picture house material apparently 
as a single only, since his recent un- 
successful stage band director work 
at various houses, 
The stage band, an Al music ma- 
chine, closed the show with the as- 
sistance of the entire cast in a 
grand finale. 

Chauncey Haynes, at the organ. 
works like thé other $99 organists 
in town, using song slides and ac- 
companying congregational singing 
The feature film, “Dress Parade” 
(P.D.C.), was good. 


CAPITOL 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, Dec. ff. 

Stage attractions this week are 
weak. The Capitol orchestra, under 
Mendoza, is used as accompaniment 
for four solo vocalists, three of 
whom are pretty colorless. Instead 
of capitalizing Madame Elsa Stra- 
lia, who has proved herself, and the 
usual orchestra overture which 
thousands of patrons of this house 
come to hear, the entire effect is 
minimized, with neither the orches- 
tra nor the songsters winning great 








= 
team closed with “Dewey Day” and 
a neat little 


aance, 

The Rockets helped Jac# Sidney 
put over “Clap Your Hands,” and | 
how they put it over. Lamberti, in- | 
troduced as the world’s worst xylo- | 
phonist, fooled ‘em. He is about 
the best in his line and a real come- 
dian in addition He gets far away 
|from the usual xylophone act. He| 
| Stopped the show cold, but was able } 
to take but one encore as the show 
|was runn:ag long and Lewis and} 


Dody came on for their familiar 
“Hello-Hello-Hello” routine, They | 
have a lot of new verses for the old 


lreliable “Hello” number, one or two 
a little blue, but the customers cried 
| for more 

“I'm Coming, Virginia,” by Jack 
| Sidney and the Rockets, proved an- 
other entertaining bit and let into 
the racing finale, with the girls as 


|} the jockeys and riding little ponies 


| 
on the upstage elevation behind the | 
band. It made a pretty picture and | 
a nice closing for the 55-minute | 
show. Feature picture, “Body and | 
Soul,” followed and proved a rather 





spooky affair, with many © highly 
melodramatic scenes. Hughes. 
(WASHINGTON) 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

Currently (Saturday opening) this 
Loew house has Anatole Fried- 
land's clever aggregation, and the 
show is just as good the first time 
Saturday as it will be on the last 
show next Friday night. 

This is contrast to a bunch of 
acts arriving Saturday morning, 
frantically rehearsing, as was done 
last week, and show not set until 
the middle of the week, rough spots 
being shown before the biggest 
gatherings of the week. 

Present week is a repeat for 
Friedland. He offers an excellent 37 
minutes’ entertainment, which in 
the present instance is further en- 
hanced by the pit boys being on 
stage. Five men added in middle of 
last week make the combination 
impressive as well as furnishing 
some excellent § syncopation. Al 
Jockers, Friedland’s director, put 
them through exceptionally well. 
Show opens with rather shaky 
overture from pit, blending directly 
into the news reel (M-G-M) accom- 
paniment. A “Fables” follows and 
then the stare offering. 

Wesley Eddy, permanent m. of c. 
for the house, does but one number 
Inserted in Friedland’s regular 
routine. Got much with ft, thourh 
Incidentally, business in the stare 
night club, as the revue depicts, was 
terrihle—the tables being empty. 





“Thompson” 





SCHWARTZ PROMOTION 





approval. 

The first presentation, “Snow 
Flakes,” is a sort of introduction to 
“Winter Frolics,” which follows 
“Snookyms Newlywed's Xmas 
Party,” a Universal comedy. 

Ewen Hail, Brunswick recording 
artist, registers in “Snow Flakes,” 
the balance consisting of the usual 
ballet prancing by the ballet corps, 
with Joyce Coles featured. Hail has 
a particularly likeable voice and de- 
livers again in “Winter Frolics.” He 
carries no stock clincher. If he 
would only finish up on some freak 
high note he might win stronger 
applause from the gallery. As it is 
he goes over as a lower floor draw. 

Bailey and Barnum, eccentric 
songsters accompanied by a banjo- 
ist, are featured. Okay but do not 
score as strongly as the headliners 
of a presentation here should. Kim 
and Koss do ordinary hoofing to fair 
returns. 

Dull fare, and that tncludes the 
picture, “The Lovelorn” (M-G-M). 
The newsreel earried two Pathe, two 
Fox, two Paramount and one Inter- 
national shot. Paramount delivered 
Lindbergh’s arrival in Mexico, a 
worthwhile item. Mori. 


MIDLAND 


(KANSAS CITY) 


Kansas City, Dee. 15. 
Good old hokum comedy put out 
by Lamberti and Lewis and Dody 
brought the laughs and proved the 
most entertaining part of the Mid- 
land’s bill. 





ing a “dame” in great style, and a/| 


and A. Challis is at | 


(Continued from page 1) 


neither asking nor receiving bank- 
ing ald. 

Schwartz has 2.000 stockholders 
fn his various enterprises. mostly 
prominent Brooklynites. These are 
interested in his theatres dotting 
Long Island and including Brook- 
lyn. 

The Schwartz stockholders have 
followed him tmplicitly, tt 1s sald. 
Any theatre proposal submitted by 
him is usually over-subscribed by 
the present stockholders before the 
party or dinner adjourns. 

Tast night at the Waldorf-As- 
toria Schwartz gave a dinner, when 
he broached the subject to his 
stockholders. The matter of the 
huge promotion was mentioned and 
another theatre project for Sheeps- 
head Bay, 3,000-seater, was sub- 
mitted. It was sald before the din- 
ner that the $35.000,000 capital stock 
would be absorbed and the new the- 
atre over-subscribed. 

Schwartz is reported to have re- 
ceived as high as $1,500,000 In stock 
subscriptions for a new theatre en- 
terprise within 16 minutes after 
submission before a meeting of his 
stockholders. 


Decided Himself 
From reports, Schwartz had de- 
cided upon stock exchange itn the 
holding company for his various 
separate corporations before the 





The opening overture, “Il Cua- 
| rany,” was nicely given by the Mid- 


jlanders under the leadership of 
|; Conductor Carbonary, making his 
bw Kansas City appearance. 

The news reel showed M-G-M 


features and some local shots, and 
Art Hayes at the organ made ‘em 
'sit up and take notice with a nov- 
elty telling of the picture house he 
i would like to build and the artist 
he would show. It was good. 


show, and the setting had good 
Dixie atmosphere, with bales of cot- 
}ton piled on a river dock and the 
regulation steamer drawn alongside. 
The band, in flashy plantation suits 
and with Jack Sidney leading, got 


| “Way Down South” was the stage | 
| 


|}away in great shape. The Eight 
| Midland Rockets put over a hot 
dancing number and were followed | 
iby Andy Rice, Jr., who is a better 
dancer than vocalist. The Loomis 
| Twins, home products, were given 


la nice welcome. The girls sang “A 
Night In June”; one of them gave 
an imitation of Ted Lewia, and the 


dinner last night. For his oldest 
show properties, as hich as six and 
seven for one were set. Seven for 
one is reported to have been offered 
the stockholders of the Rialto on 
Flatbush avenue, Brooklyn, while 
| six for one was the exchange made 
for Schwartz’s Merrick theatre, Ja- 
maica, the oldest house on the 
Schwartz chain. 

At the dinner last night a general 
} stock dividend of 10 per cent was 
to have been declared upon nearly 
all of the Schwartz properties, 

Started in 1915 


Schwartz started as a theatre 
| promoter and operator 12 years ago. 
| He ig said not to have put over a 
loser to date. The Schwartz sys- 





| tem of promotion, from accounts, is 
to take for himself a profit of 10 
| per cent upon cost of construction 
of a theatre, 60 per cent of its 


| common stock, and operate the 
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house at a salary of $100 weekly 
for himself. 

Schwartz is reported to have 
stood ace high with his stock- 


holders since declaring a cash div- 


dend of 100 per cent upon the 
| Brevoort, Brooklyn. That house 
was erected by Schwartz. Some 


|; time afterward and during the war, 


Marcus Loew put in a bid for it, 


just double what the house stood 
Schwartz. The operator accepted 
the Loew offer and declared the 100 
per cent dividend. Ever since that 


time, from the story, Schwartz has 


|} had all the support he could wish 


for from his Brooklyn circle of 
stockholders, which then rapidly in- 
creased, 

, When starting his circle, Schwarts 
had interested directly with him HL. 
Cc. Miner and James McAllister 
(layman). Later he operated his 
corporations alone, although Messrs, 
Miner and McAllister have re- 
mained upon his boards of directorm 


HAYS AND STORIES 


(Continued from page 1) 


the new story with the banned play 
or book. 
“Sadie Thompson”—*“Rain” 

An agitated meeting is reported 
in the Hays office when the matter 
of “Rain” or “Sadie Thompson” on 
the film came up. From the report 
Joseph M. Schenck, who is behind 
the picture for United Artists, pre- 
vailed, after his statement that the 
picture now represents $900,000 of 
his own money. It’s said that the 
picture will now go 
out without molestation. 


“Rain” at one time appeared due 
to stir up considerable noise in film 
centres, William Fox had secured 
the picture rights it is said, and 
intended to film it under the orig- 
inal stage play title. Hays inter- 
vened when Fox abandoned his 
purpose. Later Schenck took it up 
with some ascript changes and 
“Sadie Thompson,” the leading 
character, as the picture’s name. 


The authors in calling on Hays 
claimed that the practice of declar- 
ing certain books or plays unfit for 
the screen had proven unnecessar- 
ily costly. In some instances it ts 
known official censors have passed 
on stories, with deletions, which the 
Iiays office refused to okey. 
Title changes usually mean 6 
heavy loss to authors, because the 
producers offer less on account of 
a loss in the advertising value of 
the book or play purchased. The 
former contended that they had @ 
right to be notified, when the M. P. 
P. A. considered the title a detri- 
ment, with the privilege of present- 
ing reasons why the book should 
be accepted In ita original form. 
At present a member of the 
M. P. P. A. notifies the association 
if offered the screen rights to a book 
or piay that the member believes 
to be unsuitable. The association, 
with the assistance of other mem- 
bers and other authorities will now 
investigate the story deemed un- 
suitable for the screen. In addl- 
tion, the association will hereafter 
notify the author of the story who 
is to have the right to present to 
the association reasons for its ac- 
ceptance. 
The authors cannot understand 
why a play lke “Crime” was 
banned with Paramount producing 
“Underworld” and “Jesse James.” 
The writing fraternity believed 
that unless they are given an op- 
portunity to present their cases be- 
fore a work is rejected they have 
a basis for damage suits under the 
claim of title slander where a book 
or play has been successful, 


OUTDOOR CAFES 


(Continued from page 1) 


Paix, over there where the “cock- 
tail hour’ came from. 

In Palm Beach it 1s expected the 
open-door hip-tea stuff will draw 
the socially elect, climbers and near- | 
great out of the Cocoanut Grove of 
the Royal Poinciana. The mixed 
sets have used the Grove for @ 
couple of decades to show up around 
5, before or after. 

Most of the in-the-money bunch 
here do their tea stuff, however, in 
their patios or exclusive clubs, 
while the younger set may sidestep 
the sidewalk scheme to dance and 
dine in the shade. 

Chances are about even for thé 
sidewalk cafe. 











Ada Ward, im vwaude end mo- 
sicals, has signed a five-year cop 





tract with Lew Laeelia 
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WALTER HUSTON (4) 
@Character Cameo” 
8 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Palace (St. Vaude) 


Back to vaudeville after several 
geasons in legit, Huston seems to 
bave hit upon a sure pop vehicle in 
this one captioned ‘Character 
Cameo.” With the drop represent- 
ime the usual sideshow banner and 
a Hawaiian male trio of instrumen- 
talists on the bally stand, Huston 
walks on in character of “The Bark- 
er,”” which he originated in the orig- 


final company of the legit production. 

For opener he uses a song, “Back 
Home in Vaudeville,” going to 
“Haven't Got the Do, Re, Me” (an 
old one), following up with “Back 
In Your Old Back Yard.” 
are interspersed with a barker spiel 
worked up for comedy on comments 
of the banner photos, and wisecracks 
on the freaks. 

The trio gets an inning of its own 
aside from carrying the accompani- 
ment for Huston’s songs. They have 
the stage to themselves, 
latter changes for a bit from “Desire 
Under the Elms,” which went over 
big. 

Preceding, Huston sent across a 
eomedy topical with a punchy lone- 
Bome clown recitation, accompany- 
ing, and worked up for a heavy dra- 
matic climax, “The Desire” bit for 
finish also helped materially to a 
smash, and an undisputed 
Huston. 

Huston could chop running time 
by deleting one of two of the five 
songs without impairing chances of 
the act which is head and shoulders 
above the usual set-ups provided for 
legits excursioning in vaudeville. 

Edba,. 


INEZ and DE WYN 
Novelty 

10 Mins.: Three (Special) 
Palace (St. Vaude.) 

This couple, Carl Inez and Rich- 
erd De Wyn, have built up what 
might have been an ordinary gym- 

tic opener or closer into some- 

ing more classy for later spotting, 
thanks to the work of Miss Inez, 
who shoulders the burden of the 
team. 

A looker with personality and 
Showing some great bends border- 
ing on contortion. Miss Inez works 
herself around her partner in 
snakelike fashion, doing mafvels of 
@ymnastics-contortion and in a 
manner that can’t fail to hit. The 
style is there and the girl has a 
shrewd showman angle in selling. 
De Wyn handles his assignment 
with almost the same degree of 
ease. The act opens as presum- 
a@bly a posing stunt, later going into 
@n art classic in adagio. Went 
over big in deuce on this bill. 

Edba. 


CUNNINGHAM and BENNETT 
Songs and Dances 

20 Mins.; Four (Special) 

Bist St. (V-P). 

This newest song and dance 
frameup of Paul Cunningham and 
Florence Bennett is a darb. Jack 
Kearney is at the piano. This tall, 


elongated boy steps away from the 
fvories and scores with an eccentric 


‘and acrobatic dance. Effective. 


Then there is Ben Ruyle, colored, 
apparently a West Indian, who first 
then 
flashes a high pair of pipes a la 
most of them 


appears as a “maid” and 
goprano that fooled 


out front. 


But the real entertainment is the 


Cunningham and Bennett pair; 


they sing well together: they show 
excéptional team work and the way 
they slam over their numbers re- 
minds of the Billy Taylor and Stella 


Mayhew combo. 


The songs | 


This latest Fanchon 


while the | 


hit for | 


“BACK STAGE” Idea (34) 
Music, Singing, Dancing 

48 Mins.; Full Stage 

| Granada (Pct), San Francisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 15. 


Business not so good at the ace 
| West Coast house the opening mati- 
inee. It was fortunate, as the in- 
[timate view of backstage life as 





jrevealed was not working any too 
|smoothly. The early portion was 
draggy with this natural, coming in 
ieold, and, no doubt, worked out 
| nicely as the week progressed. 

Whether or not it’s a good idea 
ito tip off the pay customers as 
'to working conditions back stage is 
|a question. There may be a cer- 
l¢ain proportion who would relish 
this expose, but it is questionable 
|if the rank and file care to have 


| the illusion under which they have 
llong lived, dispelled. 

and Marco 
“Idea” is in the nature of an open- 
|ing day stage rehearsal. Bare stage 
with principals and chorus girls 
practicing, limbering up, etc. Or- 
chestra put through their paces, 
songs rehearsed, dances tried, etc. 
A lot of mighty good talent but in 
the early stages of the show their 
efforts seemed wasted. Maybe this 
was due to the meagre crowd out 
front. 


At opening orchestra boys are en- 
tering pit, jabbering, tuning up, 
“making all kinds of noises. Cur- 


tain up revealing bare stage with 
reverse side of drop, painted white. 
Chorus girls and principals ambling 
about with seemingly nothing to 
| do. Stage door is carried past and 
frdém behind it appears Frank Jenks, 
house leader and m of c. Dialog 
vver his being late and then band 
“rehearsed” for the opening number. 
Too many interruptions of the 
music to make any favorable im- 
pression out front. 

Seven girls brought on to try out 
dance steps and high kicks. First 
act, Helene Hughes and Roy Smoot, 
on next, in street attire, as though 
just arrived. They have not been 
seen on Market street in several 
months and the return was wel- 
comed. Both in fine voice and their 
duet, “Memory,” clicked nicely. 
Vivian Fay on for some high kick- 
ing and hends, and then Jenks and 
Vic Smith (of the band), tried out 
a few nonsensical blackouts, using 
timeworn gags purposely. 

Emily and Romaine, man and 
woman adagio, recently seen at the 
Granada, “rehearsed.” Their Nile 
green trunks and bodices against 
their white skin set them off to 
advantage and the turn was all 
that could be desired. 


Ates and Darling, comedy man, 
girl working straight, came near to 
wow despite the few patrons. Ates 
is boob comic who uses an impeded 
speech for hearty laughter. Black 
piush drop down and real show 
began. Ates played “Charmaine” 
on a freak instrument, floor brush 
with string, cigar box and bow. 
Girl on for brief song, and then 
into some high kicking that dem- 
onstrated her versatility. 


Ates’ police dog displayed intelli- 
gence and persisted in attempting 
to take chunks out of Ates’ legs. 
Finally pulls off comic’s trousers. 


Hughes and Smoot back, this 
time in stage dress for another bal- 
lad. During second chorus girls 
brought on in fetching white for 
a dance routine and then some in- 
tricate toe dancing by Miss Fay. 


Rear drop flown to reveal a gor- 
geous set in white, representing 
numerous fountains, with everybody 
on stage in white and Hughes and 
Smoot singing as final curtain 
drops. By speeding up first part it 





’ luoks like sure-fire for the Granada 

This duo doesn’t overstay; they g . 
get a sympathetic flavor into their mob. At least it's something dif- 
mumbers and they make “Among ferent and for that reason should 


My Souvenirs” a little gem. They 


got results with “The Hollywood 
Parade” and then came 
“one” for an encore and scored wilh 
“Side By Side.” 

All told a fine layout, clean cut 
and worthy of attention 
man’s house. Mark. 
“RAINBOW REVELRY” (9) 
Dance Revue 
£33 Mins.; One and Three (Specials) 
American Roof (V-P). 

“Rainbow Revelry” features Ralph 
Olsen and Sue St. John. Act may 
have been known previously as 

Rainbow Revue,” with the fem- 
inine septet in the dance forma- 
tions as a feature of that act. 

As it shapes up, Olsen and St. 
John, specialists, are assets, al- 
though the girls could go it on their 
own, doing ensemble and concerted 
numbers of novel character, includ- 
ing a fiash effect on a ladder-net- 
work curtain, 

It’s a good vaude flash and a 
worthy headline for the family 
houses. Abel. 


ur 


down in 


in any 


click. 





WALTER WALTERS and Co. (1) 
Ventriloquist 

15 Mins.; One (Special) 

State (V-P) 


Formerly of Walter and Emily 
Walters, the man is monopolizing 
the billing with a new feminine vis- 
a-vis contributing to the general at- 
mosphere but not herself perform- 
ing on the vocal calisthenics, It 
burdens Walter not only with the 
male dummy work but the little 
girl (dummy) and the difficult baby 
sobbing specialty. A tough sched- 
ule for anybody’s vocal cords, 

Otherwise the same idea for the 
main as when of Walters and Wal- 
ters excepting that a tropical back- 
ground permits for the natty tropi- 
cal duds that look well on the team 
and dresses the turn considerably. 

Walters presents his ventriloquial 
stuff in showmanly fashion for gen- 
erous returns and withal makes for 
a highly entertaining interlude. 


Abel 





noteworthy from the start. 


MARVEL and Co. (6) 

Song and Dance Revue 

15 Mins.; One and Three (Special) 
State (V-P) 

Marvel, Prof. Ad. Newberger’s 
deaf-mute protege of 11 years ago, 
is now doing an elaborated dance 
revue, featuring his own remark- 
able rhythmic precision despite his 
aural handicap. 

Adele Vosan, prima donna, an- 
nounces that Marvel is guided in 
his terp routines by sound vibra- 
tions and the conductor’s baton and, 
were it not for the name which has 
since become {identified with a deaf- 
mute dancer and the announcement, 
his handicaped senses would make 
little difference. 

Back in 1916, over 11 years ago, 
Sime mentioned the freak possi- 
bilities of an act of this nature for 
exploitation purposes. This still 
goes today, when now as then Mar- 
vel is the only deaf-mute dancer on 
the stage. And, apropos of nothing, 
Sime then prophesied a now fulfilled 
prediction that “this country will 
use pantomime on the speaking 
stage to a great extent in the years 
to come. The moving picture will 
force it.” 

Back to Marvel, he still has a 
special conductor, although this 
time the latter does not contribute 
in anywise as in the past. The 
prima; Anita Wingrad, clever bal- 
lerina; and Selden and Vora, dance 
team, round out the company. 
The dimunitive Miss Wingrad 
works to good purpose; Miss Vosan 
sings well, and the dancing couple 
are adequate support. In between, 
Marvel is the main show. His 
esthetic work for the opening is 
His in- 
tricate legmania, squat hock step- 
ping and general deportment dis- 
tinguish him, and, all combined, 
Marvel and Co. is a flash for any 
time. Abel. 


WILL VODERY’S ORCH. (27) 
Song and Dance Revue 

35 Mins.; One and Full 
Academy of Music (V-P) 


An all-colored band of excellent 
syncopators, registering convinc- 
ingly in the closing spot here. 
There is a noteworthy lack of freak 
orchestrations through which many 
a stage band has found itself un- 
able to get returns. “Oriental Fan- 
tasy” is the heaviest offering on 
this program for results. 

It’s a great band, but it fails to 
put over the team of hoofers, while 
the opening quartet would be 
enough to ruin a lesser group of 
musicians. As a pretenticus revue 
it lacks singing and dancing mate- 
rial, 

Why Vodery was not satisfied to 
use his show-stopping femimine 
warbler for two or three numbers, 
instead of the time-killers, is be- 
yond comprehension. There’s a 
cholocate-colored baby who walks 
on for only a couple of minutes to- 
wards the close of the act and 
burns them up with a coon song 
delivered with heart, lungs, pipes 
and everything. 

Closed to good results, mainly on 
account of the girl, who was strong 
enough to make them forget about 
the earlier material. Mori. 





MISS AMERICA OF 1927 (3) 
11 Mins.; One and Three 
Academy of Music (V-P) 

Miss America does three walks 
across the stage, once in a bath- 
ing suit, and concludes her act by 


lisping thanks in a low voice 
scarcely reaching beyond the foot- 
lights. If this girl photographs 


some picture producer should grab 
her for the most attractive baby- 
faced vamp in the racket. 

As a vaudeville or picture house 
attraction Miss America is out of 
place. They greet her kindly the 
first time, but after she has walked 
across the stage three times not 
saying anything, and after her talk 
about “loving the people of Four- 
teenth street,” she gets sarcastic 
laughs. Whoever wrote or allowed 
her to use that speech in her act 
rates minus in showmanship. 


Mori. 
MOHR and WATKINS 
Songs at Piano 
12 Mins.; One 
American Roof (V-P). 
Halsey Mohr, songwriter with 


Billy Watkins, who has been around 
with a number of combinations, are 
team in a conventional pianolog. 

Mohr’s contribution on the spectal 
material is obvious. It is all in a 
light vein. “Broken Hearted” is the 
sure-fire pop ballad and a kind ap- 
plause patter finish on Dempsey- 
Tunney permits for a routine en- 
core. 

Deucers for the family trade. 





Abel. 








“GOSSIPS OF 1927" (25) 
Orpheum Unit 

95 Mins.; Full (Special) 
5th Ave.; (V-P). 


This unit has been brought in for 
an eastern route after playing Or- 
pheum and W. V. M. A. houses in 
the middle west for several months. 
It is suitable replacement for a five 
or six-act bill of moderate quality. 


Acts composing the unit are Billy 
Dale and company, Hibbitt and 
Hartman, Marjorie Moore’s June 
3uds, Al Butts and Six California 
Peaches, Bob and Al Ward, and 
Howard and Bennett. The bill dif- 
fers from regular vaudeville in that 


| Dale acts as master of ceremonies, 


four blackouts are inserted, and the 
entire company is brought together 
for a finale in Billy Dale's turn. 


Marjorie Moore’s June Buds, an 
eight-piece girl orchestra directed 
by a man, Ray Powell, open in full 
stage. Ten girls are billed; the 
missing two must have rounded 
out the orchestra considerably, as 
the music by the eight is unhbal- 
anced and jerky. Powell directs 
while playing a trombone, Weak- 
ness of the music may be attributed 
to the heavy rhythm section (two 
banjos, drum and tuba), drowning 
out any melody. One of the banjo- 
ists has a pleasing pop song spe- 
cialty. 

Howard and Bennett, girl har- 
mony team, did well on second. 
They use standard material and 
each has a solo spot. Voices are 
not ideal for blending, but the solos 
are of sufficient merit to overcome 
this, 


Ward brothers followed with their 
humorous English interpretations of 
the American expressions used in 
poker and baseball. This is a 
standard turn of known quality and 
clicked easily here. 


All Butts and Six California 
Peaches are not selling themselves 
sufficiently. None of the girls’ 
dance numbers drew more than 
sporadic applause. The girls can 
hoof well enough and have a pleas- 
ing, although plump, appearance. 
Butts is an acrobatic dancer, wip- 
ing up the stage with his tuxedo 
and getting considerable applause 
for his efforts. As a whole, the act 
seemed weak here. 

Hibbitt and Hartman get top re- 
sults in the company with a line 
of comedy chatter. Miss Hartman 
is a somewhat heavy blond, pretty, 
and with a better than average con- 
ception of louder and funnier de- 
livery. Hibbitt is an inconspicuous 
straight. Their forte is the reliable 
hefore and after marriage business, 
practically unrecognizable because 
ot broad burlesque treatment by 
Miss Hartman. A suitable comedy 
team for earlier than next to clos- 
ing. 

Billy Dale’s Parisian cabaret act 

is used to bring the company in 
for a finale. In this Dale acts a 
roue in Paris with his son, talk 
being worked around the son get- 
ting a wife for himself and the 
father being taken by a determined 
gal (Hartman). Various members 
of the company use the cabaret 
scene for specialties, 
Sandwiched among the acts are 
four blackouts featuring Dale. All 
of them drew laughs, although three 
are old stuff. First was a prison 
bit, with the fellow in for life ask- 
ing the fellow in for 20 years to 
mail a letter when he gets out. An- 
other was a singing gag, inhar- 
monious members of the chorus be- 
ing shot until one is left. Oldest 
was the one of the traveling sales- 
man knocking on the closet door to 
say goodbye to his wife’s boy 
friend. <A kibitzer bit went good; 
in this the kibitzer shook his head 
at every move his friend made in a 
checker game, finally nodding his 
head at a move that gave the other 
fellow a clean sweep of jumps. 

The unit should hold up in the 
vaude-picture houses, 


JOE MACH, JR., and CO. (8) 
Song and Dancing 
22 Mins.; Three 
Academy of Music (V-P) 
Occupy stage space and use time 
without accomplishing anything. 
Leave an impression of vague 
attempts at hoofing. A girl sings 
listlessly once in a while. 
Audience doesn’t know who Joe 
Mach, Jr., is. He doesn't intro- 
duce himself, and there is no per- 





former built up in the routining 
over the others. An _ acrobatic 
dancer gets more time than the 
others, but does not score as a feat- 
ured member. 

The strong-arm stuff pulled by 
& couple of pink boys is a gag. 

Unsatisfactory in its present con- 
dition. Received little recognition 





here in No. 3. Mori. 


— 
EOWARD J. LAMBERT 

Assisted by James Clark 

Comedy and Songs 

16 Mins.; One (Special) 

Palace (St. Vaude) 


Lambert may have been around 
before but is not listed in Varjc+» 


y : s 
New Acts file. More recently, and 
before returning to New Yo; k, he 


had been principal comic of Will 
Morrissey's Revue at the 
Box, Los Angeles, 


Lambert's forte is hokum comedy 
effecting a miltgrossian delivery and 
depending upon this and eccentrie 
make-up for his early laughs. A 
distorted narrative on Cinderella, in 
same dialect further down helpeq 
much better than his earlier stuge 
with the real wallop coming near 
the end when Lambert does a dame 
burletta on Mae Murray with Clark 
warbling a Spanish song and 
straight for more hokum. 


Lambert’s comedy got a slow 
start Monday night but more than 
balanced for finish with a recal) for 
the travesty recitation on “Boots” 
which also helped for laughs. 

After getting started did wel] in 
No. 3 Monday night. Edba. 


M isle 


doing 





HIBBITT and HARTMAN 
Comedy Talk 
14 Mins.; One 
8ist St. (V-P) 


Hibbitt conforms to that type of 
straight man who thinks his part- 
ner is the funniest comedienne in 
the world. He guffaws after every 
catch line. And so the act goes, 
much as many of the type have 
done before it. 

Miss Hartman is all over the 
stage, shouting for results, with her 
partner the butt of all crossfira 
Each is apparently a vaude veteran 
yet Variety’s files fail to reveal any 
trace of the pair as a team. The 
act’s main sequence revolves around 
one of those “before and after mar- 
riage” themes. Handled in a rough 


and tumble verbal fashion, it is 
productive of no brilliance but 
forces its way across on the 


strength of the woman’s lusty de- 
livery. 

Hibbitt’s white spats with tuxedo 
is strictly a variety conception of 
what the well-dressed men are 
wearing, while the plump Miss 
Hartman confines herself to evening 
gown and heavy masculine shoes 
on entrance. The gown remains, but 
the shoes are left off stage before 
the finish. 

Spotted fifth on a six-act bill and 
before less than a pre-Christmas 
half a house, the combination drew 
some laughter and a fair share of 
applause Monday night. Sid. 


DON LEE and MLLE. LOUISE (4) 
Dance Act 

17 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
8ist St. (V-P) 


Neat dancing pair for vaude as- 
sisted by two girls and a genuine 
attempt to get away from the usual. 
A lyric by the chorus of two opens 
after which the principals front for 
an explanation of what they’re try- 
ing to do. This leads into offstage 
dialog, ending as the drapes part to 
upset the audience’s expectations. 

One of the girls is on for a pea- 
cock dance of bends, trailed by the 
co-worker doing a comedy Russian 
lyric and dance. This girl appears 
to have latent possibilities beyond 
the number, The main couple con- 
fine themselves to adagio work for 
effective results. 

Held down to 17 minutes, there is 
sufficient movement to  preyent 
tediousness, and the act lost not a 
customer in closing intermission in 
a house where they like to stroll be- 
fore the celluloid second half. 

Appropriate costuming and better 
than average lighting are of decided 
aid. The act figures to hold its own 
wherever pushed around by the 
bookers. It closed at the 8ist St. 

Sid. 


ABBOT and BISLAND 
Comedy 

19 Mins.; One and Three 
5th Ave. (V-P) 

Two women are with Abbot and 
Bisland in this comedy hoke en- 
titled “The Night Club,” besides & 
tall young chap, acting as waiter 
| who also has a little dancing of @ 
ltap nature. , 

The act is mainly Abbot, who 
| clowns and also fiddles. Tap danc- 
ling by one girl, a topical number 





vocally by the other woman, and 
the boy’s dancing vary the running. 

The money bit was accepted as 
icapital fun at the 5th Avenue and 
so was the blackjacking of the 
sirl and throwing her over his 


shoulder as the comedian starts for 
the night club. 

As framed the comedy is para- 
mount yet there are gufficient spe- 
cialties to diversify. Mark. 
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Wednesday, December 21, 1927 


DeVINE and FIELDER and Co. (7) 
Miniature Revue 

22 Mins.; One and Full 

American (V-P) 

Clare DeVine and Ralph Fielder 
are from burlesque and show it. 
They have here framed a 
cross section of the Wheel 
the bit 
tine. Six girls and an indifferent 
straight man make up the roster. 


sort of 


sh Peat 


1umber-and-comedy rou- 


Turn looks as though it might ask | 


for money, in which case it is short 
on production and class. 

Miss DeVine is a handsome 
blonde and a vigorous worker, while 
Fielder, doing Hebe, is a first rate 
dialect comedian, Girls are a good 
‘looking sextet and one is a whirl- 
wind of an acrobatic dancer. You'd 


think that with these three angles | 


of value they couldn't miss. 


The revue is only so so because | 


it isn’t knitted together. With all 
the ability represented it ought to 
make 16 minutes of riot but they 
deliver 22 minutes of spotty enter- 
tainment instead. Bits are strung 
out until they tire. The familiar 
cafe bit was genuinely funny for a 
time, but they killed it off by too 
much, 

The opening of the girls is alto- 
gether a dead one for present pur- 
poses. For no reason, except pos- 
gsibly economy in costume cost, they 
walk on in shabby dresses of the 
1905 era and go into a long and 
labored number called “We're the 
Leavings of a Wiited Bouquet” or 
something like that. It’s the sort 
of stuff that Ruth Draper could 
make.a scream for the $2 matinee 
crowd, but as done for the Ameri- 
can roof, blah, 

If they're going to hire good look- 
ing dancing girls, why not give 
them something to wear? The girls’ 
costuming was apparently assem- 
bled out of turkey cast offs. 

These people are all experienced 
troupers. Their stage work shows 
it. Variety has always held that 
vaudeville ought to be duck soup 
for almost any good burlesque peo- 
ple, but they can’t crash on this 
sort of a hook up, be they ever so 
clever. 

The best, thing 
their group could do would be to 
pull this layout long enough to 
shape it up—paying for a special- 
ist’s services to be on the safe side 
—and making it presentable. Then 
they could go out after some money. 

Rush. 


this team and 


DOROTHY BYTON and CO. (6) 
Dances. 

20 Mins.; Full Stage (Special Cyc.) 
Bist St. (V-P) 

Dorothy Byton is always trying 
something new in dancing. Four 
years ago she had a classical] danc- 
ing turn. She then essayed some- 
thing different by working with a 
partner (Caird) in 1925. She jazzed 
that one up. 

Now she returns with a more pre- 
tentious effort; the dances are more 
elaborately staged ard real money 
has been invested in an arrange- 
ment which comes closer to the 
miniature production classification. 
It is not only an eyeful in a dancing 
way, but it dresses up a bill. 

Six girls who work along the Til- 
ler or Rasch style; they work hard, 
uniformly and harmoniously. Miss 
Byton stars and does the solo step- 
ping, a performance of standard 
class. 

Two of the girls go in for bends 
and splits. There is good variety in 
type of dances, all running to class 
until the fast finale, when the star 
and supporting dancers go to black 
bottom. Miss Byton puts this one 
over. ‘ 

The whole act is just as well suit- 
ed for the picture houses as vaude. 
It looks classy, and it’s both flashy 
and entertaining. The  clock-like 
Precision of the girls in their num- 
bers shows thorough training, and 
Miss Byton is a looker and of sym- 
metrical outline. Mark. 


FROLIC FOUR 
Dances and Songs 
13 Mins.; One 
5th Ave. (V-P) 

A quartette of young men fea- 
turing dances and one of the four 
doing most of the vocal work to his 
own uke accompaniment. 

The men open with stepping, taps 
being the specialty, with three boys 
doing some effective combo routin- 
ing. They wear straw hats and 
Tural garb, later changing to con- 
ventional attire for the finish. 

The man with the uke has a 
ballad alone; slows the act up. Two 
of the boys do a “Wooden Soldiers’ 
double dance neatly. 

Just another dancing turn. 

Mark. 


STATE 


(Vaude-Pcts) 






A right, tight, bright vaudevil) 
bill at the State this week Mary 
|Pickford’s “My Best Girl” as the 
flicker feature should lure them in 
despite the impending holidays. It 
is an all-around satisfactory show 
looking good on paper and playing 
better, and yet not up to the usu 
show cost, a necessary economical] 
move for the pre-holiday week. 

Van Cello and Mary. with their 


clever foot juggling, and the Gaud- 
|smith Brothers and their canines 
were perfect one-two dumb turns. 


Marvel and Co. (New Acts), with a 


VAUDEVILLE 


| able 


routine of gymnastic adagio | 

that clicked heavily New Acts) 
| After this the program routins« 
began to stagger, Edward Lambert 
shifting a notch ahead of Dave 
Apollon’s Revue as routined Lam- 
bert got off to a mild start but late, 
picked ip for a clicker New A } 

Dave Apollon flanks b a seven- 
piece Manila string or est and 
two clever dancers, Danzi Goodell 
und Lucretia Craig, offered a 
ful comb ition of R 
Straight stuff, wit At 
mentals and dar ng t ‘ T 
but with the girls giving hi a gor 
run for honors The music con 


bination 
Another 
Timbere 


also hit on the 
switch brought 
up from No. 7 to fifth 


flash terp routine were followed by | place, closing the intermission. and 
Walter Walters and Co. (New!a happy shift to bolster up comedy 
| Acts), with a comedy ventriloquial!on the first half. Timberge went 
turn. through his delicious routine of 
Keller Sisters and Lynch, nite! clowning with brother Sammy, in 
club favorites and vocal harmonists | troduced a neat crooner and hoofer 
}of unusual caliber, were the class.|in Barbara, did his usual shuftk 
Vincent Lopez, their sponsor, at | dance to previous good results and 
whose Casa Lopez the trio has been | at the tag brought out his young 
|a standard for more than a season, | 80n for a hoofing routine that sewed 
| made a personal appearance with| things up tight. 

ithe brtoher-sister act as a gesture of | Walter Huston, originally sched- 
|good will. | uled for the Timberg new spot, went 
| . Lopez graciously complimented | 0 after intermission and cleaned 
\the Kellers and Lynch after they| UP With “Character Cameos,” com- 
[had made their mark, which took | Prising bits from “The Barker” and 
jthe curse off any suggestion elo. Under the Elms,” former 
|American-flagging the act. Lopez egit vehicles for Huston, and in- 
did a specialty at the. piano, this | terspersing the bits with songs 


|extra contribution being something 
the customers didn’t anticipate, and, 


coming as good measure, it was 
heartily appreciated. . 
Closing was the Willie Creager 


Band, novelty among stage orches- 
tras, in that the clown conductor 


on his comedy pantomime thar 
| many a more prepossessing and lo- 
;qQuacious maestro can. Creager 
| wears goggles and has a funny mop 
lof unruly hair that fits the picture 
| perfectly. He uses no baton, 
ducting with his hands, and his ges- 
tures and mannerisms are mos#ex- 
pressive. Creager works semi-nut. 





| his style. 

| This band act has much beyond 
the average fancy array of crack 
instrumentation featured in contem- 
porary stage offerings, in that the 
comedy predominates and entertain- 
ment is the keynote in favor of in- 
tricate instrumentation... This is the 
more surprising considering Crea- 
ger’s fully established prowess in 
more serious departments. Abel. 


PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 
Programs don’t mean a thing any 
more in the few K-A houses 
tributing them. 





dis- 


The “subject to change” out h&#® 
smarted the general auditors in 
tearing them up and depending 


upon the enunciator which leaves 
open. to suspicion that the vaude 
theatres are merely using them for 
the advertising revenue or maybe 
to bewilder trade paper reviewers. 

Seems the bookers would know 


their trade ‘Bbufficiently to wunder- 
stand their acts and how to spot 
them before setting program copy. 


The current week’s Palace show 
was heavier with names than usual. 
The Duncan Sisters back for a re- 
peat within several weeks and Wal- 
ter Huston back from “The 
Barker” legit rating name billing, 
also Herman Timberg and his army 
of funmakers. 

This K-A house may not have as 
yet yielded to the silent drama, but 
it’s current line-up has certainly 
succumbed to dumb acts, 
three of them on this eight-act bill. 

Lottie Atherton, pacemaker of the 
silent contingent, opened with her 
familiar dancing act, the upside 
down clog and tap dancing up and 
down stairs the chief mainstays in 
putting it over. , 

Carol Inez and _ Richard 
(also silent) followed with 


Wyn 
a like- 





PAULSON SISTERS 
Acrobatics 
|7 Mins.; Two (Special) 
8ist St. (V-P) 

Nothing new about these girls as 
performers. It’s possible the com- 
bination may be comparatively re- 


cent, According to memory these 
women formerly worked with a 
male partner as the understander. 


Now one of the team does the lifts 
as the other flits around in 


the feminine hand-to-hand 
and the seven minutes consumed 
making a fair enough opener for the 
vaude houses. They were so placed 








here, Sid. 

| PAVAROFF-EUGENIA 

| Piano and Dance Recital 

111 Mins.; Full 

Keith’s (St. V.) Washington, D. C. 
First trip east and good for a 


touch of the artistic in any theatre. 
Pavaroff is a gifted pianist and has 


} shown wisdom in selecting his num- 
| 


bers. Each melody requires heavy 
| technique, but are known to the av- 
lerage theatregoer. 

Eugenia, a dainty miss does the 
| barefoot interpretive work. All very 
| pretty, high class and we ll done 

Meakin 


works strictly dumb and gets more | 


con- | 


| without once becoming eccentric in | 


spotting | 


ballet | 
flourishes between holds, bends, etc. | 

Both are in white, the oddity of | 
routine | 


Huston had no trouble in 
ing and holding them from 


register- 


walk-on 


to walk-off (New Acts). 
| The Duncan Sisters (Vivian and 
Rosita), repeating here, were the 


|} accredited headliners and regist« 
as such legitimately with 
vaude version of “Topsy and 
Opening with some clever 
chatter salvaged from their 
musical, the girls then went 
their harmony stuff, bettering 
} at the finish with more clown 
jin form of a burlesque on “Flora- 


re d 
their 
Eva.” 


into 
this 


|; dora Sextette.” The Duncan girls 
|} were 100 per cent. throughout and 
jcould easily have overplayed their 
time, but it was a late show. 

Mijares male duo of wire walker: 
land generally rating better spotting 
|than this closed and held most In, 
| possibly due to the plea of Vivian 
| Duncan that it was a good act and 
worth remaining for. 

A long show despite no one at- 


tempting to pad time or jockey for 
encores. The audience had become 
restless before the Duncans came 


on but recovered in their whirlwind 
of comedy and harmonizing. 
Edba. 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC 


(Vaude-Pcts) 


1 


| Jean Granese and the pair -of 
;comedians with her working from 
|the floor of the house, drew steady 
| roars of applause, practically the 
lonly act on the bill Monday night of 
sufficient strength to register to 
that extent. 

With the exception of the work 
among the audience, the Granese 


group is worthy picture house mu- 


terial. 

As an attempt at a song and 
dance revue Will Vodery’s Plan- 
Plantation orchestra (New Acts) 


are not quite there. All colored, this 
congregation of syncopators deliver 
some real hot stuff in their musical 
offerings. “But the hoofers and 
vocalists called on between num- 
bers are flat. The opening qu artet, 
with Billy Gray mentioned as the 
leader, finishes to inaudible returns. 

There’s one exception. Some 
dusky mama, whose name is lost 
beyond the 10th row after it leaves 
Vodery’s lips, walked on and sang 
the customers into a high fever. 
The way that girl churns her ton- 
sils and airs her pipes, crooning and 
howling and almost crying in the 
frenzy of coon melody, is a treat 
for music-hardened ears. All Vod- 
ery needs with his well organized 
band is this girl for three or four 
numbers. The rest of his gang serve 
only to slow up the fast, smoothly- 
running tempo and should be rou- 
tined on a flashier scale. 

“The Roundelay” (New 
with Joe Mach, Jr., and an 
batic dancer, created little interest 
in No. 3. 

In the opening spot La Fleur and 
Portia, acrobats, don't stay long, 
but sold themselves on three bits, 
any one of which could serve 4s a 
climaxer for the usual monotonous 
acrobatic routine. This pair had 
sense enough to get down to essen- 
| tials. 

Browning and Braken, blackface 
comedians, flounder through with 
‘materia! that hasn't a chance 
of it is so well known that the wise- 


Acis), 


acro- 





Some 


'eracking members in the audience 
|wére telling the answers 
| Burke and Burke, another pair 
trying to get laughs without the 
material. 

“Miss America of 1927" (New 
Acts), died. A cornfed pr no 
one of the few beautis eve picked 
| W hose face is on a pati with the 
rest of her, she looks and registé 


30 below. If someone could onl; 
put some into this girl :s 
burn them up in their seats on ap 


PeCaT al.ce 


ife 


| “Better Days” feature flicks 
fearried Dorothy Vevyore in big st 
; Business good. 


comedy | 
legit | 


stuff | 


of 


REVIEWS 


AMERICAN 
(Vaude-Pcts) 
grade of pop 


ts 10OW ce med) here is 


If this audiencs 


shop 
that peddles it. and this is 
year Fight 


rometimes ad 


week 
t} 


tre 


lass entertain 
clientele the 
ing is so utterly in- 
pop layout as ro- 
ist comed but here types are 
ig} Three 


as 


not 
man 
man 
and as it 
making 


“und W n m taiking turns W 
lner . ess trot sue 
ippens three men con 


their entrance waving a lily 

Anyhow the crowd laughed con- 
tinuously and betw too much 
and not enough, the former 
outweighs the latter by a wide mar- 
min. 

John Olms 
girl 
showy 
Olms 


as een 


hoke 


and Co., magician and 
atin opened Good 
specialty with a novel twist. 
manipulates watches instead 
and works rather compli- 


sphere, 


coins 


cated illusions involving clocks. The 


two 
all 
from an apparently empty 


the 


score clos 


finale is production 
gy and 


with their 


of maybe 
little and 

alarms, 
box. The 


ks, bi 


screaniing 
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Jimmie Barry was given the over- 
powering assignment of providing 





|} a laugh-hungry audience with a ra- 
tion of giggles ample for an entire 
evening. The Barrys are a stand- 
ard turn but altogether too quiet 
and legitimate in method to lift a 
variety show as heavy as this one 
onto its feet. 
There was some minor mirth in 
Gus Edwards’ Ritz-Carlton Revue, 
ut at o time did the clients get a 
7 to vibrate the stomach 
t scles Hience the show and the 
\ ing we a flop 
An Artistic Ty t p n< act, 
opened following the customary 
Keith-Albee “treat,” those Fable 
| things Frank Jerome and Evelyn 
| proved in seven minutes that they 
belong in the front rank of sensa- 
tional acrobatic and endurance 
dancers. The man somersaults with 
his head as a hinge. an applause- 
getter and the act's highlight. 
| Fxldie Miller and Frank J. Cor- 
bett were popular. Their opening 
lyrics announce a resolution, hardly 
heroic, to pick all the song hits from 
| the $5.50 shows and bring them to 
| 50-cent top vaudeville (Riverside is 
| 75e). They plan, at®cording to the 
| lyrics, to devote themselves to this 
|} peculiar form of public service in- 
| definitely. 
| The Yacopi Troupe, circus act, 
| closed the first half preceding an 
entirely superfluous’ intermission 
| with the ald of which six acts are 


stretched into qa full evenine’s show. 
The second “half’ of the show con- 
sisted of Gus Fdwards and his more 


' or less juvenile company) 


mechanism is fairly transparent, 
but the flash is there. Good looking 
Amazonian girl does one or two} 
illusions, but principally dresses 


stage. An opener, but a good one, 
Rialto Trio are three Tuxedo-ed 

singers, working after the semi- 

comedy quartet style Nice robust 


vol es 
of 


like 


fesque “nance” 


spotting, 


for harmony. Elaborate idea 
all three singing “O Sole Mio” 
grand opera stars, and then 
Harry Lauder in kilts. All 
up. Parody medley of old songs for 
finish. House took ‘em to their 
hearts. The American boys are 
practically all members of street 
corn quartets the ives. 
Wormser and Keating are 


mst 


gro- 


Great 


ricts, 


woman. buffoonery for 
rural dist but rather too un- 
polished for so near Times Square, 
Man has one funny trick of starting 
nervously as though he expected to 
be kicked from behind, but the talk 
is pure dumbbell. Woman looks well 
in flashing frock and sings accept- 
ably, besides doing the feeding. 


Clara DeVine, Ralph Fielder and 
Co. (New Acts) with revue number 
are from burlesque with all that 


means in merit and handicap. 
Gilbert Wells was not so lucky in 
working while they were 


|; Walking back from intermission. He 


| 
| 
| 


|if the 


| 


has toned down his self-satisfied 
manner and now makes first rate 
appeal on the quiet personality type 
What he does sorely need is talk 
material. Any single who pulls the 
“Afraid the lawyer would ask me 
lantern was lit” gag in the 
late half a bill is begging the ques- 
tion. Wells could tell negro stories 
if he had 'em. He has the natural 
dialect. For the rest his raggy, 
blues songs,are thoroughly agree- 


able and his dancing sightly. Works 


in tux and gets with 
single turn. 

Andy and Louise Barlowe rode in 
ona wave of approval. This couple 


away polite 


are up and coming. Girl is neat 
|trick and a pip of a stepper and 
more than that she has the gift of 





| 
| 
| 


character humor. Her tough girl 
has wit, humor and a certain brazen 
fidelity. Boy looks the tough but 
subdued suitor, but it is the sparkle 
of the vital girl that builds the act. 
This is the pair’s third or fourth 
routine and each one has marked 
progress. They are about ready for 
some billing prominence, 

Demarest and Deland next, to 
closing. Good arrangement of red 
nose piano player and good looking, 
strikingly dressed girl. They get a 


good deal out of the combination, 
| partly on the score of the girl's good 
llooks and her really fine voice. 
Plenty of low comedy. Open with 
girl in misfit gown doing burlesque 
concert singer, with man travesty 
|accompanist. Go into erisp cross- 


fire punctuated with laughable low 
comedy business of interrupting 
| singer in solo, falla, ete. Man is 
there with the ivories and gets 
much comedy out of the piano key- 
board 

Three Victors closed; two 
straight acrobatic workers in hand 
to hand ,and usual “Patsy” comic 


iwho also 


] acts as understander in 
into hand-to-hand 


Clean-cut gymnas- 


throws and leaps 
by top mounter 


hoked | 


The seat holders extended as far 
back as R. 
5TH AVE. 


(Vaude-Pct) 
Even with the old 5th Avenue scale 
slashed the show Monday night was 
no bargain anywhere in the house, 


| One act after another depended on 


dancing, mostly taps, and it sure 
|; sounded taps for the show. 
The old 5th Avenue'’s solid com- 


farther 
and straight singing | 
the | 











munity clientele seems to have gone 
uptown for its entertain- 


ment. It looks like a new patron- 
age now. But it can't be much to 
brag about when the house has to 


cut the prices. 

The Variety Sextette opened. Act 
does well in spots but slows up here 
and there. A fast tempo just be- 
fore.the getaway helps a lot. The 
Frolic Four (New Acts) followed 
with more dancing and songs. 

Abbot and Bisland (New Acts) 
turned loose the first comedy of the 
evening and it was a pushover for 
Abbot with his low buffopnery. Ann 
Butler and Hal Parker ‘wisecracked 
with Miss Butler pulling new gags 
and using hér sympathetic voice to 
advantage on two straight numbers. 

Scott Sanders (New Acts) Scotch 
character actor, made a speech tell- 
ing how a great ambition had keen 
realized in his coming to this coun- 
try after mary years of stage serv- 
ice on the other side. 


The Four Girton Girls closed the 
show. They are as peppy and noisy 
as ever. Their bike work is still the 
piece de resistance, with some of 
the reckless stuff proving a life 
saver, 

On the screen, “The Wise Wife” 
(deMille-Pathe). Mark. 


DECIDING BY COST 


(Continued from page 1) 
would call for a mythical show and 
have an actor doubling as Ziegfeld. 

This latter story was written by 
Wilson Mizner and Bernard Glazier, 
with the continuity by Sprague. 

Were the old version used it has 
an overhead of $306,000 and would 
require at least another $400,000 to 


make and take a troupe to New 
York. 

The Glazier-Minzer version is 
said to be more satisfactory to the 
Paramount officials, as it looks 
right for Clara Bow, who would 
be starred in it. 

This picture could be made for 
around $300,000 on the coast. Para- 


mount figures it would be easier to 
charge off the $300,000 already ex- 
pended on the picture's prepara- 
tion than to make it with the Zieg- 


feld atmosphere. 

In that case the picture would 
have to gross at least $1,250,000 be- 
fore any profit. 

Paramount has sold the picture 
to the exhibitors and say if going 
ahead with the original version, it 
could not show one million dollars 
on the screen in this production, 
physically, but if it were to do the 
| other version with the Bow name 
it would mean a great deal more 
than the lo the would sustain 
in setting aside the original ver- 
ion and keeping the « down to 


tie exhibition, but no showmanship 
ind little real comedy in turn 
Rush. 
RIVERSIDE 
(St. Vaude) 

Customers at tne upper Broadway 
outpe ol “big time” are treated to} 
ix acts of an unsurpassed collective 
dullness this week. It is a paradox 
of the art of laying out a show tl 
rood act can make a poor bill 
Suc} s the instance under review 

Each act in its department po: 
essed merit and contributed enter 
tainment, but the bill itself wa 
heavy as a Christmas pudding and 
earrying the simile a step furthe 
had a tendens to produce awn 

The explanat on p obably i in 
I ty of comedy. To M 


iround $300,000 would warrant a 
wholesome profit. 

In case the original version lke 
made Louise Brooks will p! the 
glorified Ziegfeld girl. 

M st. C r has been a ened 
to ¢ but it 3 | ely t vith 

hance be ¢ a 
‘ either Il) Argne oy! 
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38 VARIETY 
DES MOINES, IA.; NEW ORLEANS 
PRESENTATIONS—BILLS _ Canttel (17) | Saenger (2) 
Publix Unit Publix Unit 
THIS WEEK (December 19) Dance Caprice Banjomaaia 
5 4 _ = Margaret Ball 
NEXT WEEK (December 26) ae Morgan & Stone 
Crandell & Morley poe Sis 
DETROIT, MICH. | Limberiegs 
Shows carrying numerals such as (18) or (19) indicate opening this Capitol (18) Eddie Hill 
week on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. For next week (25) or (26) stein rite OMAHA, NER. 
with split weeks also indicated by dates. Sehn Quiles Riv an 


Pictures 


BERLIN 
Barberina 


Roussanova & D 
Bea Zoltana 
Irmgardt Borch'rdt 
Iris White 

Elli Glassner 
Baby Benders 
Tera Guinch 
Christiane & Durch 
Otto Clemente 

H Andre 


Columbia 
Jonny van Hall 
Eugenie Garry 
Dewitz Sis 
Norman & Olsen 
Eddy Burks 
Kremolina & D 
Richard Golde 
Enoch Light Bd 


Florida 
Armando'a & E 
Jack Procter 
Tatjana Golnikoff 
Ernest & Yvonne 





Apollo 
Tre-Ki 

Tamara & Roberts 
Duncan Dogs 
Frehel 

J Palmer 

Ystaries Bros 
Miss Dora 
Jacqueline Myrelle 
Chaumel 

Charley M & P 
Mouszorsky 4 
Holls Bros 


Casino De Paris 


Maurice Chevalier 
Jack Forester 
Miss Florence 
Pasquali 

“Therese Dorny 
Danielle Bregis 
Tiller’s Girls 
Horam & Myrtil 
Germaine Franvils 
Bach 

Steading Sis 
Diana & Meret 
Charlotte Martens 
Pierre Meyer 
Helle Nice 
Suzette O'Nil 
Rocky 2 

Andreas & Derris 
Pau: Gason Bd 


Empire 





Grock 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Splinters Rev 


HACKNEY * 
Empire 
The Neverworks 


LONDON 
Alhambra 
Sammy Shields 
Syd Roy Co 
Aileen Stanley 
Lily Morris 
A C Astor 
Stannli & Douglas 
The Asras 


Coliseum 
Dorrie Dene 
Dolin & Nemch'ova 
Coram 
Norman Long 
Rudinoff 
Clifford & Grey 


Victoria Palace 
Ann Penn 
Billie Bennett 
4 Harmony Kings 
Williams & Taylor 
Victoria Girls 
Hans Graf Co 
J'H Scotland 


include in classification picture policy 
presentation as adjunct. 


GERMANY 
Month of December 


Metropol 
Wiesenthal 
Claire Waldoff 
Lotte Kauer 
Klara Karry 


Scala 


Fratellinis 
Hiawathas 
4 Urbanis 


Andalusia & H 


Glen Ellyn 
Clark 

Lowskaia 
Baranoffs 

Bert Erol 
Martha Western 


Wintergartea 
Jackson & Lawler 
Cortini 
Creole Rev 
4 Fellows 
Perzina 
Margwill 
Balleol & Merten 
Madeleine Harrison 
Williams Bonos 


PARIS 
Week of December 19 


Barbette 

Flying Banvards 6 
Se 3 

Canto 

Pierre Bayle 

C & R Zenga 


Medrano 


Mme Concetta 
Mauricius 3 

Hesse Busch Horses 
Moh ben Smain 10 
Walter & Gers 
Cairoli & Porto 
Brietbart 

White & White 
Oreas 

Reinach $ 

Mme Gauthier 
Karl Hesse ~- 


Olympia 
Wanda Wiener 
Maurice Roget 
Jane Marceau 
Micheline Grandier 
Novia 
Li'tan Helten 
Canadians 
Pierrotys 
Spartacus 
Mysterious Ball 
Roselios 
Ernesto Co 
Artons 6 
Max & Maurice 
Atlantis 
Gloria Maravillas 


LONDON 
Week of December 19 


Harry Hemsley 
26) 
Bransley & 
GH Elliott 
Carl Hyson Co 
Peggy Harris 
Victoria Girls 
Splendid Ptnr 
Steve Bartle 
Hamilton Conrad 
Doris Helen 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
i. & S Shields 
Fyne & Hurley 
Dolly E seworthy 
2 Bobs 
Fletchers Bd 
les Stadium 


SHEPH'D’'S 
Empire 
Mackey's Bd 
Houston Sis 
Nat Mille & B 
Tribollo & Smiles 
The Niagaras 
Jack Stocks 
Revnell & West 
Welsh Miners 4 


STRATFORD 
Kmpire 
Moulin Rouge Rev 


W'ms 





PROVINCIAL 


ENGLAND 
ABERDEEN DUNDEE 
HH, M, Kings 
Sunny Rev Doyle Carte Opera 
ARDWICK GREEN GLASGOW 
Empire Alhambra 
The Police Force The Desert Song 
BIRMINGHAM Empire 
Kmptire Toots & Ptnr 
Laugh Mixture Rev/| Eddie Bayes 
‘ i Tier & Ross 
G The Denietris 
Orders Is Orders Joe Termini 
BRADFORD HANLEY 
eran Grand 
pune Vases Ge Too Many Cooks 
BRISTOL HULL 
pane Palace 
Contrasts Rev League Neighbors 
CHATHAM LEEDS 
mperia 
Hong Kong Tr Home Comforts Rv 
CHISWICK LEICESTER 
Empire Palace 
Ask Baccles Go Rev 





An asterisk (*) before name sigrifies act is new to city, doing a new 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 


with vaudeville or 





BUSH 





‘ > 
MANCHESTER PORTSMOUTH 
Hippodrome Royal 
Jose Collins The Blue Ray 
Thorpe Bates SALFORD 
Lorch Family Palace 
Albert Whelan Surprises Rev 
Pierrotys . 
Wilson Hallett SOUTHSEA 
Jack Browning Kings 
Tambo & Tambo Royal Italian Cir 
NEWPORT SWANSEA 
Empire Empire 
Piccadilly Rev Brownbirds Rev 
NOTTINGHAM WOOD GREEN 
Empire Empire 
Pontoon Rev Whole Town Talk’g 
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WANTED 


TOE and BALLET 
DANCERS 


PICT URE. THEATRE 
PRESENTATIONS 


immediate and Permanent 
Engagements 


Apply CARL McBRIDE 
ALF T. WILTON 


INCORPORATED 


Bryant 2027-8 














Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (17) 
Mme Bisa Stralia 

William Robyn 
Joy Sweet 
Joseph Martel 
Joyce Coles 
Ewen Hail 

Cap Bal Corps 
Walt Roesner Bd 
Bailey & Barnum 
Kim & Ross 
Rhythm 3 
Chester Hale Girls 
“The Lovelorn” 


Paramount (17) 
Foster Girls 
Leonora Cori 
Masse & Dietrich 
Douglas Burley 
Helen McFarland 
Clifton & DeRex 
“Serenade” 


(24) 


Don Vocal 4 
Stella Stepanofft 
M Dodny 

“Gay Defender” 


Rialto (17) 
Pau! Bhrenfels 
Paul Farber 
4 Aristocrats” 
“We're in the Air’ 


Rivoli (17) 
Gilda Gray Co 
Helene Denizon 
Rivoli Ens 
“Devil Dancer’ 


Roxy (17) 
Harold VanDuzee 
Miss Waneyo 
Maria Gambarelli 
Beatrice Belkin 
Lillian LaTonge 
Cath LuEyeles 
Bert Mathews 
‘Girl from Chicago’ 


Strand (17) 
Fania Davidson 
6 Jolly Jesters 
6 Tivoli Girls 
Night Club Boys 
“Man Crazy” 


CHICAGO, ILL. 

Chicago (19) 

H L Spitainy Bd 

“Her Wild Oat’’ 
Harding (19) 

Al Belasco Bd 

Bob LaSalle 

Hutchings & H 

Babe Carter 

‘2 Arabian Knights’ 


Norshore (18) 


Al Kvale Bd 
‘Breakfast Sunrise’ 


Oriental (19) 
Paul Ash Bd 
Mark Fisher 
“In Old Kentucky” 


Senate (19) 
Sammy Kahn Bd 
Bayes & Speck 
Baby Johnson 
Janton Sis 
Adalaide Kirkhoff 
‘2 Arabian Knights’ 


Tivoli (19) 
Bennie Krueger Bd 
“Man Woman Sin" 

Uptewn (19) 


Frank Masters Bd 
“Man Woman Sin” 





Shean-Phillips & A 


ATLANTA, GA. 
Howard (17) 
Publix Unit 
Victor Artists 
Irving Talbot 
Peerless 4 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (19) 


Paul Whiteman Bd 
“In Old Kentucky” 


Rivoli (10) 


Moran & Feldkamp 
“Home Made” 


Stanley (19) 
Walter C Kelly 
8 Stanley Bon-Bons 
“French Dressing” 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (17) 
Mae Murray Co 
Joseph Griffith 
Virginia Johnson 
Pietro Diero 

Born & Lawrence 


State (19) 
Yale Collegians 
Don Lyndon 
Thelma Farman 
Bert Darrell 
“In Old Kentucky” 


BUFFAIA, N., Y¥. 
Buffalo (17) 
Annual Publix Rev 


Alex Hyde Gang 
“Gay Defender” 


Great Lakes (18) 
LaRosarita Ens 
The Sightsecers 
Gretchen Nighton 
"Wreck of Hesper’s’ 


Lafayette (18) 
Jean Starr 
Phil Spitalny Bd 
Record Boys 
Richard & Church 
Georgia Howard 
Gilroy & Stanton 
‘Judgment of Hills’ 


CLEVELAND, 0. 
Allen (18) 


Rubinoft Co 
“Wild Geese” 
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DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1580 Broadway, New York 
Bet. 46th and 47th Sts. 


This Week: 
BARRY WALSH; JOE and ERNIE VAN 











Florence Brady 
R & A Boylan 
‘Good Time Ch'rt’y’ 


Michigan (18) 
Del Delbridge Ce 
Nina Hinds 
Pearl Leonard 
Ross & Gilbert 
4 Carrs 
Kikutas Japs 
Lew Fink 
‘‘Serenade” 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Worth (17) 

Publix Unit 

Way Out West 

Kendall Kapps 

Lang & Voelk 

Hilda Ramson 

Holly Hall 

Mooney & Ch'chill 

Sorel Girls 

Jack Powell 


HOUSTON, TEX. 

Metropolitan (17) 
Publix Unit 
Gypsyland 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (18) 
Grace Doro 


LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (16) 

Gene Morgan Bd 

Irving Lee 

EB Carpenter 

Joe Graham 

“No Place to Go” 


Carthay Circle 
(Indef.) 

Carli Elinor Orch 
Laughliin’s Lights 
The Glorias 
The Californians 
J Frederick & M 
Neta Lorraine 
Bert Prival 
Marion Gabney 
David Durant 
Aber & Clark 
Don Thrailkill 
Leonard St Leo 
Kosloff’s Bal 
“Sunrise” 


Chinese (Indef.) 
Argentine Nights 
Minevitch Orch 
Gaucho Marimbas 
Samuel Tedraza 
White & Manning 
Mariano Del Gado 
Triana & Ant’nette 
“The Gaucho" 


Egyptian (16) 
Lynn Cowan Orch 
Cliff Nazarro 
John Maxwell 
Jinette Bruce 
Ballet of Giris 
“We're in the Air’ 


2 


Publix Unit 
Jerry 
Bernard & Henry 
Ernie & Fisher 
Foster Girls 
Fiyin’ High 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (18) 
Sylvia Pollock 
Henry & Fauer 
Larry Reilly Co 
Gosier & Lusby Rv 
‘Clancy's Wedding’ 
Fox (18) 
Dixte Hamilton 
Max Fisher Orch 
Fr & J Hubert 
“St Elmo” 
Stanley (18) 
Littlefield’s Sparks 
Fi'sh's fr'm D'cel’d 
Cath Littlefield 
Paul Mathis 
“Gay Defender” 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Grand (19) 
Whitey K’'fm'n Or 
“We're in the Air” 
Penn (18) 
Dave Harman Orch 
Murray & Allen 
Lioyd & Brice 
Capitol 4 
Charles Gregory 
16 Debutantes 
“Love” 


PR’VIDENCE, &.I. 
Fay’s (19) 
Carnival of Venice 
Johnny Barry Co 

Sully & Thomas 
Hall-Ermaine & B 
Bioom & Sher 
Liaseed Tr 
“Temptation” 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Coronada 
2d half (22-24) 


Prosper & Merit. 
Markell & Faun 
ROCK ISL’D, ILL. 
Ft. Armstrong (18) 
Anna Chang 

Breen Bros 
Johany Duna 


SAN ANTONIO 
Texas (17) 
Publix Unit 
Tokio Blues 
The Mayakos 
Geo Hirose 
C H Kuma 
Willie Sotar 
SAN FRANCISOO 
Califernia (16) 
Gino Severi Bd 
“Helen of Troy” 
Granada (17) 
Frank Jenks Bd 














226 West 47th 


Direction MARK J. LEDDY 


| DOUGLAS BURLEY 


JOHN MURRY "ANDERSON’S 


“HIGH LIGHTS” 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, N. ¥. C. 
NOW 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Americaa 

ist half (26-26) 
Ruby Latham 2 
Murphy Bros 
Franklin & D'al'vy 
Marone & LaCosta 
3 Abbey Sis 
Walter Walters Co 
Burns & Burchill 
The Andressens 

2a half (29-1) 
Mimi Rollins 
Smith & Allman 
Melodians 
Pease & Nelson Co 
Collins & Peterson 
(Three to fill) 


Boulevard 


ist half (26-28) 
Gaynor & Byror 
Mimi Rollins 
Stanley & Quinette 
Zelaya 
Florence Hedges 

2d half (29-1) 
Aerial Smiths 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Anthony & Rogers 
Marone & LaCosta 
(One to fill) 


Commodore 


ist half (26-28) 
Musical Roweliys 
Diek Ryan 
Ed Wilson Co 





Frank D'Amore Co 


Buck & Bubbles 
Fleeson & Folsom 
Morris & Shaw 
Shaw & Carroll Rv 
(One to Gil) 


Victoria 


ist half (26-28) 
Evans & Perez 
Konosan 
Morton & Brower 
Anatole Friedland 

2d haif (29-1) 
Lottie Atherton 
3 Abbey Sis 
Mildred Livingstoa 
Gaudsmith Bros 
(One to fill) 


BROOKLYN 
Bedford 


let half (26-28) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Bigelow & Lee 
Frank Taylor Co 
Sammy Duncan 
Helen Higgins Co 

2a half (29-1) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Mae Francis 
Brooks & Nace 
Marino & Martin 
Moonlight Fantasy 


Gates Ave. 
Ist half (26-28) 
3 Reddingtons 
Eddie Selwyn 
G Yoeman & liszie 











St. Suite 901 





Loew's ‘State (16) 
Kolb & Dill 
(Others to fill) 
Metropolitan (15) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Varsity Idea 
U of C Glee Club 
Leda Roverti 
“Spring Fever” 
Million Dollar (15) 
Leo Forbstein Bd 
“Helen of Troy’’ 
MINNEAPOLIS 
State (18) 
Geo Washington 





Geo Boyce 


Helene Hughes 

Roy Smoot 

Altes & Darling 

Vivian Fay 

Emily & Romaine 

Glen Goff 

“College Widow” 

St. Francis (17) 

M Brambilla Bd 

“Stark Love” 
Warfield (17) 

Al Lyons Bd 

Ear! Lee 

3 Bad Boys 

San Fran Beauties 

“Man Crazy” 

WASH’GTON, D.C. 





Earle (25) 





LYONS & LYONS 
ay Intimate Chats “ye 
Auditions 
Talent is interviewed 
daily between 3-5 p. m. 


Our 
Mr. 
this 


new “find 


general 
Burt Cortelyou, 
in charge. Phone 
him for an 
ment, be may 


manager, 
has 


appoint- 
be the 


LYONS & LYONs #=== 


eases | 








Australian Waites 
(One to fill) 
d half (29-1) 

Summers 2 

O'Neill Sis 

Mischa Applebaum 
Stutz & Bingham 
Evelyn Phillips Co 
(One to fill) 


Delancey St. 
Ist half (26-28) 


Aerial Smitha 
Mohr & Watkins * 
Beeman & Grace 
Coogan & Casey 
Margie Hayes Rev 
(One to fill) 
Chas McGoods Ce 
lee & Bergere 
s Bernard Co 
onovan & Lee 
LaFollette Co 
(One to fill) 


Grand 
Ist half (26-28) 


John Olms Co 
Gilbert Wella 
Mabel Taliaferro 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Oscar Stang Orch 


2a half (29-1) 
Harrison's Cir 
Moran & Warner 
Cook & Oatman 
Demarest & Deland 
Flo Hedges Co 


Greeley Sq. 

ist half (26-28) 
Lottie Atherton 
Jack McCowan 
Marks & Ethel 
5 Maxellos 
(Two to fill) 

2d haif (29-1) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Ryan & Elinore 
Foster & Peggy 
Beeman & Grace 
Frank Taylor Co 
Margie Hayes Rev 


Lincoln Sq. 

lst half (26-28) 
Clark Sis 
Brooks & Nace 
Bert Lewis 
Royal Pekin Tr 
(One to fill) 

2d half (29-1) 
Evans & Perez 
A & L Barlowe 
Jimmy Pinto Co 
Rehan & Fay 
(One to fill) 


National 


Billy Glason 
Erma Powell Co 
(Three to fill) 











Harry Tighe 
Bobby Jones 
Marion Sweet 
Harmony Boys 
Cohn & DePinto 

‘2 Arabian Knights’ 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (17) 

Publix Unit 
Joy Bells 
Joe Parsons 
Olga Morselll 
Roma Bros 
Charlotte Arrens 
Mascagno Dancers 
Douglas Wright Co 
Seotty Weston 


DENVER, COL. 
Denver (17) 
Publix Unit 





Branford (17) 


Charley Melson 
Marty Beck's Boys 
Maurie Leaf 
Williams & Ross 
Peggy O'Nell 
Bernard & Gould 


2 Melody Belles 
Henry Marshall 
Edyth Murray 


“Mme Pompadour” 


Mosque (17) 
Eddie Elkins Co 
Milton Dougias 
Allan Walker 
Frank Duke 
Dolly Sterling 
Bubbles Shelby 
Bienda Ranson 
Peggy Wagner 
Harry Davis 





Making Movies 


*‘W'm'n to Another’ 





Dan Breeskin Sym 
Restivo 
Vale & Stewart 


Fox (18) 


Sweethearts Co 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Movietone 

“Honor First”’ 


Palace (17) 
Friediand’s Rev 
Wesley Eddy 
C Harriman Pres 
“Women on Trial’’ 

(24) 
Fred Martin 
Bell & Coates 
Wesley Eddy 
Ernest Charles 
6 Tivoli Girls 
8 Palace Rockets 
Palace Sym 





“My Best Girl” 





WHEN JACK L, LIPSHUTZ ueuneies 
PLAYING FINISH 
PHILADELPHIA TAILOR 908 Walnut St. SATURDAY 
Park (18), NEWARK, N. J. ) Ra Hayman Pres | 24 half (29-1) 


Violet Ray & N 
Coogan & Casey 
Zelaya 

Parker Babb Orch 
(One to fill) 


Orpheum 

ist half (26-28) 
Paul Brachard Tr 
Frank Whitman 
Cook & Oatman 
Mitdred Livingston 
Robey & Mitchell 
LaFollette Co 

2d half (29-1) 
Australian Waites 
Eddie Selwyn 
Bert Gordon Co 
Vera Kingston 
Erma Powell Co 
(One to fill) 


State (28) 
Maxime 





Sam Wooding Orch 
(One to fill) 

2d half 
John Olms Co 
Jim Reynolds 
Anatole Friedland 
(One to fill 


Molba 

ist half (26-28) 
Jos Bernard Co 
Grant & Rosalie Or 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (29-1) 
Beth Marsh 
Jack Janis Co 
Penny-Reed & Gold 
Paut Brachard Tr 
(Two to fill) 


Metropolitan (26) 
Kitaro Japs 
Lydia Harris 
Harry Hayden Co 
Burns & Kane 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
Geo Shelton Co 


Oriental 
ist half (26-28) 
3 Golfers ” 
Jim “Reynolds 
Hal Beck Girls 
Demarest & Deland 
Braille Pollo Orch 
2d half (29-1) 
Tiebor’s Seals 
Fein & Tennyson 
Walter Walters Co 
Frank Mullane Co 
Jack Donnelly Rev 


Palace 


ist half (26-28) 
Summers 
Cynthia & Claire 
Bert Gordon Co 
Vera Kingston 
Evelyn Phillips Co 
2d ha'f (29-1) 
Dick Ryan 
N & W St Clair 
Frank D'Amore Co 
B'rn‘dine DeGrave 
(One to fill) 


Premier 

lst haif (26-28) 
Tiebor's Seals 
Mae Francis 
Jack Janis Co 
Moran & Warner 
Janet Adler Bd 

2d half (29-1) 
Clark Morrell Co 
Poor Old Jim 
Robey & Mitchell 
Royal Pekin Tr 
(One to fill) 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (26) 
Page &.Class 
Smith & Strong 
Tin Types 
Royal Gascoignes 
Bronson & Renee 
BAY RIDGE, N.Y. 
Loew's 
Ist half (26-28) 
Lou Rel'a Co 


Clark Morrell Co 
Poor Old Jim 


Jimmy Pinto Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (29-1) 
Frank LaDent Co 


Toney Gray Co 
Billy Glason 
Helen Higgins Co 
(One to fill) 
B’RM’GHAM, ALA. 
Temple (26) 
Paul Nolan 
Stanley & Kearns 
Rodero & Maley 
I. nd'n Palace Girls 
T Christian Bd 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (26) 
White's Dogs 
J & B Morgan 
Page & Shaw 


Lydia Barry 
Rainbow Reveiries 


BUFFAIA, N. Y¥. 
State (26) 

Mitkus 2 

Peronne & Oliver 

Malia Bart Co 

Herbert Clifton 

Bob Brandies Or 


* CANTON, O. 
Loew's 

ist half (26-28) 
France & LaPell 
Francis Ross &DuR 
Smith & Hart 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Harry Girard Co 

2d half (29-1) 
Montambo & Nap 
Henry & F'nsworth 
Al Lester Co 
Mary Haynes 
Shura DeVries Co 


CLEVELAND, O. 
State (26) 
Little Pippifax 
T & A Waldman 
Lester Lane Co 
Scott Bros & V'rn'n 
Ruth Bider 


COLUMBUS, 0. 
Broad (26) 
Elly Co 
Castleton & Mack 
The Little Liar 
Emil Boreo 
Guiran & M’'guerite 


CORONA, L. I. 
Plaza 

ist half (26-28) 
Chas McGoods Co 
Elsie Huber 
Saxton & Farrell 
Anthony & Rogers 
B'rn'rdine DeGrave 

2d half (29-1) 
8 Golfers 
Frank Peg Jones 
Geo Fredericks Co 
Van & Vernon 
Silver Toes 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Melba (26) 
4 Hartinis 
Packard & Dodge 
Nellie Arnaut Bros 
Herb Williams Co 
Kiddie Rev 


DETROIT, MICH. 
State (26) 
Dixon Riggs 3 
Primrose 4 
Meredith & Snoozer 
Natcha Nattova Co 
Faber & McIntyre 
Chas Ahearn Co 


EV’NSVILLE, IND. 
Tivoli 
Ist half (26-28) 
Margie Clifton 
Vincent O'Donnell 
Odiva 
Jock McKey 
Senorita Alcaniz Co 
2d half (29-1) 
Ella LaVail 
Healy & Garnella 
Empire Comedy 4 
Allen & Norman 
Leach Warwick Bd 


HOBOKEN, N. Jd. 
Lyrie 
ist half (26-28) 
2 Pals 
Farrell & Chadwick 
Walsh & Clark 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (29-1) 
Cassaza Sis 
(Others to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (26) 
Carl Schenck 


Co 





——_— 
Jack Housch Ce 


Sharon Ste, phen 

' 3 
Carney & Jean Ce 
Jan Garber Orch 


JAMAICA, 1, 1 


Hillside 
Ist half (26-28) 
3 Westergards 
Toney Gray Go 
Bobby Hens} awc 
LAeut Gitz Rice Ce 
(One to filly 


2d haif (29-1) 


3 Reddingtons 
Konosan 
Mabel Taliaf erro 


Montrose & Nace 
Sam Wooding Orch 


MEMPHIS, TENN, 
State (26) 
Howard Girls 
DuFor Boys 
Wally Sharples Go 
L & M Wilson 
Lew Wilson Gang 


MONTREAL, CAN, 
Loew's (26) * 
4 Karreys 
Jee Roberts 
Renard & West 
Margaret Young 
Leonora’s Jewelg 
(One to fill) 


NEWARK, N., 4, 
State (26) 
4 LaMonts 
Doris Nirdlinger 
Masters & Grace Ce 
Jean Granese Co 
Perry Mansfield Co 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (26) 
Robbins 3 
Bernard & Krang 
Golden Bird 
Harry Breen 
Primrose Minstrels 


NORFOLK, VA, 
State (26) 


Emilons 

Hazel Crosby Ce 
Nat C Haines Co 
Coulter & Rose 
Marvel Co 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Aldine (26) 


Joe Fanton Co 
Hart Wagner & L 
Steele & Winslow 
Burt & Rosedale 
Seabury Swor Orch 
PR’VIDENCE, BR.L 
Carlton (26) 
Clown Rev 
Boardman & R’wi'a 
Ulis & Clark 
Lew Kelly Co 
Walter Fehl Co 


TORONTO, CAN, 
Loew's (26) 
Catherine Sinciair 

Tom & Jerry 
Barr Mayo & R 
Ruth Roye 
Hortick’s Ens 


WOODHAV'N, 
Willard 
ist half (26-28) 
Harrison's Cir 
Frank Peg Jones 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Donovan & lee 
Moonlight Fantasy 
2a half (29-1) 
Larimer & Hudsoa 
Murphy Bros 
Geo Yoeman & 
Marks & Ethel 
Braille & Pollo Or 


LL 











EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 


1632 B'way. at 50th St.. N. Y City 














Loew Western 








CHICAGO, LLL. 
Avalon (19) 
Buddy Fisher Bd 
Pisano & Landau 
Rector & Cooper 

Vitaphone 


Capitol (19) 
Husk O'Hare Bd 
Empire Com 47 
Colby & Murphy 
Vitaphone 


Granada (19) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Uyenos Japs 
Raymond Eisman 
Evans & Evans 
Irwin Sis 
Vitaphone 

Marbro (19) 
Ben Meroff Bd 
Maurie Blumenthal 
3 Browns 
Madelyn Killeen 
Hurt Roy & G 
N & C Selby 

Rialto (26) 
Will Morris 
Stratford 4 
La Pan & Bastedo 
Rialto Co 

Stratford 

2d half (21-24) 
M Hillblom Bd 
Ted Leary 
Alen Sis 
Lew Waltman 
Olympic 3 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Cinderella 


2d half (29-31) 
Pickards Seals 





Andres & Coiter 
Rich & Banta 
Gee A Mack 
Tiny Towa Midgets 
Roosevelt 

ist half (25-28) 
Pickard’s Seals 
Andres & Cotter 
Rich & Banta 


Geo A Mack 
Tiny Town Midgets 
EVANSV’'LE, IND. 
Victory 
2d half (29-31) 
Ella LaVail 
Healy & Garnetia 
Empire Com 4 
Allen & Norman 
Frisco Harmonists 
JANESV’LE, WIS. 
Jeffris 
(24-26) 
Kelly & Stanton 
Dale & DeKova 
(Three to fill 
KALAMAZOO 
Fuller 
Ist half (25-28 
Carr & Morin 


JI & E Farrell 


H Belle Isle Ce 
2a half (29-31' 
Collins & Reed 
LaPetite Dansant 
(One to fill) 


MILWAUKEF 
Garfield 


(24) 
Beth Davis 
(25-26" 


3 Warners 
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VARIETY 























Raymond Mason 


(27-39) MUSKEG'N, MICH. 
Robt Giles Jefferson gages 
miter (20 | adams Sock Association 
yord Marshall ad Billy Clair 
= zd halt (29-81) CHICAGO, ILL. | MADISON, WIS, 
eal Dean a = Farrell - a | = —— 
Mors Bros Belle Isle Co | 22-2 
| 


Harry Rappl 
Modjeska 
(25-26) 

Nolly Tate 
Harry Davis 
(27-29) 
Jerry Gould 
(30-31) 
Robert Giles 
Wisconsin (24) 


Bophie Tucker 
Helen Kennedy 
Geo Boyce 





RACINE, WIS. 
State 
(27-29) 

Nolly Tate 
(39-31) 
Jerry Gould 


WAUKESBAA, WIS. 
Park 


(25-26) 
Jerry Gould 

(27-29) 
3 Warners 

(30-31) 
Hill & Margie 





Pantages 





NEWARK, N. J. 
Pantages (26) 
Aeroplane Girls 
Carroll & James 
Donald & Carson 
Lippell's Kiddies 
(One to fill) 
BUFFALA, N. ¥. 
Pantages (26) 
Butciffe Family 
Hafter & Paul 





Mercedes 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (26) 

Amazon & Nile 

Shriner & Gregory 


Revelations 
Lubin Larry & A 
(One to fill) 


VANCOUVER, B.C. 
Pantages (26) 


Boyd & Wallin 
Wilmont Sis 





» THIS WEEK 
JOHN OLMS CO. 
American and Delancey 


KERR and 


Loew’s Boulevard 
BURNETT and DILLON 
Premier and Willard 


irection 
CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street, New York 


ENSIGN 





Olivette 
Christie & Nelson 
English Madcaps 





ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Pantages (26) 

6 Pashas 

Demont & Gracia 

McCluskey Rev 

Winehill & Briscoe 

Kosher Kitty Kelly 


NIAGARA FALLS 
Pantages 

ist half (26-28) 
Fu'mer & Wayne 
Raymond Bond Co 
Bobby Van Horn 
Helen Lewis Bd 
(One to fill) 

2d half (29-1) 
Ruby 8 
Musical Lunde 
Hart Wagner & L 
(Two to fill) 


TORONTO, CAN. 
Pantages (26) 

Marie McQuarrie 

Vera Post 

Ray Fern & Maree , 

Ballet 

(One to fill) 


HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (26) 

6 Lelands 

Moran Kelo & R 

Fridkin & Rhoda 

Burke & Durkin 

Diamond Set Rev 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Pantages (26) 

Florette 3 

Dotson 

Revue Unique 

Rogers & Donnelly 

Agee’s Horses 


TOLEDO, 0. 
Pantages (26) 
8 Blanks 


Bobrin Berta 

Ed Blondell 

Staniey & Birnes 

Stepping Along 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Pantages (26) 

Atkins’n & Lucinda 


Clifford Nayne 3 
Paul Kirkland 
Larry's Ent 


TACOMA, WASH. 
Pantages (26) 
Vale Bros 
Elsie Clark 
Carlisle & LaMel 
Winifred & Mills 
Whiteway Gaieties 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Pantages (26) 
The Worths 
Taylor & Marckley 
Jack Marcus Co 
Romaine & Castle 
Brandell’s Brev 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (26) 
The Rickards 
Astill & Fontaine 
The Volunteers 
McIntyre & Heath 
Genteshi & Phelps 
LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (26) 
Lora & Spencer 
Alice Lloyd 
Hungarian Tr 
(Two to fill) 
SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
Pantages (26) 
Pearl Regay 
(Others to fill) 
L’G BEACH, CAL. 
Pantages (26) 
Aussie & Crook 
Caledonian 4 
Hickson Bros 
O'Hanion & Z 


Balbanow 5 


SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (26) 

The Texans 

3 Dancing Cyclones 

Wm Bence 

Geo Lipshultz 

Leon & Bank 

Transfield Sis 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Pantages (26) 

Fred Hendersen 





Marion & Dada 


Henry Fink 














Bobby “Uke” Henshaw 


AND HIS RELATIVES 
Spending Xmas at Home 
Malvern, L, I., N. ¥. (Box 85) 











Watson & CohenRv 
(Two to fill) 





MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (26) 
Little Jim 
Sandy Shaw 
Jolly 4 


Bpencer & Williams 
Crisp Sis 


DULUTH, MINN. 
Pantages (26) 

Jack Hughes 2 

Marcelle 

Caranas & Barker 

Pisano & Landauer 

Frank Hughes 


BUTTE, MONT. 
Pantages (26) 

Flores Girls 

Gari & Baldi 

DeAndres & W 

Billy Beard 

Spirit.of Winter 


SPOKANE, WASH. 
Pantages (26) 
Russell & Hayes 
Jolly & Wilda 
Gilbert-Avery Rey 
Bison City 4 
Olympia-Desvalles 








Fulton Parker Rev 
Fields & Johnson 
Rome Tr 


KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (26) 
Nathane Bros 
Fred Morton 
Youth 
Noodles Fagen 
Parisian Whirl 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Pantages (26) 
Emory Manley Co 
Lee & Cranston 
Corner Drug Store 
Stanley Chapman 
(One to fill) 
BIRM’GH'M, ALA. 
Pantages (26) 
Nagyfys 
Jack Strause 
Rigoletto Bros 
Fid Gordon 
Coon Sanders 





Ben Smith 4 





ATLANTA, GA. 


Pantages (26) 
Aerial Patts 
Dorothy Summers 


Sybilia Bowhan 
Christie & Dunn 
Tom Kelly 





Passeri Rev 


} va 


4 Dumonts 
Tommy Lavine Co 
Micheal Parti Rev 
(One to fill) 


Belmont 
24 half (22-25) 
Strains & Strings 
Hunting & Francis 
(Three to fill) 


Diversey 
2a half (22-25) 
Joe Kayser Bd 
Geo Schreck Co 
Bobby Randall 
(Two to fill) 


Englewood 
2d half (22-25) 
Ameta 
Padgett & Lubin 
Carl Bauer Co 
Dancing Manikins 
(One to fill) 


Majestic (19) 
Goss & Barrows 
Jack Goldie Rev 
Wilson & Godfrey 
Envy 
Kiku & Yoshi 
(One to fill) 


CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Orpheum 
2d half (22-25) 
Eva Mandel Co 
(Others to fill) 


DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 

2a half (22-25). 
Sawyer & Eddie 
Jue Wong 
Willie West & McG 
Hayes & Cody 
Les Gellis 


DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol 
24 half (22-25) 
Schichtl’s Wonders 
Petite Rev 
Carl McCullough 
Local Orch 
(One to fill) 
EVANSV’LE, 
Grand 
2d half (22-25) 
Frozini - 


Mort Stanley Co 
(Three to fill) 


KAN. CITY, KAN. 
Main 8t. (19) 
Will Aubrey 
Wilton Crawley 
Willie Rolle 
Louisville Loons 
McCarthy Sis 
Bruno Weise Co 


IND. 


Walter Nillison 
Silks & Satins 


| R & D Dean 





Prince Leilani Co 
(One to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 

Majestic (19) 
Ohio State Bd 
Nixon & Sans 
Manning & Glass 
Clayton & Clayton 
Jay Herbie 
Archer & Belford 
Sparkling & Rose 


MINNEAPOLIS 
7th St. (19) 
Ferry 
Under the Palms 
Parish & Peru 
(Three to fill) 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
2a half (22-25) 
Bud Harris 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Mildred LaSalle 
(Two to fill) 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Grand (10) 

Nite in Dixie 

Osaka Boys 

Jack Kennedy Co 

(Three to fill) 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Palace 

2a half (22-25) 
Frank Richardson 
Chas Withers Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
Hal Hart 
(One to fill) 


SIOUX CITY, IA. 

Orpheum 
2d half (22-25) 

Thelma DeOnzo Co 

Peg Wynne 

Denno & Rochelle 

A'‘exander Carr 

(One to fill) 


SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
2d half (22-25) 
The Skatelles 
L Cantor’s Midgets 
Tony & Norman 
(Two to fill) 


SPRINGE’LD, IND. 

Orpheum 
2a half (22-25) 

Fortunello & C 

Gifford & Greshm'n 

Arthur Ashley Co 

A & M Havel 

(One to fill) 








Interstate 








AMARILLA, 
Fair 
ist half (26-28) 
(Same bill plays 
Wichita Fails 
2d half (30-31) 
The Petleys 
Jack Hanley 
Maddock’s Tricks 
Rice & Newton 
(One to fill) 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Ritz (26) 
Zelia Sis 
Alice Lawlor 
Faber & Wells 
Sid Morehouse 
Rhea’s Nite Hawks 


AUSTIN, TEX. 
Hancock O. H. 
2d half (30-31) 
(Same bill plays 
Galveston ist half, 
25-28) 
Gibson & Price 
Adele Verne 
Al K Hall Co 
Tieman's Tunes 
On the Air 


BATON ROUGE 
Columbia (26) 
(Same bill plays 
Alexandria, 27; 

Monroe, 28; 

Shreveport, 29; 
Texarkana, 30) 

Harry Carroll Show 


BIRM’GH’M, ALA. 
Majestic (26) 
Cyril Boganny Co 

Brooks & Rush 
Eddie Pardo Co 
Amaros & Janet 
Elliott Dexter Co 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (26) 


B & B Donna 
Sargent & Lewis 
Kelso & Demonds 
4 Camerons 
Woodland Rev 


FT. SMITH, ARK. 
Jole (26) 

Walter Neils 

Melroy Sis 

Roy Cummings 

Schictle’s Wonders 

(One to fill) 

FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (26) 

Nugold Rev 

E Sanderson Co 


TEX. 





Want Ads 
Derickson & Brown 
Mandel Bros 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Mertini (26) 
Gertrude & Gang 

Nawahi 
Haunted 

Hickey Bros 
Murkel Kaye Co 


L’LE ROOK, ARK. 
Majestic 

2d half (26-28) 
Walter Neilson 
Malroy Sis 
Schictle’s Wonders 
Roy Cummings 

2d half (29-1) 
Flying Hartwells 
Garry Owen 
Master Jay Ward 
A & P Gypsies 


NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (26) 

Sim Moore & Pal 

Joe Darcy 

Count Bernivicl 

Talent & Merit 

Nathane & Sully 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (26) 
Herbeta Beeson 
Murray & Irwin 
Harry Levan Co 
Frank Conville 
Blue Blowers 


BAN ANTONIO 
Majestic 

ist half (26-28) 

(Same bill plays 

Waco 2a half) 
Guilly & Jeanny 
Philson & Duncan 
Paskman’s Min 
Primrose Semon 
(One to fill) 


TULSA, OKLA. 
Orpheum (26) 
Riblo Lacotino Co 

Ann Clifton 
Janet of France 
Rody Jordan 
J Kneeland Co 
WICHITA, KAN. 
Majestic 

Ist half (26-28) 
Estelle Fratus 
H Santrey Show 


2a half (29-1) 
Bruno Weise 3 
Kennedy & Davies 


A Trip to Holland 
(One to fill) 





Orpheum 


A 





— 





OHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (26) 
Monkeys 


Havel 


Raffin’s 


A&M 


i 4 
} Jack Lenny 


: 
| Me 


O Denishawn 8 & € 
nnie Brice 
arie Vero 


& Marion 


iford 











| EB & J Rooney 
Frank Richardson 
| Coward & Bradam 











Tony & Normaa 
(One to &1)) 


Riverina (26) 


Brows Derby Orch 
Car! Emmy's Co 


(One to fill) 


Mate-Lake (26) 


Gibson & Scott 
Ersi & Ayer 
Leo Carillo 


Shean & Cantor 
Bud Harris Co 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Left & Demarests 
Midget .Rev 


Tower 

ist half (26-28) 
Pepita Granados Co 
Sid Marion Co 
Goss & Barrows 
Galenos 
(One to fill) 

2a half (29-1) 
Johnny Hyman 
Carl Freed Orch 
(Three to fill) 


DENVER, COL. 
Orpheum (26) 
Chas Irwin 
Ned Wayburn's Rv 
A & F Stedman 
Fred Hughes 
(Two to fill) 


KANSAS CITY 

Orpheum (26) 
Freda & Palace 
Fortunello & C 
Isa Kramer 
Harrington Sis 
West & McGinty 
Helen MacKeller 


LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (26) 
Yates & Lawley 
F X Bushman 
Toto 
Chamelon Caprice 
(One to fill) 


Orpheum (26) 
Pasquali Bros 
Tandier’s Orch 
Chilton & Thomas 
Gus Fowler 
Johnny Burke 
(One to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace (26) 
Ray & Harrison 
Irene Bordoni Co 
Harlequins 
Altrock & Shack 
Barry & Whitledge 
(One to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Hennepin (26) 
4 of Us 
Flo Vernon 
Ann Codee 
A Codee Afterplece 
Willie Mauss 


Orpheum (26) 
Ethe! Davis 
Kokin & Galetti 
Gene Austin 
Babe Egan Co 
Senna & Dean 
Wm Brock Co 


OMAHA, NEB. 
Orpheam (26) | 
Cole & Snyder 
Alex Carr 
Barto & Manna 
C Greenwood 


OAKLAND, CAL. 
| 
| 


(Two to fill) 
PORTLAND. ORE. | 
Orpheum (26) 


Shadowgraph 
Brooks & Ross 
Clayton & Keith 
Jack Redmond 
Trahan & Wallace 


Ballet Caprice 
8ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Orpheum (26) 


Fred Ardath Co 
McCarthy Sis 
Countess Sonia 

H Waiman Rev 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Brown & Whitt'ker 


St. Louls (26) 
Wayburn's Buds 
Reed & Duthers 
Alexander & Peggy 
(Three to fill) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (26) 
McLellan & Sarah 
Russey & Case 
Joe Browning 
Biue Slickers 
Chaney & Fox 
Aurora Tr 


Orpheum (26) 
B & EB Newell 
Worden Bros 
Mel Klee 
Peter Higgins 
Morris & Campbell 
Alma Neilson Co 
Bill Robinson 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (26) 
Harry Holmes 
Chevalier Bros 
Nance O'Neil 
Roye & May Rev 
White & Tierney 
4 Vagrants 
VANCOUVER, B.C. 
Orpheum (12) 
Hyde & Burrill 
3 Sailors 
4 Readings 
Jerome & Grey 
Theo Roberts 
Billy Farrill Co 
WINNIPEG, CAN, 
Orpheum (26) 
Arnaut Bros 
Mongadors 


Eddie Leonard 
Keo Taki & Yoki 





Gaston & Palmer 
Petite Rev 


Crawford & Brod'k 
Peggy Wynne 








HOWARD SLOAT 


BONDS FOR 


INVESTMENT . 
57 william St® N.Y 





Ar B: Leach & Co., Inc 














Keith-Western 








CLEVELAND, 0O. 
Read’s Hipp 
24 half (22-26) 


Harm & Lee 

Going North 

Punjab 

(Two to fill) 

DANVILLE, IND. 
Lincoln 

24 half (22-26) 
Paul Sydell 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Grand Riveria (19) 
Brock Sis 
Josephine Davis 
Goode & Leighton 
jardener & D’glas 
(Two to fill) 
LEXINGTON, 
Bea Ali 
24 half (22-26) 


Musical Flappers 
(Others to fill) 


KY. 


MUNCIE, IND. 

Wysor Grand 

24 half (232-25) 
Bd tavine 
O'Neill & Vermont 
(Three to fill) 


SANDUSKY, 0. 
Schade 
$4 half (22-36) 
Dublin 8 
TERRE HAUTE 
Indiana 
24 half (22-26) 
Veronica & Hurif'ls 
Maniey & Baldwin 
Joe Thomas Co 
(Two to fill) 
WINDSOR, ONT. 
Capitol 
34 half (22-26) 
Geo Wiison Co 
Butler & Santos Rv 
Helen Carlson 
(Two to fill) 








Keith-Albee 








NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (19) 
St Clair Sis & O’D 

2 Daveys 

Piicer & Douglas 
Jimmy lIgons 
Boy & Girl Rev 
Harry Coleman 


Coliseam 


2d half (22-26) 
Ossie & Linko 
Hudnut & Schw'rtz 
M Montgomery 
3 €wifts 
Frank Farron 


Bist Bt, 


24 half (22-25) 
Jim Jam Jems 
Halstead & Alma 
Winchester & Ross 
Chas Dingle 
Art Frank 
Bert Earl Co 


86th &t. 
half (32-26) 
Ed Nelson 
Reeser & Balfour 
Norman Phillips 
(Two to fill) 


24 


Sth Ave. 
2d half (32-36) 
Fico Lewis 


Dirkson & Cassidy 
Benny Reed & Gold 
(Two to fill) 
58th s8t. 

2a half (22-26) 
Chishoim & Breen 
Welch Mealey & M 
Meck & Stanton 
June & Jo 
Grace Edler 
Murray Tariton 


Fordham 
$d half (22-26) 
Al Vann 


Lou Cameron Ceo 
B & J Brown 
(Two to fill) 


Franklin 
$4 half (22-26) 
Diaz & Powers 
Renie Riano 
Richard Kean 
Al Tucker Bd 
(One to fill) 


Hamilton 
34 half (22-26) 
L & J McKenna 
Reyno'ds & Clark 
Artie Mehlinger 
T & K Andrews 
' (Ome to ap 





4 


- 


, 


; 


| East & 


} Shamry 





Hippodrome 


A & G Falls 
Dumke 
Ann Francis & W 
Flo Meyers Bd 
Rome & Gaut 
Bernays Johnson 
(26) 
Wier’s Elephants 
Gracella & Theo 
Jim Jam Jems 
Jonnny Berkes 
Bert Ear! Girls 
{One to fill) 


(19) 


Jefferson 
3d half (22-25) } 
Jack Lee 

ks & T’lips 
Bronson 

& Sales 
geht Fan 

125th St, 

24 half (22-25) 
Josephine Joseph 
Richy Craig 
Gordon & Grof 
Torrano Sis 
Claude DeCar Co 
Hamilton Haggerty 


Palace (19) 
Mijares 
Inez & Dewin 
Dave Appolion 
Eddie Lambert 
Walter Huston 
Herman Timberg 
Duncan Sis 
(Two to fill) 

(26) 

Will Fyffe 
Mr & Mrs Barry 
4 Girton Girls 
Viv Segal 
Rosita Ramon Or 
(Others to fill) 


Regent 
2d half (22-26) 
Michel 
Nile & Mansfield 
Marty White 
Jed Doo'ey 
Love Bandits 


Riverside (19) 
Miller & Corbett 
Mr & Mrs Barry 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Gus Edwards’ Rev 
Yacopl Tr 
Artistic “Treat 
éThree to fill) 

(26) 

Renee Riano Co 
Yesterthoughts 
Olyn Landick Co 
Eddie Nelson 
Dashington’s Dogs 
Henri Gosdon 
(Three to fill) 


Royal 
24 half (22-25) 
Harrington & Gr’en 
(Others to fill) 


CONEY ISLAND 
Tilyou 
$d half (22-26) 
Hollingsworth 
Gilfoyle & Lang 
Zimmy 
(Two to fill) 


FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 
24 half (22-26) 
Lang & Haley 
Ed Foy 
Kaye & Sayre 
(Two to fill) 


BROOKLYN 

Albee (19) 
Felovis 
Ryan Sis 
Thos J Ryan 
J Norworth 
Summers & Hunt 
Lockfords 

(26) 

Arnold Johnson B4 
Jerry & Baby G'ds 
IeMaire & Van 
(Three to fill) 


Bashwick 


24 half (22-26) 
Ponzini's Monks 
Hazel Crosby 
Boggs Brady Co 
Wallace & May 
Krazy Kats 


Flatbush 
24 half (22-36) 
Herbert Fay 
Claudia Coleman 
Ruby Norton 
(Two to 6!) 


Greenpoint 
24 half (22-25) 
Cunningham & B 
(Others to fill) 


Madison 
34 half (22-25) 
Don Sanchoy Co 
Mays Burt & F 
Bernard & Keller 
Joyner & Foster 
Memories of Opera 


Percy 
Dooley 


Moon 





Orpheum 
$4 half (22-26) 
Alice Deyo Co 
Reuben Beckwith 
Rose & Thora 
Van Hoven 
Cabaret Doge 
Prospect 
24 half (22-26) 
Nee Wong 
Harry Fox 
(Three to fill) 


AKRON, O. 


Palace 
94 half (22-36) 
Jack Russell 


Delvey Bis 


Seeback's Ent 
Teck Murdock Rev | 
(One to fill) 
ALBANY, N. ¥. 
Proctor’s 
24 half 22-25) 
Sothern Girls 
Chas Wilson } 
Kharum 
Gordon & Day ' 
Fay Elliott & King | 
ALLENTOWN, PA. | 
Colonial | 
24 half (22-25) | 
Gene Green 
Lestra Lamont 
; Rarick ! 
© Brien & J's'phine 
2 Jahns 
ALTOONA, PA. 
Miechler 
24 half (22-25) 
Harris & Pepper 


Ibach's Ent 
(Three to fill) 


ASBURY PARK 


Main St. 
24 ha!f (22-26) 
Togeau & Geneva 


Leona Stephens 
Rurns & Maresh 
(Two to fill) 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (19) 
Patricola 
Redmond & Wells 
Fountain of Dance 
Biack & Gold 
Roy Smeck 


ATLANTIC OITY 
Earle 

24 half (22-26) 
Shadowgraph 
Kerry's Colleens 
Kays Kutups 
Alf Grant 
Pierce & Arrow 


AUBURN, NW. Y. 
Jefferson 

24 half (22-25) 

Yvonne & Victor 

Which Is Which 
(Three to fill) 


BALTIMORE, MD. 

New Garden (19) 

law Ross 

John Irving Fisher 

Hayes Marsh & H 

Jones & Hull 

Weeks & Campbell 
(26) 

3 Swifts 

Big Side Show 

Homer Romaine 

Roger Imhoff Co 

(One to fill) 


BAYONNE, NWN, d. 
Keith’s 
24 half (22-26) 
Stewart & Violet 
Tom & Dolly Ward 
Caites Bros 
BEAV’'R F’LS, PA. 
Regent 
24 half (22-26) 
Bway 3 
Ray Jerrold 8 
(Two to fill) 
BINGH'MT'N, N.Y. 
Binghamton 


| Morgan & 


| Hunter & 


| Sampsel & 








24 half (22-26) 
4 Pepper Shakers 
Dubos 2 
R & K Morris 
(Two to fill) 
BIRM’GH’'M, ALA. 

Lyric (19) 
Zelia Sis 
Sid Moorehouse 
Joe Rheas 


Faber & Wells 
Alice Lawlor 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Gordon's Olympia 
(Scollay 8q.) (19) 
Cervo & Mero 
Bristo!) & Bell 
M & A Clark 
Joan Jahn & B Bis 
Zuhn & Zuhn 
Boris Thom'sh'fsky 
Francis & Hart 
Ziegicrs 


Gordon's Olympla 
(Wash. 8t.) (19) 


Oliver Everett & A 
Grey & Byron 
Pichiann) Tr 
Musical Winters 
Plunkett & Mason 


Keith's (19) 


Gordon's Doge 
Ewing Eaton 
Mason & Keeler 
Wright & Dietrich 
Will Fyffe 
Mar Severn 
Joe Frisco 
Bert Sheppard 
(One to fill) 

(26) 
Frackson 
Miller & Corbett 
Pallenberg'’s Bears 
Reyno'ds & Clark 
Duci Kerejarto 
Ferdinando Orch 
The Lockfords 
Mack & Rossiter 
(One to fill) 


New Boston (19) 
Hart & Francie 
Gen Pisano 
Yesterthoughts 
Clara Howard 

J & B Page 





As We Were 
Farnell & Fiorence 
Gordon & Pierce 
Torino 


Ist half (26-38) 
Loya Dogs 
Shield's & 

Ida 


May Chadwick 
Montana 

Harris & Pepper 
fone to 


2d half (28-281) { 


Delaney | 
} 
i 


fill) 





Mayo & Lynn } 
louise Wright 
Hunting & Francis 


Lynch & Mae 


BRIDGEPORT, CT. | 


Palace 
24 half (22-26) 
Harry Cooper 
Straina & Strings 
3 Little Maids 
Polly & Oz 
Cred & Shadney 
Poli's 
24 half (22-26) 
| Comrn ters 
Pau quite 





Lake 
Edna White 4 
(One to fill) 


BRADFORD, PA. 
Bradford 
24 half (22-26) 


Danny Dugan 
Copes & Hutton 
Ohlemeyer & B 
Sylvester & Vance 
(One fil’) 


BUFFALO, WN. ¥. 
(22) 
jlson 


Orch 


ker 


to 


Hippodrome 
Kody & W 
Brown Derby 
R'way Whirl 


} Ushers 


Senna & Weber 

Percival 

BUTLER, PA. 
Majestic 

24 half (22-25) 


Jerome & Ryan 
(Others to fill) 


CAMDEN, N. Jd. 
Lyceum 

2d half (22-25) 

E Sheriff 

Roger Willlams 

L nhart 

Robinson Carney Co 

(One to fill) 


CANTON, O, 
Lyceum 

24 haif (22-25) 
Michon Bros 
Seed & Austin 
Glorifying Jazs 
Chas Red Marshal) 
Flagler & Ruth 


— 


Furman & Evans 
Murdock & Mayo 
| McL’ghiin & Evans 
Weaver Bros 
| Jim Kilpatrick 

Ist half (26-28) 
Joe Marks Co 

Bert Lytell Co 
Mona Murray 
| Torino 
| Donovan Girls 
McCoy & Walton 
| ta half (29-1) 
Dave Harria Co 
Norwood & Hall 
Maker & Redford 
Barton & Raven 
Olympic 3 
(One to fill) 


DETROIT, MICH, 
Hollywood 
24 half (22-36) 
4 O'Connors 
Hope Vernon 
(Three to fill) 


Temple (19) 
Dan Fitch's Mine 
(26) 
McL’ghin & Evane 

Rubio Sis 
Rosalin Ruby 
Jim McWilliams 
(Two to fill) 


coe 


Uptown 
24 half (22-26) 
Bud Carlel 
Pauline Saxon 
Conserv of Music 
Burns & Wilson 
1 Arabian Night 


E. LIBERTY, PA, 
Sheridan Sq. 














JOHN J. KEMP 


Theatrical Insurance 


551 Fifth Avenue, New York 
Murray Hill 7838-9 








C’RL'ST’'N. W. VA. 
Kearse 

24 half (22-26) 
Luley Henri & C 
Lucky Stiff 
Oscar & King 
May Mack 
(One to fill) 


CINCINNATI, O. 
Keith's (19) 


La Salle & Mack 
JI &uH Reyes 
Billy Shone Co 
Winnie Baldwin 
Bert Lytell 
Harry Woolf 
Dainty Ethel Marie 
(26) 
Weaver Bros 
Billy Hallen 
Lew Hearn Co 
Brown & LaHart 
Watkins’ Cir 
Hope Vernon 
Virginia Bacon Co 


Palace (19) 
Jack Hedley Co 
Montana 
McCoy & Walton 
Wahletka 
Holland & Oden 
G & P Magiey 
Emily Darrell 
(One to fill) 

(26) 
Van DeVelda Co 
Jimmy Allard Co 
Ed Janis Co 
Lee Mann & 8 


Neil McKinly 
Hall & Symonds 


CL/KSB’'RG, W.VA. 
Robinson Grand 
#d half (22-26) 

Val Harris 

Casey & Warren 

Leona’s Ponies 

VanLane & V 

Carr & Dowling 

Lavarre & Ladare 


CLEVELAND, O., 
105th St. (19) 


Ed Janis Co 
Madeline Patrice 
Gerbei's Gigsies 


Milton & Hamilton 
Norce & Rush Girls 


— 


24 half (22-26) 
Edwards & Lav 
Alice Donahue 
Valdo Meers 
Walter Brower 
Billy Grass 


EASTON, PA, 
. Keith's 

24 half (22-26) 
Galla-Rini Sia 
Chas Ruggles 
Elton Rich 
Victor Groff 
4 Sidneys 


ELIZABETH, WN. & 
City 

24 half (22-256) 
Haven McQuarrie 
Freem'n & Seym'ur 
Alexander & Gang 
Milt Dill & Sia 
(One to fill) 


ELMIRA, N. ¥. 
Majestic 
24 half (22-25) 
Florence & Arnold 
Lynch & Lockwood 
Dreon & Dagmar 
(Two to fill) 


ERIE, PA, 
Erie (19) 
Shields & Delaney 
Millard & Mariin 
Zermaine Farra &M 
Healy & Cross 

(One to fill) 


FAIRM'NT, W. VA, 
Fairmont 
24 half (22-25) 
Ross & Ross 
BEB & J Brown 
Morgan & Shelédce 
(Two to fill) 


FINDLAY, 
Harris 
24 half (22-26) 
Connie Mitchell 
Golden & Golden 
Marko & Jerome 
(Two to fill) 
GERM’'NT’WN, PA. 
Germantown 
24 half (22-26) 
Adams & Kash 


0. 








LOB 


VAUDEVILLE-COMEDY MATERIAL | 


AL BOASBERG 


3333 West 4th St. 
ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 





Wilson Bros 
Raffin's Monks 
(26) 
Marcus & Carlton 
Morgan & Sheldon 
The Parisiennes 
Lydell & Sheldon 
John Barton Co 
Palace (19) 
Rubio Sis 
Bartram & Saxton 
Teck Murdock Co 
Sinclair & Ford 
Foy Family 
Ida M Chadwick 





(26) 

K T Kuma Co 
Ollve Olsen 
Murray & Oakland 
(Three to fill) 

COLUMBUS, O, 

Keith's 
24 haif (22-25) 


| London Paris & NY 
The Croonadersa 





Jimmy Allard 
Norwood & Hall 
Jim McWilliams 
Watkir Cir 
DAYTON, QO. 
Keith's 
24 half (2 26) 
Van De Velde 
qi 


Telephone Dunkirk 8411 


———- | 

Van & Fields 

Lehr & Bell 

Billy Arlingtos 

(One to fill) 

GLENS F'LS, ¥.Y, 
Rialto 

24 half (22-36) 

Gladiators 

Chas Fink 

Shaw's Hawaliane 

(Two to fill) 


GL’V'RSV’'LE, N.Y, 
Gleve 
24 half (22-26) 
Ferris & Romm 
Farraros 
Loma Worth 
Smith & Harker 
Brown & Demont 
| GR'NFI'LD, MASS, 
Victoria 
24 half (22 
| Dilon & Murrell 
| Ir . & Eddy 
|} Lorraine & Neal 
| Elsie Herman 
(One fiil) 
GREENSH'RG, PA, 
Strand 


half (22-36) 
& - Jones 





26) 


to 


24 


Jones 





tinued on page 62) 
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GLICK FOULS MORGAN 








TIP TOP REVUE 


| A Complete Answer 
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(COLUMBIA) 
Harry Le Vine@....-cccesess: Hebrew Comk IN HOT TITLE BO ’ 
HOUSE IN BAD HOLE Lew Rice. .ccccceccocece eeceeece Boob Comic | ; 
Kitty Starr eevces . .Soubret | { 
COLUMBIA \é wnmy Fairclough....++:: sega Straight A question put to a promi- eteiiian + 
a, a Week of Dec. 19 and 26 Ceaser ds «-pasdveseepesesaconass Straight} | nent Eastern '26 quarterback | | : 
Fox & Kraus Theatre May! A Perfect 36—Gayety, Rochester; lan Berean creeceeecctelececs,-Deeeer) | Om how much sport pages of End Comes in 14th Round } 
0 ~ L Li Ga at 126-28, Colonial, Utica; 29-31, Capi- | Edna Somesrs....ccccsccsccesecsess Principal the bugae bere By Bag ace After Tod Is Down Three 
nse— itol, Albany. = 2 , squad, e . . 
Again ose License ayely | t A ny PRAY POE eee This is the second Mutual to be be possible to keep the sport Times—Schwartz Wins 
Now Mutual Bare Facts ty » Colonial, | rerouted for Columbia wheel time 
Jtica; 22-24; Capitol, 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

The Gayety, local burlesque house 
operated by Fox & Kraus, again is 
under city council fire and faces 
a second investigation by the license 
committee which, on the previous 
occasion, caused the aldermen to 
revoke its license. The house came 
to the council’s attention this time 
as a result of a communication 
to Alderman L. N. Ritten from Wil- 
liam Langer, Bismarck, N. D., at- 
torney. Langer complains that a 
Gayety stock show witnessed by 
him two weeks ago was “obscene, 
filthy and positively indecent.” 

Alderman J. H. Chase objected 
to efforts by some of the council 
members to dispose of the Langer 
communication by placing it on file 
and succeeded in having it referred 
te the license committee for an in- 
vestigation. 

The stock policy was abandoned 
last week and the house is back 
again on the Mutual wheel from 
which it dropped last season. 





No Sharing Terms for 
Columbia Shows This Yr. 


There will be no provision made 
at this time by either I. H. Herk, 
Mutual, or Sam Scribner, Columbia, 
under the new working agreement, 
for any Columbia shows to cut in 
on what is termed the “over the 
top” sharing basis. 

The Mutuals, with two or three 


exceptions, where the shows are 
played on percentage, have the 
Mover the top” policy. In this in- 


etance the shows get 30 per cent 
in excess of the top figure set by 


burgh; 


Albany; 26, 
CGayety, . 
Be Happy—Casino, 
Casino, Philadelphia, 


Boston, 


Srooklyn; 26, 


Cock-A-Doodle-Doo—Gayety, To- 
ronto; 26, Gayety, Buffalo. 
Dancing Around—Gayety, Balti- 


more; 26, Gayety, Washington, 
Flying Dutchman—Empire, New- 
ark; 26, Miner's Bronx, New York. 
Foolin’' Around—Gayety, Wash- 
ington; 26, Gayety, Pittsburgh. 
Gaieties of 1928—Gayety, Pitts- 
26, Olympic, Cincinnatl, 
Here We Are—Olympic, 


Cincin- 
nati; 26, Gayety, Toronto. 


High Hat Revue—Gayety, Buf- 
falo; 26, Gayety, Rochester. 
Let's Go—Casino, Boston; 26, 


Empire, Brooklyn. 
Merry Whirl — Miner's’ Bronx, 
New York; 26, Empire, Providence. 
Nothing But Girls—Gayety, Bos- 
ton; 26, Columbia, New York. 
Peek-a-Boo — Columbia, 
York; 26, Casino, Brooklyn. 
Snyder, Bozo—Casino, Philadel- 
phia; 26, Palace, Baltimore. 

Tip Top Revue—Empire, Brook- 
lyn; 26, Empire, Newark. 

Wine, Woman and Song—Empire, 
Providence; 26, Casino, Boston. 


New 


MUTUAL 
Band Box Revue—-Corinthian, 
Rochester; 26-27, Geneva; 28-29, 


Oswego; 30-31, Schenectady. 
Banner Burlesquers — Gayety, 
Brooklyn; 26, Lyric, Newark. 
Bathing Beauties—Harlem Music 
Hall, New York; 26, Gayety, Brook- 


lyn. 


Big Revue—Plaza, Worcester; 26, 
State, Springfield. 

Bowery Burlesquers—Star, Brook- 
lyn; 26, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
Finnell, Carrie—Hudson, Union 
City; 26, Orpheum, Paterson. 
Follies of Pleasure — Gayety, 





the various theatres, derived in ac- 
cordance with the running of the 
theatre. 

Columbia is using the straight 
guarantee figure, now $2,000, with 
the “top agreement” almost cer- 
tain to become effective next season. 

As previously reported, the Mutual 
guarantee is less, being $1,620. 


Opal Taylor Wins 
Mutual’s Beauty Joust 


The Mutual circuit conducted a 
beauty contest among its principals 
and choristers, but no one knows 
what prizes are to be designated. 
The Mutual Burlesquer Weekly, cir- 
cuit organ, handled the contest. 

Opal Taylor (“Follies of Pleas- 
ure’) was declared “the most beau- 
tiful girl in burlesque,” with 1,674 
votes. Elsie Raynor (“The Tempt- 
ers”) was second, Others following 
were Kitty Madison (“Jazz Time 
Revue”), Erin Jackson (“Bathing 
Beauties”), Carrie Fennell (her own 
show), Gladys Clark (“Girls of the 
Follies’), Blossom LavVille (“Big 
Banner Burlesquers”) and Vi Penny 
(“Sugar Babies”), 


DROPS MINER’S BRONX 


Columbia Withdrawing Jan. 
No Circuit Above 125th St. 














Miner’s Bronx will be dropped 
from the Columbia Circuit Jan. 2. 
Prior to the Columbia-Mutual mer- 
ger Columbia shows had to cut 
salaries on the Miner week this 
season, although it was once rated 
a lucrative stand. 

With Miner’s out, neither wheel 
has a house above 125th street. It 
is probable that another uptown 
house may be leased. Miner's may 
install dramatic stock, or pictures 
and vaudeville when burlesque goes 
out. 





Burlesque Ball Lineup 


Wash Martin has been chosen 
chairman of arrangements for the 
fourth annual entertainment and 
ball of the Burlesque Club due at 
Palm Garden Feb. 12. 

Charles H. Allen is chairman of 
the entertainment committee, Will- 
iam S. Clark heads the reception 
committee, William Koud and Ben 
Bernard fioor chairmen and Ed F. 
Sullivan b. 0. committee head. 


GERMAN MUSICAL STOCK 

Hurtig & Seamon’s Yorkville, 
New York, has called off the pre- 
viously announced stock burlesque 
policy for German musical stock 
with the latter policy going in next 
week, 





Omaha; 26, Garrick, Des Moines. 
French Models—Orpheum, Pater- 
son; 26, Gayety, Scranton. 
Frivolities of 1928—19, Allentown, 
Pa.; 20, Lebanon; 21, Williamsport; 
22, Mahanoy City; 23-24, Reading, 
2a.; 26, Star, Brooklyn, 
Ginger Girls—L. O.; 
Cleveland. 
Girls from Hapyyland—Trocadero, 
Philadelphia; 26, Strand, Washing- 
ton, 
Girls from the Follies—19, York, 
Pa.; 20, L. O.; 21, Altoona; 22, Cum- 
berland, Md.; 23, Uniontown, Pa.; 
24, Beaver Falls, Pa.; 26, Academy, 
Pittsburgh. 
Girls of the U. 8. A.—Lyric, Day- 
ton; 26, Empress, Cincinnati. 
Happy Hours — Empire, 


26, Empire, 


Cleve- 


land; 26, Grand, Akron. 

Hello, Paree—Grand, Akron; 26, 
Garden, Buffalo. 

High Flyers—Mutual, Indianap- 
olis; 26, Garrick, St. Louis. 

High Life—Cadillac, Detroit; 26, 

Oo 


Hollywood Scandals — Academy, 
Pittsburgh; 26, Lyric, Dayton. 

Kandy Kids—Gayety, Scranton; 
26, Gayety, Wilkes-Barre. 

Jazztime Revue—Garden, Buffalo; 
26, Corinthian, Rochester. 

Laffin’ Thru—Gayety, 
Barre; 26, York, Pa.: 27, 
Altoona; 29, Cumberland, 
Uniontown, Pa.; 31, 
Pa. 

Moonlight Maids — Garrick, 
Louis; 26, Gayety, Kansas City. 

Naughty Nifties—Gayety, Kansas 
City; 26, Gayety, Omaha. 

Nite Hawks—Gayety, Milwaukee; 
26, Empress, Chicago. 

Nite Life in Paris—Gayety, Mon- 
treal; 26, Howard, Boston. 

Parisian Flappers—Gayety, Louis- 
ville; 26, Mutual, Indianapolfs. 

Pretty Babies—Lyric, Newark; 
26, Hudson, Union City. 

Record Breakers—Strand, Wash- 
ington; 26, Gayety, Baltimore. 
Social Maids—Empress, Chicago; 
26, Cadillac, Detroit. 

Speed Girls—State, Springfield; 
26, Kiarlem Music Hall, New York. 

Step Lively Girls—Garrick, Des 
Mvines; 26, Gayety, Milwaukee. 

Stolen Sweets — Gayety, Balti- 
more; 26, York, Pa.; 27, L. O.; 28, 
Altoona; 29, Cumberland, Md.: 30, 
Uniontown, Pa.; 31, Beaver Falls, 
Pa. 

Sugar Babies—Empress. 


Wilkes- 
L. <4 28, 
Md.; 30, 
Beaver Falls, 


97 


St. 


Cincin- 


nati: 26, Gayety, Louisville. 
Tempters—-joward, Boston; 26, 
Plaza, Worcester. 





MUTUAL IN MINN. AGAIN 

Chubby Drisdale and “Her Red 
Hots,” assembled by Fox & Kraus, 
opened a Mutual tour Dec. 18 and 
will travel one week ahead of “The 
Night Hawks.” 

Mutual has arranged for all its 
shows to open Saturdays at the 
Gayety, Minneapolis, and _ close 
there Friday night. They then 
move to Milwaukee for the Sunday 
opening. 

This is the first time this year 
Mutual has played Minneapolis, It 
was there last year, however. 











since the Columbia-Mutual merger. | 
| 


The show has been lined up and 


| presented by Joe Catalino and regis- 


ters both as a laugh and fast daric- 
ing show. 

Many elements of the Mutual idea 
of burlesque have been incorporated 
in the formula, with the production 
picturesque and costumes above the 
average Mutual. The principals are 
also graduates from Mutual wheel 
ranks and know their stuff aplenty. 

The show, while adhering to many 
of the former burlesque bits for the 
laugh division, has given several a 
new slant that gets them over de- 
spite familiarity and with the gen- 
eral result a fast comedy song-and- 
dance show. 

The outfit also has a hardworkirz 
and effective brace of comics in 
Harry Le Vine, doing “Hebe.” and 
Lew Rice, doing his familiar “boob.” 
The pair shoulder the comedy bur- 
den throughout, and are adequate. 
Kitty Starr, an eye-filling and 
clever soubret, also contributes 
much to the show with some niity 
costumes of the abbreviated variety 


|}and also much ability both in num- 


ber leading and supporting the com- 
ics in comedy scenes, Mina Ber- 
nard, attractive brunet and corking 
dancer, also adds to the sight di- 
vision with costumes of revealing 
nature, scoring both on form and 
talent. 

Ruth Le Vine makes an attractive 
ingenue, handling her numbers well 
but not going in heavily for the 
risque costuming. Edna Somers. 
another looker, winds up the fem 
principal contingent working in sev- 
eral of the comedy bits. Tommy 
Fairclough and George Hall alter- 
nate as straights for the comedy 
bits, both handling assignment be- 
yond reproach. 

The show has plenty of comedy 
of a sort, much snappy dancing and 
a better looking chorus than usual 
for a wheel show. Also a happy 
choice of principals in Le Vine, Rice 
and Miss Starr. 

All in all a show that should do 
nicely for Columbia all along the 
line, tdba. 


BIG BANNER SHOW 


Full title is Bennett’s Big Banner Bur- 








lesquers operated by Jack Dickstein, and 
working the Mutual circuit, 
Comedian ..cccccsccscccccccess Jim Bennett 
Straight ..cccccccvce ecccceses Chas. Wilson 
Second Comic. ..csssccccceseseess Reynolds 
JUVETIIS coc ccccccceesecssessssseeees O' Neil 
Prima donna@......+++++++-Blossom LaVelle 
Soubret ..csccessescvcceeevesess Ella Sears 
LMBCMNUS .ocesesscssceresvcees Bebe Brennan 
Here's an outfit that goes in 


wholeheartedly for the sex appeal. 
On that score it has its merits, for 
they do manage the hip waving 
with a good deal of skill to get the 
maximum kick out of it. There 
is the usual switch from number 
leading with Oriental trimmings to 
comedy bits, but that is merely to 
take the crowd's mind for the mo- 
ment frem the curves of the women 
principals so they can return to that 
main issue presently. 

It probably wouldn't be possible 
to give a whole evening's entertain- 
ment of uninterrupted wriggling, 
but they here manage to get in the 
very largest possible amount of it. 

At that the comedy, in spite of its 
perfunctory purpose to fill in gaps 
between numbers, has its moments. 
The stuff is generally smutty, but 
it has the saving grace of being 
occasionally funny, which is more 
than can be said of the mass of 
burlesque humor lately. Bennett 
does Hebe, one of the surviving dia- 
lect comics of the twin wheels, and 
that contributes something to the 
laughing side. There's something 
about mangled speech that makes 
mediocre material laughable. Not 
that the dialect is the only funny 
thing about Bennett. He has some 
good lines, although the business 
isn't always funny. Reynolds (the 
program doesn't credit him with 
any other name) doesn’t get any 
chance whatever, his tramp being 
practically a walking part. Charles 
Wilson, in the troup for his dancing 
with Bebe Brennan, doesn't get 
much chance either, 
This team have a neat spectalty 
and work attractively in severa! 
numbers, doing something to vary 
the grind of shimmying. Girl also 
is a trim number leader, having it 
all over the professional wrigglers 
for figure and sprightliness, 

The two chief sex purveyors are 
Ella Sears and Blossom LaVelle, the 
latter a stalwart woman who would 
be none the worse for a bit of 
training down, and the other a little 
woman of enormous vitality. Both 
wear straw colored hair dressed in 
a style that doesn’t help their ap- 
pearance, but how they can shake! 

They are continually working up 
those. “teaser” bits. A shaw! slips 
from a bare shoulder as they make 
their first exit. Cue for stormy ap- 
plause by the Intrigued customers. 
For the repeat the shaw! is off both 
shoulders. This goes on six or eight 
times to the climax when there fs 





practically nothing but a cambric 

















columns away from the players 
during the season, drew this 
question as an answer: 

“Can you keep reviews away ° 
from actors?” 











LEVINE INTRODUCED 


Passenger-Flier Has Become Fight 
Fan—Goldstein K. 0.’s Lombardo 








Charles A. Levine whose flight to 
Germany with Clarence Chamber- 
lin gained him an _ international 
name, has developed into a fight 
He has been noticed at the 
Madison Square Garden shows but 
not until Monday night was he 
singled out by fight bugs. 


That was at Jack Curley’s St. 
Nicholas club. Levine was cheered 
and the crowd insisted he be in- 
troduced. After climbing into the 
ring he was given one of those 
Dempsey receptions. Later when 
Mayor Jimmy Walker arrived he 
was also introduced. It was the 
largest attendance since Curley 
started staging fight bills at the St. 
Nick. 


Monday’s card was a good one 
throughout. In the main event 
Ruby Goldstein, once a lightweight 
idol of the East Side, made a come- 
back but his poundage of 139 ap- 
proached that of a welterweight. 
In the third round Ruby scored a 
clean knockout of Johnny Lom- 
bardo, better known as Ray Mit- 
chell of Phila, The second rours 
found Goldstein in an uncomforta- 
ble position for a time when Ray 
smacked him on the chin. That 
roused Ruby who landed flush on 
Ray’s button and knocked him out 
of the ring. It was the beginning 
of the end. 

A well contested semi-final went 
the distance of six rounds, Johnny 
McNamara winning the decision 
from Willie Hohn, 


fan. 





Basketball 


Metro-Goldwyn won from Para- 
mount, 49-32, and Fox nosed out 
Consolidated by a 28-26 score in the 
opening games of the picture bas- 


ketball league held Dec. 15 at Sav- 
age gymnasium, New York. 

Pathe, last year’s champions, 
start their schedule thig week 
against Fox. 





handkerchief between the shimmier 
and the orchestra leader. This is 
the old technique, but these two do 
it with an elaboration and an in- 
sinuating candor that outdo most of 
their rivals. 

Besides, they do it out on the run- 
way, which makes it rather more 
poignant. Going a step further than 
th@ average of the wheel, these 
women appear in their most naive 
negligee to work in bits with the 
comedians, and generally speaking 
the whole proceedings are just an- 
other step forward in the new style 
of “steam.” 

The chorus is a notably isnappy 
bunch, due in part to the fact that 
it includes several potential prin- 
cipals. The girl of the Wilson- 
Brennan team works in the line. 
Dona Fanstill, another chorister. 
leads three or four numbers, and 
makes an attractive enough plump 
figure, the plumpness being excused 
on the score of her obvious youth. 
These kids can carry overweight, 
but that doesn’t go for the older 
women in burlesque by any means. 
Still a third girl from the chorus 
who gets out down front is Lottie 
Burke. It’s not a bad idea, this of 
letting the girls out for a solo bit. 
They're usually youthful and as 
much cannot be said for the run 
of burlesque queens. 

What there is of the dressing is 
fairly sightly and the production, 
largely of painted flats, serves for 
a fair flash. In the main just an- 
other burlesque show, but they do 
the familiar things with rather 
more than orcinary spirit and the 
rough sex stuff is man- -ed with a 
certain effective touch. Rush. 


QUITS KING IN HUFF 
San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

After playing opposite Will ‘King 
for several seasons Bessie Hill quit 
the King troupe when one of her 
numbers was assigned to another. 
The walkout _occurred on King’s 
opening day at the T. and D. Oak- 
land. 


Clair Starr (Mrs, King) replaced 
Miss Hill 








By JACK PULASKI 

Midgets held the boards at the 
Garden Friday night and the crowa 
was not so good, even with two 
championship bouts on the card, 
That made three title events ig 
Rickard’s arena last week, Tommy 
Loughran having won the light 


heavyweight crown on Monday. 
But there was a sensational battle 
dished up when Tod Morgan, of 
Seattle, defended hiS junior light. 
weight crown against Joe Glick, of 
New York. Had the boys figured 
on such milling there would have 
been capacity. Tod was a seven 
to five favorite. In the second 
round he was dropped for a nine 
count, went down again in the 
fourth and fifth after which it wag 
15 to l‘he would not go the dig- 
tance. 
Morgan rallied like a thorough- 
bred. He was distressed three 
times but from the seventh round 
on he carried the fight to Glick and 
it was even he would have gotten 
a draw on the decision had the 
foul not occured. That is if the 
judges do judge by rounds, regard- 
less of knock-downs. 
In the early knock-downs Mor- 
gan acted as though fouled. Eddie 
Forbes, veteran: referee, refused ‘to 
consider the claims and Morgan 
tottered to his feet on each occae 
sion. Glick did appear to be 
hitting low but not all the knock- 
downs could be charged to foul tac- 
tics. The highly excited crowd 
blamed the _ referee for letting 
Glick get away with the rough stuff 
and there was no doubt that Forbes 
was confused at times. When Tod 
went to the canvas in the fifth the 
round was almost over. He strug- 
gled gamely to his pins and had it 
not been for the ropes he would 
have gone down again. As he lay 
against the ropes the bell clanged, 
a life saver, but Forbes didn’t hear 


(Continued on page 42) 


Track Closing Follows 


Miami’s Worst Summer 
Miami, Dec. 20. 


Miami’s season is bound to suffer 
from the cancellation of the 45-day 
race meet scheduled for the Hiah- 
leah track by the Miami Jockey 
Club. Joe Smoot, president of the 
club, in broadcasting the board of 
directors’ decision, stated that the 
track would never be reopened un- 
less Florida laws regarding race 
track betting were liberalized. Pre- 
viously officials of the club had 
stated the meeting would open Jan. 
19, but théir decision to suspend was 
expected in many quarters. 

Smoot said the daily payroll of 
the Jockey Club was $27,000 during 
its season and that 1,500 to 1,700 
persons were employed. He added 
that the calling off of the races 
would keep from 15,000 to 20,000 
wealthy persons away from the city 
this winter. 

Miami has just passed through 
what was probably the leanest sum- 
mer in its history and is anxiously 
waiting for the annual inrush of 
winter tourists. 





MANAGER’S 40%, 


Robert S. Roberts is suing Benny 
Touchstone, fighter, on a 40 per cent 
managerial contract. The fighter is 
alleged to have booked bouts at 
Madison Square Garden in viola- 
tion of his agreement with Roberts 


executed for a period of three years 
from June 22, 1925. 


U. A. Drops Out of 
Film Basketball League 


United Artists basketball team 
has dropped out of the Motion Pic- 
ture League after playing, and win- 








ning, one game. The squad has 
affiliated with the New York In- 
dustrial League instead. 

The U. A. dropout was due to 
the distribution of profits of the 
forthcoming basketball dance, 
which provides funds to cover the 
incidental expenses of the various 
teams. As United Artists only has 
about 250 employees on this end, 
it felt it could not be expected to 
sell as many tickets as Paramount, 
Fox, Consolidated, Pathe and 
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ALONG THE LINE 


By BLAND 








Curves at the Palace 

Curves must be coming back. The two opening acts at the Palace 
this week were liked and each one featured a curvy dam First was 
Lottie Atherton, who did tap dancing, while standing on her head 
and tap danéing a la Bill Robinson on a staircase, and nd, Carol 
Ynez (Inez and De Wyn), a slow motion adagio dancer who isn’t sting 
built. Either girl could have posed for Justice on the front of a court 
house. Things seem to be looking up for the Amazons. 


sel 


seco 


lly 


Besides hope, the girls got plenty of entertainment in the first half. 


Walter Huston, Edward Lambert's catty impression of Mae Murray 
and Mijares, Mexico, greatest wirewalker. 
tired business women, and a nice dress suit. 
just about closed the show for the women, 
Herman Timberg didn’t get over so nicely, even for Monday. Maybe 


the Monday girls could take something stronger than a succession of gags | 


like: “My next number will be ‘My Canary fell in the ink and flew 
away’.” Brother Sammy: “Oh you mean ‘Bye, Bye, Blackbird’.”. They 
didn’t wow the Palace girls out of their seats. Herman, when he brought 
out his little son, muttered, “Don’t you flop, too!” The youngster did 
his best, even giving an imitation of papa. These bright babies of the 
family could make a better impression were they brought on ad lib, 
without the number four make-up and the white gaiters. Sonny seemed 
about an engagingly extemporaneous as a Reinhardt production. 

The Duncan Sisters and Eddie Cantor in his box were headlining 
again. Eddie is getting to be the Palace’s best holdover. 


- 





Women and Fashion Parades 

It was the fashion show and not the mediocre picture “Women Must 
Press” which brought the women into the Roxy last week. Even in 
New York, where the girls are assumed to be sophisticated, a fashion 
show can get them. And even in the Roxy, where the customers are a 
block away from the mannequins, a fashion show is a fashion show. 
Girls hadn’t figured on the size of that theatre. Al) over the house there 
were murmurs, “May Belle, do you suppose that’s a separate jumper or 
fs the waist sewed right onto the skirt?” The girls went home without 
knowing, but they had seen clothes. 

A fashion show could sell almost any picture for the matinee. 
gtrange the picture houses don’t produce more of them. 
nothing. Merchants fight to furnish the dresses. 

And, if a local charity is given a mild cut, the Junior League girls fight 
to parade around in them. A female's first interest is in getting a man 
or keeping one. Why, Dad knows! But the flicks who deny it are con- 
genital four-flushers. 

Showmen may defend themselves by pointing to Paul Poiret and his 
recent lecture tour which missed. But they forget that little Paul is 
approaching the toboggan, even in Paris, and that Poiret creations are 
mot adapted to the lives or incomes of the American middle classes. 
Clothes which will snare the shipping clerk are the clothes the girls want 
to see. And they will chew their gum through a million reels of tripe 
like “Women Must Dress” to do it. 


It’s 
They cost 





Fans and Burlesques 

Where is the public-spirited Mile. Dooley or Brice who will break the 
@pell of the “fan waltz” with a nice ribald burlesque? Roxy’s Gambarelli 
is the latest prima allerina to fall into the line-up. Ever since “Rose- 
Marie” and Pearl Regay there hasn’t been a musical comedy, vaudeville 
act or presentation which hasn’t treated us to a damsel waltzing around 
preliminary to a back bend and complete eclipse by the fan. 

The dance is effective enough. But it’s prevalence is bound to create 
complications. The customers will feel cheated when they don’t get it. 
Then where will be the girls who carry fans but can’t do the back-bend, 
the girls who bend but haven’t any fans, the ostriches which haven't any 
ballerina? 

And won’t all the women in Spain soon be flat on their backs. Dancers 
really shouldn’t create public demand with such blind disregard of the 
supply problem. Think before you copy. 





Greta Musses 'Em Up 

There’s been a heavy run on the Times Square mascara. 
both ways. “Love” and Greta Garbo have had the women HMning up 
for matinees. That’s how the women love to see a sister suffer. And 
Greta is their most heart-breaking sufferer. She’s got everything for 
the girls, subtlety, wistfulness, languor, depth. Had Greta been cast 
for “The Captive,” it might have outrun “Abie’s Irish Rose.” When 
women give 65c to a speculator, they’re going to get something stickier 
than a Schrafft luxuro chocolate ice cream cake. 

“Anna Karenina” sounded promising. Women all had loved the book. 
They all had to see the films The flaps, the wives, some 200-pounders 
in Queen Mary hats. 

They seemed a little disappointed in John Gilbert. He wasn’t making 
love as he did in the old days. Greta had him submerged, He wasn’t 
Quite good enough for her, in the story and before the camera. 

But Greta did plenty to put the picture across without him. They all 
cried. And then the whole sellout tried to crowd into that place, a 
three by four, to repair the make-ups. They milled around, trying 
to push each other away from the mirrors, and got mad and made faces 
and looked things. 

The more emotionally Wrecked just had to give in and do their art 
work before the mirrors in the lobby. Drive the women into the street 
the way they are. It would make a great ballyhoo. Any women who 
get that mussed have had some sort of a good time. 

When the downtown girls get atmosphere, they'll stand for any kind 
of pictures. They stood for “Jungle Gods” last week. “Jungle Gods” 
has some stuff in it, interesting for the National Geographic Magazine 
or for a short subject. 


“Run” goes 





Clara As a Son-of-a-Gun 

Pictures like “Get Your Man” will hurt Clara Bow with the women. 
Her character is unsympathetic. Nancy is a first-rate little son-of-a- 
gun, 
few extentuating circumstances. “Get Your Man” affords Clara none. 

Her Nancy is a spoiled American girl who picks up a young man in 
Paris. Of course, pick-ups if all right, should be a little more romantic 
than Nancy’s was. Hers was provoked only because she had run into 
the victim coming out of her hotel, in a shop, and in a museum. She 
Spent the day with him in the museum and was fortunate enough to be 
locked up in it with him for the night. She slept with her head on 
his lap and he kissed her. Nice Nancy! 

In the morning, he told her that he was engaged to another girl. 
Nancy had known him less than 24 hours but she was sore. f 
Wedding was to take place that very week. Nancy had to act fast. She 
faked an automobile accident (that original gag) in order to be taken 
into the financee’s chateau. The little French girl, all unsuspecting, 
was mighty sweet to her. But that didn’t obstruct Nancy's plot to snare 
her hostess’ sweetheart. She forced a proposal from her rival's father. 
She made a monkey of him. She lured Robert into her room and 
Screeched for help. And finally such sportsmanship was rewarded and 
she got her man. 

It’s about the least charming role the little allure compact has been 
given, and, curiously, a woman, Dorothy Anzer, directed. That must 
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Mijares has plenty for the | 
Opening intermission he | 


Women don’t like their heroines unscrupulous, unless there are a 
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aisles and looking business- 
like could suppress a dozen 
nuisances a performance. The 
New York has had its trouble 
with the boys who create con- 
fusion by dropping their vanity 
cases. These others ought to 
be easier to handle. Anyway, 
they wouldn't faint in the arms 
of the bouncer. 
And don’t forget the Roof. 


NEW BOOKS 


Burns Mantie’s Annual! 


Burns Mantle’s “Best Plays of 
1926-27" has just come off the 
Dodd, Mead & Co.’s press. It is a 
good book for sleeper jumps. It 
contains “Broadway,” “Saturday's 
Children,” “Chicago,” The Constant 
Wife,” “The Road to Rome,” “The 
Play’s the Thing,” “The Silver 
Cord,” “The Cradle Song,” “Daisy 
Mayme” and “In Abraham's 
Bosom,” 10 best plays selected by 
a committee of New York critics. 
They are skillfully condensed and 
boiled down to the minimum of 
drama form dialog. 

The book also contains a review 
of the theatrical season here and 
in the west, and (dirt) the ages of 
the actresses. 

Mr. Mantle is the very able critic 
of the N, Y. “Daily News.” 

















Jos. Kennedy’s Lectures 


“The Story of the Films” (A. W. 
Shaw Co.), edited by Joseph P. 
Kennedy, brings the Harvard lec- 
tures on the industry to the boys 
who don’t go to Harvard. Lectures 
were delivered by Mr. Kennedy, 
Will H. Hays, Adolph Zukor, Dr. 
Attilio H. Giannini, Jesse L. Lasky, 
Cecil B, deMille, Earle W. Ham- 
mons, Milton Sills, Sidney R. Kent, 
Robert H. Cochrane, Samuel Klatz, 
William Fox, Harry M. Warner and 
the late Marcus Loew on their re- 
spective viewpoints and functions 
in the film business. 

They are not especially hot read- 
ing but they are interesting and 
authoritative. The books offer no 
startling revelations to those al- 
ready associated with pictures 
though it is a useful record of that 
knowledge. Solid, but too technical 
for the fans, and too mental for the 
children who like to read romances. 





Evelyn Herbert’s Escape 


Evelyn Herbert, leading lady in 
“My Maryland,” had a narrow es- 
cape from serious injury when she 
attempted to extinguish a blaze in 
her apartment at 204 West 59th 
street, New York. She sustained 
slight burns of the body. They did 
not interfere with her stage appear- 
ance. 

Miss Herbert had been resting 
and reached up to put out an elec- 
tric light. In some manner she 
turned on the electric heater behind 
some draperies. In a short time the 
draperies became ignited and it was 
while trying to extinguish the blaze 
that she was burned. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Milton Schuster, Chicago booker: 
Billy Wilson, Avenue, Detroit, Mich.; 
| Lew Orth, Star & Garter, Chicago; 
Lennon and Delight, Nile, Bakers- 
| field, Cal. 

Milo Bennett, Chicago booker: 
| Ruth Thomas, George Clark, Helen 








| Singer, Central, Chicago; Georgie 
| Hall, Chateau, Chicago; George 
| Simmons, J. J. Fleming, Williard 


Kent, Phyllis MacKaye, Studebaker, 
Chicago, 
tuth Lee succeeded Edna Hib- 
bard in “Tenth Avenue” on tour. 
Helen La Vonne replaced Louise 
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panied them, her crepe frock being a delicate yellow and her slippers 
pale green. 

Walter Walters “Co.” wore a simple white crepe de chine dress with 
a black velvet basque effect on the bodice. 


At the Capitol 


When a mist of white curtain rises the Capitol ballet “Snow Flakes” 
makes a pretty picture in rather long white tulle costumes with silver 
Stars sprinkled all over them Joyce Coles’ silver edged ruffles were 
shorter and the band of diamonds in her hair wider than the others. 

The same all white set was used for the “Winter Frolics,” with the 
stage orchestra seated in an ornate sled. They have evidently won 
their letter, all of them, for each had a large “C” on the front of his red 
sweater, and of course their knitted caps were red, too. 

Chester Hale girls in short white costumes with rows of white marabou 
on skirts, cuffs of the same but no sleeves appeared later in other white 


costumes consisting of capes and uniforms and a skating team speeded 
up the finish. 





Why Malones Are Merry 

“The Merry Malones” had every reason to be merry with two such 
lovely daughters as Polly Walker and Dorothy Whitmore and the 
daughters couldn't help but he merry wearing such beautiful frocks and 
wraps. In fact they had so many they changed both between the gate 
and rose garden of the last act when Dorothy’s gorgeous gold ensemble 
became a white one of taffeta with three pleated tiers. Polly didn’t 
change her dainty pink crepe frock or taffeta wrap made unusual by 
having the fullness come from the center of the back and a soft ruffle 
all around the edge of chiffon. 

Mother (Sarah Edwards), changed from a green metallic ensemble to 
white which the entire company wore for the final gathering of the 
dancers. Among so many dancers, including Fay Adler, the daintiest 
of them all, whom Strand audiences will remember, and George Cohan 
with his hair and feet belleing each other, voices are scarce, Dorothy 
Whitmore’s tone and diction are clear and with an occasional high note 
by Ina Hayward is the only singing noticeable. 

As further indication that “God's Good to the Irish” Mr. Cohan uses 
two full lines of the Christmas hymn as part of one of his melodies, 

The chorus made an effective group in costumes of silver the skirts 
of long fringe with only a large silk bow of orange at the left side. The 
rose garden scene was especially pretty with the girls In buffant gowns 
of soft satin a darker shade of rose than the flowers that scattered 
over them. 


5th Ave’s. Spirit and “Gossips” 

The Fifth Avenue is showing the proper spirit. It’s only right the 
theatre should start the movement for “Equal rights for men.” For @ 
long time women have only been charged 25 cents here, and now the 
men are to share the privilege. Business may have nothing to do with it, 
Reserve seats now for the New Year’s Eve party—lemon drops and 
chocolate bars for sale in the lobby. 

“Gossips of 1927,” with a couple of burlesque’s favorite blackouts for 
spice, hasn’t gathered many new stories lately. The girls’ band can feel 
sure of their good looks since this is evident despite the unattractive cos- 
tumes they still wear. 

Alice Howard and Sophie Bennet appeared first in capes of georgette 
crepe, one green, the other pink, with matching ostrich collars. Gowns 
were of the same colors with circular bands of rhinestones and beads on 
the skirts which ended with lace hems of the same. Silver used on the 
bodices looked solid enough to be armor and gave the impression of 
being too heavy for the rest of the costume, but that didn't interfere 
with their harmony or the pleasure of the audience, 





Academy Dressing 

Brail and Palo, with their Jugo Slav orchestra, led by a girl, found 
an appreciative audience in the Academy. The musicians were in native 
costume but the feminine dancer's outfit must have represented a 
mythical country. Both the dress and voice of the girl introducing the 
“Family Album” made a very poor impression. She later redeemed 
somewhat in two black dresses since her pretty hair was auburn. The 
final black gown had a hem of silver lace and was embroidered in steel 
beads. 

Winifred St. Clair wore a smart cape frock using plain white and 
flowered crepe de chine effectively, plain for bodice and hem and flowered 
| for cape and skirt. The white silk shawi worn over a white georgette 
| frock later was embroidered only with sprays of small leaves and 
flowers just above the heavy fringe, lovely. Nora had to get giggled 
with her costumes so her wrap was a gaudily flowered cape with a 
round collar. Betancourt changes costumes like most women do their 
opinions. She finished in navy blue with a short matching coat for 
her bows. 





Only Elinor’s Book Can Explain 

Masters and Grace changed their act a little for the State. 
girls with them wore ruffled costumes of the Tony Pastor era with 
black lace mittens and large bonnets. The act seemed to have more 
life than when at the 5th Avenue, 

Donovan and Lee were warmly welcomed. Miss Lee wore a georgette 
frock in flame color, trimmed with matching ostrich on the hem and 
edging the detachable bolero of the bodice. Lieut. Gitz Rice and his 
Northwest Mounted also have Marie. She wore a red coat and cap with 
a pleated black satin skirt that was split twice because Marie !s a dancer, 

Elinor Glyn, introduced reverently by the manager in formal dress, 
stood beside a high backed chair draped with artistic carlessness in 
green silk, probably because Elinor’s hair is auburn. Her black velvet 
| gown was draped to the left side and had a long train. It also had tight 
| sleeves with drapes from each wrist. Pearls of course, were close to the 
neck as well as long and knotted half way down. “It” possessors, says 
Mme. Glyn, are entirely unselfconscious, half self confidence and some- 
thing in the eye that only her book can explain. 


What Foreign Stars Don’t Know 


The two 
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TIMES SQUARE 








AROUND THE SQUARE 


H-o-t “Helen” 

“The Private Life of Helen of Troy” at the Globe spells its title out 
fm the tungsten display in this sequence, “The Private H-O-T Life of 
Helen of Troy.” In addition the “hot” part gets the display in all adver- 
tising. Routining of the lights was done purposely. 








Hit Makes Parties, Back Stage 

In a certain musical success the company is so carried away with 
the putover that nightly parties are being held. After each evening 
performance, the parties are so long, numerous and flamboyant in the 
dressing rooms that the management, having no objection and not 
desiring to make the troupe discontented, has engaged a special watch- 
man who is all but a “house detective” to see that the frolics do not 
go too far. 

One answer was that a downtown John who stuck in the playhouse 
until 2:30 a. m., staggered out and placed with the added guardian a 
check for $800 for tickets to the next evening’s performance. The check 
was O. K. and the party backstage next night was a wow. 

All this without solicitation from the management, but just shoulder- 
shrugging tolerance because it so happened that one of the chorines 
had met a New York rounder in Paris and when he renewed the ac- 
quaintance he started all the shootin’. 





Plush overcoats have replaced camel's hair as the swanky thing for 
the well-dressed curbstone gentry. 





Guinan Kids and a Check : 


Friday afternoon in a heavy downpour 16 of Texas Guinan’s “kids” 
aired their views in front of the Longacre Bank on 8th avenue and 43d 
street, New York, about that banking institution in general and its 
cashier, Pat Codyre, particularly. It resulted from Codyre’s questioning 
the genuineness of an $845 check by Texas Guinan given to the girls to 
pay off part of the week’s salarfes. . 

With the kids “broke,” they trudged down from the Century theatre 
basement on 62d street where Miss Guinan had her club recently and 
sought to cash the check. Codyre didn’t believe Miss Guinan issued it 
and after phoning the nite club hostess and talking to her, he was still 
skeptical, but the kids got their money. 





No Market For Life of Maurice 


The latest widow of the late Maurice, Miss Ambrose, has been offering 
through Harry Reichenbach the story of her life and the life of the 
deceased dancing idol, Maurice Mouvet. Reichenbach, her press man- 
ager and eager to get the stuff in print as she became the star of a high- 
priced cabaret, first offered it free and asked publication. Several news- 
papers were interested. He immediately put a price on the stuff. When 
one agreed to negotiate he turned the matter over to an agent who 
frankly admitted that he was to get a share of the take. The result 


‘was that, without any gentlemen’s agreement or trust understanding, 


the story was turned down generally, Reichenbach receiving the curt 
reply on all sides, “Not Interested!” 

Miss Ambrose knew nothing of all this, having simply followed in- 
structions. 





Contract Bridge for Chumps 


The latest chump racket in Times Square fs contract bridge. It is 
a new version of the game which, a few years most respectable, has 
become the gambling rage of the professionals. It calls for skill as well 
as chance, and it has always been a psychological fact that where those 
who specialize in becoming sharks at an indoor pastime that calls on 
the brain play it out with strangers they can do better than in the out- 
and-out tip-and-toss systems. 

Everyone who plays contract bridge twice thinks he is a past master 
at it. Without cheating, the boys who can afford to concentrate on 
the newly discovered possibilities have it on the amateurs from Times 
Square to Copley Plaza—so they take no chances; they just outplay the 
chumps and clean up. 

There are not less than 1,000 contract bridge games going any night 
within apple-throwing distance of Broadway and 44th street, and three 
out of four are racketeers—the fourth pays—plenty. 





Peddling Rye By the Galion 

The latest hootch gag is peddling rye in gallon jugs. Something about 
the four-quart measure, sans label, makes it seem honest. The leggers 
are offering these in quantity at $25 a gallon, or $40 the single glass 
vessel. The jaded buyers are accepting it at face value. It is drug-store 
whiskey, good but not great. The Christmas and New Year holidays will 
be lit with it and the worst results will be protracted hangovers. The 
rates are extortionate but that is the reaction of every American 
“blessing.” 





Hotél’e “Courtesy Cards” for Pros 
The Eastgate, “class” theatrical hostelry in Chicago, is issuing “court- 
esy cards” to select personages. The cards entitle the bearer to clear 
access to rooms at any time, with of without baggage. 





Len Hall and the Cheesers 

Leonard Hall, the new “Telegram” critic, has attracted the most at- 
tention of any play scrivener for the shortest space of time hg has been 
officiating on the Scripps-Howard New York evening sheet, fhen Hall 
replaced Frank Vreeland the Washington scribe had Broadway focused 
on him for the first few days and then cinched the attention by going 
after the generally accepted legit favorites. In Mr. Hall's estimation 
Reinhardt was a stock company entrepreneur, Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontaine just weren't, and Pauline Lord never was. ' 

This is prelude to a biting dissertation by Sam Marx, the editor of 
Donald Flamm’'s throwaway weekly, “New York Amusements,” which 
exists by grace of the Shuberts and other bountiful lineage customers at 
about $10 per page. Marx did something a throwaway guide in New 
York has never done before, 1. e. attract genuine attention because of 
the merits of the text outside of the advertising columns, 

Marx went after Hall in a recent issue and Hall, fully cognizant of it, 
bided his time until Monday (Dec. 12) to answer this critic of a critic. 

The circumstances revolved about a frame at the Cheese Club last 
Friday where an embryo press agent who bears some resemblance to 
Hall, although he does not particularly fiatter the ‘“‘Telegram’s” scribe, 
inspired the hoax of masquerading as Hall and introducing Marx to him. 
Marx had never seen Hall anyway so it made little difference. 

After some maneuvering by Walter J. Kingsley who merely engineered 
the introductories, but who disclaims cognizance of the frame, as Mr. 
Hall credited him as witty Monday night, Marx and the pseudo-Hall 
were introduced at the Cheesers’ Friday luncheon, 

“Hall” politely took Marx to task for his lack of hospitality, civility 
and courtesy and Marx was somewhat qualifying in his personal im- 
pressions of the pseudo-critic. This was what the real Hall capitalized 
in Monday's “Telegram” when he had it that “Mr. Max indulged in a 
little high powered apologizing.” 

The Cheesers, sensing how good the gag went, then sprung a few of 
the legit press agents on the phony Hall who panned their copy, their 
tardiness in submitting it, its dearth of news value and had the boys 
who never met Hall doing calisthenics in trying to be “nice.” 

The “Journal” berth for which Vreeland was slated went to John An- 
derson, now on the “Post.” Vreeland turned down the p. a, job with 
Philip Goodman to succeed Bernard Simon who wants to free-lance as 
@® writer. 


44TH ST. SAFE ROBBED 


Moved te Kitchen of Restaurant 
and Rifled 








Disregarding additional police 
protection along Broadway, burglars 
forced their way Sunday into the 
Rosoff Restaurant, 152 West 44th 
street, rifled the safe of $650 and es- 
caped, 

The robbery was discovered when 
employes opened the store at 7 
a.m. They found the safe was not 
in its usual place in the front of 
the restaurant under a brilliant 
electric light. It had been dragged 
into the kitchen. 

On the floor beside the wrecked 
safe, the door of which had been 
pried open with a crowbar and 
sledge hammer, were the tools, 
gloves and flashlight of the thieves. 
When detectives of West 47th 
Street Station arrived on the scene 
they discovered that the thieves 
entered through a rear window and 
then forced their way into the kit- 
chen, 





Mrs. Pierce’s Sentence 


Mrs. Evelyn Pierce, 30, dancing 
instructoress, of 140 West 75th 
street, was sentenced to a term of 
from two and a half to five years 
by Judge Max 8S. Levine in General 
Sessions following her plea of guilty 
to manslaughter in the second 
degree. 

Mrs. Pierce had been indicted for 
murder in the first degree for the 
stabbing to death her husband, 
Howard, during a drunken brawl in 
their home June $30 last. 

After investigation the district at- 
torney recommended the acceptance 
of the manslaughter plea, informing 
the court the State could not prove 
premeditation. 


GLICK FOULS MORGAN 


(Continued from page 40) 


it and permitted Glick to wade into 
the woozy westerner. 


Morgan’s Rough Evening 
Forbes got a proper razzing for 
that, the bugs suggesting he go to 
the old man’s home. He lost count 
of the rounds too and was in the 
centre of the ring when the 14th 
began, walking away when the fans 
called attention to the error. 

The surprise of the match was 
the showing of Glick. He started 
in pasting Morgan with a left hook 
from the first bell and it looked 
like the boys would go home early. 
Joe had the strength and although 
he missed plenty of hay-makers he 
certainly punished Morgan . with 
smashes to the body. They will 
probably rematch these boys. 

The battle became _ sensational 
when Morgan shook the cobwebs 
out of his dome. By far the better 
boxer, he popped Joe with his left 
and crossed plenty with the right, 
shaking the contender up time and 
again. There was no time when 
Glick was in danger but he knew he 
was in a fight. As for Morgan, of 
the times he defended his title here, 
he never fought so hard and this 
Glick match is probably the rough- 
est evening in his young career. 

There were many fight followers 
who questioned the alleged foul 
that ended the match. As for them, 
they were probably betting “smart 
money” on Glick. There is some 
doubt about the correctness of 
Forbes’ ruling because few people 
saw just what happened.’ Another 
is that when Morgan and Glick met 
a year or 80 ago, Morgan won 
easily and sent Joe to the mat a 
couple of times. This time it was 
Tod who did the diving. 

Corporal Izzy Schwartz won over 
Dave Montrose, better known as 
Newsboy Brown of Los Angeles. 
The lilliputians put up an excellent 
battle for the flyweight champion- 
ship vacated by Fidel Le Barba. 
Canada claims to have a champ at 
the weight, too, so there is some 
question as to who is the right one. 

Izzy’s lightning like counter 
punches, inside uppercuts and such 
won him the match. If some of the 
heavier men could approach this 
kid’s timing and precision, they 
would get somewhere. Brown shot 
for the body, while Schwartz spe- 
clalized to the jaw. Neither midget 
wat hurt nor were there any knock- 
dows but there was action all the 
way, 15 rounds. The coast kid 
looked much the stronger and is 
surprisingly muscled. That made 
Schwartz’ showing the more credit- 
able for he is a slight looking chap. 








Ada Williams engaged by Al 
Nathan for feminine lead in his 
new series of Sunkist Comedies, 
made at California studios. 

Orville Caldwell, knight in “The 
Miracle,” for male lead in “Sally 
of the Scandals,” F. B. Q 
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For show people, as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requests, 


it may serve the out-of-towner as a time-saver in selection. 

Variety tends the judgment of its expert guidance 
entertaininent denoted. 

No slight or blight is intended for those unmentioned. 
of Variety’s compilation only as a handy reference. 


PLAYS ON BROADWAY 


Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed 
commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: 
York and Comment.” 


In that department, both in the comment and the actua! 
the gross receipts of each show will be found the necessary information 
as to the most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged, 

NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 

Capitol—“The Lovelorn.” 

Colony—“The Lone Eagle.” 

Paramount—“Serenade.” 

Rialto—"Now We're in the Air” (Beery-Hatton). 


Rivoli—The Devil Dancer” with Gilda Gray in person. 
Strand—‘“‘Man Crazy.” 


Roxy—“The Girl From Chicago.” 


in the various 
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NEW SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH SEEING 
“Sunrise” “Helen of Troy” “Wings” 
“Jazz Singer” (Al Jolson) “The Gaucho” (Fairbanks) 
“Love” (Gilbert-Garbo) 





NIGHT LIFE 


The Parody, with the inimitable Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the 
features, is recommended at all times. Parody also has a girlie show to 
augment “those three boys.” 


Chez Morgan with Helen Morgan breaking in with “The Show Boat* 
is doing fairly well; Miss Morgan returns next week, 


Vincent Lopez, with an excellent show at the Casa Lopez, must be 
made,” if only for the Lopez dance music. Jack Osterman is m.c. For 
a change of pace and a Bohemian atmosphere, don’t miss the Club 
Barney, in Greenwich Village. 

The hotels like the Roosevelt (Ben Bernie) and Pennsylvania (Johnny 
Johnson) should not be overlooked for relief purposes for straight dining 
and dancing purposes, before or after theatre. 

The Little Club has a fast show headed by Emile Boreo, Grace Hayes 
and Mrs. Park Benjamin. 

George Olsen at the Club Richman is the sensation of the night clubs, 
with turnaway business. Two other jazz maestros at their own nite 
clubs are recent starters. Ben Bernie is doubling from the Roosevelt into 
the Club Intime and Harold Leonard opens Thursday at Harold Leonard’s 
(nee the Mimic) with his orchestra. 

Of the other class spots, the Montmartre is very worth-while, and the 
Lido has the unique Moss and Fontana, dancers, as the new feature, 

The Mirador now offers Maurice’s widow, Eleanor Ambrose, and 
Charles Sabin as the dance stars. 

Van and Schenck are at the Silver Slipper, with an _ excellent 
supporting show. The Everglades has a new show; the Frivolity is 
continuing its usual healthy trade, and Fuzzy Knight at the 54th St. Club 
always produces a fast entertainment, 

For a touch of Montmartre on Bresdway, the unique Tommy Lyman, 
warbling his ballads at the Salon Royal, is very worth-while; Texas 
Guinan joins Lymar as co-star on Thursday, 


Up in Harlem the Cotton Club has a whale of a hotsy-totsy brown- 
skin revue, 





RECOMMENDED DISK RECORDS 


Brunswick No. 3644—Louis Katzman’s Anglo-Persians, famous WEAF 
commercial broadcasters, are at home with Oriental fox-trots like “A 
Siren’s Dream” and “Dancing Tambourine.” They broadcast consistently 
prior to recording. Make distinctive dance numbers. 

Victor No. 21034—Tuneful fox-trots by George Olsen and His Music 
with the Olsen trio prominent in both. Couplet is from “Connecticut 
Yankee.” Titles are “My Heart Stood Still” and “I Feel at Home With 
You,” done in Olsen’s best manner, which says plenty. 

Columbia No. 1129—Don Voorhees and his crack radio band do tricks 
with the tricky “Soliloquy,” Rube Bloom’s intricate piano solo, and the 
redoubtable “My Blue Heaven.” 

Edison No. 52139—Harry Reser, leader of the Clicquot Club Eskimos, ° 
goes it alone on the Edison with his banjo solos of ‘The Old Town Pump” 
and “The Clock and the Banjo.” Permits for some fancy didoes on his , 
stringed instrument. 

Victor 21039—The Relevers are plenty hot with “The Varsity Drag,” 
Jack Smith is a bit over-confidential in whispering “The Best Things in 
Life” from “Good News.” 

Brunswick No. 3262—Frederic Fradkin violin solos a pair of familiar 
and popular classics, the “Traumerei” and Drdla’s “Souvenir.” They are 
very worthy recordings. 





RECOMMENDED SHEET MUSIC 
“Among My Souvenirs” “Beneath Venetian Skies” 
“Lonely in a Crowd” “Old Names of Old Flowers” q 
“Stay Out of the South” “An Old Guitar and an Old Refrain” 


ALONG THE LINE 


(Continued from page 41) 


slan designer and substituted “hokum,” they might get him the heavy 
attention they’re playing for. The time was ripe for Aronson to be 
publicized, For four years he has been designing the sets and costumes 
for Unser Teater in the Bronx and the Yiddish Art theatre. Recently, 
he made his first English-speaking production, the Civic Repertory’s 
“2X2—5." This exhibit, sponsored by Sheldon Cheney, J. Brooks Atkin- 
son, Cleon Throckmorton, Kenneth Macgowan and Maurice Schwart4, 
includes the sets of these past productions. 

Aronson’s work is interesting. It’s artiness igs not formidable. Un- 
questionably, he will be cooed over by the people who like their art 
without cream or sugar. But he seems to have enough elasticity to get 
by with those who are less robust aesthetically. Reduced to black and 
white, his sets are especially effective. They suggest picture possibill- 
— “Faust” and “The Cabinet of Doctor Caliaghieri” employed similar 

ecors. 

In costuming Aronson paints his colors on the fabric. That might be & 
little strong for the Times Square theatres. Painted plaits will not 


unfold for an uptown hitch-kiek. But the revues might find something 
effective in his ideas, 











Female Pets 

Certain stars are the female’s pets. Women are crazy about Garbo 
now, as they once were about Swanson, It isn’t only clothes. It's 
subtlety and _ sophistication. A fascinating, poised, misunderstood 
heroine gets under the female skin. They like to imagine themselves 
such high-powered, toney devastors. Mary Pickford always got the 
women on pity and sympathy. She made them feel motherly. As did 
Gish. Harry Langdon plays to whole houses full of mothers. They 
feel “Poor pale little thing!” 

Any mothers who gee Clara Bow in “Get Your Man,” will like telling 
her to pipe down. A young girl’s antagonism may not be so definite. 
But she will feel that she, herself, would hate to run up against such 
a double-dealing little rival. 


Heroines ought to be idealized women. Miss Anzer has spread the 





idealization pretty thin on poor Clara, 
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By LEW NEY 





He blew in from Jersey tiis morn- 
ing with a flood of words that would 
stop 2 Lindy in the air. He had 
paused ever night in Christopher 
street where speakeasies are plenti- 
ful and free beds, too. 
me to sell literature of his own 


making. 

Collis he called himself, and the 
cold atmosphere of unheated halls 
had not dampened his enthusiasm. 


“Everybody that writes seems to 
come to the Village sooner or later,” 
pe ventured. “T have several plays, 
a novel and stacks of short stories 
that I would sell at a fair price just 
to get my room rent. I find four 
doughnuts and two cups of coffee 
a very satisfactory meal. I just 
jove to write. 

“I have seen so much of life it 
seems I could write all the time 
just telling about my experiences. 
I left a play in a suitcase in a 
bakery in Jersey. You see I am 
really up against it since I got 
fired from that teaching job I had’— 
and on and on. 


Breezy Elsie 


Bisie breezes in just as she did at 
Joel’s years ago. Surely you have 
heard what made Elsie famous. 
She's the girl that tried to visit the 
North Pole when she was doing a 
vaudeville act in Winnipeg. Her 
vaudeville companions had a show 
of their own when she came back 
from an all-day trolley ride and her 
first lesson in geography. 


Christmas Blah 


The blah of Christmas is upon us. 
Bloppish days, ghoulish nights, mad 
crowds shopping everywhere, busy 
buyers, stupid sellers, all to glorify 
business. 

Village studios are busy with 
gifts, plans for parties, much like 
other quarters. Bosses are wonder- 
ing if they can make a $5 gold 
piece look as big as the $10 bill they” 
gave away last year. Beaus are 
querying whether or not to get that 
platinum lavalliere. Blondes give 
away their knitting knacks to prove 
their homey ways, competing with 
the hankies and store ties of less 
domestic brunets. 

Christmas spirit is chuck full of 
suggestive gestures, rivalry, rev- 
elry and commercial bigotry. But 
also the joy and thrill and good 
eheer through the holidays. Hearts 
melt, age is not felt and even 
misers spend. 


Anything Wet 


I love to sit on a wet bench 
beyond the Washington Arch on a 
damp, foggy night and see dimly 
the castles in the air about me. 
And when a biizzard comes at night 
I'll be there, too, to get that im- 
pression while it lasts. 

The popular indoor sport of old 
Villagers who have been to Paris 
and Moscow is to return to some- 
where hereabouts and belch a book 
on our changes during their un- 
noticed absence. That is just an- 
other way to provide a pot boiler. 

Thus and so Dr. Max Eastman 
does his bit to damn us all as com- 
mercial parasites in his new book, 
“Venture.” It isn’t nice of Max to 
encourage and advertise the cool 
commercialism that does exist. But 
Max, too, has changed and isn’t the 
same at all as he was when rows 
broke up the old and illiberal Lib- 
eral Club; as when he made the 
“Masses” which never helped the 
working classes. He, too, has be- 
come a commercial person, and he 
looks for business now where he 
Sought serene Bohemia 10 years 
ago. 

Cheap Cussing 

Well, the sightseeing rabble has not 
driven the Chinks from Chinatown. 
It is most interesting to go there on 
holidays when the angle-eyed Ori- 
entals come in from Jersey and 
Connecticut by the train load. 

And so if you hunger for atmos- 
Phere and thirst for old bars that 
have gone down in defeat, old timer, 
come back, if at all, as you left and 
re-establish yourself in a cold gar- 
ret or rat-run basement and belong 
to & crowd or gang or clique as you 
did before going away. You can 
still run down the Rabbit Hole and 
Play chess or eat spaghetti with red 
ink or discuss philosophy and cuss 
capitalists over a cup of tea for a 
dime or less. 





Max Gabel has bought a play en- 
titled “The Last Dance,” by A. 
Blum, for production next year with 
Jennie Goldstein in the stellar role. 


The title has been changed from “A 
Woman’s Soul.” 


He came to! 
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NEW COPS IN SQ. 


Loaned to Capt. Lennon for Holiday 
Season—Double-Edged Transfer 


Captain Edward Lennon, 


the West 47th street 
station, has been “loaned” about 15 
young bluecoats from various pre- 
cincts in Manhattan. Every year 
just before the Xmas holidays the 
police commissioner sees that the 
Times Square and Fifth Avenue 
jewelers are well protected, 

The new Broadway squad was 
recently enhanced, The members of 
this outfit keep Broadway clear of 
evil gentry just as the Fifth Ave- 
nue “boys” see that dips and poke 
men remain off the Avenue. 

The bluecoats on Broadway are 
somewhat vexed. They have been 
given new posts. That means when 
the storekeepers and others play 
Santa Claus they will be nowhere 
to be found. The young rookies 
that are helping them to cover 
Broadway are just as badly off. 

The cops are out on Broadway 
in large numbers and happy to say 
there has not been a stickup on the 
Big Stem in a long while. 

“The boys” have gone to the eity 
where scar-face Al Capone is said 
to reign, from accounts. 


WIFE STABBED WHEN 
FOUND WITH MAN 


Frank Freeman Raided Apart- 
ment—Wife, in Hospital, Did 
Not Appear in Court 


com- 
mander of 








When Mrs. Edga Roberts Free- 
man, claiming to be a former ac- 
tress, 161 West 77th street, failed to 
appear before Magistrate Dreyer in 
Yorkville Court to prosecute her 
husband, Frank, the case was ad- 
journed until today (Wednesday), 
and a subpoena issued for her. 

Freeman is accused of having 
stabbed his wife three times when 
he raided an apartment at 517 Mad- 
ison avenue, and found her in com- 
pany of Henry W. Livermore. The 
case had been adjourned because 
Mrs. Freeman was confined to 
Bellevue Hospital. 

When the case was called an at- 
torney representing Freeman asked 
that it be dismissed, as he did not 
believe the wife would appear. Mag- 
istrate Dreyer refused and issued a 
subpoena for her appearance. The 
attorney also requested the judge 
to issue warrants for the arrests of 
Mrs. Freeman and Livermore on a 
statutory ground. 

Magistrate Dreyer told the attor- 
ney to draw affidavits and present 
them to him, and he would take the 
case under consideration. 





Flower Girl Discharged; 
Engineer Didn’t Appear 


Marvis King, 20, 44 West 650th 
street, flower girl in Texas Guinan’s 
former Century Club, was dis- 
charged before Magistrate Goodman 
in West Side Court. 


tive McDonnell, West 68th street 
station, on a charge of grand lar- 
ceny preferred by Harry W. Nel- 
son, engineer, of 393 7th avenue. 
The case was dismissed when Nel- 
son failed to appear to prosecute. 

Nelson had visited the Guinan 
club Dec. 10, he said, and after 
spending considerable money in 
tips to various employees invited 
the King girl out to breakfast. 
After they had eaten and were en 
route to her home, Nelson charged 
the girl had _ rifled his pockets 
of $600. 

Miss King denied she had taken 
the money and said her arrest was 
spite on the part of Nelson. She 
said he attempted to attack her 
while they were in the taxicab. 

The case was called three times 
and Nelson did not appear. The 
detective said he had made every 
effort to locate Nelson but that he 
had been unable to do so. Nelson 
is believed to have sailed for Eu- 
rope. 








Rivera, Brooklyn, former K-A 
house leased to Lovis Werba for 
dramatic stock, is playing independ- 
ent vaude bills on Sundays beoked 
by Jack Linder. Bight acts and a 
pfeture. 





‘Ratta Bella Castro, 








She had been arrested by Detec- | 


TIMES SQUARE 


HARLEM’S NITE LIFE 
AS COURT RELATED 


With 
Belles and Beaux of Black 
Belt, Pinched for Cutting 


An incident of the night life and 


habits of the habitues of the Har- 
lem “Black Belt” as pertaining to 
the theatrical profession was dis- 


closed when Ratta Bella Castro, 23, 
“high-yallar” dancer, who professed 
to be a Spaniard, was placed on trial 
before a jury and Judge Otto A. 
Rosalsky in General Sessions. She 
was charged with felonious assault 
in having stabbed her boy-friend 
during a fit of jealousy. 

Ratta, who described herself as a 
dancer, show-girl, chorus-girl and 
singer, is accused of digging a pen- 
knife into the hide of her erstwhile 
sweetie during a despondent fit at 
a dance. She denied the charge, de- 
claring the complainant, Santiago 
Lopez, 22, a cigar-maker of 14 West 
127th street, had injured himself 
while they were in a tussle for the 
knife. 

Some time ago Ratta met San- 
tiago in one of the numerous cab- 
arets in Harlem. She was with a 
young man whom she called hus- 
band at the time. Raita took a lik- 
ing to Santiago. She testified she 
“fell flat for him.” 

The next day he called at her 
home, 246 West 129th street. Ratta 
still had her original spouse on 
hand. Santiago’s frequent visits 
caused a ruction between the .two 
admirers. About a month ago her 
“husband” was stabbed in a fight. 
Santiago was not arrested or even 
accused, but Harlem got the low 
down, 

Dolled Up 


A week later Ratta received an 
invitation from Santiago to attend 
a party at 47 East 134th street. She 
called there after she had concluded 
her bit at the stock burlesqué show 
at the Alhambra theatre. The title 
of the show that week was “Step, 
Pep and Ginger.” 

Ratta, led by her attorney, 
James D. C. Murray, stated that 
after the show she went home, 
dolled up and then went to the 
party. She saw Santiago and about 
30 others. She danced with Santiago 
once or twice and then he returned 
to his other lady. 

The defendant testified that after 
his other lady had left the place she 
danced with a stranger. Santiago 
became enraged and started to beat 
her up. 

Trying to protect, herself she 
reached into her pocketbook, she 
said, and pulled forth a small pen- 
knife. In the tussle that followed 
Santi was cut a half-dozen times on 
the chest and neck. He was re- 
moved to Harlem Hospital. 

Remorsefully, Ratta accompanied 
him there. He pleaded that she in- 
form his “wife.” Ratta testified she, 
with love still commanding her, 
called at the home of “Mrs.” Lopez 
and informed the latter her boy- 
friend was in the hospital. The 
next day Ratta was arrested for 
chopping up Santiago. 

Under cross-examination by As- 
sistant District Attorney William 
Maloney, Katta admitted. she had 
been supplying money to Santiago 
for several months, in fact ever 
since he was released from the 
penitentiary, knowing all the time 
that he had another “girl friend.” 

“Why did you give him money?” 
inquired Mr. Maloney. 

“Oh” replied Miss Castro, “I 
wanted to be a sport. Also, I admit 
I sort of liked him.” 

“What did you give him the 
money for?” 

“Oh, Santi wanted to ‘lollie-pa- 
loosa up’ (doll up), go to the movies 
while I was working, and gamble,” 
was the reply. 

The case went to the jury and the 
dope was that it would acquit the 
defendant as the ordinary jury in 
the Criminal Courts is ignorant of 
the ways of the inhabitants of part 
of Harlem’s “Black Belt.” 





Spec Steerers Fined 


Magistrate Henry M. R. Goodman 
in West Side Court imposed $5 fines 
on theatre ticket steerers. 

Samuel Cohen was arrested in 
front of the Criterion. tobert 
Hitchman was seized in front of the 
Embassy. 

Both arrests were made by De- 
tective Harold Tyrrell of Captain 
Edward Lennon's staff of West 47th 
street. 

Nest 





The pair pleaded guilty in 
Side Court. 


| MINISTER'S SON’S CHECK 








| A Bouncer and Frances Keegan Did 
| Rest—An Arrest 


Frances Keegan, assistant man- | 


ager of Town Hall, in West 43rd 
| street, will be the complainant in 
West Side Court today (Wednes- 
day) against Erwin Popcke, 26, son 


lof a Lutheran minister, of 424 East 
84th street. The charged 
with giving Miss Keegan a bounc- 
ing check for $200. 

Popcke was arrested in the Dis- 
trict Attorney's office by detective 
George Smith following an investi- 
}gation by Assistant District Attor- 
ney Alex Lehman. In West Side 
Court over a dozen women, alleged 
victims of Popcke, appeared. 

The minister's son was represent- 
ed by former Magistrate Charles 
Oberwager. Lehman will conduct 
the prosecution, Lehman told news- 
papermen that young Popcke has 
swindled scores of poor persons, 

The defendant's father, William, 
and his wife, appeared in court. 
The parent has the greatest confi- 
dence in his son, His wife told re- 
porters that her husband has been 
passionately fond of Richard Wag- 
ner, the German composer. So much 


son is 


so, she said, that he named his 
three-year old son Richard after 
him. 





Early Morning Fire at 
B’way-5Ilst—No One Hurt 


About 40 tenants in the 5-story 
building at the northwest corner of 
5ist street and Broadway, opposite 
the Capitol, were driven to the 
street in scant attire early Monday 
morning when fire swept almost the 
entire building. 

The fire, of unknown origin, 
started on one of the upper floors. 
It spread with amazing rapidity and 
that everyone escaped was consid- 
ered miraculous. The fourth and 
fifth floors were almost completely 
gutted. 

It was about 5 a. m. when one of 
the tenants, a number of whom are 
theatrical people, smelled smoke, 
and opening the door found it a 
virtual fog with flames coming wp 
the airshaft. He notified Jeremiah 
Hayes, elevator operator, and he in 
turn got Policeman John Maher, 
West 47th Street Station. 

Maher turned in an alarm and 
then rushed into the building. 
Meantime, Hayes had started up- 
stairs and began making regular 
trips to take the panic-stricken ten- 
ants to the street. Many left their 
apartments in paiamas and slip- 
pers. 

After quite a stubborn fight the 
blaze was extinguished. Damage 
could not be estimated. 


Coast Booze Prices 


San Francisco, Dec. 29. 

Little if any advance is quoted for 
Holiday period “booze.” Despite re- 
ports circulated of a scarcity, there 
is a plentiful supply in the Bay reg- 
fon, some comparatively good stuff. 

The demand is especially heavy 
for wines and gin, with some of the 
leggers quoting “fair” prices for s0- 
called “imported stuff.” 

Here’s the schedule for the yule- 
tide period: 

Alcoho!]—$10 gallon. 

Aged “corn’’—$5 pint. 

Canadian whiskies—$66 case, 

Grandad whisky—$5.50 pint. 

Gin—$2.50, fifth gallon; three bot- 
tles for $6. 

Wine (assorted)—$5 gallon. 





Artist Model Freed 


After a jury had failed to agree 
in the case of Winifred Fisher, 24, 
artist model of 868 West End ave- 
nue, who was charged with burglary 
in the third degree, the district at- 
torney recommended that the in- 
dictment against Miss Fisher be 
dismissed and she was freed. 

The model was arrested Nov. 17 
on the complaint of her former 
friend, Bernice Shagena of 1970 
Lexington avenue, who charged the 
defendant with breaking into her 
apartment by way of a rear fire 
escape and carting off furniture and 
other articles worth $1,000. 

The police and the district attor- 
ney beliéved that robbery was a 
spite job due to a quarrel between 
the two women over the complain- 
ant’s sweetheart. 


While in New York Jack Marks, 
steamship agent located at South- 
ampton, England, arranged to rep- 
resent the Times Square Travel Bu- 
reau (Paul Tausig & Son) in 
Southampton, while that firm will 
| Pte st nt Marks here, 
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| FOOL GIRL FOR $200 


Petty Larceny Crooks Make 
Love and Trouble to Split 
$160 from Trusting Nurse 


Constance Blanchard, 27, titiane 
haired, from Springfield, Mass., who 
;came to the ‘Big Stem’ to have a 


pre-nuptial feast and be wedded the 
following day, is in Jefferson Mar- 
ket prison. She lives at 141 Maple 
avenue, Springfield, and is an or- 
phan. 


Somewhere, maybe on Broadway 
or its environs, are two “sharpers” 
that victimized Miss Blanchard, be- 
lieves Detective “Bill” O'Donnell, of 
Police Headquarters. The Broad- 
way Squad is seeking two men 
whom the young woman claims 
duped her. 

Miss Blanchard is a graduate 
nurse. Less than two weeks ago she 
met “Bob Henry” in Boston. She 
was introduced to “Henry.” He 
stated he was a wealthy silk mer- 
chant and made ardent love to the 
nurse, He proposed and she ac- 
cepted. 

They .were to be wedded in New 
York at the Little Church Around 
the Corner. She preceded him 
here, registering at the.-Manger ho- 
tel. He followed soon after. They 
dined at a Broadway restaurant. 
While seated at their pre-nuptial 
feast, “Edward Williams,” stately 
and “Bob's” attorney, joined them. 

“Mr. Williams congratulated 
them. “Bob,” said the phoney law- 
yer, “here is a check from your es- 
tate. The executor told me to make 
it out.” “Bob” thanked the lawyer 
and suggested that “my bride take 
it.” Miss Blanchard accepted the 
check. 

For $2006 

It was drawn on a bank in King- 
ston, Mass., the following day. Miss 
Blanchard hurried to Kingston and 
opeyged an account at the bank with 
the spurious check. She returned to 
New York with $200, giving “Bob” 
$110, and the “phoney” lawyer $50, 
she said. 

With the remainder and some 
other money she began to purchase 
part of her trousseau. Meanwhile, 
a special delivery letter from the 
police of Kingston to Chief Lahey, 
of Headquarters, requested him 
arrest the nurse as the check wag & 
bad boy. 

Heartbroken, the nurse was ar- 
raigned in West Side Court before 
Magistrate Goodman. Still carrying 
her cheap valise with her wedding 
raiment, she waited an officer from 
Kingston. A telegram from her sis- 
ter at Holyoke to the defendant read, 
“Have courage. We believe in your 
innocence, We will pay expenses.” 

It is said by detectives that a coe 
terie of “sharpers” are preying on 
gullible young girls in other cities, 
advising them to come on here to be 
brides, or be placed in the show 
racket. Soon they find that the 
sharpers have taken them for all 
they have, 








JOSEPHINE SWUNG RIGHT 


Struck Cop—Got Pinched—“Didn't 
Recall”—Sentence Suspended 





Josephine Miller, 25, who said that 
she had appeared in “Innocent Byes” 
and “The Passing Show of 1926,” 
received a suspended sentence in 
West Side Court before Magistrate 
Henry Goodman for disorderly con- 
duct, Miss Miller gave her address 
as 336 West lith street. 

The showgirl was arrested by 
Patrolman John Clark of the West 
47th street station, who was at the 
fire lines established by the cops on 
44th street between 6th avenue and 
Broadway. 

Miss Miller happened along. The 
bluecoat told her he was sorry but 
she would have to get back like the 
rest. Instead, Clark said, she told 
him who she was. “It is coming on 
winter, officer, and you had better 
lookout. You may be swinging that 
locust (nightstick) where the goats 
play.” 

Clark gently, but 


firmly, pushed 
Miss Miller back. 


Undaunted, Miss 





Clark swung a right on the officer’s 
right cheek. The DBluecoat then 
Placed the gir] under arrest. 

In court she told Magistrate Goode 
man that she had been at a party 
with some friend but had Jost 
them. She was on way home 
but didn’t recall the with 
the officer 

The 3 Sunshine Boys (Sharkey, 
| Roth and HRingle) open for Bb. 


& K. 


jin Chicago Jan. 7. 
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40 YEARS AGO 


(From “Clipper”) 
Jake Kilrain, American ring 
champion and Jim Smith, English 


title holder, met on an island in the 
Seine, France, to decide the world 
championship. Stakes were $5,000 a 
side. The match went 105 rounds to 
@ draw, although the “Clipper” re- 
ports a concensus in favor of Kil- 
rain and bodly charges unfairness 
of the English referee. The fight 
lasted two and a half hours and was 
stopped by Smith's partisans when 
darkness fell. 





Julia Marlowe embarked on a 
eareer as star, playing Juliet and 
Viola at the Star, New York. 

A new week's gross record was 
hung up in Philadelphia by Henry 
Irving, playing a scenic production 
of “Faust.” Total was $23,000. 








New York was full of show peo- 
ple who had closed road tours over 
Christmas. So many players were 
in town that Frank Robbins, who 
had just opened a Winter Circus in 
the American Institute, filled the 
house at an invitation professional 
performance. 





The New York “Press,” morning 
daily at 1 cent, had just made its 
appearance. John W. Keller was 
the first dramatic editor. 





Berry Wall, dubbed “King of the 
Dudes,” and Salome Melbourne, 
former opera singer, were married 
in Washington, D. C. 
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ing the stage or screen picked up 
the item as a messige from above 
«efor everyone thinks he can com- 
pow the juvenile, simple things that 
go to make up the daily comics. 
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~ A RADIO SHOWMAN — 





The New York “Herald Tribune” last Sunday in its Radio Magazine 
, per Stuart Hawkins (“Pioneer’’), radio reviewer and critic, has it 


that * 


‘Variety,’ that trade paper of show business which has an avid 
curiosity concerning the cash value of everything, including scandal,- has 
decided that artists and performers may safely plan to make money out 
ef commercial radio because the advertising programs are meritorious, 

| albeit novel, ballyhoo for the wholesale business, The question before 
this columnar congress at the moment is whether the famous-name or 
the big-program ballyhoo is beneficial to the broadcaster.” 





Mr. Hawkins from thence continues to minimize the value of “names” 
and mentions the general ineffectuality of the General Motors Family 
Party, Wrigley Reviews and Palmolive Houfs as three famous commer- 
cials which enlisted prominent name entertainers and presented them 
inadequately, 





The “Herald Tribune’s” writer at length sets forth how incoherent are 
some of the all-star programs and how kaleidoscopic are the numbers, 
so that by the time one gets really interested in Judge Walter Kelly 
(that’s how Hawkins bills him), the Goldman Band is brought on and 
just when the recital becomes very interesting, it is curtailed. In sum- 
mation that the variety of names is likened by the writer to the familiar 
“Radio Calvacade” feature, 


Nor is Mr. Hawkins wrong. 





But that is Radio’s conception of showmanship. Suggestions to the 
radio directors have been dismissed with Radio’s smug, self-satisfied 
and mayhaps justified opinion that whatever salvation Radio works out 
for itself will be from within. 





Radio is aware of the well-intentioned suggestions of Radio Show- 
manship. But Radio does not want showmen to create that hybrid. 
Whatever Radio Showman that will develop will come forth from Radio 
itself, through its own struggles and tribulaticns, 





That's the answer to everything captious that may be expressed about 
commercial Radio. The broadcasting sponsors who should know more 
about Radio than any of its commercial clients, i, e. “time” buyers, will 
not enlist a showman’s assistance. 





With commercial radio what it is now, controlled by the advertising 
agencies that engage the broadcasting facilities and hire talent in the 
same routine and stereotyped manner that they buy lineage and engage 
commercial artists for the fancy color lay-outs, it is little wonder that 
the Air Theatre is floundering? 





What good is all this fanfare of trumpets‘and impressive ballyhooing 
of fancy salaries per minute paid to the “names,” when it is not im- 
pressively presented. 





There is a tendency of late by one agency? the prominent George Har- 
rison Phelps, Inc., of Detroit, which handles the Dodge Brothers account, 
to enlist showmanly advice. Phelps went to George Engles, concert 
manager, Engles turned to John T. Adams (Wolfsohn Musical Bureau) 
and Adams in turn hooked up with William Morris. 





That is some promise. It portends the beginning of the ultimate. If 
Radio cares naught for a Radio Showman, mayhaps the advertising 
agencies hooking up with reputable theatrical agents like Morris, will 
bring about the perfect radio hour. P 





The smart theatrical agent who can step in now and forget, for once, 
the matter of top price for his people and the resultant maximum com- 
mission, but lends a hand in shaping a genuine showmanly radio lay- 
out, will have all of Radio at his feet. 








Editors of these four-panel dew- 
@ads maintain that there is no art 
so exacting, compiex and elusive as 
constructing these features. The 
answer is that the biggest distrib- 
utor of such material, having re- 
ceived and judged 3,600 offerings 
within three and one-half months, 
has not accepted a single one. 





Broadway Racket Theme 


‘Daybook of a Broadway Rack- 
eteer” is a series slated to start in 
the New York “World” (Sunday) 
Jan. 15, authored by Louis D. 
Straus. It is being syndicated by 
the “World.” 





Authoress Gets Damages 

Marie Laparcerie, French novel- 
ist (Mme. Nonette), sister of Cora, 
the actress, and former directress 
of the Paris Scala, has been 
awarded 40,000 francs damages in 
Paris for an -auiomobile accident 
last year. The Court of Appeal re- 
versed the first decision and grant- 
ed damages. 





Mae Murray’s Book 
“For Girls Only” is the title of a 
book authored by Mae Murray. In 
it the film star-dancer tells how to 
remain beautiful and keep the 
figure. 


New Press Club Head 

J. Fred Essary, Washington cor- 
respondent of the Baltimore “Sun,” 
was elected president of the Na- 
tional Press Club in the capital city 
on Saturday last. 

Russell Kent, representing the 
Chattanooga “Times” and Birming- 


ham “News,” was named vice- 
president. 

W. H. Atkins, a special writer, 
was again elected secretary for 


about the ’steenth term. 





Emanuel Eisenberg, assistant to 
Arthur Kober, publicist, is writing 
a novel. Bisenberg has been a 
column contributor for some time, 
sending poems to F. P. A. under 
the signature of Simonetta. In 
other columns he uses the name of 
Mannie. 

a 


Like everything else, the New Show Business, the Radio, may success- 
fully flounder and work out its own salvation. Pictures did. 





Still, why waste all that time? Experience is an expensive teacher. 
And while expense is the least of Radio’s consideration, good will is its 
prime asset. 





When the laity through its fan writers are beginning to take notice, 
it’s time for Radio Showmanship to be noticed. 


GRAY MATTER 


(Continued from page 41) 
a cheap negligee. At that it may be nearer the true to life facts, but 
in a fairy story what chance have facts? 

Even the furs were not what we would have dressed a Princess with, 
but perhaps this one never came to America to endorse things. Her 
lady in waiting wore a velvet gown with insets of lace that looked good 
and another silk frock, ruffled from shoulder to hem. Some fine snow 


and mountain scenes and a real contribution by Elsie Vanya as the 
maid helped redeem the picture. 











Buck Jones’ Kidding 


‘Buck Jones makes Western life reviewable by kidding it. In “Black 
Jack” he amuses himself and friends without slighting the big dash to 
save the girl and gold. Barbara Bennett is pretty in a double-breasted 
suit, and later in a dark bolero frock with white silk blouse. A two- 
piece frock had blouse of georgette and satin with pleated skirt. 


All were rice but didn’t seem to merit the special credit given to 
Kathleen Key. 





Explaining the Third Degree 


“The 13th Juror” has an occasional twist that keeps it from being 
just another trial, where the guilty person is among those prosecuting 
an innocent one. A subtitle says of the third degree “soclety’s protec- 
tive net which must be thrown even though it sometimes snares the 
innocent.” 

And only a few feet later the famous lawyer, now a criminal him- 
self, boasts of the many guilty men he has freed to prey upon society. 

Anna Q. Nilsson dressed well as usual though the heavily beaded and 
spangled gown she wore Christmas eve made a first impression of two 
trees in the room. Her negligee of metallic brocade chiffon was furless 
pe coat of caracul had wide flaring collar and cuffs as well as hem 
of fox. 

A silk cape-coat also had a fox collar and the pretty figured chiffon 
frock for the re-union had a scarf collar of plain chiffon, * 





Unusual Pajamas 


The “Pajamas” that name a movie must be unusual ones and Olive 
Borden's were. Their top was white crepe embroidered fantastically 
with gold thread even on the long sleeves and wrapped about with a wide 
satin sash also of white but the rest of them was black satin with white 
cuffs. Upper part stood the wear of mountain climbing and swimming 














- NELLIE REVELL IN CHICAGO 


By NELLIE REVELL 





“What's she doing in Chicago?”, says you. Well, I do cover al 
territory these days, don’t I? But I am still an opening act. me of 
maiden effort at opening a picture theatre, a cinema palace or onan =v 
you want to call them. a 

And right here I want to state, in case I am invited to or Omitte 
an opening of a picture theatre, that never again will I grouch b 
my seats. I have learned that getting a circus on and off the a = 
day or opening a new theatre and musical show, were rest cures Pacer. 
pared to introducing a new movie house and picture. I'll bet if Mus« tint 
ever tires of his job that Lou Anger could hold it. ~ ——e 

But it’s great to be back in the game. I had a feeling that all 1 need 
to make my come-back complete was to find myself writing ads ne 


d from 


ing proofs, laying out pages, and scrapping with printers, billpostns. 
frame makers, et cetera. This opportunity has come with the launchine 
of the new United Artists’s theatre in Chicago. ng 


It is my first job of its 


kind in over eight years. And golly, ain't it a grand and glorious 


feelin’! 





Week before last it was the province of this column to call attenti 
to the invalided of the theatrical profession quartered at Saranac aan 
here in Chicago there are also many representatives of the thea 
among the ill and injured who will be obliged to spend Christmas 
hospital cots. The world outside is all agog and aglow with the Yule. 
tide spirit, the knowledge of which only serves to stress the plight os 
those in hospitals and resurrection camps. To them the receipt of som 
message of good will and cheer, just a line or two to make them tg 
stand that they are not forgotten, is manna from Heaven. 

The register at the American hospital of Chicago, Irving Place boule- 
vard at Broadway, where Dr. Max Thorek is in charge, shows 18 mem- 
bers of the profession. Many are far removed from their homes and it 
it hard enough to spend Christmas away while in perfect health without 
having to observe it within the confines of a hospital room. The least 
their friends can do is to send them a wire or card. 

Those at the American hospital are as follows: 

Morris Posner, Christ Chousis, George Stein, Mrs. Anna Gould, John 
Meany, Marguerite McLain, Mary Aronson, Henrietta Quinlan, Isabelle 
Thompson, Edward Wright, Robert Huff, F. Franklin, N. Greenberg, 


Teresa White, Paul Strand, Mrs. A. Skjerseth, Irving C b 
Philip Norton. & Campbell and 





Sophie Tucker is laying off here this week, having just completed 
a nice tour at $6,000 per week. Soph says that when she was getting 
$60 a week or even $600, she didn’t mind a layoff so much but now she 
figures it costs too much to be idle. 


. 





The late Emma Carus was one actress who gave the lie to the popular 
idea that all stage people are spendthrifts. Her will, which was probated 
recently, disclosed that she had acquired an estate of over a quarter 
million. Miss Carus, who died in a sanitarium for mental diseases, 
saved part of this fortune by paying her maid no salary. The maid 


stayed with her 24 years without pay because Miss Carus promised to 
remember her in her will. 





It is like the incident of the cow that had been raised in a backwoods 
country down in Mississippi. A railroad was finally built down there 
and passed through what had always been the cow’s pasture. When 
the first train came through the cow was on the track ready to defend 
her territory. The train whistled and the cow bellowed defiance. But 
the train came on and in about 30 seconds the cow was fresh beef. Two 
colored uncles had been watching the unequal contest. One spoke up. 

“I sho’ admires her spunk,” he declared. ‘ 

“Yeah,” said the other, “I admires her spunk but dern her judgment.” 


So I admire the loyalty shown by Libby McCann but I can't say a 
great deal about her judgment. 





The other morning at the hotel that houses me there was a total of 
nine C. O. D. packages brought to the desk and sent back again because 
the consignees either would not or could not pay for them. I learned 
from one of the delivery boys that it is an amazingly prevalent custom 
to order things C. O. D. and then refuse them when they come. 

It may be an optimistic feeling that the money will be obtained by 
the time the package arrives or it may just be an irresistible urge to 
buy something a person doesn't need and can’t afford. Whatever it is, 
it constitutes one of the most unfair practices in the mercantile world. 

The whole procedure is so useless and selfish that I would not blame 


the stores for requiring a deposit to cover service charged on all C. O. D. 
purchases. 





Trixie Friganza, who is very much in evidence in the Chicago “Hit 
the Deck” company, says she feels perfectly safe in Chicago and she 


20g ac are fifty thousand people here who have never even been 
ot at. 





The activity of Broadway with its avalanche of new plays Christmas 
week is going to be repeated on a smaller scale, but just as impressive 
proportionately, in the Loop.. No less than seven new legitimate attrac- 
tions will appear and the picture theatres will have some important 
premieres. It is a serious situation for the space stealers, who are 
wondering if there realy is a Santa Claus. 





That was an error about the handsome new Alvin. Perhaps I was 
deceived when entering a cosmetic room, from which another door leads 
to wash rooms more ample than any legitimate theatre in New York 
om ee —— a hotel. The dressing rooms are all equipped with 

nning hot and cold water, while the lounge ext i idth 
of the building. pela hy ull 

The Alvin is easily the best house built by Pincus & Goldstone. It cost 
a million and a half. There is not one dollar in mortgage upon it. 





———a 


and flying better than the lower, which slit and tore different lengths 
in each scene, not wanting to hide the vision beneath probably. 

Dolores from the (Bowery had to wear the plaid skirt the Bowery made 
famous, but dressed up for the finish when she could have been a dainty 
pink powder puff. What looked like green mirrors, but with the electric 
bulbs that lighted them plainly reflected, were revealed when the radio 
opened for a flashy finish that somehow failed to flash. 





An Angel As Mother Eve 


Leatrice Joy makes what she can of “The Angel of Broadway.” As 
extreme in costumes, she was a Salvation Army lassie and Mother Ev®, 
though she wore Lady Godiva's wig as though Adam had no preference. 


Elsie Bartlett had a shawl collar of fur on her cloth coat worn with ®° 
metallic cloth hat, 





Women, Groceries and Clothes 

“In Old Kentucky” has at least two things to recommend it, Carolynne 
Snowden and Stephen Fetchit. The race in the rain was well done to? 
but there’s no suspense in a horse race, not on the screen. Helene ©0S~ 
tello had little to do, so little that her gowns were rarely seen, only her 
profile. 

Dorothy Cummings wore smart clothes always, whether the grocery 
bill was paid or not. 

Of course the real heroine was “Queen Bess,” not so good, but used t? 
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EQUITY’S COAST BRANCH MAY ASK 
HEARING COUNCIL'S DISSOLUTION 








Coast Local Branch Says Must Have Power to Ne. | | Friendly Warning Agai an 
gotiate—New York Body Not Conversant with 
Picture Situation—Taxation Without Representa- | 
tion—Meeting Called in Los Angeles Last Week | Editor, Variety: 


This letter is by way of warning | 








Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Equity’s Los Angeles Executive 
Committee of 51 members dissolved 
by Equity’s Council as reported in 
Variety last week, was recently ne- 
gotiating on the coast for a sti and- 
ard player’s contract with picture | 
producers, 

Equity endeavored a year ago to 
obtain a standard contract, but pro- 
ducers would not get together with 
members of Equity’s local executive 
committee on such a contract, as 
the committee did not have full 
powers for negotiating. The contract 
would have had to be finally ap- 
proved by the Council in New York. 

The producers contended at that 
time that members of the council 
in New York were not conversant 
with conditions of pictures and not 
qualified to pass on the contract 
that might be outlined with the 
coast executive committee. 

Six months ago, when the ten per 
eent. cut threatened all picture sal- 
aries, Equity again endeavored to 
obtain a standard contract with pro- 
ducers, but still the same barrier to 
negotiations existed. Producers re- 
fused flatly to consider Equity un- 
less the local committee had full 
power of negotiation, which the 
eouncil would not grant. 

Adopted Contract 

When it was found a standard 
contract for players could not be 
negotiated through Equity with pic- 
ture producers, players as individ- 
uals went after the contract through 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, and were successful in 
having producers adopt a standard 
contract that eliminates many for- 
mer existing evils. 

The action of the players, mem- 
bers of the Academy and nearly all 
members of Equity executive com- 
mittee here, did not meet with the 
approval of the Council, with the 
dissolution of the local committee 
following. 

One of the players connected with 
the Academy and Equity says that 
none of members of Equity Ex- 
ecutive Council in New York 
are fully qualified to pass on a 
standard contract for picture work, 
and that the local organization is of 
mn) value unless it can reach its own 
decisions. ; 

It was pointed out the stand of 
the Council regarding final approval 
of any contract and incorporation 
in that contract of Equity shop, 








and a 48-hour week stood in the 
way of adoption of an equitable 
contract for nearly.two years. He 
said if the players had not volun- 


tarily taken action through the Aca- 


emy, any form of standard contract 
woeld still be years away. 
Equity Out of Pictures 

The action of the Council in dis- 
missing the Los Angeles Commit- 
tee, if allowed to stand, will un- 
doubtedly wipe out Equity in pic- 
ture affairs for all time, claims a 
member. The committee comprised 
some of the biggest names in pic- 
tures, many of whom were prevailed 
upon to take active part in Equity 
affairs by Conrad Nagel, the chair- 
man, and Milton Sills. 

Members of the local executive 
committee resent the action taken 
by Equity Council, and will atte mpt 
to have their side of the controversy 
Presented for consideration by the 
Council so the action taken in New 
York may be rescinded. 

The player claims the Council 
must give the coast branch full au- 
thority to act on al! matters per- 
taining to pictures, with the present 
System of taxation without repre- 
sentation unjust, and will not be 


tolerated by the majority of Equity | 


members now 
coast. 

Members of the Executive Com- 
mittee dissolved by action of the 
Council have already talke d things 
Over, and will not mee! kly submit to 
the arbitrary wiping out of their 
body. 

Immediately upon receipt of cop- 
les of the Equity Council's resolu- 
tion last week, members of the zom- 
mittee Set together and decided to 


Call ; ‘neral meeting of the enti 


coast Equity membership to thrash 


in pictures on the 


| 
| 


+ 
» 





A 


Beck’s Offers 





Martin Beck, who left last 
week on a four-weeks trip to 
Panama, was recently asked if 
he had received any offers for 
his namesake theatre. 


“More than that,” Beck re- 
plied, “six offers and no 
money.” 








\ 


STOCK TIPSTER TAKES 
AIR ON “CLIENTS” 





‘Eddie Deutsch Traded on Mar- 


ket for Joe Glick, Rube Ep- 
stein and Max Hart, Friars 


Three Friars are wondering about 
their trustfulness, even of a fellow 
Eddie Deutsch, who de- 
parted for the west without ex- 


plaining the why of certain stock 
transactions which he handled for 
them. Joe Glick, Rube Epstein and 
Max Hart are the wondering ones. 

It seems that Deutsch was a sharp 
about stock market quotations. He 
had the dope on many liste1 secu; 
rities and invariably called the turn 
on the ris2 or drop on the exchange. 
In that way he had the confidence 
of Glick, et al 

Feems also that Deutsch suc- 
zersted he open a joint account for 
the trio and he started. tradinz, 
w.th their money, Deutsch to get a 
rake-off. 

Glick put up abcut $5,000, Epstein 
about $1,500, and Hart an urcter- 
inined sum. ‘Whether Deutsch 
oought the stocks he said he di41 
is not certain, but the stovks he 
mentioned started climbing. Glick 
figured profits of about $16,000 and 
claims a loss of $21,000. The claims 
of the others appear to be variable. 

Last week Glick received a letter 
from the missing one, dated at Salt 
Lake City. The note asked the boys 


clubman, 


not to be sore, that the writer, 
Deutsch, was sorry about making 


a mistake and that he would 
straighten himself out and pay off. 
Deutsch formerly sold cigars for 
Sam Meyers, once of Churchill's, 
Meyers’ brand being “Highlife.” 


Kay aati as Star 


Los Angeles, Dec. 29. 
“Funny Little Thing,” new play 
by Agnes Christine Johnston, will 
reopen the Morosco under its new 


| name of the Garland on Feb. 1. 


leading woman 
house there 


Kay Hammond, 
of the Morosco stock 


| to Jan. 1, will be retained to star 


in the piece. 


‘Get Your Man’—Bordoni 


Gilbert Miller and Ray Goetz are 
believed to be preparing “Get Your 
Man” for Irene Bordoni. The pro- 











out the matter thoroughly next) 
week. j 

The Los Angeles branch executive 
committee has acted in an advisory 
capacity only, with Wedgewood No- 


well, alaried representative of 


| Equity receiving instructions from 
New York as the only one in au- 
thorit} Nowell is not affected by 
the Council’s action. 


ja “Graphic” 


New Playwright —Keefe| 


New York, Dec. 17. | 


i 


you that if a playwright named | 
Willard Keefe, of the Morton} 
(Minn.) Keefes, begins hanging! 


j}around in your office after his show 


“Celebrity,” opens at the Lyceum 
(they tell us the stage door of the 
Lyceum and the front door of 
Variety are side by side) that you 
musn’t take him seriously. 

It’s his first time as a playwright, 
and being one of the Morton ( Minn.) 
Keefes, it probably has him wor- 
ried. 

He’s a good sort of a guy—you'll 
find one or two people along the 
Street who'll vouch for him, one or 
two—and the fact that he 
like Clyde Cook hasn’t much 
nificance. So if he comes in to hang 


sig- 


| , 
around—he’s liable to mope around 


until he figures out just how much 
royaity each night's receipts mean 
to him—ask the fellows to give him 
to read and he'll be 
happy. 

Watch him, though. Don't let 
him grab one of those outside 
phones to call up the Morton 
(Minn.) Keefes to tell them how 
the show's doing. 

(Signed). 

Ward Morehouse, 
Mark Barron, 
Richard Watts, Jr., 
Bob Bisk, 

John Bangs Miley, 
Walter Winchell, 
John 8. Conen, 
Whitney Bolton. 


Rose Burdick’s Affidavit 


An affidavit made by Rose Bur- 
dick, leading woman of the Jeffer- 
son Stock, Portland, Me., denies the 
statement appearing in a Portland 
daily and Variety that Miss Burdick 
was about to leave the compary be- 
cause of the leading man, Russell 
Hicks. 

Miss Burdick’s affidavit mentions 
she*spoke to no one in a strain re- 
flecting upon Hicks and that the 
newspapers misquoted her to that 
effect. 





counsel for Miss Burdick, 





ETHEL SHUTTA’S RETURN 


Temporarily Off—Olsen’ s Theatre? 


Ethel Shutta (Mrs. George Olsen) 
is to shortly make her professional 
come-back,. Since marrying the 
bandmaster, at which time she 
tired professionally, the 
comedienne has been in demand. 

It was originally Olsen's intention 
to bide his time for a joint starring 
musical with his wife, but pending 
offers may forestall that for the 
time being. 

Eddie Cantor, who . originally 
sponsored Olsen, has ultimate plans 
for an Olsen theatre toward which 


his entertaining orchestra as a 
versatile stock company of per- 
formers. 





March’s Mex. Divorce 


Milwaukee, Dec. 2. 





decree without’ her. knowledge 


March's explanation was that he 
ind Miss Baker had separated n 
than a year ago. 


YIDDISH “SOME GIRL” 

(Yiddish), musical 

y, starring Mollie Picon: goes 
ond Avenue week of Vee 


35, to plowing “Raizele.” 


“Some Girl” 


omedy 





looks } 





5 


. 
Nathan and Blackmer | 





What George Jean Nathan 
did to Sidney Blackmer in the | 
current (December) “Mercury” 
was nobody's business. Nathan, 
who attended the opening of j 
“Springboard” with Lillian 
Gish, the only woran ever 
known to have intrigued this 
hard-boiled tall-hat, is said to 
have been responsible for | 
Blackmer's split with Ziegfeld 
in Rosalie.” Blackmer was 
almost literally razzed out of 
the engagement by quotes 
from Nathan's acrid comment 

Nathan's pet point was that 
Blackmer, whose name was 
prominently (and authorita- 
tively) associated with the 
exotic Lenore Ulric, was lack | 
ing in “It.” All rumors that the 
Ulric-Blackmer attachement is | 
“cold” are untrue. He is still 
the kid, and the long distance 

| 


dialogs to-and-fro are terrific, 
lengthy and high 

Yet Nathan was 
Blackmer an infer 
plex, 


-power., 
to give 
, : | 
iority com- 


able 











‘BOOSTER’ CAST CAN'T 


LOCATE PRODUCER 


Show Susnends in Rehearsal 
—Principals in on Percentage 
Instead of Salary 


“The Booster,” scheduded for the 
Opera house, Bayonne, N. J., next 
week, suspended rehearsals Monday, 
with most of the cast at a loss as 
to further continuance. They were 


unable to locate information on the 


next rehearsal date. Yesterday 
(Tuesday) it was said fresh money 
was interested and rehearsals 


would be resumed. 

The company has been rehears- 
ing three weeks on a sharing plan 
arrangement to receive a percent- 
age of the gross in lieu of stipu- 
lated salary. Under those terms no 
bond was required at Equity. 

Sammy Wright, is re- 
ported as having walked when Gar- 


principal, 


rity refused an advance on the pos- 


sible percentage salary. The com- 





Harry C. Libby, of Portland, is 


re- 
former | 


purpose Olsen has been developing | 


ducers have obtained the rights to In the same town and same the- | 
the original Louis Verneuil script, /atre in which he announced his 
presented abroad, marriage, two and a half years ago, 
Paramount but recently turned | pregeri, March, University of Wis- 
loose Clara Bow in a picture of the | -onsin graduate and a member of 
ame name and based on th€/¢he jocal Theatre Guild. was served 
Verneuil work. with papers announcing that his 
7 eit. wife, Ellis Baker, was suing him 
ULRIC IN WOODS’ SHOW? (| fer divorce. March received the 
Al Woods has bought the Amer- oregemersiny ~ ate pen gga a 
lican rights to “Mademoiselle Flute,” | © pe Pa r t va ie 3 cn 
i i ne j Accoraing 0 nio watio rom | 
thich it is planned to produce this ¢ 
e a0 -? Pay w York, where the divorce has 
season. , 7 flea Mis Saker a } 
oO Tlric may play it. yeen = iied, 58 ae 
Leonore Ulr My play | xe: rch with obtaining a Mexicar 


and | 
marrying another girl in Denver. 


pany had been rehearsing at Lyric 
hall and appeared as usual Monday, 
finding author and producer absent 

Inside reports have it that although 
Joseph Garrity’s signature had been 
affixed to contracts, Paul Brebitsch 
was the real producer of the show 


Idea of Joint Starrins with Olsen | and had been promoting capital for 


| it while in rehearsal. Trebitsch had 
spent much time at rehearsals, but 
most were told that the Trehbitsch 
connection was merely working a 


two-for-one arrangement when the 
how came into New York. 
About “Collette” 
Garrity had formerly been gen- 


eral manager for Trebitsch on the 
latter’s ill-fated ventures with 
“The Daring Duchess” and “Col- 
lette,” revised edition of the former 
musical. Under the former title the 
musical stranded in Boston, with 
Trebitsch holding the bag on obli- 
| gations for which he is currently 
posted at Equity. Later, John Cort 
got jammed on “Collette,” with 
Equity recently awarded judgment 
against Cort for salaries due, 

“The Booster” was authored by 
Henry C. White, author of “Night 
Hawk,” produced by Mulligan and 
Trebitsch, and also author of “Foot- 
lights.” Garrity and White engaged 
| the “gambling” cast, with Trebitsch 
later coming into the affair. 


Shuberts ee Off 


With Harold Atteridge and the 
Shuberts making up and resuming 
business relations, Atteridge is now 





|} receiving royalties on all his stuff. 
| The Shuberts overlooked compen- 
tating their crack librettist for his 
“Gay Paree” contributions which 

Ited in the break. Atteridge is 
now getting his, ack in the Shu- 


ert fold 


| Coburns Close ‘Tavern 


| Cleveland, Dec 
The Coburns in “The Tavern” re- 


al will close the Georre M. Cohan 
reproduction this Satur y here 

Show has been unable to draw 

iness that warrants it remain 


lone out longes 


| ‘Women Forever,’ 


, atre hbecirninge with am 


Se 


PHILA. FORBIDS 
TWO SEX PLAYS 


‘Shang 
hai’ 


Forced to Cancel 


Philadelphia, Dee. 20. 
Two New York hits have bees 
forbidden to apnear tn this city and 
i have been cancelled. 
For abont 


On Forever” 


Go 
was announced as the 
bookine for the Walnut Street the- 


ten days “Women 


itinee per 
26th). 
that effeet appeared in all 


formance Christmas Day (th 
Ads to 


last Sundry's papers and reading 
i matter also. On Sunday. Dr. Fred- 
erick Poole. one of the bord ane 
pointed here by Thomas W. Love 
when the latter was given turiscdic- 
tion In such matters by the mavor 
ind br the former director of pub- 
lic safety, Smedley Rutter, made the 
first announcement of the play's 
cancellation on Sunday when he 
spoke to the congrreenation of the 
Northminister Presbyterian church, 
He declared as well that “The 
Shanchai Gesture,” scheduled -for 
the Lyric theatre on Jan. 23, hada 


also been forbidden and cancelled. 
The barring of “Women Go On 
Forever” has been verified definitely 
by the announcement of the substi- 
tution of “Immoral Isabella.” That 
title will cause a lot of lauchs here, 
even though the play ts innocuoua, 
but nothing final has been reported 
on “The Shanghai Gesture” book- 
ing. 

For almost a year Dr. Poole has 
declared his opposition to “Shang- 
hal Gesture,” and the management, 
knowing that, sent Wallace Munroe, 
advance man, here with a revised 
script which he left with the cen- 
sors. At that time he announced 
the producers were willing to trane- 
form the first act setting from @ 
Chinese bagnio into a gambling den 
if the censors insisted. Evidently 
this was not enough. 

The opposition to “Women Go On 
Forever” was quite unexpected. The 
changed booking here was a last- 
minute affair. 

Dr. Poole was on the warpath last 
year on several occasions, cspe- 
cially as a result of “Lulu Belle,” 
which he allowed to go on the stage 
without changes, with the result 
that a number of church organiza- 
tions criticized his leniency. This 
year he made a number of rather 
silly changes in “The Command to 
Love,” including an order that 

tasil Rathbone must wear a dress- 
ing gown instead of a pajama coat 
in one scene. Since that time he 
has had very little to say, 
“Women” was underscored 
for the Philadelphia engagement, 
representatives of the latter city 
viewed the show in New York and 
notified the management of the For- 
rest it would not be allowed to play 
as is. Deletions recomm«nded to 
abrogate censorship were turned 
down by Brady and Wiman with 
the producers shifting bookings to 
the Broad, Newark, N. J., instead. 

Action upon part of Philadelphia 
authorities against “Woman Go On 
Forever” is the first of its kind 
noted, and is said to have been pre- 
cipitated by the experience with 
“Revelry,” which reached Philadel- 
phia before New York. 

Main objection upon part of the 
Philadelphia censors to “Women Go 
On Forever’ is that the action takes 
place in a camouflaged brothel. 


Dooley’ 8 Impression 


Baltimore, Dec. 20. 
Johnny Dooley made such an ime 
pression here last week he has been 
recalled for another appearance, 
The impression by Dooley was on 


When 





the automobile of Clayton Meyers. 
Johnny shared = impress ionistie 
honors with the auto of M. J. 
\Gahan ‘which Jahn was teering. 
When the case came up in court, 
| Dooley was there but Mevers was 
i in a hospital so the case w post- 
| poned. Dooley Is scheduled to dash 
down from Philly for ted inte, 
| 
| “é ”” 
| 2X2=5” or 0 
| Eva La enne has ed 
|} from her r¢ oire the for n play, 
ie fe 
| it wv d rapped everal 
of the critics when first produced 
lhy M lf Galllenne qa few weeks 
baga. 
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estimated and comme 
while the same gross 


Figures 
successful, 
mediocrity or loss. 


with consequent difference 
play ie also considered. 


Classification of attraction, ho 
admission scale given below. K 





The variance is explained in the difference in 

acities. with the varying overhead. 
a im necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical 


D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


nt point to sore attractions being 
accredited to others might suggest 


Also the size of cast, 
attraction as against dramatic 


use capacity and top price of the 
ey to classification: C (comedy); 








®~a Connecticut Yankee,” Vanier- 
bilt (8th week) (M-882; $5.50). 
During pre-holiday lull theatre 


parties abound; nof for real hits, 
however, such as this; well over 
$20,000 again last week. 

#And So to Bed,” Harris (7th week) 
(C-1,051; $3.30). Will move to 
Bijou Monday; third house to 
have Fagan comedy; moderate 
money but presumably profitable; 
$8,000 to $9,000 average. 

“Artists and Models,” Winter Gar- 
den (6th week) (R-1,492; $5.50). 
Doing business but not in volume 
expected in this house of major 
capacity; estimated $30,000. 


“Broadway,” Broadhurst (66th 
week) (CD-1,148; $3.85). Run 
leader dropped under $9,000; 


should be in holiday money, how- 
ever: moves to Century for cut- 
rating mid-January. 

“Behold This Dreamer,” Cort (CD- 
1,013; $3.30). Was taken off Sat- 
urday after seven weeks of dis- 
appointing trade; started arouna 
$10,000; last week probably half 
of that; “Behold the Bridegroom” 
next week. 

“Burlesque,” Plymouth (17th week) 
(CD-1,041; $4.40). One of best 
money makers in town; getting 
top money among non-musicals 
along with “Trial of Mary 
Dugan"; eased off to $21,000 last 
week. 

“Caste,” Mansfield 
(C-1,117; $3.30). Preserited by 
Joe Weber: written by Cosmo 
Hamilton, adapted from his book 
of same name; opens Friday 
(Dec. 23). 

“Coquette,” Maxine Elliott (7th 
week) (D-942; $3.85). One of 
very few shows holding to ca- 
pacity in last week or two; over 
$18,600; heavy agency demand. 

“Dracula,” Fulton (12th week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Figures to stick 
until spring; while not among 
smashes, drawn consistently 
profitable business; last week 
$10,00, but normally higher. 

“Escape,” Booth (9th week) (C-708; 
$3.30). Another drama getting 
excellent attendance, with 


(ist week) 


“Fallen Angels,” 49th St. (4th week) 
(CD-708; $3.30). 
anything; 


ticipated: estimated $5,000. 


“Five O'Clock Girl,” 44th St. (11th 
Among 
four or five big money musicals; 
others, 
grosses somewhat under normal; 


week) (M-1,490; $5.50). 


bettering $40,000; like 
around $38,000. 

“Follies,” New Amsterdam 
week) (R-1,702; $6.60). 


food 
agency support: last week $12,000. 


Hasn't started 
two star show may 
survive holidays but run not an- 


(19th 
Expected 
to en through winter but booking 


paratively moderate grosses; esti- 
mated at $20,000. 

“Nightstick,” Selwyn (7th week) (C- 
1,067-$3.50). Off to Buffalo for 
week's booking, then back to 
Cohan New Year's Monday (Jan. 


2); around $10,000; “The Royal 
Family” follows next week at 
Selwyn. 


“Out of the Sea,” Eltinge (D-892- 
$3.30). Off Saturday after play- 
ing two weeks; house reopens 
Monday with “It Is to Laugh.” 

“Porgy,” Republic (11th week) (C- 
801-$5.50). Colored cast play one 
of season’s dramatic novelties; 
moved here from Guild after sub- 
scription season and doing good 


business; last week $14,000. 
“Playing the Game,” Ritz (ist 
week) (C-945-$3.30). Presented 


independently; booking appears to 
be for one week, show then pre- 
sumably moving to another house 
next week; opened Monday; this 
house listed to get “Excess Bag- 
gage’ at that time. 
“Revels,” Shubert (4th week) (R-1,- 
395-$4.40). Admission scale re- 
duced Monday to $4.46 (1st eight 
rows) top from $5.50; perform- 
ance liked, but business weak; 
estimated at $15,000. 

“Rio Rita,” Ziegfeld (47th week) (M- 

1,750-$5.50). Will move to Lyric 

next Monday; that house sup- 
posed to get “Show Boat,” whfch 
comes to Ziegfeld at that time: 

“Rio” $33,000; should pick up and 

last another couple of months. 

“Road to Rome,” Playhouse (47th 

week) (CD-1,530-$3.30). “A Free 

Soul” slated to this house Jan. 7; 

“Rome,” around $10,000, going to 

road, then London. 

“Sidewalks of New York,” Knicker- 

bocker (12th week) (M-1,412- 

$3.85). Popular musical that looks 

set for season; business good 
though not capacity now; recently 
around $20,000. 

“Sisters,” Klaw (1st week) (C-831- 

$3.30). Presented by Shuberts; 

authored by John Willard; opens 

Saturday (Dec. 24). 

“Spring Song,” Bayes (1st week) 

(C-860-$3.30). Presented by Gus- 

tav Blum: one of flock of pre- 

Christmas week premieres; writ- 

ten by Virginia Farmer; opens 

tonight (Dec. 21). 

“Storm Center,” Klaw (4th week) 

(C-831-$3.30). Final week; will 

go off after Friday, with “Sisters” 

debuting Saturday; didn’t mean a 

thing. 

“Take the Air,” Waldorf (5th week) 
(M-1,111-$4.40). Word-of-mouth 
praise should count; musical com- 
edy of undoubted merit, getting 
good money, with takings around 
$21,000, 

“Yhe baby Cyclone,” Henry Miller 





switches will bring “Rosalie” here read i at ae Go eee 
and “Follies” to road Jan. 9; a Phat 
slipped under $31,000 last week. $10,000" Bang mg better than 
Ove ae oe ee “The Banshee,” Daly's 63d St. (3d 
wee -900; $3.85). ghly a . 
commended as drama; business} Week) (D-1,173-$3.30). Reported 
moderate but profitable with pace| lI right as a meller, but little 
between $8,000 and $9,000; “The trade since opening; estimated 


Strange Interlude” due here Jan. 


23. 
*Funny Face,” Alvin (5th week 
(M-1,400; $5.50). Class musical 


comedy that is among 


standout 
productions of season; big agency 


less than $3,000 and must improve 
to stick, 

»|“The Command to Love,” Longacre 
(14th week) (D-1,019-$4.40). Up- 
stairs trade considerably off last 
two wecks; still all right on lower 


sales; $38,900 approximately. floor; $15,000. 
“Good News,” pth 46th St.| “The Desert Song,” Imperial (56th 
(6th week) C1618; $5.50). veep) ee eet a ae 
so musical smash; virtual ca- . 
pacity: $39,000. Moon” listed to follow in Jan. 7; 
“Happy,” Earl Carroll (3d week) holdover making little money, but 
(M-997; $3.85). Started mildly} Slipped to $12,000 last week. 


and does not figure to stand up 


“The Doctor’s Dilemma,” Guild (5th 


against musical competition; last week) (C-914-$3.30). Doing big 
week quoted around $10,000. business and with subscription 
“Hit the Deck,” Belasco (35th!) aid over $16,000, which means 
week) (M-1,000; $5.50). Still one standee'__ trade. “Marco’s Mil- 


of favored musicals; 
bettering $24,000. 

“Interference,” Empire (10th week 
(C-1,099-$4.40), English melo 
drama doing well; although no 


among leaders, business has held 
recently around 


up profitably; 


$13,000. 
*“Jimmie’s Women,” Frolic (13th 
week) (C-602-$3.30). Operating 


on rental basis; 


light grosses; $4,000 lately. 

“Los Angeles,” Hudson (ist week 
(C-1,094-$3.30). Presented 
George M. Cohan, 
third on cugrent list; 


Stewart; opened Monday. 
“Manhattan Mary,” 


holdover 
show getting agency support and 


modest hook-up 
permits show to break even at 


by 
making his 
written by 
Max Marcin and Donald Ogden 


(13th 


lions” will alternate here starting 


Jan. 9. 

“The Golden Dawn,” Hammerstein's 

) (4th week) (M-1,265-$6.60). Some 

- difference of opinion, 

t doubt about enthusiastic recep- 
tion by goodly percentage of audi- 
ences: claimed to be grossing 

$32,000, important money. 

“The Ladder,” Belmont (62d week) 
(D-517-$3.30). No change in status 
of champ flop; wealthy backer 
still giving tickets away free; 
moved here under eight weeks’ 

) rental and may continue there- 
after. 

“The Letter,” Morosco (13th week) 
(D-893-$3.85). Final week; as 
high as $23,000 in opening weeks, 
but soon dropped off with recent 


Apollo grosses reported under $7,000; 
week) (M-1,168-$5.50). Among “Restless Women” next week. 
musical leaders from start and|“The Love Cali?” Majestic (9th 
oucht to round out season; pace week) (O-1,800-$3.85). Going out 
estimated recently around $37,000. after another three weeks; never 

“Mikado,” Royale (15th week) (C- got important money; around 
1.117-$3.30). With “Iolanthe” and $17,000 average; “The Patriot” 


“Pirates of Penzance” due to tour 
after another two weeks: Gilbert 


due to follow in. 
“The Love Nest,” Comedy (ist week) 


and Sullivan operettas did well (C-760-$3.30). Presented by Ac- 
during fall; off recently; $11,000. tors - Managers (Grand _ street 
“My Maryland,” Jolson'’s (15th group); adapted by Robert Sher- 
week) O-1,777-$5.50). Something wood from Ring Lardner’s story; 


of surprise; after unusual out-of- 
tewn showing. came in to com- 


opened Thursday (Dec. 22). 
“The Marquise,” Biltmore (6th week) 





but little 





a Morris Gest Tired 





* Morris Gest says “I'm through 

with miracles”—meaning “The 
Miracle” and other stupendous 
ventures. Morrig is tired. He 
is at the stage when he is 
thinking back of the dear days 
of Comstock & Gest producing 
little successes that paid big 
profits and gave no worries. 

With nothing except suc- 
cesses since (at least artistic 
ones, and when they were 
financial disasters he still had 
no substantial griefs) he is 
weary of the gamble, the 
hazard, the suspense. 

Now he wants to do four- 
people comedies in one set, 
gross expense $2,143.50—and 
{ have hope instead of panic. 
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Frisco Offsets Shum, 
Deck” in at $19,000 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

Satisfactory business among the 
legits last week, the expected pre- 
holiday slump failing to materialize 
to any great extent. “Hit the 
Deck” continued to set the pace and 
had things pretty much to itself at 
the Lurie, though “The Beggars 
Opera” did well enough. 

Henry Duffy’s newest, “The Gos- 
sipy Sex,” at the President, got 
away to a bang start and should 
have no trouble remaining until 
late January. Duffy's “The Mys- 
tery Ship” closed its fifth week at 
the Alcazar and was replaced by 
“New Brooms,” with Robert Mc- 
Wade, of the original cast, brought 
on. The Green Street continued to 
be the mecca for the sophisticatea 
and the ninth week of “The Mar- 
ried Virgin” was unusually good. 

Estimates for Last Week 








“ROSALIE,” $43,500 


“Peggy Ann” and “Maryland” Each 
$16,000—“Kay”-“"Rang Tang” Out 








Boston, Dec. 20. 
Record breaking attendance for 
the second successive week puts 
Ziegfeld’s “Rosalie” show in a fair 
way to better the $100,000 the wise 
mob predicted. 
Business at the Majestic, where 
“Oh, Kay” closed last week, went 
up $1,000. The house is dark this 
week, but reopens with “The 
Spider.” The holiday matinee will 
start the show off. Also coming on 
Christmas Day is “The Letter,” at 
the Plymouth, for two weeks, and 
“Cock Robin,” which will play a two 
weeks’ engagement at the Hollis. 
“Broadway” left Saturday after 
winding up _ successful season. 
“Rang Tang,” colored show, also 
quit last week to clear the way for 
“Wings.” “The Student Prince” 
will return to the Boston Opera 
House next Monday for a short re- 
turn engagement. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Rosalie” (Colonial, last week). 
Best bet ever for the Colonial; 
S.R.O.’d as much as $43,500. 

“Peggy Ann” (Wilbur, 4th week). 
Did $16,000. : 
“My Maryland” (Shubert, 4th 
week). Okay at $16,000. 

Closing weeks of “Oh, Kay,” at 
the Majestic, and “Broadway,” 
Plymouth, saw grosses respectable. 
“Rang Tang;’ Tremont, finished at 
$8,000, as did “Tenth Avenue” at 
the Hollis. 


han 





(CD-951-$3.30). Not up to early 
expectations; business moderate 
since then with pace estimated 
around $10,000. 

“The Merry Malones,” - Erlanger 
(18th week) (M-1,500-$4.40). Co- 
han music play and one of his 
best productions; holding up very 
well in pre-holiday going; last 
week over $26,000. 

“The 19th Hole,” Cohan (11th week) 
(C-1,111-$3.30). Leaving after 
another week; first floor draw 
with upstairs cut-rated; under 
$8,000 now; “Nightstick” will fol- 
low in after playing a week out 
of town; latter show current at 
Selwyn. 

“The Racket,” Ambassador (5th 
week (D-1,200-$3.30). Praised as 
crook melodrama, but business 
not what it should be; profitable, 
however; last week quoted at 
nearly $10,500. 

“The Shannons of Broadway,” Mar- 
tin Beck (13th week) (C-1,198- 
$3.30). Trade moderately good, 
while not among leaders showed 
profit; $10,000 or bit less last 


week. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Nation- 
al (l4th week) (D-1,164-$3.86). 
Best of season’s melodramas and 
top non-musical gross getter at 
over $24,000 weekly. 

“Trigger,” Little (34 week) (D-530- 
$3.30). Colorful drama that should 
have chance; pace after holidays 
will indicate possibilities; $5,000. 

“What Do We Know,” Wallack’s 
(Ist week) (D-770-$3.30). Brings 
Olga Petrova back to Broadway; 
tried out recently on road; opens 
Friday (Dec. 23). 

Outside Times Sq.—Little—Special 

Max Reinhardt’s season in German, 
Century (6th week). Foreigners 
will continue at this house until 
Dec. 31, probably then moving to 
smaller house; current attractions 
Danton’s Tod,” opened Tuesday. 

Irish Players, Gallo (4th week). 
Moved here from Hudson Monday 
at which time “Juno and the Pay- 
cock” succeeded “The Plough and 
the Stars”; top admission lower 
to $2.75 upon removal 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street. “Cra- 
die Song,” “The Good Hope,” 
“Three Sisters,” etc. 

American Laboratory, reportory. “At 
the Gate of the Kingdom,” “Gran- 
ite,” “Much Ado About Nothing.” 

“Taming of the Shrew,” Garrick 
(9th week). Modern dress Shake- 
speare doing fair business. 

“An Enemy of the People,” Walter 
Hampden’s (12th week). Ibsen re- 
vival well done, 

“The Ivory Door,” Charles Hopkins; 

~ “Bare Facts,” Triangle; “The Cen- 





Lurie—“Hit the Deck” (4th 
week). Ran neck and neck with 
third week; no difficulty keeping 
around $19,000; most consistent 


business house has ever experi- 
enced, 

Curran—"Blossom Time” (2a 
and final week). Lucky if it 


reached $9,000. 

President—"The Gossipy Sex.” 
Duffy clientele took to this one and 
opening week spelled $5,400; un- 
usually good. 

Alcazar—“The Mystery’ Ship.” 
Probably could have remained an- 


other week or two; final week 
$3,800. . 


Green Street—“The Married Vir- 
gin.” No letup in sight; at better 
than $3,000 showed nice profit. 


$90,000 FOR ‘SOURIS’ IN 
FRISCO, 3 WKS; PANIC 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 
Morris Gest is traveling west on 
a special train with the “Chauve- 
Souris” company that opens Dec. 26 
at the Curran. 

Advance sale indicates engage- 
ment will gross $90,000 in three 
weeks, sensational for San Fran- 
cisco. 


$6.60 IN NEWARK! 


“She’s My Baby,” starring Bea- 
trice Lillie, will play the Shubert 
here next week. The scale for New 
Year’s eve is $6.60 top, the highest 
admission yet charged in this city. 

The Dillingham attraction is due 
at the Globe, New York, early in 
January. 


Carlton Miles Accepts 
Stock Company Job 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

Carlton Miles, dramatic editor 
and reviewer of the Minneapolis 
“Journal” and one of the best- 
known critics in the country 
amongst show people and news- 
paper men, has assumed charge of 
the Henry Duffy stock company at 
the local Alcazar. 

No report is about as to the ex- 
act inducement that impelled Miles 
to leave his newspaper post. 


Two-Cast Play Again 


“Jealousy,” A. H. Woods’ two- 
character play, is being readied for 
another try with Chester Morris 
and Claudette Colbert comprising 
the cast. The piece tried out pre- 
viously with Violet Heming and 
Kenneth McKenna, 

This is the second two-character 
play to reach production via A. H. 
Woods, the other being “Under Or- 
ders,” produced 10 years ago with 


the late Shelley Hull and Effie 
Shannen. « 


ABBOTT FOR “SISTER” 

George Abbott has been called in 
by A. E. and R. R. Riskin to revise 
and redirect “Bless You, Sister,” 
starring Alice Brady and due in 
New York next week, unless revi- 
sion period sets back the New York 
opening. 

The Riskin offer taking preced- 
ence over that of A. H. Woods and 
Richard Herndon for a similar as- 
signment on “The Small Timer,” it 
may set back the reopening of that 
piece until February unless some 
one else is called in sooner. 


RUSSIANS’ $10,000 SCENE 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Balieff and his “Chauve-Souris 
will double while playing the Com- 
munity Playhouse in Pasadena next 
month, 

There ts a scene in 
Dancer of Moscow,” Fox picture, 
for which Raoul Walsh wants Ba- 
licff and his crew. 























“The Red 





} turies,” New Playwrights; Tony 
’ Sarg’s Marionettea, Tottca, 


5 


? 


Fox will pay the Russian troupe 
$10,000, 


CHL STALLING 
BEFORE XMAS: 
BLINN, $1750 


Mrs. Insull and ‘Tomm 
Thru—3 Musicals 
$82,000 





Chicago, Dec. 20, 
After the fourth week of “Mr. Pim 


Passes By,” now in its second, Mrs, 
Samuel Insull will dissolve her Re- 
pertoire Theatre Company at the 


Studebaker for all time. This the 
rep’s second season, has been as 
unsuccessful as the first one. George 
Kingsbury, Mrs, Insull’s present 
manager, will conduct the house ag 
a regular legit stand. 
About half the outfits now in town 
got the run out idea after checkin 
up Saturday night. “Lulu Belle” 
closed and “Tommy” posted notice, 
“Night in Spain” took the top 
seat, at the same time running first 
at the agencies. “Desert Song” fol. 
lowed, and “Hit the Deck” was close 
up on strength of a heavy evening 
and week-end draw. Among the 
non-musicals “Lulu” took first 
money, though without bragging 
about it, and “The Play’s the Thing” 
was $500 behind. The Blinn show 
was stimulated by three sellout 
benefit performances during the 
week. 
“Broadway” finally hit the slides 
and dropped about $4,000. It can 
stick at its take, neverthless. and 
looks okay to survive the holidays, 
if not longer. “Road to Rome's” 
gross looks good enough for the 
Adelphi to prolong the engagement 
another week. This is the second 
postponement of the closing date, 
“Countess Maritza,” the forced op- 
eretta, had a few theatre parties to 
bolster, and finished with a fair 
sum, while “Rain” finished 13 weeks 
at the Central on Saturday to be 
succeeded by “A Good Bad Woman,” 
acted by the same company. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Broadway” (Selwyn, 14th week). 
Tossed off $4,000 and about ready to 
say “uncle”; still most consistent 
show of the year; $12,000. 
“Countess Maritza” (Olympic, 7th 
week). Fortunate in special plug 
stuff and location; $18,000. 

“Desert Song” (G. N., 16th week). 
Continues strong; $26,000; likely te 
do best Xmas business in town. 
“Hit the Deck” (Woods, 7th week). 
Only light musical here; matinees 
off but eve’s and week ends covere 
ing; $25,000. 

“Lulu Belle” (Illinois, 9th week). 
Closed after profitable engagement; 
run did much to further Miss Ulric’s 
local following; $18,000 final. 

“Mr. Pim” (Studebaker, 2d week). 
Will be curtain piece of Mrs. Insull’s 
Repertoire Theatre Co.; not much 
of an improvement over “Heartbreak 
House”; maybe $7,500. 

“Murray Hill” (Princess, 4th 
week). Hasn't vitality to last; $5,- 
000 not reason for remaining. 
“Night in Spain” (Four Cohans, 
4th week). The current big boy and 
enjoying best spec demand; $31,000. 
“Rain” (Central, 13th week). Fin- 
ished long run, “Good Bad Woman, 
by same company, succeeding; ree 
vival made money throughout stay, 
even at $4,500 last week. 

“Road to Rome” (Adelphf, 10th 
week). Now on results of sudden 
surprising influx; run twice extend- 
ed; another week on last week's 


$11.000. 

“The Play’s the Thing” (Harris, 
6th week). Okay at $17,500, and 
pocketing coin over expenses. 
“Tommy” (Cort, 17th week). 
Leaves in two weeks; has taken full 
advantage of Cort’s peculiar selling 
ability; house best located in tows 
for mediocre farces; $7,000. 


CAST CHANGES 


J. Irving White has replaced Wil- 
liam Courtleigh in “Weather Cleat 
Track Fast.” Joe Laurie, Jr., is now 
sole feature. Buck and Bubbles were 
replaced by Max Williams and Billy 
Osborne, also colored team. N@ 
other changes are slated. 
Aibert Hackett replaced 
McGann in “Nightstick.” 
Sally Sloan (Sadie Sussman) add- 
ed to “Desert Song.” 
Ruth Lee replaced 
“Tenth Avenue.” 
David Burton supplanted Geors® 
Cukor as director of “The Royal 
Family" in the final week of Tre 
hearsals. Sylvia Field withdrew 
from “Behold This Dreamer” 
go into the piece m 
Alfred Frith rejoined “pracula. 
Walter Plimmer, Jr., replaced 
Leslie Howard in “Murray Hill.” 








Danny 


Edna Hibbard 
in 


aka 


1 is with 





Frank Fam Chis 
caco of “Good News, 


leaving Friday for that city. 


company 





Sue, 














*“wa = oe 


- sat oa” Gall’ of 


my? 


20, 

. Pim 
. Mra, 
r Re. 
t the 
8, the 
enh ag 
'ecorgs 
resent 
ise ag 


town 
cking 
Belle” 
\Otice, 
2 top 


” fole 
close 
ening 
z the 
first 
sging 
hing” 
show 
ellout 
the 


slides 
t can 

and 
days, 
me's” 
* the 
ment 
econd 
date, 
1 op- 
les to 
fair 
weeks 
to be 
man,” 


reek), 
dy to 
istent 


t, Tth 
plug 


reek), 
ly te 
1. 

reek), 
inees 
over- 


reek ). 
nent; 
‘lric’s 


reek). 
sull’s 
much 
break 


4th 
; $5,- 


hans, 
y and 
1,000. 

Fin- 
nan,” 
: Tree 
stay, 


10th 
idden 
tend- 
reek's 


arris, 
and 


reek). 
n full 
elling 
town 


Wil- 
“lear, 
; now 

were 

Billy 

No 


anny 
add- 
ybard 


eorge 
Royal 
f re- 
drew 
' to 


ula.” 
y! rced 


hewn 


_.tendance, 








| Wednesay December 4 21, 1927 


28 NEW SHOWS WITHIN 10 DAYS 








FILL EVERY BROADWAY HOUS 





Big Trade Expected at Peak of Theatrical Season— | 
Monday’s Extra Matinees Over Holiday Period. 
Expected to Pile Up Top Grosses for Season 





Next week, that of Christmas to 
New Year's, peak of the theatrical 
year will find Broadway's theatres 
100 per cent. tenanted for the first 
time this season. 

Earlier in the fall indications 
were that there would be a list of 
dark houses throughout the season 
and it was even predicted that the 
erux of the season would not see 
that condition materially altered. 
10 new attractions this week and 
18 next week make for a total of 
28 shows arriving in town within 
10 days, an influx of record pre- 
mieres, Though the new shows will 
fill the gaps January is likely to 
again exhibit at Teast some dark 
theatres. 

Although several attractions were 
virtual capacity last week save for 
the mid-week matinee, this week 
will find none in that position. The 
Christmas rush upon the shops is 
ending and the managers are ready- 
ing for a _ clean-up. Additional 
matinees are scheduled for a num- 
ber of. shows during the coming 
week and nearly all are scaled at 
high prices for New Year’s Eve. 

As that event falls on Sunday the 
big night of the season will come 
on Saturday. Monday, also a holi- 
day, should see big matinee trade, 
probably better than evening at- 
For seven day towns 
such as Chicago there should be 
two big theatre nights—Saturday 
and Sunday, with Monday light. 

“Mary Dugan,” $23,000 

Last week there were no new at- 
tractions. “The Trial of Mary 
Dugan” was best among the non- 
musicals ,with the gross around 
$23,000; “Burlesque” got $21,000; 
“Coquette,” $18,500; ‘The Command 


to Love,” $15,000; ‘The Doctor's 
Dilemma,” $16,000 (including sub- 
scriptions); “Porgy,” $14,000; “In- 
terference” and ‘Escape,” $12,000; 
“Dracula,” “The Racket” and “The 
Marquise,” over $10,000; ‘“Night- 
stick,” a bit less; “Road to Rome,” 
about the same; “Shannons of 
Broadway” and “Broadway,” §$9,- 
000; “The 19th Hole,” $7,500, and 


the others trailing, down to as lit- 
tle as $3,000, and of course nothing 
for “The Ladder” which continues 
to give all tickets away free “dur- 
ing the period of revision.” 

The musicals were bunched, “Good 
News” being best at $39,000, with 
“Funny Face,” “Five o’Cloeck Girl” 
and “Manhattan Mary” rated around 
$37,000 or less; “Follies” dropped 
down to $31,000 and is due out soon; 
“Rio Rita” bettered that mark, get- 
ting $32,000 or over; ‘‘The Golden 
Dawn” claimed as much; “Artists 
and Models” estimated under $30,- 
000; “The Merry Malones” $26,000; 
“Hit the Deck,” $23,000; “Connecti- 
cut Yankee” and “Take the Air,” 
over $20,000; “Sidewalks of New 
York” a bit less; “Revels,” $15,000; 


“Desert Song,” $12,000; “Happy,” 
$10,000. 

In and Out 
“The Letter” will close at the 
Morosco, which gets “Restless 


Women” (starting Christmas mati- 
nee) ; “Storm Center” stops at the 
Alaw Friday night with “Sisters” 
entering Saturday (this week); 
“Behold This Dreamer” was with- 
¢rawn from the Cort last Saturday, 
the house getting “Behold the Bride- 


groom” next Monday; “Out of the 
Sea” was closed at the Eltinge 


which gets “It Is to Laugh” on the 
Same date; “Paradise” relights the 
48th Street; “Lovey Dovey” comes 
to the Harris, “And So to Bed” r moy- 
ing from that house to the Bijou; 
Venus” relights the Masque; “Bless 
You Sister” relights the Forrest; 
Celebrity” relights the Lyceum; 
“Excess Baggage” is slated for the 
Ritz which this week opened with 
“Playing the Game”; “L’Aiglon” 
comes into the Cosmopolitan: “The 
White Eagle” arrives at the Casino; 
Paris 3ound’® relights the Musik 
Pox; “Show Boat” bows into the 
Ziegfeld, “Rio Rita’ moving from 
these to the Lyric; “The 
Family” eomes to the Selwyn: 
Nightstic k” going out of tow n from 
that house for one week and re- 
turning at the Cohan Jan. 2; “The 
Prisoner” Starts the Provi 
Season; “Magnolia” opens 
Greenwich Village; “The 
Show” revives the Princ 
Keating with magic will be offered 


4* Special matinees at the Booth. 


at the 
Medicine 


ss 


b ' 
Locked Doors 





House managers of legit and 
picture houses along the 
street have issued official let- 
ters of warning to players not 
to leave their dressing rooms 
unlocked unless in charge of a 
maid or valet. 

In the past month the racket 
of walking into dressing rooms, 
played by what is believed to 
be an organized gang, has been 
overworked. Claiming ac- 
quaintanceship with featured 
players various individuals 
have been crashing backstage. 
Numerous losses have been re- 
ported. 


$11,000 OR $20,000 FOR 














Hope Seasesbente $36,000 suit for 
breach of contract against Martin 
Beck and Charles Dillingham has 
been settled out of court for a cash 
sum varying between $11,000 and 
$20,000. Miss Hampton states “in 
the neighborhood of’ 20, while the 
3eck-Dillingham faction sets it 
actually at $11,000. 

Miss Hampton, in private life 
Mrs. Jules E. Brulatour, predicated 
her suit on a contract for the title 
role in “Madame Pompadour.” 
opened in Philadelphiqg with that 
operetta in 1924, to be displaced by 
Wilda Bennett for the Broadway 
engagement. Miss Hampton com- 
puted the $36,000 on a season’s con- 
tract earnings. 

Originally reported that Leo Fall, 
the Viennese composer, had ob- 
jected to Miss Hampton in the title 
role, the composer denied this in 
writing, according to the evidence. 








Lee’s First Musical 


Lee Shubert’s first personally 
produced musical comedy starring 
Edna Leedom opens re-cast and re- 
titled Dec. 29 at the Harris, New 
York, with Guy Robertson replac- 
ing Donald Brian, Jack Sheehan 


and Doris Patson, Wesley Pierce 
and Hazel Harris, the latter an 


English dance team making their 
American debut; ~ Mary Dunkley, 
Ruth Goodwin and Eva Lyn. 

The new title is “Lovey Lady,” 
nee “Ain't Love Grand.” 

Miss Leedom is signed to the 
Shuberts for five years at $1,000 a 
week and graduating upward. 
Through Miss Leedom, Dave Stam- 
per becomes a Shubert show com- 
poser; Harold Atteridge on the 
book; Dave Bennett staging. 


RAMBEAU DISAPPEARS 


Leaves Wilkes Flat on “Vortex”— 
Gwendolyn Sieler Replaces 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Marjorie tambeau, to have 
starred in and directed Thomas 
Wilkes’ production of “The Vortex,” 
slated to open at the Hollywood 
Music Box Dec. walked out on 
her contract last week during re- 
hearsals and without notification. 
The actress disappeared suddenly 
with Wilkes unable to ascertain her 
whereabouts, 

A report igs that Miss R: 





25, 


imbeau’'s 





Royal | 


incetown | 


and |} 


grandmother died at the Rambeau 
| ranch near Concord, Cal., but | 
| whether the connection had any-|! 
thing to do with Miss Rambeau’'s | 
walkout was not learned. In the 
| meantime, she has been replaced by 
| Gwe ndolyn Logan Sieler, IE ] 
ij actress, 
Frank Reicher will direct the pl 
land others in the cast are Barton 
| Hepburn, Ivis Goulding, Barry 
| O’Daniels, Fergus Reddie and Mar 
| Forbes. 
TREVOR AS FILM’S LEAD 
Los Angeles, Dec. 29. 
| Norman Trevor has been engaged 
by M- G-M to support Norr Sh r- 
ler in “The Actress,” title selected 
for the s n version of “Trelawney 


L. A. GROSSES oi 


Send Angeles, Dec. 20. 
“Cocoanuts,” the Marx Bros.’ opera. | 
led the town last an with $18,500 
at the Biltm«<« “Sunny” ran 
along to ni se at the Mayan; | 
was second high with around $17.,- 
000 for the fourth week 


ce 


Fifth week, “Relations,” Vine 
Street, $4,500. Two weeks enoug! 
} for 7ertie.” at Morosco, when 
second week dipped to $4,000. This 


$1.25 super-stock house 
nearer $6,000. 

“The Morning After” was launched 
by the dauntless Oliver Merosco 
with a $5.50 top at the Hollywood 
Playhouse, and with four perform- 
ances at $2.20 copped $4,600. 

Lionel Barrymore's flyer in 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh” is attract- 
ing healthy clientage to the Belasco 
Reported $10,000 for third week. 

“Broadway,” with plenty of stam- 
ina apparently still on tap, touched 
$11,000 in its 12th week at the Ma- 
son and is having one of the best 
runs at the money ever chalked up 
locally. 


averages 





New Money. and 


Demands for “Revels” 
Sigus of financial trouble are in- 





HOPE—TAKE YOUR PICK 


Sheg 


dicated for Harry Delmar’s “Rev- 
els,” at the Shubert. Monday the 
admission scale was reduced fror 
$5. 50 to $4.40, the latter price going 
the front rows, with the bai- 
ance of the lower floor at $3.85. 

The show is accredited an excel- 
lent performance but business has 
been disappointing. Delmar and 
Sam Baerowitz, vaudeville agent, 
were in cortrol up to Saturday, 
when Frank Fay, featured with the 
show, and Charles Bierbauer, an- 
other vaude agent, are reported 
buying in. 

There is some trouble over roy- 
alty payments. Ballard MacDon- 
ald, Billy Rose, Jimmy Monaco and 
Jesse Greer are Said to be on a flat 
basis of $250 weekly instead of the 
usual percentage of the gtoss. 

Rose has made a demand for 
payment, with Baerowitz yarrying 
in a new manner asa stall. ile de- 
manded arbitration and is said to 
| have applied to the Authors’ League. 
Greer's siviaprets dete is also in arrears. 


LIEGFELD SWITCHES 








Fixed Up—Openmg | 


The booking mix-up that threat- 
ened when Flo Ziegfeld decided to 
switch his new “Show Boat” to an- 
other house than the Lyric, has 
been squared. “Show Boat” will 
open at the Ziegfeld theatre next 


Tuesday. ‘Monday “Rio Rita” will 
move from the Ziegfeld to the 
Lyric. 


Under the new contract for the 
Lyric, Zieggy is to play “Rio” at 
the house for about eight weeks 
and is to follow it in with “Three 
Musketeers” which he placed in re- 
hearsal Monday. 

The Oppenheimers who operate 
the Lyric agreed to the switch be- 
cause with the two Ziegfeld book- 
ings they figured keeping the house 
tenanted with Ziegfeld shows for 
year. That expectation is based on 
the strength of the “Musketeers” 
show. The remodeling of the Lyric 
is being rushed and will entail a 


cost of more than $40,000. The im- 
provements are regarded making 
the house more desirable in any 
event. 

The switch in “Show Boat” was 
accompanied by the booking of 


“Rosalie” which arrives at the New 
Amsterdam Jan. 10, succeeding the 
“Follies” which goes to the road 
after another two weeks. The re- 
vue has been among the leaders 
throughout the fall, but trade 
dropped around the $31,000 mark 
last week. 


MANTELL CANCELS TOUR 





|} call off his road tour in Shake- 
| | Spearean repertoire in Columbus, O., 
last week because of illness. Man- 
ell suffered a nervous collapse 
was removed to his home at Atlantic 


| Highlands, N. J. 

Mantell’s road tours have been 
signally lucrative particularly 
through Mantell’s insistence upon a 
$1.50 top. 

° 
“Captive” on Coast 
Los Angeles, Dec. 20 

Fxlward Rowland and Leslie 
Pearce, producers have obtained 
the Coast rights to “The Captive.” 

The producers will attempt to d 

ithe sex show here sometime in 
y | February with a New York cast 
) Plans are to make it a $2.50 show. 


Robert Mantell was compelled to | 


and | 


LEGITIMATE 





Double-Crossing-Pretty 


A new producer 
a theatre from one 
Fellows has a show, 
ing as it should 

*“What'll I do,” he asks the 
Big Fellow, “shall I cut sala- 


who rented 
of the Bi 
not click- 


ot 


Fe llow, 


himself, 


says the 
good 


Sure," 
a pretty 


Big 
cutter 
“er 
producer runs 
and tells them 
have to be a 


So the new 
back to his cast 
that there will 
cut 

“Yes?” said a 
asked to take 
of her salary, 

“Yes,” says the new pro- 
ducer, and he didn't say it 
with a question mark, either. 

Pretty soon the leading lady 
got a phone call, It was from 
the Big Fellow who advised the 
new producer to cut salaries. 

“Don't worry,” said the Big 
Fellow, “‘there'll be another job 
waiting with me, Take the 
cut, kid, take the cut.” 

The lady left the cast, pronto 
or quicker. The Big Fellow 
had her all framed for another 
job. 

Nice boys along Broadway— 


leading lady, 
off 50 ber cent. 
“Yes? 








very little double-crossing ex- 
cept on Sundays and week- 
: days. 
— | 





NO ONE FAVORED 
THEATRES ON TAX 


Washington, Dec, 20. 
Not one administration voice was 





raised during the debate on the floor 
of the House favoring the repeal of 


ithe 10 per cent. theatre admission 
tax. 
Every amendment offered by a 


group of Democrats was decisively 
voted down, A half hour later a 
break came that. if it sticks, will 
forstall any chances of the hoped- 
for, and promised, relief from the 
Senate. 

That break was the repeal of the 
entire tax on automobiles. 

Attitude of the administration 
leaders is summed up in the state- 
; ment of Chairman Green, Ia., whep 
he informed the Democrats that 
“the trouble with the spoken drama 
is that you have the speculators.” 





Attempts was also made to change | 
the new provision levying 25 per 
cent, on prize fight tickets from $5 
up. Loring Black (D), N. Y., lead 
this move. It met defeat. 


Sutphen Ran Out With 





Sioux City, Dec. 20. 

Relations between C. D. Sutphen, 
manager of the Playhouse theatre, 
and P, A. Phelps, whose Phelps 
Players have been presenting rep- 
ertoire there, haven't been any too 
pleasant. 

The world was let in the secret 
Sunday right when the curtain was 
run down on the second act and 
Phelps from the stage solemnly no- 
tified the patrons out front that 
Sutphen had gone with the box 
office receipts; there would be no 
more show that night. 

Sutphen was later 
city detectives. 


arrested by 
A stage hand accused Sutphen of 
a4issuing bouncing checks, the war- 
rant terminology being uttering a 
jfraudulent check. On this charge 
iSutphen is to be 
| wee k. 

The Phelps Players are 
| Sutphen has announced that he will 
keep the faith with the local drama 
lovers 4s soon as he can find an- 
other company of artists. 





“out,” but | 


Prof. as Producer 


} 
| 
' 
| Bela Blau, 


instructor at Colum- 


|bia University, and student of the 
theatre, is to become a manager 
As yet he has not selected a play 
for first production, 

Last season Blau established a 
Cc urse on “Show Business” in the 
\¢ xtension division of Columbia 
gen h activity he will continue, al- 
| tho h discontinuing his other work 


jin the theatrical field to engage in 

the managerial end. 

| Biau’s college instruction course 

is one along lines of the practical! 

land business side of the theatre 
Variety nome d as the text bool 

;of the Columbia class. 


Night’s Gross—No Show 


arraigned late this | 


VARIETY 


“SHOW BOATS” - 
3 WEEKS 


|Philly Has Ups and Downs 
—‘Cardboard’ $14,500— 
‘Barker’ Around $12,500 


Philadelphia, Dec. 20. 
Taken by and large, last week 
was one of the most peculiar In the 


legit houses that Philly 


seasons, 


has had in 
It was in the nature of a 


repetition of what happened the 
previous week, only more so. Zieg- 
feld’s “Show Boat” crashed through 
j}to $16,000 at the Erlanger, per- 


|} haps a little more, the only variation 
being in the number of standees. In 
this traditionally bad six days be- 
| fore Christmas it is certain that an- 
| other capacity week will be achieved, 





giving “Show Boat” better than 
$136,000 on its three local weeks. 
That's at $4.40, too 


As opposed to this was one other 
gross that was neat, but not sensa- 
tional, and six more that ran from 
so-so on down. “Her Cardboard 
Lover,” in its third and last week at 
the Adeiphi, was the best of the 
pack outside of Zieggey's sensation. 
Jeanne Eagels’ farce did well here 
although off to around $14,500 last 
week. “The Barker” had a good 
opening at the Broad but didn’t hold 
up as well as expected. Critics 
were not very keen about the com- 
pany outside of Bennett, who got 
glowing notices. After Christmas 
the show should coast out its re- 
maining fortnight to real profit. 
gy week between $12,000 and $13,- 
00. 

“The Silver Cord” finished its five 
weeks with less than $7,000. It was 
evident this drama had exhausted 
its real demand after three weeks. 
However, it undoubtedly realized a 
profit on the engagement. Up at 
the Lyric “Broadway”,was down to 
about the same figure. Held to 
about four sensationally good weeks 
then went along moderately for two 
more, but in its last three it cata- 
pulted steadily downwards. It filled 
out its originally allotted nine weeks 
but disappointed. 

Howard Thurston got along nicely 
at the Garrick, although seriously 
hurt at a couple of performances 
by the weather. 

“The Student Prince,” at the Shu- 





bert, and “Rose-Marie,” at the 
Chestnut, were both 'way off, the 
| former getting a slightly better 


break with around $11,000 claimed— 
perhaps a little high. “Rose-Marie” 
|} was under $10,000 by a good margin, 

This week has two openings. On 
Monday William Hodge's “Straight 
Thru the Door” bows into the Adel- 
phi for what is expected to be a 
month's stay. On Thursday an op- 


eretta, “New Moon,” will open at 
the Chestnut for two and a half 
weeks, Philly thus has three houses 


dark all this week and a third un- 
tenanted up until Thursday. 

Next week brings in five shows— 
three musical. There has been one 
last-minute change, due to the ex- 
clusion from this city of “Women 
Go On Forever,” by order of the 
censor. This Brady-Wiman pro- 
duction was to have opened Monday 
at the Walnut, but its place has 
been taken by “Immoral Isabella.” 
with Frances Starr. The other non- 
musical is “The Silent House,” at 
the Lyric. It is in for two weeks, 
and, like “Isabella,” will open at a 
matinee. The other three openings 
Christmas week are: “Scandals,” for 
three weeks at the Shubert; “Allez- 
Oop,” indefinite, at the Garrick, and 
“Honeymoon Lane,” return, at the 
Erlanger. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“The Barker” (Broad, 2d week). 
Critics panned the company except 
Richard Bennett; slow start, al- 
though with holiday influx should 
get out Pacha @ neat profit in four 
| weeks; between $12,000 and $13,000, 

Howar Thurston (Garrick, 3d 
week), Magician holding up nicely; 
| profit. claimed at $1.50 top; “AMez 
Oop” on Monday. 

“New Moon” (Chestnut. 1st 
week). ' Doesn't open until Thurs- 
day, and slated for two and a half 
| weeks: tose-Marie” down to $10,- 
000 or less last week. 

“Show Boat” (Erlanger, 3d week). 








Pare of the town and a life- 
|saver for new theatre; last week, 
1$46,006 or thereabouts; capacity 
}every performance. 

| “Straight Thru the Door” (Adel- 
iphi, ist week) William Hodee’s 
inew play in for fou weeks: “Her 
| Cardboard Lover” off, but still ex- 
j}cellent, with around $14,500 last 
| week, 

| Lyrie—Dark this week. “Broad- 
|\wya” down to $7,600 In ninth and 
ljlast week: “Silent House” next 
Monday: 

Walnut-—Duark tl week “Silver 
Cord” well under $7, in fifth and 
last wee Immoral Isabella” 

iv nday 

Shubert——Dark tI week “Stu- 

dent Prince” around $11,000 last 
; eek, “Scandals Monday. 
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Frame-Up’ Into a Show 


Mae West has called off her pro- 





josed revival of “The Wicked Age,” 
ufter the holidays Instead, Miss 
West is collaborating with Mark 
Linder on a new melodrama, 
Chatham Square.” 

This is an elaboration of “The 


Frame-Up,” authored and played in 
vaudeville by Mark Linder. The 


legit production will be made by 


lack Linder in association with 
fames Timoney and Robert Ster- 
ng. Mae West starred. 





Ann Harding Ill 


Ann Harding was forced to leave 
he cast of “The Trial of Mary Du- 


san” last week through illness. Ann 
<ostand, who was playing a minor 


art, went into the name role. 


Mae West Making Linder’s| 


Brunnetto Owes $8,517 
Rafael Brunnetto, actor, 104 West 
49th street, owes $8,517, according 


|}to a voluntary bankruptcy petition 
jand has no assets. 

The largest creditors are 8S. W. 
Sharmat, $3,445, and Caroline Hans- 
com, $1,300. 





MUSICAL WITH MISS HINES 


Carl Hemmer, figuring previously 
as producer of the revue, “Allez- 
Oop,” will sponsor a new musical, 
unnamed, in which Elizabeth Hines 
is to be starred. 

It will be done by James Mont- 
gomery, Joseph McCarthy and 
Harry Tierney. 





IRVING PLACE CLOSES 


Irving Place theatre (Yiddish), 
with Bertha Kalich as the attrac- 
tion, closed last week. Affected by 
general legit business depression in 
that district. 











$3,000 and 10% for 
‘News’ and ‘Rose-Marie’ 


John S. Vajda has purchased the 
Hungarian rights to “Rose-Marie” 
and “Good News” for F. Ravesz. The 
latter is to produce the plays in 
Budapest. “Rose-Marie” is to be 
shown at the Kiraly-Sinhaus. 

It is understood the purchase 
price for both shows was $3,000 
each and 10 per cent. of the grosses. 
“Rose-Marie” will be shown, 


L. A. Treasurers 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20, 

At the first annual meeting of 
new Theatre Treasurers’ Club of 
Los Angeles the following officers 
were chosen: President, Ray Perry; 
vice-president, Harold Mathews; 
recording secretary, Don Dechtold; 
financial secretary, Raymond Nel- 
son. Board of governors, Bert Ed- 
ney, Maurice Domke, John Mc- 
Guire, Edward Kidroski, Basil Mal- 








licoat, and Edward Oliver. 


Mary _Jenkine’ Divorce 


Mary Jenkins, in Chicage com- 
pany of “Hit the Deck,” was grant- 
ed a divorce from Edwin Welde- 
busch, foundry man, in Cleveland. 





LYRIC ON CRITICS 


Washington, Dec. 29. 


The closing number in Beatrice 
Lille’s “She’s My Baby” (Dilling- 
ham) gives opinions of the various 
New York critics in advance. The 
finish of the lyric is “everything 
must be okay, as Kelsey Allen, 
‘Women’s Wear,’ likes our show.” 

Changes are being made in cast. 
Barnum and Bailey. and Harry Wat- 
son, Jr., are out. 





Lee Kohlmar in Hospital 


Lee Kohlimar, legit actor, is in the 
Misericordi hospital, 86th _ street, 
New York. 

It was decided yesterday that an 
operation is necessary. His condi- 
tion is serious. 
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: LOVELY BOX 
i DIVINELY LADEN 


The dearest bit of a Nightie~ hand-made of 


and brought from Paris by 


| Mr. Lewis for this particular Christmas box. 
a * companion is a sketchy little silk com- 
| bination with tiny pockets and various sweet 
2 = and tender feminine touches. And~And~ Ob 
| dolly! a little pair of colourful French garters, 
plus pair of McCallum pure Silk Stockings. 


*15 


ARRANGED BY MR. LEWIS WITH A SUPERIOR REGARD FOR 
THE DESIRES OF ALL NICE LITTLE PERSONS WHO WORSHIP 
AND EXCEPTIONAL THINGS WHICH GAIN 
FAVOUR FOR AND GIVE BRILLIANCY TO THESE SHOPS. 


THE EXQUISITE 





GLORIOUS GIFT 
SUBLIMELY PACKED 


First. a Paris Purse of Antelope, em- ! 
bellished with Marcasite. Second an } 
exciting double compact with cute folding | 
comb to match, also embellished with 
“Marcasite. Then a pair of Paris gloves, 
cunningly cuffed, delicately beautiful, 
intensely practical all packed Neatly and 
Sweetly in an artistic Christmas box. 


25 


Other Gift Box Assortments from $5 to $75 
Other Gifts 


Purses . 


Gloves 


: Handkerchiefs 


Perfumes and Atomizers 


Necklaces : 
Vanity Cases : 


Bracelets : 
Cigarette Holders : 


Earrings 
Cigarette Case 


Toys for little ones and grown ups 
And exquisite Hosiery and Lingerie ~, Always 


New St. Regis Shop, Fifth Avenue at 55th St. 
409 Madison Avenue, at Forty-eighth St. 
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Inc. 


Waldorf-Astoria, 34tb St. and Fifth Ave. 
1580 Broadway, (With Men's Dept.) 
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A SHOWS OUT 


Four more Broadway attraction 
are off the list or will be by Sat. 
urday. Three are flops, the other ; 
moderate success. ~% 

“The Letter,” presented by Mess. 
more Kendall, at the Morosco. goes 
on tour after a 13 weeks engage. 
ment. The attraction has an uns 
usual history as to business It 
opened like a smash and was ratea 
at $22,000. After a few weeks trade 
dropped in the agencies ana the 
grosses steadily declined. Lately 
the show was rated under $7,999. 


Wednesday, December 21, 1997 








THE LETTER ) 
Opened Sept. 26. Osb 
(“Eve. World”): “created oan 
held the sensational interest 
expected.” Mantle (“News”) 
thought it lucky Miss Corneil 
did not have to depend on play 

to establish herself. 








—- eg said: “sure 
of success but longevit 2 
lematic.” i 
a 





“Storm Center” will close at the 
Klaw Friday, playing less than four 
weeks. It guaranteed $1,009 week. 
ly, but the gross was reported under 
that figure. 





STORM CENTER 


Opened Nov. 29. Second 
string assignment. 

Variety (ibee) figured: “four 
weeks—should be sufficient to 
see this one tucked in the 
storehouse.” 








. 


J 
“Behold This Dreamer,” presented 
by George C. Tyler, at the Cort, 
closed last Saturday after playing 
seven weeks. With some agency 
support it got around $10,000, but 
lately dropped to half that figure. 
Out of town the show had drawn 
excellent. business. 








BEHOLD THIS DREAMER 


Opened Oct. 31. Hammond 
(“Herald Tribune”) found it 
“dull and = hazy. Gabriel 


(“Sun”) voted: “mixed and 
middling entertainment.” 

Variety (a> thought there 
were enough refined palates in 
town to make this “box office 
goods for months.” 








q } 
“Out of the Sea,” also presented 
by George C. Tyler, was taken off 








OUT OF THE SEA 
Opened Dec. 5 Reviewers 
pessimistic. 
Variety (Lait) said: 
. scarcely make grade.” 





oa! 
at the Eltinge last Saturday, play- 
ing but two weeks. Drama, too 
heavy. 


BROWN’S $300,000 


(Continued from page 1) 


with the type of picture he is mak- 
ing. 

Brown was dickering for about 
three months with M-G-M before 
the deal was finally consummated. 
Meantime, Howard Hughes, released 
through United Artists, had de- 
posited a certified check for $100,000 
guaranteeing Brown $125,000 for 
each picture he would direct for 
him with a minimum of four a year. 

Work has been completed on “The 
Trail of ’98,” by Brown, and his 
next picture for M-G-M will prob- 
ably be “Heat,” starring Greta 
Garbo. 

Brown has been with M-G-M for 
two years. 














Morosco’s Minority 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

State Corporation Commissioner 
J. M. Friedlander granted a stock 
issue permit to the M. & S. Corpo- 
ration, organized for the purpos® 
of producing “The Morning After,” 
with a capital stock of 100 shares. 

Of this, 51 shares will go to Oliver 
Morosco, Ada Mae Sprecher and 
James G. Sprecher, officers of the 
company, the remaining 49 shares 
to be issued to Selma Paley, wife of 
Morosco, in exchange for property 
to be used in the production. 





“DIVORCE” AFTER “FLUSHER” 
Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 
Guy Bolton's “Grounds for Di- 
vorce” will follow “The Four Flush- 
er,” now at the Morosco. The Bol- 
ton piece is expected to go in about 
the first of the year for-a run. 
Gerhold Davis, new lesee of the 
Morosco, will close the house for 
repairs after that to reopen with @ 
new line of dramas. So far no 


change of policy for the house is 





announced. 
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ACTORS PLACING FLAT SUM FOR | 


RADIO SERVICE—CLUB DATE 





Disregarding One-Eighth Salary as Equity-Ruled 
Minimum—Eighth Paid When Radio Picks Up 
Off-Stage at Regular Performance 


A 








The National Broadcasting Co. 
(WEAF) is paying the casts of 
Broadway shows picked up by di- 
rect wire from the various legit 
pouses at the rate of one-eighth 
galary additional. 

Aside from that Equity ruling, 


legit producers and actors figure 
radio as a “club date” booking. Ac- 


cordingly they are demanding flat , 


sums for their services. 

In the case of the Old Gold on 
Broadway series, Equity has ruled 
that the P. Lorrillard Co., tobaccon- 
ists, compensate the cast with an 
eighth week's salary. This is where 
the regular performance is picked 
up by direct wire from the theatre 
by WEAF without additional effort 
by the talent. 

Where a unit or a star from the 
legit stage is in demand for radio- 
casting the special fee obtains for 
his or her services. 


Musicians at $8 


Edward Canavan, representing 
Local 802, has ruled that the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Corporation 


must pay approximately $2,000 to 
orchestras, which have, since Sep- 
tember, gone on the air in connec- 
tion with the broadcasting of mu- 
sical comedies as part of the com- 
mercial advertising campaign of Old 
Gold cigarettes. 

The award represents $8 per mu- 
sician for each performance, and 
$16 for the orchestra leader or con- 
tractor. 

The shows broadcast were Zieg- 
feld “Follies,” “Just Fancy,” “Con- 
necticut Yankee,” “A la Carte,” “My 
Princess,” “Happy,” “Funny Face,” 
“The Love Call,” “Chauve Souris” 
and “Rio Rita.” 


25 Questions Ruled 
Out on Schwab-Mandel 


In Joseph Van Nunes’ suit against 
Lawrence Schwab and Frank Man- 
del for an accounting, 25 of the 
most important of proposed 40 in- 
terrogatories were stricken out in 
an order to examine Frank Mandel 
before trial. Mandel need only tes- 
tify on minor points. 

Van Nunes, a stock broker who 
financed Schwab & Mandel, Inc., 
was to have had one-half of the 
corporation in exchange for a 
$25,000 investment at the time they 
Produced “The Firebrand” and 
“Captain Jinks.” Van Nunes only 
paid in $12,500, half of the stipulated 


@mount, and lost on the deal 
through “Jinks” losing money al- 
though “The Firebrand” was a 
winner. 


Van Nunes’ complaint is that he 
is entitled to a share of the profits 
in the later Schwab and Mandel en- 
terprises, “Queen High” and the 
“Desert Song,” also in the Ambas- 
sador theatre lease, which Schwab 
& Mandel, Inc., deny. 

The producing firm is now oper- 
ating as Schwab and Mandel, indi- 
viduals, and as such are producing 
under their joint names. 

O’Brien & Cassidy are acting for 
the eredecers. 


Yorkville Will Again 
Have All German Plays 


New York will again have a the- 
atre devoted to productions exclu- 
sively in German, aside from Max 
Reinhardt’s 


company, when the 
Yorkville reverts to its former 
Policy. Dramatic stock failed at 


the house, following burlesque. 
Andreas Flugman and Erni 
elian, musical director and leading 
lady of the company Rudolph Bach 
had at this house two seasons ago, 
®Sre making the German venture. 
They put on a number of Sunday 


evening performances in German at | 


the Longacre recently, the resultant 


gostoees prompting the full season 


| 
i 
| 
| 


B’WAY SHOWS, CANNED, 
$1 TOP SUBSTITUTE 


Talking Picture Reproductions 
—Paying for Rights—Expect 
to Materialize by March 








Broadway productions with the 
original casts will be shown in the 
smaller cities and towns throughout 
the country next year via talking 
pictures at 75 cents and $1 top, if, 
as reported, experiments with a 
new microphonic device have prov- 
en successful, 

It is reported by the producing 
organization that the plans are to 
make the first legitimate show in 
films by the end of March, 1928. 
The financial backers of the com- 
pany are reported to be a million- 
aire insurance man and the heads 
of a Wall Street banking and brok- 
erage firm. The talking picture 
producers plan to pay for film 
rights to legit shows on a percent- 
age or outright purchase basis 
only. 

While it is not expected that there 
will be any competition in bidding 
for legitimate attractions between 
film producers and talking film 
manufacturers, the latter field may 
turn out a new source of revenue 
for the producers of legit shows not 
found suitable for regular picture 
purposes but which would be ac- 
ceptable if presented on the screen 
exactly in the form of a legit show, 
with the original cast. 

The microphonic device, which it 
is claimed has been tested and 
found practical, makes it possible 
for the voice to come clearly from 
whatever part of the screen the 
speaker is shown to be, 
from the center of the stage as at 
present. In the exact picturization 
of a legit show this would be neces- 
sary for the success of the presen- 
tation. 


Kussell Wins Arbitration 
On “Very Well” Lapse 


By arbitration Daniel Kussell was 
awarded the full six months within 
which time to produce the musical 
version of “Sick Abed,” which Kus- 
sel] adapted under the title of “Very 
Well.” The arbitrators upheld 
Kussell’'s contention that the three 
summer months should not count 
as part of the elapsed period of his 
contract with Ethel Watts Mum- 
ford, who wrote the original farce. 
That provision is contained in the 





Dramtists’ Guild Minimum Basic 
agreement. 

Kussell rehearsed “Very Well” 
four weeks. During that time Sam 


Grisman, who was to have backed 
the show, backed out. Kussell has 
a letter in which Grisman promised 
to take care of the expenses in- 
curred. Included in that item is 
two weeks’ salary due the company 
under Equity rules. Kussell has 
not been able to locate Grisman. 
The show was temporarily with- 
drawn, with Mrs. Mumford claiming 


instead of | 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Three Muskateers” (Florenz 
Ziegfeld). 
“The Prisoner” (Province- 


town Playhouse). 
“Mongolia” (George H. Bren- 


nan). 

“The Immediate Jewel” (Car) 
Reed) 
Re, Free Soul” (William A. 
jrady) 


“GreenWich Village Follies” 
(Shuberts). 

“Lovey Dovey” (Shuberts). 

“The Patriot” (Gilbert Mil- 


ler). 

“Sweet Daddy” (Hassard 
Short). 

“Marco Millions” (Theatre 
Guild). 

“Rain or Shine” (Jones & 
Green). 

“Cock-Robin” (Guthrie Me- 
Clintick). 


“it Takes a Thief” (Bennett 
Productions). 








CALUMET STOCK CLOSES 


Cast of Eight Rejects $75 as Com- 
bined Salary—Collects on Bond 











Chicago, Dec. 20. 

The eight players in Cyril Clarke's 
Calumet stock company at th: 
umet Theatre, south side, refused to 
accept $75 offered as payment of 
their combined salaries for a week 
and disbanded Dec, 11 in the “red” 
plenty. Management claimed the 
sum was all it had when proferring 
the $75. This fell short of the regu- 
lar salary lHst by about $425. 

The cast was all-Equity and will 
collect on bond amounting to $1,000. 


In addition the members are report- 
ed preparing a claim for back sal- 
ary and salary for two weeks in lieu 
of notice, 


Cal- 


VARIETY 


49 





"AHEAD AND BACK _| THIRD EQUITY ARBITER 


Roche 


agent for “Five rol . "Girl. st 
ling Bernard Simon 
| Leon Friedman is agenting esry| 
Delmar's Revels. 
Michael Goldreyer is managing | 
“Happy,” Henry Myers doing the! 
| press work 
Karl N. Bernstein, publicity for 
“Funny Face” (Aarons & Freedley) 
| Burtor Davis, p. a. for Gene 
Buck's “Take the Air.” 
Don Brown handling New Play- 
wrights’ theatre in Greenwich Vil- 
lage 
Nathan Zatkin, p. a. for Civic Re- 


pertory theatre. 

arnol & Benedict handling pub- 
licity for Carl Reed's “Venus” and 
“Storm Centre” and Rosalie Stew- 
art's “Behold the Bridegroom.” 

Tom Bodkin, company 
tcr “Take the Air.” 

Eddie Mullen agenting “L’aiglon” 
with Joe Williams back. 

Sepha Day, agenting “La Gringo.” 

Ann Ayres succeeds Julia Chand- 
ler as general press representative 
for Richard Herndon. 

Arthur Kober, publicity for “The 


manager 


Celebrity,” Shumlin and Streger. 
| W. P. Dodge, Chicago manager, 
“Road to Rome” (Adelphi), is now 


in advance of the show, with D. J. 
Kelly back. 


CANCELLATION SUIT UP 


San Francisco, Dec. 20. 

Trial of Fred Giesea’s action of 
damages against Kolb & Dill, coast 
comedians, for alleged breach of 
contract, has been noted for Jan- 
uary. 

Giesea is seeking to recover $20,- 
000 damages, and expenses aggre- 
gatine $2,800, which he claims 
through being forced to cancel the 
Kolb & Dill “Queen High” show 
at Stockton in May of this year, 











| MUST NOW BE NEUTRAL 


“Mirrors” Case Bi Brings Change 
—No Interest to Have Vote 
Majority 


A changed arbitration method at 
Equity will hereafter be used, the 
arbitration board comprising an ar- 
bitrator for each ltigant and a dis- 
interested referee representing the 
American Arbitration Society. 

The change follows the recent ar- 
bitration on “Mirrors,” which was 
abandoned some months ago after 
having rehearsed nine days. Sam H. 
Harris, Albert Lewis and Hassard 


Short were the producers, The cast 
filed claim for a week's salary. The 
producers sent the issué to arbitra- 
tion upon claim that the show was 
abandoned because of inability to 
east it satisfactorily. 

The arbitration board comprised 
Ben Roeder, general manager for 
David Belasco, and Harry D. Kline, 
general manager for the Chanins, 
representing the managers, and Pe- 
dro De Cordoba, representing the 
actor claimants. Cordoba was for 
giving an award of a week's salary, 
but Roeder and Kline were agreed 
on one-half week, with the majority 
carrying. 

Although the arbitration board 
lacked a disinterested referee, the 
award stands, but Equity will see to 
it that a business man outside of 
show business will sit as referee on 
future arbitrations. 

“Mirrors” has since been recast 
and opens out of town next week. 
An eight weeks’ lapse after origi- 
nally abandoned left the producers 
free to assemble a new cast. 











Kussell’s right had expired. In 
asking for the return of her book 
the authoress demanded $10,000 
from Kussell. The award denied 


any such damages and ordered Mrs. 
Mumford to pay $25, the 
of holding the arbitration. 

The arbitrators were Henry Ittle- 
son, I. H. Herk and John VY. & 
Weaver. 


THEATRE’S 1ST THIS ‘SEASON 

Tony Sarg’s Marionettes will be 
presented Dec. 23-Jan. 2, at the 
Edyth Totten theatre. 


. ‘ 
It is the first booking the diminu- 


tive theatre has had this season. 





expenses | 





DUE TO EXPANSION 


NED WAYBURN 


Wishes to Engage, Immediately 


GENTLEMEN WHO CAN TEACH STAGE DANCING 


SPECIALISTS IN 


“Tap,” “Musical Comedy,” “Acrobatic,” “Ballet,” 
Exhibition Ball-Room 


ALSO WANT MORE 


Good Reliable Men Who Can Create and Arrange Strong 


Professional Routines 


CAN USE Al 


DANCE DIRECTORS who are qualified to rehearse AMA- 
TEUR SHOWS OR STAGERS for certain select social groups 


WA an T Ee D who have had experience in playing for 
Fi ANISTS dancing classes, day or evening schedules 


PERMANENT POSITIONS FOR THE RIGHT PEOPLE 


Write, phone or call (5 to 6 p. m.) 


NED WAYBURN 


Studios Of Stage Dancing 


1841 Broadway, at Columbus Circle. ( si on 60th Street.) Studio =a ‘War York 
Open all year ’round 9 A. M. to 10 P. M. Except Sundays (Closed Saturdays at 6 P. M.) Phone ©O}}23908 








Inc. 
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FRANK STERLIN 


__ Abe Lyman’s Protege with “HIT THE DECK,” Lurie Theatre, San Francisco, Now 


HELLO, 
ABE! 
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MORNING AFTER 





Los Angeles, Dec. 16. 
M. & S. Cor; presents Oliver Morosco’s 
musical comedy, The Morning After the 
Night Before,’’ in two acts and six scenes 
Book and lyrics by iiver Mor-sco, with | 
story based on original play by Jams 
Cullen, F Brown and Adelaile French 
Music by K M Curton At the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, Hellyweod, Cai., Friday, 
Dec. 16, $5 top. 
SOAP. .-cccccccccvess Kenneth M. Burton 
Parsom Nut..ceececcececees Herbert Corthe!l 
Mr, AShICY..c-ceeccecceceers Elmer Ballard 
Mre. Aghley..c.cccccscesecssecs Fan Bourke 
Ferdie Lamb....eseeserees Georgie Grandee 
Mary Asiiley....+..+. veoece Doris McMahon 
Sally Swift.....cceceeccerreceet 2Ima Fa'ey 
Walton Lamb......-seeeereess PI ierre White 
FY@MCes....ccccccccecscvereses Dorothy Day 
Hotel Clerk. ..-ese-seceeeees J. Albert King 
BRAIG. ccccccccccescccccscoseses Regina Puby 
BelDOY.. cocccccccveseceses William Dorval 
TOG, SOMENB se oo cc cedcesoeseses Percy Kdwin 
Oliver Morosco is back home 
again. His new location is six 
miles out, Instead of starting his 


second production career in down- 
town Los Angeles he has selected 
Hollywood as the scene of his fu- 
ture activities. In this town Oliver 
Morosco is a King Pin. He cannot 
be wrong. He produced plays here 
for years at the: Burbank and after- 
ward in the Morosco theatre. Dur- 
ing that time he had a lot of hits, 
all of which went east. He also 
discovered a lot of starring mate- 
rial. 

A Mr. and Mrs. James Sprecher 
are backing their come back pro- 


duction. They bankrolled him 
properly. Gave him a good pro- 
duction physically, and all of the 
people in the cast he called for. Be- 
sides some 15 principals and spe- 





cialists they provided 16 boy and 16 
girl choristers. They spent plenty 


| on wardrobe for them, 
as for the principals. 

The play 
reminiscent 
sical deals 


The story of the mu- 
with a romantic young 


couple who want to get married. | 
Father of boy says nix, because he 
is rich, and parents of girl say yes 
for the same reason. Couple of 
crooks are in the house and one 
of them in ministerial attire 


(Corthell) is drafted to perform the 
ceremony. This he does in satirical 
fashion. Kids make getaway. 
Sheriff comes along with the two 
crooks. The fake parson admits 
the wrong he has done and the 
parents of the girl get all excited. 


Search begins for kids. The 
honeymoon in hotel room {!s inter- 
rupted by various ruses, and finally 
a fire. The couple get out into the 
woods with destruction of hotel, 
and finally work back to girl's 
home. There everything is squared 
when a real parson comes along and 
makes things right. ; 


The dialogue is all hoked and 
gagged with thread of story picked 
up here and there, though at times 
plenty of author’s license is taken. 
Corthell seems to be hidden away 
in the role of the crook. 

Big burden of the proceedings is 
carried by Selma Paley (Mrs. Mo- 
rosco), who sings well, dances, too, 
even with one of those tango -sheiks, 
and leads most of the ensemble 
numbers. Her singing voice is only 
one in the feminine contingent of 
any strength. Georgie Grandee and 
Doris McMahon are a likable couple 
as the newlyweds. Burton as side 
kick of Corthell is one of the many 
others in the passing parade. 

Pierre White has the male song 
burden and leads the 16 boys in 
one harmonious and well-rendered 
number. Boys behind Miss Paley 
in another very sour. The girls did 














PLAYERS IN LEGITIMATE DIRECTORY 





FAY 


ADLER and BRADFORD 


Featured Dancers with 
“THE MERRY MALONES” 


Erlanger, New York 


FLO BROOKS 


as 
FRITZIE DEVERE 
in 
MANHATTAN MARY 
APOLLO, NEW YORK 





MISS 


BOBBIE TREMAINE 


Featured Dancer in 
“Just Fancy” 
Casino Theatre, New York 


CHAMBERLIN and HIMES 


“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES OF 1927” 
NEW AMSTERDAM, NEW YORK 





SARAH EDWARDS 


Character Contralto Comedienne 


“THE MERRY MALONES” 


—— 


Erlanger, New York 


FAIRCHILD and RAINGER} 


FEATURE PIANISTS 


Exclusive Victor and Ampico 
“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 
New Amsterdam, New York 


Direction LOUIS SHURR 








CECIL CLEO 


LEAN and MAYFIELD 


Starring in 
“ALLEZ-OOP” 


EN TOUR 





ELIZABETH MURRAY 


Featured With 
“SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK” 
Knickerbocker, New York 


JEANETTE MacDONALD 


FEATURED IN 
“THE STUDIO GIRL” 





HARRY 


McNAUGHTON 
“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEATRE 
. New York City 


Representative—Louis Shurr 


too, as well|by the wayside. 


is thin in texture and jas the colored bellhops, provided the 





“| « seem to be on their toes. They 
had plenty of dance opportunity, 
i but worked in ragged and listless 

| fashion. Had it not been for the 

|skillful orchestral direction of Lou 
Gottschalk they would have fallen 


Regina Ruby and William Dorval, 


| fast eccentric and acrobatic dance 
routine. The girl is a spry and 
alert youngster who can talk lines, 
too. 


Morosco has produced a great 
many plays in his day. All have 
not clicked. It is unlikely that this 
particular one will, but checking 
up on the loose strands and speed- 
ing up the cast, with possibly a 
few changes, might make this a 
relishable dish over the holiday 
period, as Morosco has a following 
here and they will want to see what 
the “Predigal Son” has brought 
back with him. 


Opening night audience was com- 

posed of old friends of the pro- 
ducer and group of picture people 
who at one time worked for him, 
as well as the stockholders in the 
theatre proposition, of whom there 
are about 150. 
“The Morning After’ is probably 
just a feeler for Morosco while he 
is waiting for some one to bring a 
good new one along for a real climb 
back toward his old position in the 
theatre here. Ung. 


SISTERS 


Hartford, Dec. 16. 
The Shuberts present a domestic comedy 
in three acts; written and staged by John 







Willard; Roberta Arnold featured; at Par- 
sons, Hartford, Dec. 8, 
Gwendolym .s.ccccesveseecs Roberta Arnold 
POC cccccesccesose e .Arthur Ayisworth 
Dick cecscccece . e+ss+-Roger Pryor 
ecece Irene Purcell 
LMSTT ccceusdés ee eooetee- Leeward Meeker 
Mary .cccse eocegece PT TTTTey Jane Seymour 
MaIOCOIER. ccccccccccecese ‘c. W. Van Voorhis 





pattern. It’s got a book with every 
comedy situation forced plus a silly 
story that has been utilized so many 
times it has whiskers, and they 
haven't even attempted to dress it 


up. Maid doubles for the mother, 
stolen baby, etc., etc. But, be that 
as it may—— 


Looks like the piece is going to 
get some money, but in getting it 
any musicals already established 
will not know of its arrival. 

Reasons for the money-getting 
are many. First is Royce’s job in 
pepping it up. He actually fools the 
customers with the tempo he’s set 
and the general gloss he has thrown 
over it all. Second is Rodgers’ 
score. Several hits are _ there, 


—== 
“SS predomi, 


are Y 
plugged for thew 


though a certain samene 
nates. Outstanding 
What I Need,” 
number; “Morning ig 
“A House in Soho,” and F 
“How Was I to Know ” — 
“Whoopsie.” Pretty g 
as Hg show. 
rd is the cast. Mis 
cupies a niche of her ote _ 
scheme of things—if you've me 
her once you've seen her. Seen 
though, a delightful relief and qd is, 
know how to plant a comedy point 
a she had some real materia] 
Next is Clifton Webb. 

beautifully, is the typical saa 
light comic, gets his laugh = 


8, 
(Continued on page 51) — 














Theatre 
W. 42a St. 


Pop. Mats. Wednesday & Saturday 2:15 


Ziegfeld Follies 
with Eddie Cantor 


Music & Lyrics by IRVING BERLIN 


NEW AMSTERDA 





THBATRE 
6th Ave. & 64th St. 


ZIEGFELD fev ase. & canst 


AMERICA’S PERFECT THEATRE 


RIO RITA 


MOVES TO LYRIC THEATRE, DEC. 26 





Act 1—Gwendolyn's flat in upper New 
York city. Act 2—Mary’s apartment on 
Park avenue, New York city. Act 3—Same 
as Act 1. 





The Shuberts call their newest 
play “Sisters,” a domestic comedy, 
but they might possibly bring it into 
Carnegie Hall as a debate on the 
subject: “Resolved: That it is more 
profitable to be a rich man’s mis- 
that’s the point argued and pre- 
taht’s the point argued and pre- 








CLEO PERGAIN 


PREMIERE DANSEUSE 
with 
GEORGE M. COHAN’S 
“MERRY MALONES” 





DOROTHY WHITMORE 


Prima Donna Comedienne 


“THE MERRY MALONES” 


Erlanger, New York 





MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 





POLLY WALKER 


as 
MOLLY MALONE 
in 
“THE MERRY MALONES” 
Erlanger’s. New York 


JACK WHITING 


Featured in 
“SHE’S MY BABY” 
NATIONAL, WASHINGTON 





NANCY WELFORD 


Starring in 
“TWINKLE, TWINKLE” 
PACIFIC COAST TOUR 


Direction BARBOUR and LURIE 
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sented as an evening’s entertain- 
ment. 


It can stand plenty of rehearsals 
before it arrives on Broadway, 
where the sisters may take their 
places with the fallen angels, Mary 
Dugan and other troubled women 
of the day. Throughout the play 
the battle rages back and forth, un- 
til at length the subject becomes 
tiresome only to be revived with a 
touch of comedy and the debaters 
are off anew on another point. 


The poverty-stricken wife of a 
shiftless husband yearns for a life 
of ease, no matter at what expense 
of respectability, and is determined 
that her younger sister shall never 
have to put up with the sufferings 
she has had to bear. A second sis- 
ter has a rich man friend who will 
not marry her, and resolves that the 
kid must live in respectability. 

The youngster returns from col- 
lege and has two boys after her, 
one a windy, fourflushing loafer and 
the other her ideal, a rich man with 
youth and looks but married. It 
seems he had been roped in by a 
gold digger while on a spree and, 
though she lives in Paris, refuses 
him a divorce. After the long argu- 
ment the girl resolves to live 
with her real love at his Adiron- | 
dacks lodge when, as they are about | 
to leave, they read in the paper 
that his wife has been killed and 
they may be legally married. 

Aside from the featured player, 
Roberta Arnold, as the poor man’s 
wife, there is no standout in the 
cast. Arthur Aylsworth as her hus- 
band and Roger Pryor the blow- 
hard work well together for all the 
comedy, while C. W. Van Voorhis 
and Jane Seymour as the rich boy 
and his gal are adequate. Leward 
Meeker doesn't show up very well 
as the married man with honorable 
intentions. 


cheap flat and the other a Park ave- 

nue apartment. 
“Sisters” stands a fair 
through the winter months. 
Roberts. 


, 
SHE’S MY BABY 
Washington, Dec. 18. 
Charles Dillingham presenta Beatrice 
Lillie in a new musical comedy Book by 
Guy Bolton, Bert Kalmar and Harry Rub 
Music by Rodgers; lyrics by 


chance 


Richard 


Lorenz Hart. Staged by Edward Royce 
First performances, National, Washington, 
week Dec, 12. 
Stage Manager........>. William McCa: 
Call BoOy..cccccccccssevvveses Betty Mur 
PlaMist..cccccccccccesccceces Margaret Hart | 
Dance Director..... TeTrTr rh Nick Long, Jt 
Pearl. .cccccsceccccssceccsveseses Pearl Eaton 
DAN. ccccsccesecece eccececese Joan Clement 
PRYINS. .cccccccsccccccgccossese Phyllis Ra 
Martin's Butler......... Harry Watson, Jr. 
{Evelyn Sayers 


The Nightingale Quartette.. | Loretta Sayers 
} Jessie Payne 


{Doreen Glover 











Here is another of those cut to 


! - | 
Settings amount to little, one a 





BELASCO Thea 44th St. Evgs. 8:30. 
Mats. A & Sat., 2:30. 
9TH MONTH 
VINCENT YOUMANS’ International Success 


HIT THE DECK 


with LOUISE GROODY 
KNICKERBOCKER #.."%y £ 38t, St 


Frianger 

Evgs. 8:15 Sharp. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:15 Sharp. 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM presents 
AMERICA’S GREATEST COMEDIENNE 


RAY DOOLEY 


in EDDIE DOWLING’S New Musical Comedy 


SIDEWALKS of NEW YORK 


Supported by 104 Musical Comedy Artists 


ERLANGER’S T:., W. 44 St. PEN 7963 


Dir. A. L. Erlanger 
Eves. 8:30. Matinees Wed, & Sat., 2:30 


THE GREATEST LAUGHING SONG 
AND DANCE SHOW-ON EARTH 


The MERRY MALONES 


with GEORGE M. COHAN 


and 150 DANCING COMEDIANS 
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FOS. ccccescecccsececcoceeescoss Ula Sharen 
POY... crcoccvceccsccceveseces Irene Dunne 
Bob Martin..cccessccccccssess Jack Whiting } 
EEE owe cee vos cbeneecee Peever Beatrice Lillie ! 
THE AWthOr. oo cocdccccdveveces Clifton Webb | 
Bailey & Barnum.......0+++-:: Themselves 
Mr. Hemingway..........,--- Frank Doan: 
A Policeman.......eses: William MeCarth 
The Nursemaid........ Geraldine Fitzgerald 


376 GOOD SEATS AT $1.10 





THE SHANNONS 


OF BROADWAY 


with JAMES and LUCILE GLEASON 


MARTIN BECK Theatre ‘un‘ire 


8th Ava. 
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed, and Sat., 2:30 





| VANDERBILT T*ea., W. 48th St. Evs. 


8:30 Mts W. &S., 2:30 

Lew Fields and Lyle D. Abtvows Present 

THE MUSICAL COMEDY SUPREME 
MARK TWAIN'S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 


FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 








124 W.43d St 


‘Henry Miller’s 3h 224,.400 s 


GEORGE M, COHAN Presents 


Grant Mitchell 


in The Laugh Sensation 


“The Baby Cyclone” 


EXTRA MATS. DEC. 26th and JAN. 2 


Evs. 
& Sat. 





ANEW 


GOLDEN 
: SUCCESS 
with Muni Wisenfrend 
By Dana Burnet and George Abbott 


John GOLDEN rh heatre, 58th 


8 :30, 


Broa on iy | 


Evgs. Mats. tn and Sat., 2:30 


~ JANE COWL 


“The Road to Rome” 
Playhouse ; pe wit Bawa, Bees 
Extra Holiday Mat. Xmas, Mon., Dec. 
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| 
JOHN . 


& Sat., 2.20 | 


A. L. ERLANGER presents 


FRANK CRAVEN 


in His New Comedy 


The 19th HOLE 


GEO. COHAN THEA., B'way, 43d St, 


Mats Wea. , Sat., 2:38, 
SPECIAL XMAS MAT. MON., DEC. 26th 
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“Blithely blood -curdling.” 
—Herald Tribune, 
L HORACE LIVERIGHT Presents 


New York’s Newest Shudder 


DRACULA 


FULTON THEA... West 46th st, 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2.30 

EXTRA MAT. XMAS & NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Thea., 47th St., W. of Bes, 

BILTMOR Eves. 8:30. Mats Wed. & Set 


‘*Lovely—Radiant—Glowing—Charming."’—Mirron 


Billie Burke 
in THE MARQUISE 


with ARTHUR BYRON and 
REGINALD OWEN 
SPEC. MATS. MON., DEC. 26 & MON 





.» JAN. 4 





The Theatre Guild Presents 


PORGY 


REPUBLIC Thea. W. 42d. Evs., 6:48 


Matinees Wed. and Sat 
Theatre Guild Acting Co. 
in Bernard Shaw's Comedy 


The Doctor’s Dilemma 
Thea., W. 62d. E , 
GUILD Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 
HAMMERSTEIN’S 7.7.4 
Tel. Paleenbus 8380 
EXTRA MATS. MON., DEC. 26 & MON., JAN. 2 
Arthur Hammerstein’s Music Drama 


“GOLDEN DAWN’ 


Presenting LOUISE HUNTER 


APITOL 


Broadway at Sist St 
Doors open at 11:45 4. M 


BEATRICE FAIRFAX’S 


“The LOVELORN” 


with SALLY O’NEIL 


An M-G-M Picture 





8:26 
2:20 





B’y & 53 St. Ev, 


Wed. & Sat, 








Comedy. 
On the Stage: 
Revue, 


‘“Snookums” in “A XMAS PARTY” 


“WINTER FROLICS,”’ a Snappy 
featuring The Capitolians—Chester Hale 
Girls—Capitel Grand Orchestra 


MARK 
STRAND 
DOROTHY 


MACKAILL and MULHALL 


RAZY 


A First National Picture 
Joseph Plaunkett’s Mark Strand Frolio 
MARK STRAND SYMPHONY pevses 
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47th St. 


WILLIAM FOX” 
presents the 


stotign Picture ~ SUNRISE 


a... Symphonic Movietone Accompaniment 
3y the Master 

Director F. W. MURNAU 
with GEORGE O'BRIEN & JANET GAYNOR 

HEAR and SEI 
MUSSOLINI—THE VATIC AN CHOIR 
on The Movietone, ant 
FOX MOVIETONE NEWSREEL 
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Times Square 7) tauy. '2 30 & 83% 
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ith Ave. and Under Personal Dire tion 
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|The Girl From Chicago” 


with CONRAD NAGEL & MYRNA Loy 
Excellent Surrounding Program of 
| susie, 
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BALLET and NOVELTIES 
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PLYMOUTH {3% S48 o§.8% St 
Week of Dec. 26th: 
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ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


URLESQUE 


A Comedy by George Manket 
Watters and Arthur Hopkins — 
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PLAYS ON BROADWA 








LOS ANGELES 


Comedy drama presented by George M 
Gohan at the Hudson Dec. 19; written by 
Max Marcin and Donald Ogden Stewart; 
gtaged by Sam Forrest. 












anfield....-cccscsccccses:s Jane Oaker 
Soon. a maid. .--Alison Skipworth 
Cynthia Nelson....-. ..-Martha Manners 
Ethel Grierson... --«.-Frances Dale 
Mr. Pirrand. .---+seerereess+es Jack LaRue 
Nita ..----+++++++* -Thelma Pritchard 
Mark G. Livermore......++.++--- Neil Pratt 
Joe Britt.....«++- +++-Frank Ford 
Miss Harrison... -Helen Vinson 
Eddie Trafford....sseeessses--/ Alan Brooks 


-..Mary Robinson 


amie Prentice. 
Fy --G. Davison Clark 


Lucius Towne... 


Hobart Towmne.....++-«-- Haro!d Vermil ea 
Pearl Wiley... oeseces Rosalie O'Reilly 
Tom Ellery....++-+++-.-W. W. Shuttleworth 
Butler ...-- sccseesccssesseses-Daniel Wolf 
Mr. Rosebud.......--«++. e-++-Louis Sorin 

“Los Angeles” is a story of 
flollywood, its suburb and the heart 
of the picture’ industry. Like 


gimilarly named “Broadway” and 
“Chicago,” it is along the lines of 
eomedy melodrama but unlike the 
letter two plays is without crook 
eharacters, police, detectives and so 
forth. 

The new play, first known as 
“Hollywood Party,” which another 

oducer was scheduled to present, 

produced by George M. Cohan. 
It is one of the few plays under his 
mame which he did not write or at 
least aid in revision. Max Marcin 
and Donald Ogden Stewart, a 
younger writer, did “Los Angeles.” 
Cohan busy with his other attrac- 
tions and his personal appearance 
nm “The Merry Malones” probably 
had little time to devote to it. That 
is one reason that the pace seemed 
too slow. 

The writing permitted 
stretches of quietude. The laughs 
were too few. But in direction, an 
old hand was noticed, none other 
than Sam Forrest, who for many 
years was stager for Cohan and 
Harris. Forrest had been going as 
he pleased when not long ago he 
met Cohan, who asked him to come 
into the office and hang up the hat. 
They didn’t intend plunging into 
active production but seem to be 
right in the middle of it. 

“Los Angeles” starts in the cos- 
metic room of a New York night 
club. There a pretty little gola 
digger, to whom all men are the 
same, gets an idea of going to 
Hollywood for some plucking. The 
maid at the club is supposed to be 
her aunt and Ethel Grierson is sup- 
Posed to be just out of a convent. 

The idea is to snare a picture 
star, since such people cannot 


LLL LLIA PE 
BEN HOLMES 


Featured in “Gay Paree” 
SECOND YEAR 
Merry Christmas 
Direction Mr. J. J. Shabert 


long 

















stand scandal any more so than the 


producers of their pictures. Ar- 
irived on the western gold coast 
Ethel steps into a situation. Eddie | 


Trafford, star comic with the Superb | 


Picture Co., has signed with the 
Rosebud company, the opposition. | 
Towne, of the Superb, had only 


Squared a scrape at the cost of five 
thousand to stave off a scandal in-| 
volving Eddie. Seems his sweet-| 
heart, Mamie Prentice, knifed an- 
other girl in jealous fit. 

Towne engages Ethel to be seen 
around with Eddie, figuring Mamie! 
would start something and he might 
recapture Eddie through another 
threatened scandal. In her guise of 
a sweet Innocent thing, Eddie pro- 
poses marriage and is accepted. She 
had never been tipped off about 
Eddie’s little lady friend, Jessie 
James. There is an off stage shoot- 
ing by Mamie. Towne’s son jumps 
in between and gets the bullet in 
the hand. 


Ethel sensing harm to Eddie weds 
the boy next morning and Eddie's 
dream of love is over. So is 
Towne’s plan to force the star back 
to his lot. ° 


Back to Broadway goes Ethel, 
but in the same night club comes 
Eddie, and it’s the happy ending, 
— though she figures it cannot 

e. 

The play makes the scandal mat- 
ter a serious thing. That is per- 
haps the reason why it is not more 
amusing. The play’s chances ap- 
pear to depend on whether an in- 
teresting semi-serious' story is 
enough to command box office sus- 
tenance. 

Frances Dale as the attractive 
Ethel gives a fine performance and 
Mary Robinson stood out as the 
vixenish Mamie. 

The best performance was by 
Alan Brooks as Eddie Trafford, the 
picture comic. He is the success- 
ful actor but not bocstful. Alison 
Skipworth and Jane Oaker as 
aunts both did well. Other princi- 
pals were G. Davidson Clark, Louis 
Sorin, Harold Vermilyea and Frank 
Ford. 

The setting picturing the ornate 
home of the picture star is best of 
a well scened play. They have ‘em 
that way out there and some even 
more garish. So it’s a laugh to 
those who know. 

Title and topic may carry “Los 
Angeles” along for a moderate run, 
but the chances are against Sat. 

ee. 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Thomas McQuillen has left Richie 
Russell Players, Schenectdy, N. Y. 
Replaced by Gordon Tuthill, Jr. 
Sumner Gard, comic, to be replaced 
by Grant Irwin. Gertrude Kearney 
new ingenue, in place of Mabel 
Byron. 


LEGITIMATE 





| PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 
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food, and there you are. There is 


ilso Jack Whiting, a peach of a 
juvenile 

For one sensational dance ,there 
is Nick Long, Jr., and how that 
boy did tie them up—they were | 
sh uting when he finished a new | 
routine, 

And, oh yes, Harry Watson, Jr., is 
there, too, struggling manfully to 
get something out of nothing and 
occasionally getting It. | 

Add to that a sightly chorus, ex- | 
cellently trained; eight of John | 
Tiller’'s girls; sensational dancing: | 
a female quartet that can’t singe 
but makes them think it can: Bailey 
and Barnum clicking as always, 


plus a new production, and there 
you have it. 
You might take a file of Variety 
and therein note dozens of other 
musicals with just that same line- 
up of ingredients, possibly different 
names, but the same in principle. 
But the Messrs. Bolton, Kaimar 
and Ruby should forevermore list 
Royce as their real pal—for ‘twould 
have been awful but for the di- | 
rector’s tricking of that book. 
in for a while, but never a smash 
Meakin. 


L’AIGLON 


Baltimore, Dec. 16. 
“L Aigion,”* translated by Lou!@®N. Par- 
ker from the French of Edmond Rostand 
Staged by John D. Williams and presented 
by Mr, Williams by arrangement with 
Charles Frohman, Inc., at the Auditorium 
theatre, Baltimore, Monday, December 12, 





1927. 

The Duke of Reichstadt....Michael Strange 
eee, + casecceaevucennens jeorge Marion 
Prince Metternich...... William Courtleigh 
The Emperor Francis........ Hubert Wilke 
Count Prokesch..... seoee-Richard Nicholls 
Baron Von Gents.........-Clifford Walker 
French Attache@.......ee+s: Edward Jerome 
The TatleP. cscccevese eeecveces Harold West 
Count Dietrichstein........ Perry Norman 
Raron Von Obenaus........ Douglas Garden 
Marshal Marmont............. Pierce Long 
eR PT Te David Sager 
Marquis of Bombéties..Benedict MacQuarri« 
Tiburtius de Loget........ Robert Farrell 
Lord Cowley......seeess e+-...-Paul Hanse!! 
Dr. Malfatti........ eseeess-Charies Peyton 
yeneral Hartmann......... Touls Edwards 
Captain Foresti......... Gordon McCracken 
Austrian Sergeant...........- John Hanley 
Montenegro......seceeee+--Antonio Salerno 
Maria Iouisa.......... coecse Effie Shannon 
Archduchess Sophia...... Catherine Proctor 
Theresa de Loget.........Madeline De!mar 
Countess Camerata......... Gertrude Davis 
Fanny Elssier...........+-Marjorie Barney 


Scarampl.....ccceccccccseseses+ va Benton 





Within a few bundred feet of the 
site of the stage on which it had 
its first American performance 27 
years ago, Edmond Rostand's poetic 
treatment of a pathetic historical 
character was revived with all the 
material splendor of Ziegfeld’s “Fol- 


brief, she is not an eaglet, 


' revival 








but a 
canary, and she frets in the gilded 
cage that is the Schonbrunn, and i 
iis hard to believe she ever dreams 
of the world beyond the | ce gar 
de Ss 

She” Is used advisedly, for Mis 
; Strange does not create the illusi 
of mas nity, even of a w 
;regal 1 sculinity. She is ever a: 
interesting literary lady lookin 
pretty pathetic and more than 
| little poetic in the becoming uni 
forms of an early nineteenth cen 
tnry Hapsburg court. Were the 
Rostand play built around — the 


Duchess of Angouleme Miss Strange | 


would be more happily cast, but the 
blood of the Cr can does not pulse 
im the veins of the Duc de Reich 


re j 
rsi 


| Stadt as she interprets him. 


This being so all 


vanishes, The poetry is 
there, and elaborate setting by Liv- 
ingston Platt, also the effective but 
obvious drama of the successor to 
Sardou in Bernhardt's repertoire 
For a full appreciation of “L'Aiglon’ 
even as interpreted by the Divine 
Sarah, one had to be a Frenchman 
whose grandfather fought in the 
Grande Armee, a republican cockadk« 
in one's hat, and seated in the The- 
atre Sarah Bernhardt on Bastile 
Day. Under any other conditions 
the poesy of the M. Rostand falls 
somewhat short. It fell a creat deal 
short at the Auditorium theatre on 
Monday night. 

John D. Williams has cast the 
play lavishly and staged it with the 
expertness that always character- 
izes his direction. William Court- 
leigh only approximates the oily, 
sinister Metternich. He conveys the 
austerity, the coldness, but not the 
cunning of the Austrian chancellor. 
George Marion revels in the fat part 
of Flembeau. In fact, he gambols 
too much and his interpretation is 
too colorful. 

The lesser roles are in many and 
capable hands. 


| 


VARIETY 51 
——_ —— ~ —— — =a 
“The Crimson Stain,” by George 
Broadhurst and Lillian Trimble 
Bradley, has been acquired f pro- 
ction by William Friedlander. 
The piece ts now being cast and 
es into rehearsai next week, with 
opening set for the Windsor, New 
| York, Feb. 6€ 
“A Free Soul,” (Willard Mack's), 
will supplant “The Road to Rome,” 
fat the Playhouse, New York, Jan. 
9, with the latter going on tour. 
William A. Brady is behind “A Free 
Soul,” with cast including Kay 
Johnson, Adelaide Prince, Jane 


reason for the | 


| 
| 








Houston, Ann Winston and others, 
George Cukor is staging 

“A Very Wise Virgin,” by Sam 
Janney, is being given a stock trial 
this week by the Little Theatre 
Guild of Nashville, Tenn. Janney 
will produce the piece for New York 
the latter part of next month. 


Littell on “Post” 


When John Anderson, 
critic of “The Evening Post,” New 
York, goes over to the “Evening 
Journal” week of Jan. 2, Robert 
Attell, on the editorial staff of the 
“New Republic,” a serious weekly, 
goes on the “Post” succeeding An- 
derson. 

Littell is new at daily dramatic 
criticism, but has written on the 
theatre for some time. 


YOVI LEAVES BELASCO 
Jose Yovi, for many years stage 
manager with David Belasco, is 
joining Arthur Edison itn a similar 
capacity. 


dramatto 











“RIO RITA” 
“MARY MALONE” 





lies.” 

In the scenes where Bernhardt 
revealed the Napoleonic princeling 
spreading his ambitious wings and 








Roland Young, Katherine Alexan- 
der, Gladys Hansen, Gyles Isham 
and Reginald Barlow for “The 





soaring momentarily in tragic flight, 
Michael Strange is given to flapping 
her wings aimlessly and striking 











Queen’s Husband.” 


poses. It is hard to believe. In 
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Apply in Person 


JENIE JACOBS 


and 


WILLIE EDELSTEN 


Room 411, 1674 Broadway, New York 


“GOOD NEWS” 
“BABY CYCLONE” 























“VARIETY” said: 


“Outstanding hit in this coast production wes 
Frank Mitchell and Jack Durant. 
San Francisco ‘regulars’ witnessed such a demon- 
stration as followed this outstanding feature.” 


The “HIT” of “HIT THE DECK” 


FRANK 


Playing “Bunny” 


NOW—FOURTH CAPACITY WEEK, LURIE THEATRE, SAN FRANCISCO 
SAN FRANCISCO “CHRONICLE” 


“Mitchell and Durant, a great team that made the 
bit of the show just before the final curtain. Their 
five minutes became nearly fifteen, go eager wage the 
crowd for more of their capers.” 


Not in years have 


JACK 


MITCHELL »» DURANT 


Playing ‘Matt’ 


SAN FRANISCO “EXAMINER” 


“Comedy team leads fun in Nautical treat. 
capsized the boat was a couple of gobs named Jack 
Durant and Frank Mitchell.” 


“PRODUCTIONS OR PICTURE HOUSES CAN’T GO WRONG WITH MITCHELL AND DURANT.”—“VARIETY” 


What 




















GARDINER HART 


NOW—JUVENILE, PACIFIC COAST CO., “HIT THE DECK”—LURIE, SAN FRANCISCO 


Formerly Pacific Coast Co. 


‘NO, NO, NANETTE’ 

















UDDY WATTLES 


“Leading Man” in West Coast Production, “HIT THE DECK,” Lurie Theatre, San Francisco, Now 
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Rs VARIETY 
(ATLANTIC COAST TO CHICAGO) 
By F. E. KENNY 
(Variety’s Correspondent at Mount Vernon, N. Y.) 
! 

Listened for about an hour to/timore, one of the few remaining bed | 
WBZ. Springfield, Mass., broadcast- | time story periods—and darn if it 
ing messages to people in the Arctic | wasnt good. 

Circle. They were intended for | 

people ranging from Northwest WHAZ. Troy, in with the Berk- 
Mounted police to clergymen aS} shire orchestra, which rates well 
well as men engaged.in different | enough. 

Hnes of business, mostly trappers. 


Of course the messages were all of 
Christmas cheer. Listening made 


one realize the vastness of radioP 
and that it isn't altogether a 
piaytoy. 
Chain Broadcasting 

This chain broadcasting thing 
certainly his its disadvantages. It 
is no wonder the folks in remote 
sections have complained to the 
Radio Commission relative to in- 


ability to get any distinct programs 
other than chain. It is hard also on 
the DX fan. 

For instance, in one night rammed 


into the WEAF chain at WHAS, 
Louisville, Ky., WSAI, Cincinnati, 
WFAA, Dallas, Texas, and WGY, 


Schenectady. At KMOX, St. Louis, 
picked up the Columbia chain and 
KDKA, the WJZ bill. 





WTIC, Hartford, Conn., had the 
American Legion band furnished by 
Stetson Shoe Company. 

WDRC, New Haven, was sending 
forth a corking bill, with announce- 
ments that “The University band 
would play—” and figured it to be 
Yale. Listened great until the an- 
nouncer finally revealed the station 
was presenting a phonograph 
program. 





Hawaiian trio clicked with some 
sprightly tunes at WBBM, Chicago. 

WLS, Chicago, had a stunt night 
for the benefit of the Christmas 
Fund. The idea was that Doc Cook 
and orchestra would play a request 
selection for each contribution to 
the fund. It swelled up during the 
night with each donor’s name given. 





A smashing good band holds forth 
fm the Gospel Tabernacle at Chi- 
cago, picked up via WJBT. It stands 
out as one of the best units heard 
on the air and snaps into it with 
plenty of vim. Even jazzed up 
“Brighten the Corner” a bit. Should 
be a drawing card to the Tabernacle. 


WCBD, Zion, Iil., had no trouble 
reaching through at 9.45, although 
WGBS, New York, was on only two 
points away. Zion offered Mrs. 
Dean, Mrs. Bird and Mrs. Fields in a 
hymn sing. 











WLIT, Philadelphia, presented 
two crack units in the Sylvania or- 
ehestra and the El Patio band, both 
dispensing tunes in pleasing fashion. 





Peeved somewhat at the lack on 
other stations, actually listened to 





WRVA, Richmond, Va., has an in- 
teresting period in a history of Old | 
Virginia, given by Dr. D. 8S. Free- 
man, under the auspices of the 
Richmond “News Leader.” J. H. 
Lawrence and band caught here 
came through okay. 





The Keith radio review at WEEI, 
Boston, booms Keith attractions 
playing the Bean City. 





The Hudson-Essex orchestra from 
WJAR, Providence, proved a good 
commercial broadcast, the plug not 
being overdone. 


Movie News Service 
From Coast for Radio 


Arthur Franklin, formerly general 
manager of Station WCGU, has 
started a company to handle movie 
news for radio dessemination. 
Franklin's plan is to send out a 
news telegram from Hollywood 
daily to stations contracting for the 
service. The velegram will provide 
enough movie news nightly for 
about five minutes. 

As the radio news bureau will de- 
rive its revenue from the stations 
and not the picture companies, 
Franklin expects to eliminate “pub- 
licity” and concentrate on legiti- 
mate news. 

United Artists for some time has 
been sending out material to vari- 
ous radio stations although not hav- 
ing any definite deal, Movie news 





| going to be held up pending a hear- 





has been broadcast in New York 
through hook-ups between stations 
and picture companies as WHN, 
Loew's; WJZ, First National and 
WOR, Universal. 


Hearst’s Radio Tie-Up 


The New York “American” is go- 
ing in strong for radio. The Hearst 
daily has arranged for 21 hours 
weekly over WHN and has pluced 
Frank “srson in charge. Carso2 
was editor of the Chicago “Exam- 
iner” Marguerite Hurter is in 
charge of programs, Not only the- 
atrical names are sought, but a 
number of private parties held in 
the homes of socially prominent 
people are listed for broadcasting by 








the Sandman Circle at WBAL, Bal- 


the “American.” 











ABE OLMAN, Prof. Manager - 


CHARLEY KALEY 


COLUMBIA RECORD STAR 
Stage Band Director, Alternating between Granada & Marbro Theatres, Chicago 
SAYS: 
“STOPPED SHOW WITH THIS GREAT BALLAD” 


“TOMORROW ” 


PUBLISHED BY 


FORSTER, MUSIC PUBLISHER, Inc. 


- 605 Woods Bidg., CHICAGO 


SENATOR SEEKS LIGHT 
ON RADIO FAVORITISM 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
Confirmation of the new members | 
of the Federal Radio Commission is | 


ing during which several senators, 
including C. C. Dill (D), of Wash- 
ington, are going to put questions 
as to the favored treatment accord- 
ed the big commercial stations. 

It is known that Senator Dill, 
who is responsible for the commis- 
sion’s existence, is not pleased with 
the manner in which these big sta- 
tions have hung on to the desired 
wave lengths. 

He also is going to delve into the 
manner in which the short waves 
have been handed out to these same 
commercial stations. These waves 
are admittedly the most sought 
after by the commercial broadcast- 
ers. The charge now being made 
is that one corporation has suc- 
ceeded in cornering no less than 16 
short waves. 

Senator Dill is reported to be in 
readiness to proceed with the hear- 
ing immediately after the recess. He 
wants to get this information, it is 
stated, prior to the hearings sched- 
uled before the commission on Jan. 
17 on short wave lengths. 








Radio re Understudy 


Agnes Davis, of Denver, and Wi!- 
bur W. Evans, of Philadelphia, the 
winners in their divisions in the At- 
water Kent Radio Audition compe- 
tition, were signed by Arthur Ham- 
merstein as understudies for his 
“Golden Dawn.” Miss Davis will 
understudy Louise Hunter, the star 
of the Hammerstein show, and 
Evang will be general male under- 
study. 

The 10 finalists in-the Atwater 
Kent Radio Audition broadcast via 


|S 
} 
} 
| 
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~  NBCSRATECARD 


With the two giant radio networks, Columbia and Nationa! Broad- 
casting systems in the field, their advertising rates for the “time 
air are informative. 

Columbia sells an hour on its chain of 16 stations for $5,000. This 
includes the show cost, Columbia contributing its corps of entertai ners 
for the bills. 

N. B. C. has issued detailed rate card as follows: 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING CoO., Ine. 
New York Chicago 
San Francisco 











” on the 


RATE CARD Sept. 1, 1927 


Issue 2 
1. General Broadcast Advertising 
A. Basic Rates for periods between 7:00 p. m. to 11:00 p. m. loca! time, 


Red Network (WEAF) Blue Network (WJZ) 
Available only as a Group Available only as a Group 


Charge Charge Charge 




















Charge Charge Charge 
Cities. per hr. per % hr. per \% hr. Cities. perhr. per % hr. per hr 
New York.... $600.00 $375.00 $231.38 New York..... $600 00 $375.00 $23: 38 
Boston ..sseces 250.00 156.25 97.66 Boston ....ese- 250.00 156.25 07.68 
Hartford ...... 120.00 75.00 46.88 Springfield .... 210.00 131.25 8°08 
Providence .... 120.00 75.00 46.88 Baltimore ..... 190.00 118.75 74.22 
Worcester .... 120.00 75.00 46.88 Rochester ..... 200.00 125.00 78.18 
Portland, Me.. 120.00 75.00 46.88 Pittsburgh .... 300.00 187.50 117.19 
Philadelphia .. 310.00 193.75 121.10 Detroit ...... - 3840.00 212.50 126.56 
Washington ... 190.00 118.75 74.22 Cincinnati .... 260.00 156.25 07.66 
Schenectady 190.00 118.75 74.22 Chicago ...... 460.00 287.50 179.69 
Buffalo ....00. 200.00 125.00 78.13 — — 
Pittsburgh .... 290.00 156. 25 97.66 Tota! for net- 
Cleveland ...+. 250.00 156.25 97.66 WOTK ...+-- 2,800.00 $1,750.00 $1,087.52 
DeGrolt .ccccce 240.00 212.50 126.56 
Cincinnath .... 250.00 156.25 97.66 
| Chicago ,.....- 46.00 287.50 179.69 
Total for net- 
WOrk ..00- $3,770.00 $2,356.25 $1,466.46 
Supplementary Cities Midwestern Group 
Charge Charge Charge Charge Charge Charge 
Na perhr. per % hr. per & hr. Cities. per hr. per % hr. per % hr. 
Louis...... $210.00 $131.25 $82.03 Davenport .... $190.00 $118.75 $74.22 
Minn. St. Paul 210.00 131.25 82.03 Des Moines.... 190.00 118.75 74.23 
Milwaukee .... 190.00 118.75 F625 Cemake .ncesce 190.00 118.75 74.22 
Selectivity available. Kansas City 190.00 118.75 74.22 
For use in conjunction with the Red or Okishoma City- 
Blue networks. -. Teles cccsecce 190.00 118.75 74.22 
Dalias-Ft. 
Worth cccoce 190.00 118.75 74.23 
Tot. for group.$1,140.00 $712.50 $445.32 


Available only as a group. 
For use in conjunction with the Red or 
Biue networks. 
Southern Group Pacific Coast Network 


Charge Charge Charge 








the WEAF network in the final 
competition. 


U. S. Policing Air 


Washington, Dec. 20. 
Though an avalanche of bills on 
radio was expected at the very off- 
set of the 70th session of Congress, 
not one such has yet been intro- 
duced. 

Only mention radio has had was 
the passage of the Deficiency Bill by 
both houses supplying the Federal 
Commission with some money to 
pay back funds borrowed from the 





Department of Commerce with 
which to function. 
This bill supplies considerable 


cash for the purchase of new equip- 
ment to police the air for wave 
jumpers. 





No Senate Broadcast 


Washington, Dec. 20. 

After an investigation extending 
over three years the Senate Com- 
mittee has reported against broad- 
casting the proceedings. 

Chief trouble was the cost. Next 
was the fact that a “mike” would 
have to be hung over the head of 
every senator. 

Senator Howell (R), Neb., report- 
ed that such an installation would 
cost above the $3,000,000 mark. 





NEW ST. PAUL STATION 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

St. Paul is to have a new radio 
Station, KSTP, to take the air with- 
in 60 days on 5,000 watts power 
which later may be increased to 
10,000 watts. The 6,000 watts al- 
ready had been authorized. The Na- 
tional Battery Co, will operate the 
Station, 

It now operates WAMD, a Minne- 
apolis station which recently 
burned down, using the sending 
equipment of KFOY, a St. Paul sta- 
tion, 











She’s the Cow's Moo 
Tulsa, Okla., Dec, 20. 





MARINO 


FOUR SEASONS - 

24 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS - 
22 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS - 
The Only Team Ever Held Over 


HELD OVER - 


PERMANENT ADDRESS—C 


“Those Sensational Character and Ballroom Dancers” 


° Featuring Their New Creation, “THE DEVIL DANCE” 


Creating a Panic 


Now Appearing at NIXON CAFE, PITTSBU RGH 
(Would Like to Hear From European Managers) 


and MONA 


- VILLA VENICE, Sureoe 
MOULIN ROUGE, CHICAGO 

- KIT KAT CLUB, CHICAGO 
at CASTLE FARM, CINCINNATI 


ADDISON HOTEL, DETROIT 


are of VARIETY, CHICAGO 











NOW HOTEL MUEHLEBACH 
THIRD CONSECUTIVE SEASON 





TED WEEMS 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


KANSAS OfTY, MO. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


The Oklahoma State Agricultural 
College, for no reason at all, has 
added its prize cow to the regular 
KVOO program. Nancy Jane, the 
cow, obliging moos twice or thrice 


into the mike, according to her 
spirit. 





Announcer Transferred 
? Washington, Dec. 20. 

John B. Daniel, chief announcer of 
WRC, has been transferred to Chi- 
cago for a seven weeks’ stay to an- 
nounce the broadcasts of the Chi- 
cago Opera Co. 

Norman Sweetser, of WJZ, ts sub- 
stituting for DanieL 





James Liebling, musician, 438 
West End avenue, New York, ad- 
mits he’s “broke,” in a voluntary 
bankruptey petition. Liabilities, 











$1,689; mo assets, 





Charge Charge Charge 
Cities. per hr. per % hr. per & hr. Cities. per hr. per % hr. per % hr. 
Louisville ..... $180.00 arte 2.50 a 31 San Francisco, $300.00 $187. 4 $117 19 
Nashville ..... 190.00 118.75 74.22 Los Angeles... 300.00 187.50 117.19 
Memphis ..... 196.00 118.75 74.22 Portland ..... - 150.00 93.75 58.60 
Atlanta ....... 190.00 118.75 74.22 Geattle ...cses. 200.00 125.00 78.13 
ae Spokane ....-. 150.00 93.75 58.60 
Tot. for group. 7 00 $468.75 $292.97 ; 
Charlotte ..... _— 75 74.22 Total for net- 
Available only bay a grou WOE sc ccoet $1,100.00 $687.50 $429.71 


For use in conjunction with the Red or 


Selectively available with San Francisco. 
Blue networks. 
for use with Southern 


Requires special program production in 


Charlotte optional; San Francisco studio, 


group. 

B. Basic Rates for periods other 
local time are one-half above rates. 

C. Discounts on Basic Rates for number of period under contract not 
to exceed one year duration: Less than 25, net; 25 to 49, 5 per cent; 
50 to 99, 15 per cent; 100 to 299, 20 per cent; 300 and over, 25 per cent. 

Il. Classification 
All acceptable accounts are subject to the same rates, 


lll. Commissions and Cash Discounts 
(a) Commissions to recognized advertising agencies on net charges 
for station time—15 per cent. 
(b) No commission on program charges. 
(c) No cash discounts—Bills due and payable on the 15th of month 
following service. 


than between 7:00 p. m.-11:00 p. m. 


1V. Program Structure 
(a) Services of Artist Bureau, Program Department and Announcers, 
in arranging and presenting programs are included without extra charge. 
(b) All programs are subject to the approval of the National Broad- 
casting Company. 
V. Other Requirements 
- (a) The closing date for general publicity and program service malled 
to publications is three weeks in advance of initial program. 
Vi. Miscellaneous 
(a) Lectures and educational talks are not accepted between 17:00 
p. m. and 11:00 p. m. except by special arrangement. 
(b) Additional special charges made for programs originating outside 
of the National Broadcasting Company studios. 




















Ome 


Golden Opportunity 


Two Roof Gardens in | 








FLORIDA 


Atop the Florida Theatre, Jacksonville, 
and the Florida Theatre, St. Petersburg, 
two of the finest theatres in the South, are 
located beautiful atmospheric open-air 
Roof Gardens, with Spanish pergolas and 
decorations of Spanish design surrounding 


the Dance Floor. 


Will be leased to responsible and experi- 
enced operators for high-class operation. 
Wonderful opportunity—only two of their 
kind in the country. 

For details apply to 


T. C. YOUNG M. C. HUGHES 
Paramount Building or Florida Theatre 


New York City St. Petersburg, Fla. 
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SL00M SHIFTED FOR 
HOUSE COPYRIGHT POST 


Theatre Champion ‘Promoted’ | 


Over His Protest in New 
Congress 





Washington, Dec. 20. 
Congressman Sol Bloom (D.) of 


New York has not been reassigned | 


Looked 
theatres 
with a 
through 
possibly 


to the Patents Committee. 
upon as representing the 
and copyright holders, 
greater knowledge, gained 
practical experience, than 


any other member of that commit- | 


tee, his removal has caused no end 
of comment and no little conste:na- 
tion here. 

That Congressman Bloom was de- 
nied the assignment over his protest 
is admitted. He was told that in 
placing him on the Foreign Affairs 
Committee he was being promoted. 
Bloom doesn’t think so, and though 
he made every effort to influence 
the caucus, the vote carried the new 
assignment and Mr. Bloom could do 
nothing. 

He states that his usefulhess in 
the interest of copyright legislation 
has not been impaired, and that he 
will still be able to appear before 
that group and protect the interests 
and publishers. However, he ad- 
mitted that he would not occupy 
the key position as during the last 
session, which enabled him to prac- 
tically conduct the hearings for 
those opposed to bills that might 
lesson the rights of the holders of 
copyrights. 


The new line-up of fhe Patents | 


Committee is as follows: 
Republicans -— Albert H. 
Ind., chairman; 


Vestal, 
Randolph Perkins, 
N. J.; Clarefice J. McLeod, Mich.; 
G. G. Goodwin, Minn.; Florian Lam- 
pert, Wis.; F. D. Letts, Iowa; H. L. 
Englebright, Calif., and R. G. Bush- 
ong, Penna. 

Of this majority group, C. J. Es- 
terly, Penna., and Knud Wefald, 
Minn., of the last session are not 
included, while the last three named 
above are new assignments this 
session. 

Democrats—Fritz G. Latham, 
Tex.; Wm. C. Hammer, N.C.; James 
B. Reed, Ark.; Mell G. Underwood, 
Ohio; Wm. C. Lankford, Ga.; Jeff 
Busby, Miss.; Allard H. Gasqve, 
8. C., and Wm. I. Sirovich, N. Y. 

In addition to Mr. Bloom, this 
omits from the minority Thomas §8. 
McMillan, 8S. C., while the new 
members consist of Lankford, Busby, 
Gasque and Sirovich, the latter suc- 
ceeding Mr. Bloom. 





Whiteman Going on 


4 Weeks of 1-Nighters 


Starting Dec. 26, Paul Whiteman 
and his orchestra will tour through 
Pennsylvania and Ohio dance terri- 
tory for four weeks. Whiteman 
opens in York, Pa., at $2,000 a night 
guarantee, against 70/30 on _ the 
gross, the standard arrangement for 
his dance engagement. 

Two weeks ago Whiteman grossed 
$11,500 in Michigan and Ohio one- 
nighters for five nights. 

Following the dance tour the 
Whitemanites return to Broadway 
at the Paramount, New York, on 
the second lap of their Publix tour 
which William Morris arranged. 


Band Boys Best Paid 


Hamilton, N. Y., Dec. 20. 
Collegians who had summer jobs 
in orchestras were the top money 
earners of the Colgate student body, 
& questionnaire survey by the uni- 
versity employment bureau showed. 
The musicians, along with the 
boys who rang the door bells for 
magazine soliciting, averaged $48 a 
week, while those who engaged in 
Manual labor (67 per cent of the 450 
employed students did m. 1.) aver- 
aged $28 and clerical workers $22.50. 
Other popular occupations were 
life guards, playground directors, 
councillors and dramatic instruct- 
ors at boys’ camps. Average earn- 
ings for the summer amounted to 

$212.85 and the total was $95,784. 








SUBSTITUTE BANDS 
Ernie Golden states he is leaving 
& Substitute orchestra behind at the 


Hotel McAlpin when he starts a few | 
in the picture houses. | 


weeks’ tour 
Goiden has been four years at the 


Fpot, hence the decision to take a 


little vacation on tour. Golden will! 


return after his theatrical bookings. 

Freddie Rich, who sails in Jan- 
uary for England, is also leaving a 
Sub-band behind at the Hotel Astor 


1927 
WARING’S MOVED UP 

Opening for K-A Jan 1—New 2- 
Year Contract With Victor 





| 


| 


Waring’s Pennsylvanian’s K-A 
contract has been set ahead a few | 
| weeks, opening the -band New 
| Year's Day at the Palace, Cleve- 
|} land, with the Albee, Brooklyn, and | 
| Keith's Boston preceding the Pal- | 
;} ace run at $4,000 a week. Charles 


| Morrison arranged the booking. 

| The band comes into the K-A 
Palace on Broadway Jan 30 at $2.20, 
after playing at 75 cents across the 


| street at the Strand (picture 
| house). 
| Waring signed a new two-year 
| contract with Victor prior to sail- 
ling for a brief Bermuda vacation | 
Dec. 15. 





TAYLOR’S GAGS FLOP 
WITH JUDGE; 5 DAYS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 

Jackie Taylor, of the Vince Rose- 
| Taylor orchestra at the Montmartre 
cafe, is a wow of .a fiddler, has a 
|great perSonality, but possesses a 
|} bad sense of comedy values. Taylor 
tried some of his cracks on Superior 
Court Judge Bowron and landed in 
the county jail for five days. It was 
all about alimony proceedings. 

Taylor, the husband of Vera 
Steadman, was brought before 
Judge Bowron to explain why he is 
$3,000 in arrears for alimony. Judge 
Bowron, who always insists that tha 
dignity of the court be upheld, in- 
quired of Taylor if he kept a budget. 
Taylor said, “What's a budget?”’, 
end then continued to kid the court 
by stating he had gotten some paint 
on: his coat in the Hall of Justice 
and that he might.have to devise a 
budget to get it off. Taylor laughed 
but was alone when the court re- 
marked, “Five days for contempt 
of court.” 

That pulled Jackie’s sails and his 
attorney, Phillip Cohen, came to the 
rescue. The latter requested that 
his client be allowed to leave the 
jail at noon and in the evening, 
in the custody of a sheriff, so that 
he could play at the cafe and earn 
the money to diminish the alimony 
due. The judge stated the plea was 
novel and might tend to make the 
ruling of the court a farce, but 
would agree to the suggestion if 
okay with Sheriff William Traeger. 
So during the five-day term Sheriff 
Bill took Taylor to the cafe twice 
daily and then brought him back 
to hjs official lodgings to sleep. 

Mrs. Taylor obtained a divorce 
from the musician in 1923 on 
charges of cruelty. They have a 
daughter. 








Fisher Out of Avalon 


Chicago, Dec. 13. 

Buddy Fisher will be out as con- 
ductor of the Avalon stage band 
when the Cooney Bros. fail, as ex- 
pected, to take up the option on a 
contract expiring Jan. 2. Salary 
difficulty is said to be the reason for 
Fisher’s release. The conductor is 
reported getting $500 weekly. 

Various odds between Fisher and 
the Cooneys’ since the Avalon 
opened about four months ago with 
Fisher as the original conductor 
have been generally known in Chi- 
cago show circles. At one time 
Fisher called on the musicians’ 
union to uphold the billing clause 
in his contract. In that instance the 
union warned the Cooneys that if 
their agrement was not carried out, 
bands in all Cooney theatres would 
be pulled. 

Fisher played at the Vanity Fair 
cafe in Chicago before going into 
the picture house. 








One Game Guy 
Minneapolis, Dec. 29. 
Forced by an injury to abandon 
| the violin and drop out of the Min- 
!neapolis Symphony Orchestra five 
lyears ago, Jean Koch has returned 
| to the organization as a tuba player. 
In February, 1922, Koch slipped 
on the ice and shattered his right 
lelbow, causing him to give up his 
| Sateved violin for the rest of his 
| life. He then started to master the 
| tuba, and has advanced so far in the 
art that he has been able to get 
back into the symphony orchestra. 





REISNER AT N. Y. STRAND 


Previous report that Carl Ed- 
ouarde will return to the Strand 
New York, as musical director is 
erroneous. 

Alois Reiser, assostant conductor 
lunder the Edouarde regime, 4as- 
i sumed baton duties over 


49 men 
last Saturday, upon Nathaniel Shil- 
- ¢ 


| kret’s departur om that house, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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)| DEMORNY QUITS SAVOY | WEIL MAY QUIT MUSIC 
Son Refused $250,000 | | BD gs. 
’ Ceases Booking Bands for Hotel— ' FOR iF STATE OFFICE 
> 
| 
To Give Up Career Three There by Jan. 1 
a London, Dec. 20. | 0 
It wasn't so long azo that Demorny ceases to act as book ne | Chicago, Dec. 20 
Werner Janssen, son of August manager for bands at the Savoy| ! ; possible that Milton Weil, one 
Janssen, the restaurateur, was hotel the end of this vear. but the | 0f ! oldest men in the music pub- 
not welcome in his father's Savoy Orphean orchestra will con field in Chicago, will retire 
lbrar - t “ants at ne . : , fr 
Holbrau restauran a one tinue there under the direction of | from the profession to devote all 
time being bodily ejected, and Reg Batten instead of Carroll Gib- | bis t to politics, Weil has been 
at others only tolerated when bons A claim to tft) Savoy Orp!l . ip! nted assistant mn sioner 
7 “ . " ‘ é ‘ ' ) reat . i. a) }? it’at l . . . - . ies us soe s sv . 
he (Werner) paid the checks title by Demort may involve lega} | on the Llinois com ‘ ‘ s 
This was a result of the mu- action , ‘ sion. which regulates state utilities 
sically-inclined Janssen's re- On the first of the vear there will | by Mayor Thompson 
fusal to accept $250,000 from be three new bands at the Savoy.| In the commerce commission post 
his og as sr pancaaaseg hg these are to be Elizalde and his | Weil will pass on applications from 
te 5 1is musical career. he mus composed of nine English and | elect: ic, gas, railway and bus com- 
ek er anssen Gummarises the three American musicians, including | panies and issue grants ranging 
boy as another musician whom Frankie Trombauer; Pasente and) from the right to operate to permits 
he could buy at $6 a man per } on , ye r tee wh sts ggse 
night : his tango unit, and Mischatto’s or for consolidations, the issuance of 
£nt. hestra tocks . wi 
: ch a. stocks and bonds and the fixing of 
Werner Janssen, who is now neces — rates obs 
associate conductor at the | Phe sob command a 
e uo anas a saiary 0 
Roxy and staff composer of | N - ; 
’ ; N, $5,000 per annum. 
the special atmospheric over- | e Themes these ¢ : ¢ 
. i oug ere s 10 n i 
tures has somewhat won his | IN t) Weil publishi > deme ~<a : 
| ic e , MISnINE ‘oO 4 i 
father back. | g 7 I : n a mpany dis 
banding, it is said Weil regards his 











office as too important to per- 
interference of other matters, 
friend of the Mayor 
and was an ardent campaigner at 
the last election. He is the author 
year |}of the Thompson 


+ 4 public 
Sales of 


Washington, Dee, 20 mit 
Posed as Donaldson, musical instruments | He 
| dropped during 
Took People for Coin | ported on by the Department of 


the 10 months re- 
Commerce for the 


is a close 


Chicago, Dec. 20. current campaign song, 


Posing as Walter Donaldson, | under the same period in 1926. |“Argerica First, Last and Always.” 
songwriter, Walter Harman, 35, | Total shipments from the fac- | Hts appointment was due to the 
gained the confidence, a modicum | torles to various points in the U. rejoining of relations between 
of affection and $195 of Hazel Sie- | > of cup mouthpiece and wood wind | Thompson and Gov. Small. Thomp- 


mers, 24, whom he met flirtatiously. | instruments along with saxophones | son was given six state positions to 
Harman worked fast. He bor- | @sclose a decline from $5,156,737 | fill by Gov, Small last week. The 
rowed $75 from Miss Siemers and from Jan. 1 through Oct. 31, 1926, | move is reported as sure sign the 
the $120 followed as an investment | *® $4,595,112 in the like 10 months | Mayor will support Small for a third 
in a new Donaldson song hit. : The | °f 1927. A drop of 10.9 percent. _ term. 
pseudo-Donaldson mentioned “My Subdividing these figures dis- The political office is not likely to 
Blue Heaven,” “A Shady Tree” and closes that the cup mouthpiece in- | affect Wall's presidency of the Chi- 
“Sing’ Me a Baby Song” among struments and the saxophones did | cago Comedy Club. , 
other actual Donaldson song hits as | ‘he Skidding, the first dropping 11.6 er ee 
his compositions, and Miss Siemers, | Percent and the latter 11.4 percent. 
much impressed, fell for it. Wood wind instruments being the 
In Lyons & Healy’s store, Har- }only class to hold up, an increase 
man was greeted as. Donaldson, the | being recorded there of 5.8 percent. 
girl later Jearning that Harman had Department officials declined to| York, last week with his own or- 
previously introduced himself as analyze the situation. chestra, 
such a week ago. , 


Concert Pianist’s Band 
Kennedy Freeman, concert pianist, 
opened at the Greystone Hotel, New 








INSIDE STUFF. - 


ON MUSIC 


~_—— 





Publishers Chasing 
College Show Music} 


Princeton’s Triangle Club is ques- 
tioning the advisibility of ceding 
the entire music publishing and re- 
cording rights for its annual pro- 
duction to the Church Company. 





“Biue Heaven's” 1,000,000 

The biggest song hit of the day, “Blue Heaven,” by Walter Donaldson 
Hitherto none of the melodies in | is outselling Donaldson's previous smash for Feist at the rate of 5-to-1 
the annual Princeton musicals have | for the corresponding periods of time. “Blue Heaven" is dubbed the 
been obtainable at popular sale. The “disease of the music business.” Contemporary music men, outside of 
undergraduate ciub, however, has the Feist organization, believe this song will go 1,000,000 copies, phenom. 
been making its own records in enal in these days of 400,000 to 600,000 copies for the biggest sellers. The 
limited quantities. | million copy hit went out of style with the Woolworth syndicate. 

Offers from musical publishing “Blue Heaven” is two years old in manuscript, antedating “Blue Skies” 
sources were received by the Prince- | (Irving Berlin's), despite the similarity in title. George Whiting 
tonians for last year’s production, | (Whiting and Burt) wrote the lyric and it was Whiting’s schoolday pal, 
It is expected that by the time the 











Tommy Lyman, who was instrumental] in resusticating the song. Lyman 
current show, “Napoleon Passes,” | Warbled the confidential lyric from manuscript for many months, thus 
has completed its tour, the Tri- — a demand for it. H. Emerson Yorke, of Brunswick, was also 
angle Club will be in a position to | among the first to recognize its hit potentialities with a recording last 
put the melodies on the market both | summer, long before the song really got “started,” 

for sheet and recording distribu- 
tion. 





There is talk of the biggest “name” in the orchestra business switch- 
ing recording affiliations to another company. This company will issue 
a special Blank Blank label of all the Blank Blank band’s recordings. 
Coast’ Leaders Changing . 


Whiteman Drops 34 Pounds 
Paul Whiteman; on a diet for four weeks, has reduced his weight 34 
pounds. Four weeks ago Paul weighed 289, now he is only 255, 
Paul simply cuts out a few certain foods, enjoys plenty of meat, but 
doesn't indulge after evening performances, 





Los Angeles, Dec, 20. 

Several switchings of stage band 
leaders in West Coast theatres loom 
with the coming new year. 

Rube Wolf, at the Metropolitan, 
goes to the Warfield, San Francisco, 
Jan. 14, with Eddie Peabody open- 
ing at Loew’s State here Jan. 13, 
coming from the Broadway, Ta- 
coma, 

Al Lyons from the Warfield, San 
Francisco, goes into the Met here, 
taking Wolf's place. 

The only house not changing is 
the Granada, San Francisco, where 
Frank Jenks has been m. of ec. for 
six months. 


Waller’s Alimony 


Thomas (“Fats”) Waller is once 


Moulin Rouge Still Dark 
Walter J. Salmon has the Moulin Rouge on his hands with no takers. 
Since a Chinese syndicate sought to reestablish the former Salvin cafe 
18 months ago, the basement has been empty. 
Salmon wants $20,000 a year the first year, $25,000 the second, $30,000 


the third, ete., for rental; also a $25,000 cash bond against any liquor 
violations, 


Early New Year’s Ballyhoos 
The night club boys are starting to broadcast those New Year's eve 
reservation invitations. Biz has been brutal and, like every season, it's 
a case of looking forward to the holiday eve for a little gravy. 
| The public seems earlier than usual in saving its coin for Xmas and 
| the nite clubs are the first sufferers. 





Fox Under Own Name Abroad 
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more on his word that he will pay| 54m Fox Publishing Co., is probably the first music firm to maintain 
his wife, Edith Waller, $35 weekly. ; its own offices under its own name in foreign capitals. All other pub- 
Waller and his wife came to the | lishing houses are affiliated with European companies. 


breaking point when she went to} Fox has offices in London, Paris, Berlin and Melbourne 
court and charged him with aban- | cay ; * 
donment and non-support. | Varsity, film house in Evanston, a suburb of Chicago, is paying four 


Judge Cohn, in the Bronx County musicians $160 a week each without actually employing them. Ac- 





court, originally instructed the or- cording to the musicians’ union rules, the house comes under the four- 
ganist to pay Mrs. Waller $30 man minimum classification. Clyde Elliott, operator of the Varsity, 
weekly. But he was remiss and was | claims he would like to use eight men but cannot afford to, so believes 
again. taken to court. This tet an crganist more proficient than a small band. Therefore the house 
the ante was raised. Waller was! #8 running without the musical quartet, though paying for one. 
arraigned before Judge Cohn and| reat ee “i 
given a brief jail sentence and| Romancin’ Again 
fined $1,000. | Bob Rice and Helen Henderson, divorced, are understood romancing 
The sentence was held up when| #64/n. Rice is the banjoist with George Olsen's orchestra in “Good 
ithe court put Waller on probation News’ who was the third party to the triangle involving Mi: Hiender- 
oath to keep the $35 going regu- | °°! and the 50-year-old Aaron Benesch, whom she married in Baltimore 
jlarly to Mrs. Waller. d left within a couple of months 
— _ ~ Rice nd M Henderson married when both were tn the Ziegfeld 
‘Tol 
PAUL ASH BACK , 
Paul Ash docks this (Wedn: Kahn Still Records 
*imorning on the “Leviathar n New Despite specially built airplanes and a new pilet’s license, Roger Wolfe 
York after a seven weeks’ vacation Kahn hast wholly abandoned band bug The mi naire maestro ts 
in Europe, Ash will fly to Ch ue still an exelusive Victor recording arti and his erstwhile all-star or- 
in order to appear at a Friday : chestra, seattered throughout the metropolis with other band units, is 
|Xmas benefit show , intermittent! ssembita by Kahn for s recordings for Victor 
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JARDIN ROYAL 


(NEW YORK) 

New York, Dec. T. 
and 48th 
that was successively a class 


The 
corner, 


Broadway street 


broadcasting, across the street. 
Like Rolfe, Carr will be on four or 
five times weekly. 

Cc. M. Joe’s restaurant showman- 
iship, if one might call it that, is 


|evidenced on the catering staff. The 


waiters seemed to have been selected 


night club (Rector’s), the Cinderella | for their responsiveness, personality 


dance hall, Paul Whiteman’s Club | 


and the New Yorker, its most re- 
cent flop venture, finally has a win- 
ner. It took a Chinese restaurant 
syndicate to turn the trick. 

With the opening of the room the 
M. T. Chin interests have finally 
accomplished what was believed the 
impossible—an atmosphere of 
warmth and life which could never 
be reached in view o/ the capacity. 
Place now seats 900. 

The Jardin Royal is unique in 
Chinese restaurants, in that the 
leasehold specifically prohibits any 
mention of Chinese in advertising, 
billing or exploitation, although 
Chinese menu, management and 
staff are permitted. Mence the 
trend, as with the Palais d'Or, 
toward the French billing in title 
and suggestion. 

Palais d’Or, on the opposite side 
of the same corner, has been a win- 
ner among Chinese-American res- 
taurant enterprises, and is not lim- 
ited to any style of publicity. The 
Valais d@’Or has a lesser capacity 
than the Jardin Royal 

With the opening of the Jardin 
Royal, the Chin syndicate took over 
some of the Palais d’Or’s catering 
staff, including C. M. Joe, the ex- 
pert headwaiter and general facto- 
tum. Joe is a unique attraction 
among door grecters. 

The rival restaurant's reported 
bitterness has been somewhat soft- 
ened, there being a friendlier spirit 
in existence. Whether the tong 
phase, as reported, figured or not, 
the new restaurant issued invita- 
tions to its established competitor as 
a gesture of friendliness, although a 
prepossessing bodyguard was én the 
door. 

Jardin Royal, like most of the 
Chinese-American vestaurants, will 
be a cinch click, They have a happy 
faculty of catching on pronto. The 
J. R. seems more assured of it, of- 
fering Jimmy Carr and his orches- 
tra as the premiere.attraction, with 
a Ted Reily revue, quite an elabo- 
rate floor show ‘or a Chinese restau- 
rant, also featured. Carr is hooked 
up with WOR and the network, and 
the radio will be enlisted in the same 
@annels as B. A. Rolfe’s WEAF 


and intelligence. The linguistic 
handicaps of most Chinese waiters 
is too well known for comment, Joe 
overcoming that successfully. The 
boys must have been ordered to 
consult a manicurist also for the 
premiere, apparently. Their natty 
outfitting is another asset. Details 
like this will count strongly and 
favorably. 

The Reily revue includes eight 
choristers; Castle and Mays, tenor 
and soprano balladists; Sven Dahl. 
tenor; Jack Lewis, comedian, doing 
an unannouncd Ted Lewis in 
spots; Kentucky Twins. The Carr 
band, besides Carr as the master of 
ceremonies, features Dick Barton, 
tenor-violinist, with Barton, Sam 
Seese and Val Harold, comprising a 
vocal trio. 

The Jardin Royal should click. 
No couvert, the same table d’hote 
dinners and club luncheons, are the 
menu features. Large capacity and 
low tolls, the secret. Abel. 


ROSE DANCELAND 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Dec. 8. 
Rose Danceland is the wooziest of 
creep joints and does not rate clas- 
sification or identification with a 


night club, excepting that it might 
serve as an appetizer for an excur- 
sion in’ the Harlem joints. Rose 
Danceland is situated on 125th 
street and 7th avenue, on the Al- 
hambra theatre corner, two flights 
up, one flight more than they are 
willing to climb up generally. Sit- 
uated on the spade-ofay deadline, 
the place compromises by catering 
to whites with a colored band dis- 
pensing. 

It was the dark jazzists that 
prompted the visit on the “rave” of 
an enthusiast that the best colored 
dance band in New York was hiding 
its light behind the prosaic bushel 
of a common dance hall. The rave 
was not particularly over-rated, as 
it developed. 

Chick Webb and his Harlem 
Stumpers fire the aggregation, 11 
men, playing colored man’s jazz 
faz iz. It’s the Caucasian element 
that knows its jazz az iz that has 
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| IRVING AARONSON || 





And HIS COMMANDERS 
Exclusively Victor 
Care Variety, New York 


(TOMMY CHRISTIAN | 
And His Orchestra 


Dir. Arthur Sptzzi Agency, Ine. 
1560 Broadway, New York 














VINCENT LOPEZ | 
And His ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


CASA LOPEZ 
B’way & 50th St., New York City 


GEORGE McMURPHEY | 


and his 
KOLLEGE KNIGHTS 
(Reg.) 
McDonald Theatre 


University of Oregon—Eugene 











Campa Shoppe 





BARNEY RAPP | 


AND HIS 
Palm Beach Orchestra 


Permanent Address: 
RAPP’S ARCADIA, New Haven, Conn. 
Conn Instruments Dir. MAX HART 


| CHARLEY STRAIGHT | 


AND HIS 
Brunswick Recording Orchestra 
Back Home Again 
RENDEZVOUS CAFE 
Chicago 




















FROM DETROIT 
JEAN GOLDKET TE: 
Orchestras 


VICTOR RECORDS 


Woodward and Eliot 
DETROIT 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HiS ORCHESTRA 


NOW EN TOUR 
THROUGH PENNSYLVANIA 








Office: 








Permanent Address: 
CHARLES SHRIBMAN, Manager, 
SALEM, MASS, 


‘GEORGE OLSEN | 
AND HIS MUSIG 


“GOOD NEWS” 


CHANIN’S 46TH STREET THEATRE 
NEW YORK CITY 


Nightly at CLUB RICHMAN 
137 West 56th Street, New York City 


| B. A. ROLFE | 


AND HIS PALAIS D'OR ORCHESTRA 
WEAF ARTISTS 


Edison Records 
ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 


1600 Broac'way, New York City 
Phone Penn, 3580 














[PAUL WHITEMAN, 


And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 


Dance Tour 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 
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Net Cut Six Ways 








One of if not the most profit- 
able of all nite clubs in New 
York at the present time is 
reported split six ways. 

The profit divided among six 
people. 

In percentages interests are 
held as low as five per cent. 
= 








— 





converted an impossible loft into a 
heavy money-maker. 

Shrewd exploitation could make 
this place a rubber-neck stop-off 
and a smart tourist's novelty. For 
one thing, the schedule of dancing 
on week-ends from 2:30 p. m. until 
3 a. m. is unusual in itself since 
dance halls call it a night at 1 in 
the a. m. 

The Rose Danceland has the tariff 
dance idea of a dozen crawls for a 
dollar, with a young army of 
“Rostesses” on hand to entertain the 
visiting fleet. 

The ultra type of jazz that Webb 
purveys is just too bad. What a 
smart room of sizeable accommoda- 
tions, catering to collegiates, could 
do with Webb! He'd have the kids 
hungry for his conceptions of the 
standard blues or even such indigo 


didoes like the ‘“Rhapsodie in 
Blue” blued like Gershwin never 
dreamed of. Abel. 


LITTLE CLUB 


(NEW ORLEANS) 
New Orleans, Dec. 20. 

Tops them all, near and far, on 
this side and the other, does this 
newest of Tony Denapolis’ night 
club. Tony is the local millionaire 
bookmaker whose hobby is “host- 
ing” for the night lifers. He takes 
it on the chin from Monday to Fri- 
day inclusive and catches a few 
honest pennies on Saturday and 
Sunday. Just how he hopes to 
break with this one considering the 
early week loss only he, can figure. 
What a pot of money he slipped into 
this nlant! It’s four times the size 
of the average sucker salon and 
twice that of the largest around 
Lroadway. 

Entrance is through a built-in 
courtyard with brick walls and 
wrought iron gates. Then a foyer 
that leads to an elevated platform, 
after which there is a stairway de- 
scent down into a waiting room. 
Being properly “pegged” and cs- 
sayed, one glides further toward the 
main entrance and into the cabaret 
proper that holds hundreds of crys- 
tal chandeliers and several thousand 
yards of silk and satin drapes. The 
Little spells class but does not reek 
of it. There’s an air of quietude 
that appeals to those who appre- 
ciate such an environment. 

The opening show is terrible. 
Evan Burrowes Fontaine, a pepless 
floor mistress, two feminine ballad- 
ists and the orchestra. Fontaine is 
getting the big dough. Plenty. And 
they’re wondering who she is? 
Denapolis must keep her for eight 
weeks, though. It says so right in 
her contract. Around.two she strips 
down to a wild hula. But this burg 
is so much wilder than a hula no- 
body seems to cares The two bal- 
ladists get sticky in the wee weep- 
ful hours and as one departs only 
the crack orchestra is remembered. 
Tony’s gonna have a new show after 
New Year's. He-needs it. Ah, but 
what a night club! Samuel. 


CLUB INTIME 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Dec. 16. 

Ben Bernie now holds forth at 159 
West 49th street, the former George 
Olsen club, rechristened the Club 
Intime. It is the upstairs room of 
Peter's Blue Hour and an open door 
policy is now on. 

Bernie is doubling from the Hotel 
Roosevelt, coming along after mid- 
night, with his brother, Dave, han- 
dling the dance music, and Herman 
Bernie the patrons. 

The Bernie opening was a notable 
event. But since openings are open- 
ings and the rest of the nights the 
real thing, one must wait for things 
to happen. 

Opening a nite club is so precari- 
ous a proposition these days that 
one commands respect for foolhardi- 
ness in the undertaking. 

Bernie had an assortment of spe- 
cialists, a host of volunteer talent 
for, and everybody had a head- 
ache from the premiere excitement. 
After it returns to normalcy, Bernie 
will best know whether a perfect 
intimate room, a nice dance band, a 
good personality as the attraction 
and everything combined mean any- 
thing for couvert purposes. Abel. 


N. T. G. DECLARES 
In a $394.60 suit by Hepner'’s 
Companies against the Silver Slip- 
per Corp., and Nils T. Granlund, 
the latter has interposed a defense 
through Kendler & Goldstein that 
he is net affiliated with the Slipper 
eafe and is not responsible. N. 
G. staged the revue but is not a 
member of the management. 
Hepner’s rented a wig at $10 a 
week to the Silver Slipper and has 
not collected for 39 weeks. 
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tion. 


tel Sherman). 


de Paris 
counterpart of the Ambassadeurs 
of Paris when Lew Leslie opens that 
Leslie is installing 
the Plantation orchestra which was 
with “Blackbirds” revue in London 
as the dance feature, including U. S. 
husband of the 
Florence Mills, as one of its fea- 
tured members. 


room Dec. 29. 


Thompson, 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 
Isham Jones will return to the 


Rainbow Gardens on New Year's 
eve and remain as the band attrac- 
It was at the same north side 
eafe that Isham first crashed the 
select orchestral circle about seven 
years ago. 


Edgar Benson office handled the 


booking. 


Another Benson 


placement is that 


of Roy Bargy with Maurie Sher- 
man’s band at the College Inn (Ho- 
Hecceforth this out- 
fit will be known as the College Inn 
All-Star orchestra, 
and Bargy sharing billing. 


with Sherman 





LESLIE’S COLORED SHOW 


Roger Wolfe Kahn's Le Perroquet 


A colored floor 


WATSON’S 


becomes 


an American 


late 


show of 20 will 


comprise the entertainment. Sam- 
uel Tauber is angeling Leslie. 





3D YEAR 


Detroit, Dec. 20. 
Monk Watson and orchestra has 


been signed for another year by the 
Grand Riviera theatre. 
the third consecutive yearly con- 
tract issued to Watson by the house. 


it will be 


K-A Band Carnival 


A prolific penceling in of orches. 
tra dates for eastern K-A houses 
has just been completed by Her. 
mine Shone. What has been desig. 
nated as a “winter carnival” hy, the 
K-A offices is that of different 
bands now under placement in the 
New York offices. 

The list mainly comprises bands 
that have recorded and _ includes 
Waring’s, Don Bestor’s outfit, Coon 
Sanders, Lombard!’s Canadians 
Ray Miller, Thelma Terry and Play 
Boys, Egyptian Serenaders, Zez 
Confrey, Charlie Dornberger and 


Wednesday, December 21, 1997 
Jones Back to Rainbow 





Jack Crawford, 





ald and Keene, 


m. c. 


Orchestra will 
music. 


Al Lewis and his Miami 


HEALY REVUE AT A. ¢. 

Atlantic City, Dec. 20. 

When Miss Babbette’s Golden re. 
opens here Xmas eve, a Dan Healy 
revue will be the feature with a 
cast including Edna Howard, Isa- 
belle Graham, Lee Byrnes, McDon- 
Shirley La Mon, 
Betty Clarke and Jack White, from 
the Frivolity Club, New York, as 





Casino, 
season. 
Jack Kreindl, 





group. 


Olsen Unit for Havana 
Eddie Kilfeather is 
George Olsen band unit to 
Havana, for 


Olsen's businegs 
representative, is accompanying the 


Club 
supply the dance 





taking a 
the 
the winter 




















CABARET BILLS 


NEW 


YORK 





Casa Lopez 
Vincent Lopez Or 
Jack Osterman 
Con Conrad Rev 
Jay Velie 
Milton Berle 
Muriel Stryker 
Andre & Del Vai 


Chez Florence 


Florence 
Sneeze & Palmer 
Florence’s Orch 


Chee Helen Morgan 


Yvette Rugel 
Arthur Gordoni 
Bobbe Arnst 
Jerry Friedman Or 


Club Barney 
Hale Byers’ Orch 

Club Lido 
Moss & Fontana 
Meyer Davie Orch 

Club Mimic 
Eddie Davis 
Arthur Franklin 


Connie’s inn 


Leonard Marper R 


Allie Ross R¢ 


Cotton Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
Aida Ward 
Edith Wilson 


Club Monterey 
Jack Edwards 
Jerry Osborne 
Alyce Radnor 
Mell Fis 
Madelyn White 
Mailee Allis 
Eileen Dee Cee 
Montereynians 
Billy Lustig Or 


Clab Richman 
Gee Olsen Orch 
Mort Downey 
Juliette Johnson 
Geo Murpny 


Everglades 
Bunny Weldon Rev 
Calvert Shayne &M 
Rhona Lioyd 
Mary Titus 
Ruth Hamilton 
G & C Worth 
Georgie Taps . 
Charlotte Ayers 
Eleanor Terry 
Sylvanians 


54th St. Chub 
Benny Davis 
Eddie Cox 
Fuzzy Knight 
Ethel Norris 
Eddie Chester 
Jack Carroll Or 


Frivolity 
N TG Rev 
Molly Doherty 
Vee Carroll 





Hotel Ambassador| 
Grace Hill 

Geo Marshall 

Van der Zanden Or 


Hotel Astor 
Freddie Rich Or 


Hotel Biltmore 
Madl’ne Northway 
Geo Chiles 


B Cummins Or 


Hotel Manger 
Irwin Abrams Or 


Jardin Royal 


Jimmy Carr Orch 
Ted Reily Rev 


Knickerbocker Grill 
Sylvia Hanley 
Trfxie Hicks 
Peggy Hart 

Grace Ashley 

Bert Kauff Orch 


Little Club 


Grace Hayes 

Mrs P’k Benjamin 
Embassy 3 

‘Billie West 

Grace Brinkley 
Velie & Stewart 
Dorothy Deeder 
Joey Chance Or 








MecAlpin Hote! 
Ernis Golden Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 


Will Oakland 
Landau’s Bd 


Palais D’Or 
B A Rolfe Bd 
Rolfe’s Rev 


Park Centr’l Hotel 
Cass Hagan Or 


Parody Club 
Jimmie Durante 
Lou Clayton 
Eddte Jackson 
Parody Rev 
Durante’s Orch 


Pennsylvania Hotel 
Johnny Johnson Or 


Salen Royal 
Tommy Lyman 
Geo Whiting 
Jacques Green Or 


Silver Slipper 
Van & Schenck 
Dan Healy Rev 
Dolores Farris 
Beth Challis 
Don & Mae 
Vercelli Sis 
Tom Gott Or 


Strand Root 








Jimmy Ferguson Hotsy-Totsy Mirador = aealrag oe Rev 

Leonard Ruffin Pete Woolery Eleanor Ambrose = 

Mae — Jack White Chas Sabin Ten Fast 60th 

Berry Bros Harriett Marned M & B Johnston Zolnay 

Henri & La Perl | joan Murray Ernie Heitz Or ese ye tein , 

Duke Ellington Or|)7om Timothy Bd sale ale Larry Siry Or 

Club Ebon Hofbrua . 

Gaereh Show Floor Show Dario & Irene Waldorf-Astoria 

Ebony Bd Frank Cornwell Or' Emil Coleman Bd | Meyer Davis Or 
Alabam Davis Hotel Mignon Stevens Margie White 


Dorothy Dale 
Dan Bianko 
Calhoun Hawalians 
Dale Dyer 

Lew King 
Beatrice Harpster 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie South Bd 


Alamo 
H & L Swan 
Le Fevres 
Lowell Gordon 
Lester & Clarke 
Henri Gendron Bd 


Ansonia 
Marie Sternfoil 
Al & Pete 
Madelon McKenzie 
George McQueen 
Hazel Verges 
Grace Johnston 
Al & Pete 
Carlos & Louise 
Bill Kranz Ba 


Bonnie Adair 

Frank Libuse 

Gypsy Lenore 

Lischeron & H 

Al Handler Bd 
Frolic+ 

Roy Mack Rev 

Jack Waldron 

Babe Kane 

J & M Jennings 

Rich & Snyder 

Eddie Mathews 

Julia Gerity 

Ralph Williams Bé 

Golden Pumpkin 

Banks Sisters 

Russell! & Durkin 

Gene Gill 

Jean Gage 

Henrie Gendron Bd 


Katinka 
Buddy Whelen 
Clareice Catlett 
Rose Marie 
Lindsay-King & Bd 





Charlie Schultz 
Barry Clay Ba 
Lindo Inn 
Babe Archer 
Mile Simone 
Rose Taylor 
Flo Kennedy 
Eleanor Hayes 
Grace LaFrance 
Phil Friedlander 
Fred Burke Band 
Mirador 
Harry Glynn 
Sylvia DeVtre 
Helen Burke 
Collie Villani 
Lee Wiley 
Frank quartell Bd 
Parudy Clab 
Roy Mack Rev 
Margie Ryan 
Frances Allyse 
Phil Murphy 
Zita & Howard 
Harry Harris 








Jean Geddes 

Ed Capps 

Malenoff & Grey 

Chas Straight Bd 
Rainbo Gardens 

Jean Zafara 

Dell Coon Bd 

Tripoli 3 

Lee Evans 

Ernestine Caru 

Betty Sterbeng 

Sam Haase Bd 

Samovar 

Olive O'Neil 

Camoll & Gorman 

Mary Stone 

Lulu Swan 

Alvarez & Verita 

Fred Walte Bd 
Terrace Garden 

Auriole Sis 

Viva Ethelia 

Jack Kates 

W Wadswortn Bd 

Vanity Fale 
Vierra Hawaiians 











Chez- Pierre E’mer Desmond Al Gault Mirth Mack 
-C 1 Jov > 
Plerret Nuyten Rv| A#fseth-Cope-Bd jJules Novit Bd Gladys Kremer 
Earl Hoffman's Or Lido Rendezvous Karo'a 
Romo Vincent Chisholm & Shields| Dick Hughes 
Colosimos Edna Norman Jay Mills Rich & Snyder 
Royal Russian 6 Margie Delaney Lilian Scott Leo Wolf Bd 
Better ‘Ole Club Lido Le Paradis Ai Kamons 
McWilliams’ Orch | John Slaughter me a cine Meyer Davis Orch 
» Meyer Davis Ore 
E Dougherty Or y Villa Roma 
Cariton Club Marlboro Mayflower 
Harry Albert Sidney Seidenmann | Alice Tupman 


Meyer Davis Orch 
Chantecler 


Paul Fidelman 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Phoebe Orch 


Clab Mirador 
M Harmon Orch 
Club St. Marks 
| Schulty-Rosey Or 


Sidney’s Orch 
Spanish Village 
J O'Donnell Orch 


Swanee 
Roland Young 








Villa Roma Orch 


Wardman Park 
McElroy & Munich 
Sidney Harris 
Meyer Davis Orch 
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US. Decision Padlocks City | 
As Well as State Cops 


Liquor seizures by New York city 
and town police, as well as by state 
troopers, are prohibited, according 
to the U. S. Supreme Court deci- 
gion ina test case by Rosario Gam- 
pino and Joseph Lima of Utica, 
WN. Y., who had been arrested by 
New York state troopers for al- 
Jeged violation of the Volstead 
amendment. Gambino and Lima’s 
constitutional rights were cited in 
Justice Brandies’ opinion and a re- 
versal of all the lower courts’ de- 
cisions in favor of the gendarmes 
were reversed and a new trial or- 
dered. This means the abandon- 
ment of the prosecution. 

The U. S. Supreme Court decision 
rules that a search warrant by the 
police in states where there is no 
liquor enforcement statute is re- 
quired before a search or seizure 
may be made. 

Practically worked out, the de- 
eision means the cops no longer 
have authority to invade premises 
or make booze pinches without a 
gearch warrant. 

The decision is a blow to the dry 
cause in New York State, Mary- 
land, New Mexico, Nevada and 
Montana, none of which has an en- 
forcement code. 

The highest court’s opinion inter- 
prets “any officer of the law” in the 
law to refer to only Federal officers, 
and that the troopers were not at 
the time of the arrest seizure 
agents of the United States. 

In the past the New York state 
and city police have deemed them- 
gelves agents and officers of the 
United States, searching, seizing 
and invading on liquor suspicions. 

















Tanguay Cancels Castle Farms 
Cincinnati, Dec. 20. 
Eva Tanguay, now in Dayton, has 
¢ancelled her engagement for Castle 
Farms this week because of illness. 











When in 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Meet All Your Friends 
at the 


Golden Inn 


Mississippi & Pacific Avs. 
Where 


Miss BABETTE 


Presents Nightly 


DAN HEALY’S REVUE 


(Staged and Produced by 
e Dan Healy) 
with 


JACK WHITE 
(The Baron) 


Make Reservations Now for 
New Year’s Eve 












Just an Error?? ; 





Harry C. Green was stand- 
ing in the long bar attached to 
a night club. He and several 
companions were annoyed at 
the remarks of a stew. The of- 


| 


fended ones decided the fresh 
guy should be cured. The bar- 
tender was tipped to Slip a | 


micky finn into the drink of the 
annoyer. 

The latter then invited the 
party to have a drink with him. 
Green took the wrong glass and 
got the mickey himself. 

: | 


Upstate Price List 
Includes Time Payments 


Syracuse, Dec. 20. | 
| 











| 
| 


Syracuse appears to be tn for the | 
wettest Christmas since prohibition 
made its debut. [n some cases time | 
payments have been okayed. The | 
verified local price list: 

Canadian rye whiskey, $8 to $12 
a quart; Canadian scotch, $12 to $15 
a quart; domestic rye, $5 to $7: 
domestic scotch, $6 and $7; good 
gin, $3; “speakeasy” gin, $1 to $2.50; 
imported rum, $10. 


Hostess a Thief | 


Mrs. Margaret Martinez, 23, night 
club hostess and said to be wife of 
a former cabaret owner, living at 
218 West 19th street, pleaded guilty 
to petty larceny in Special Sessions 
and was sentenced to 30 days in the 
Workhouse. She admitted the 
theft of a fur coat belonging to 
Bella Leahy of 960 Prospect avenue, 
the Bronx. 

The theft was committed in a 
restaurant in Greenwich Village, 
two weeks ago. Miss Healy told 
the Justices she had been dining in 
the place and had left the articles 
in a side room. When she went to 
get them they had disappeared 
along with Mrs. Martinez, who had 
been dining in the place. When 
Mrs. Martinez was arrested, on Nov. 
27, she was wearing the stolen ar- 
ticles, 

The Justices were informed by 
probation officers that the husband 
of Mrs, Martinez had formerly op- 
erated the Gondola Club, at 64 
Morton street, a cabaret recently 
closed. 











Leonard’s Club 


Leonard's, when it opens tomor- 
row (Thursday) night, will be re- 
named after Harold Leonard, di- 
rector of his orchestra, last at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Leonard’s is the 
old Club Mimic, which the leader 
will operate on a 50 per cent split 
of the gross, with Frank Nolan and 
Arthur Brown, the management. 

WABC Is running a direct wire 
into the cafe and will broadcast the 
band nightly, a departure for that 
commercial station, since Leonard 
pays nothing for the’ service. 

It is a gesture of reciprocal ap- 
preciation, Leonard, when at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, favoring 
WABC’'S services over WJZ. 





Charles Ruddy, musical conductor 
with “The Ramblers,” has joined 
Gus Edwards’ “Ritz Carlton Nights” 




















—_—-~- 


act in the same capacity. 
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LUNCHEONS 


RENOWNED FOR ITS FRENCH CUISINE AND PASTRY 


PIROLLE’S 


145 WEST 45th ST., NEW YORK 
Pirolle’s Special Table D’hote Dinner, $1.25 
SPECIAL DISHES DAILY 


j}night at the Salon Royal on 
| €8th street in the nite club situated | 
iin the Hotel 
matically 
complaints concerning Tex and her 
pall night 
iof 50 or more rooms are exempt | 
| irom the 3 a. m 


| interference 


llaw 





NIGHT CLUBS 


Tex in Hotel and Dodges | 
Curfew, but No Couvert 


Texas 





Guinan Thursday 


West 


opens 


This 
any 


Acropolis. 
eliminates 


auto- 
official 


' 


madhouse, since hotels | 
curfew restrictions 

Tommy Lyman, who put the Salon 
Royal on the map, remains as co- | 
star with Tex. 

The Tex Restaurant Corp., which 
sued Police Commissioner Warren 
for an injunction to restrain police 
with Miss Guinan’'s 
Century theatre basement cabaret 
had its plea denied with costs, as- 
sessing Texas three couverts or $10. | 

Miss Guinan used as her argu- 
ment for the injunction that the 
was unreasonably discrimina- 
tory, citing the case of hotels which 
can run at all hours. This will be 
her very protection in the new 
venture. 


BOSTON’S HIP CASES 


Boston, Dec. 2. 

The local ice business has re- 
ceived the first punch in the chin in 
Boston night clubs, hard on the 
heels of the recent U. S. Court de- 
cision that it is illegal to serve the 
little cold cubes in supper resorts if 
they are to be used to cool off the 
otherwise flery Back Bay and Soutn 
End liquor. The first sock in the 
ensuing battle to suppress the sale 
of ginger ate, cracked ice, liquor and 
the paraphernalia for consuming it 
it came in the form of libels filed 
last Friday against Jack Renard’s 
new Cocoanut Grove Cafe, Chateau, 
also one of the late night life ar- 
rivals and the Moulin Rouge. The 
libel against the Chateau alleges 
real hard booze was sold on the 
premises, while the charges against 
the other two fall back on the 
cracked ice, ginger ale, ete. ruling. 
The libels were filed by Assistant 
Attorney Elihu D. Stone at the re- 
quest of District Attorney Tarr, ask- 
ing that the proprietors of the three 
supper cabarets and dance halls be 
brought into court to show why 
pailock tnjunctions should not be 
ordered by the court for a period 
of one year. 

No date has been set for the hear- 
ing. 


| 


| 








No License Fines 


Detectives Dolan and Tobin, of 
Captain Edward Lennon’s ataff, 
bring to West Side Court at least a 
dozen “speakos” for having a cab- 
aret without a license every week. 
The fines imposed by the court dif- 
fers. In some cases fines of $25 are 
handed out! In other cases $5 and 
$10. 

The Winnipeg Club, 41 West 46th 
street (Paul Jansen), was served 
with a summons. Magistrate Good- 
man fined the club $25. Hacienda, 
121 West 5ist street (Paul Baido) 
was given a ticket. The latter asked 
for 
granted. 

Col. George Kroupsky, who oper- 
ates the Kav Kaz, 211 West 53d 
street, was given a ticket for oper- 
ating a cabaret without a license. 
When the Col. came to court he 
showed Magistrate Goodman his 
license and the colone! was dis- 
charged. 





Tommy Curiston, song writer, has 
announced his engagement to marry 


at the 


an adjournment which was} 
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Key Admission Only 


-_—-_ ~— 


Key admission only is a late 
scheme of some nite clubs in 
New York 

“Members” are given a key 
to the spring lock door Any- 
one wit! ta key canr gain 
entra while possession of a 


“member” is 


So far it has 
keeping 


avoided book- 


cobs, 








and 


\ 


Boston’s Six Class Clubs 
With Covers 50c to $1 





Boston, Dec. 20 
The Hub is going in strong for 
late hour entertainment this win- 
ter, The cabaret district now 


boasts six class clubs comprising 
the Cocoanut Grove, Lambs Club, 


Le Chateau, Lido Venice, Palais 
Royal and Kernack Club. All have 
a cover charge ranging from 60 


cents to $1, the latter sum charged 
Lido Venice. 

Entertainers are being used for 
the first time, also name bands. 
With the night clubs using high 
priced talent, the Chinese joints 
have been forced to splurge. 


Team's S. A. Tour 


London, Dec. 6. 
Marion and Martinez Randall, 
back from Australia, have cancelled 
two club dates here to perform in 
Havana this winter for their third 
consecutive season at that resort, 
Following the Cuban date, the 
dancers will sail for South America 
with their own company of eight 
American girls, They were booked 
for the Kit Cat and Ciro’s here. 
They sailed on the “Paris” 
15. 


Dec. 





In a Variety review of Benny Da- 
vis’ 54th St. Club, Fuzzy Knight 
was inadvertently omitted from 
the show lineup. Knight is to the 
fore in the show and is a pleasant 
entry 

He is regularly with Frank Corn- 
well at Janssen’s midtown Hofbrau, 
and doubles around the Times 
square jov caves, 











A Natural Vocal 
and Dance Hit 


Making Good on Its Merits 





a —~ —-————_ 


Mike Speciale Is Suing 
For Salaries and Loans 





Mike Speciale, nite club orchestra 
|leader, is suing two different nite 


lub managements in three separate 


ises to recover moneys either for 
Ww s or on loans. William Norins, 
now sales manager of WMCA and 
formerly treasurer of station WMSG 
| (Madison Sq. Garden), is the de- 
| fendant in two different actions 
| With the West Catering Co., in a 


} claim for $525 as part of one week's 
| salary. 

Speciale also Jent Norins $500 cash 
ind admits return of only $50, tak- 
jing judgment for the remaining 

$450. 

Speciale in the third case Is suing 
| Charles Hanson and John Wagner, 
| of the Jay C, Flippen (Deauville) 
|Club for $750 for salary not paid him 
|for his band. The cafe went blooey 
jand Flippen, its star, was among the 
| first to walk out for non-payment. 

Speciale stuck and was stuck. 

Julian T. Abeles is his lawyer in 
|all three actions. 


The Theatre Chez Nous, West 
street nite club where Lew 
Brice originally held forth, has been 
ordered padlocked for one year and 
a personal injunction issued against 
the management. 

It's their first offense but the 
heavy penalty is a result of legally 
defending the liquor violation. 

The Black Cat in the Village is 
to be closed for six months. 


| 62d 
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A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway 




















“SILVER BELL” 








“In An Oriental Garden” 


Fox-Trot (also for Band) 
“One Night of Love In Spain” 
Waltz 
“Wake Up With a Smile” 
Fox-Trot 
“Lingering Lips” 
Fox-Trot 


All Specia! Arrangements 


JOHN E. HAYES, Inc. 


1595 Broadway, New York 








Sunday—Noon to 9 P. M. 
POPULAR PRICES 


Hazel Carlton, formerly of the Joy 
| Sisters (vaude). Both reside in 


foveal | 
} 


Ask Any Ace Orchestra Leader 





BANJO 


Played by 


PEARY BEGHTEL 


WITH 
Phil Spitalny’s Victor 
Recording Orchestra 
Present Engagement, Buffalo, N. Y¥. 
New Illus. 1928 Catalog FREE 
The BACON BANJO CO., Inc. 


GROTON, CONN. 
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By W. C. POLLA 


ANOTHER SMASHING 


By the Composer of 


HIT! 


“DANCING TAMBOURINE” ; 


(A GYPSY ROMANCE) 


‘““BOHEMIA’”’ 


W 


W. C. POLLA, 210 WEST 101ST STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


ords by PHIL PONCE 
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NEWS FROM 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


THE DAILIES 





Variety takes no credit 





A 





NEW YORK 





Frank Shay, playwright, is being | 
gued for divorce by Fern Forrester, 
artist, who names Paula Halliday as 
corespondent. Miss Halliday, known 
as Polly in the Village, was original 
proprietress of the Greenwich Vil- 
lage Inn. 

Health Commissioner Harris is- 
sued a warning that men posing as 
inspectors of his department are 
peddling fake tickets to charity 
balls and shows. No entertainments 
have been authorized by the health 
department. 








The application of Dorothy P. B. 
Caruso, widow of the singer, to be 
appointed special guardian of the 
Caruso estate in New Jersey was 
denied in Trenton court, 





Inasmuch as Frederic March. ac- 
tor, obtained a divorce from her in 
Mexico and married again, allegedly 
without her knowledge, Ellis Baker 
March, actress, is asking for a di- 
vorce decree. March's Mexican de- 
cree is one the New York courts 
have refused to recognize. 





Jane Egbert, actress, has brought 
euit for separation against Thomas 
G. Donovan, non-professional, alleg- 
ing cruelty. 


The first week of the Church and 
Drama Association’s campaign for 
50,000 members in New York 
brought in 2,614 new members and 
$21,967 in funds. 


Vivien Oakland, of vaudeville, left 
for Los Angeles, leaving her hus- 
band, John T. Murray, and their 
vaudeville act behind. Miss Oak- 
land said she guesses John is tired 
of her after 10 years of marriage 
and she is “going to give him a 
break” by going home to her mother. 











Daniel Kusell’s option on produc- 
tion rights of a musical comedy ver- 
sion of Ethel Watts Mumford’s 
farce, “Sick-a-Bed,” was upheld by 
the American Arbitration Associa- 
tion. Miss Mumford asked $10,000 
damages because Kusell had bought 
an option on her play May 9 for six 
months’ duration and had taken no 
action. The Dramatists’ Guild con- 
tract used does not include three 
months during the summer, so Ku- 
ayy option will be in effect until 





Members of the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild were guests of the Catholic 


from Bremen with only one of the} 
17 trunks she had originally packed. | 
Workmen in her home blew up six 
experimenting with dynamite, and 
the other 10 were lost. 





“The First Stone,” Civic Repertory 
Theatre’s next production, is post- 
poned to Jan. 13. 





Instead of opening “Paradise” out 
of town, Robert Milton is presenting 
six dress rehearsals before groups 
of dramatic students prior to its 
opening next week. 





The American fund for the re- 
building and endowment of the 
Shakespeare Memorial theatre at 
Stratford-on-Avon has reached 
$700,000. The goal set is $1,000,000. 


A $100,000 libel suit by Guido 
Ciccolini, Italian tenor, against 
Hope Hampton was ordered dis- 
missed for insufficiency by Justice 
Salvatore A. Cotillo, who, however, 
reprimanded Miss Hampton and 
Jules E. Brulator, her husband, and 
Alfred E. Aarons, producer of “My 





Princess,” co-defendants, for hav- 
ing “displayed shockingly bad 
taste.” 


In the musical play was a char- 
acter Ciccolini, addressed by Miss 
Hampton in script as “Ciccolinim, 
you big wop, you great big wop.” 
The Italian singer’s wife, who is an 
American girl, first heard these 
lines when she saw the play. 


Bulk of the $250,000 estate of Paul 
Salvin, cabaret man, was distributed 
to Mrs. Tillie Salvin, who received a 
$100,000 trust fund, and his son and 
daughter. Other relatives and 
friends receive small bequests. Sev- 
eral years ago Salvin gave Pavillon 
Royal, $500,000 roadhouse, to three 
waiters who had worked for him 
many years. 





Mrs. Michalina Wyleznski is suing 
Leon Rothier of the Metropolitan 
Opera company for $50,000 damages 
for the death of her husband in an 
automobile accident. 


LOS ANGELES 


After making plans for a trip to 
Honolulu Pola Negri changed her 
mind and decided to remain in 
Hollywood. 











Louis Allyn Pooler, stage actor, 
filed a $50,000 heart balm suit in 
superior court against Monte G. 
Mills, son of a millionaire stove 
manufacturer in Detroit. Pooler 
alleged in the complaint that Mills 
stole the affections of shis wife, Mrs. 





Actors’ Guild at @ meeting in the 
Hotel Astor last week. Speakers 
representing both organizations pre- 
dicted there would eventually be one 
guild to include all those of the 
theatre. 





Rosamond M, Pinchot, actress, re- 
ceived a $500 bequest and a share 
in the estate left to her mother by 
the will of her grandmother, Su- 
sanna Shaw Minturn, appraised at 
$936,164, 





“The Crimson Strain,” mystery 
play by George Broadhurst and 
Trimble Bradley, has been acquired 
by Wm. B. Friedlander, who intends 
to present it in New York Feb. 6. 


Wm. Brady plans bringing 
new plays into New York in Jan- 
uary—Willard Mack’s “A Free Soul” 
and “Everything’s Jake,” 
Marquis. 








Representative Sol Bloom of New 
York intrdouced a resolution in the 
House asking creation of a stand- 
ing committee on communications, 
radio and broadcasting, consisting 
of 15 members, to cope with the de- 
velopment and problems of radio. 





In a letter to Senator Reed Smoot, 
chairman of the finance committee 
of the U. S. Senate, Otto H. Kahn 
suggests an annual tax be placed on 
billboards, electric. signs and other 
outdoor advertising as an alterna- 
tive form of taxation to permit dis- 
pensing with the Impost on theatre 
tickets. 





Frankie Bailey, now in the Percy 
Williams home for actors at Engle- 
wood, N. J., has announced she is 
not convinced her stage career is 
over, and will attempt a come-back. 
Miss Bailey is 68 years old. She took 
refuge in the home when severely ill. 





Speaking from the pulpit of the 
Northminster Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia, De Wolf Hopper 
said actors “are grateful when a 
city prohibits immoral plays.” 





Jane Egbert, appearing in “The 
Tove Call,” has sued Thomas G. 
Donovan for divorce on charges of 
cruelty. Donovan denies. 


Mme. Elizabeth Rethberg, who 
came to New York to appear at the 
Metropolitan, stepped off the boat 





two 


by Don 


Marguerite Pooler. 








Leo M. Harvey, real estate oper- 
ator, is forming a Western States 
Bullding Corporation to construct 
15 theatres in towns of 15,000 popu- 
lation or less. 





“Captain Billy” Middleton, under 
sentence to San Quentin in connec- 
tion with promotion of a round-the- 
world tour that did not materlalize 
after accepting money from various 
parties, married Y-Vee Irwin, 25- 
year-old stenographer. Judge Hardy, 
who sentenced Middleton, performed 
the ceremony. 





Mrs. Hazel Weil, screen actress, 
was granted a divorce from Richard 
Well, title writer, after declaring 
poker parties and cruelty interfered 
with their marital happiness. 





Gerald Duffy, scenario writer, was 
divorced from his wife, Marjorie 
Duffy, in Superior Court. Mrs. Duffy 
charged Duffy had _ stepped out 
with other women. A $20,000 prop- 
erty settlement was reported to have 
been made out of court. ’ 





Beatrice Payne, 17, cabaret dancer, 
was sentenced to the Inwood House 
for wayward girls for an indeterm- 
{nate period . after convicted of 
stealing” hundreds of dollars’ worth 
of clothes from various stores. 





Joseph Haggerty, actor, was or- 
dered by Superior Judge Bowron 
to pay his ex-wife, Mrs. Isabella 
Haggerty, $250 a month back ali- 
mony wheh the latter appeared in 
court to complain. Haggerty’s at- 
torney argucd that Mrs. Haggerty 
bothered his client so much that he 
found it hard to get work, and that 
all of Haggerty’s money went to 
take care of his three children. 

Financial settlement effected be- 
tween Edwin Carewe, film producer- 
director, and his estranged wife, 
Mary Akin Carewe, former screen 
actress, will involve a sum totalling 
near $200,000. Mrs. Carewe will re- 
ceive $110,000 in cash and property 
with a trust fund of $22,000 for their 
two children—Sally Ann and Wil- 
liam Edwin, who will get $3,600 a 
year until majority. Divorce action 
{is pending. 

Divorce action was brought by 
Mrs. Mildred Williams against Frank 





|gazer of Culver City, 


tor of mechanicals used in motion 
pictures. Complaint charged cruel- 
ty and asked for community interest 
in Williams’ property. Williams is 
paying $500 a week temporary ali- 





mony. There is one child, Barbara 
Jean, 
Vera Stockman, wife of a lion} 


tamer with Barnes Circus, and two 
others were released by the sheriff 
when Max Rosen, self styled crystal 
could not 
identify the group as the bandits 
who robbed him of $1,200 in dia- 
monds, 





Ruth Chatterton and Ralph 
Forbes, pictures, have separated and 
are living apart in Beverly Hills. 
Forbes says no divorce is contem- 
plated. Miss Chatterton declined to 
comment, 





Because her husband fibbed to her 
about his wealth Mrs. Lorna B. 
Velan, Filipino picture actress, was 
freed from James Velan by Superior 
Judge Sproul, after she petitioned 
for annulment. The pair were mar- 
ried last January 2 and separated 
next day. 





Dorothy Mackaye, whose convic- 
tion on charges in connection with 
the death of her husband, Ray Ray- 
mond, was upheld by the district 
court of appeals, will file an appeal 
to the state supreme court. This, 
according to Miss Mackaye’s attor- 
neys, who say they sill base their 
client’s appeal on the grounds that 
members of the district attorney's 
office said in open court that she 
was convicted principally on public 
opinion. 





Louis Wolheim, stage and screen 
actor, and Ethel Wolheim, his wife, 
are named in a damage suit for 
$1,227.50. H. A. Nelson charges 
Wolheim leased a New York apart- 
ment and moved out after subleas- 
ing to another party. 





Intoxication charges against Mrs. 
Shelby Worrall Somerset, third and 
newly wed bride of Pat Somerset, 
screen juvenile, were dismissed on 
insufficient evidence. Mrs. Somerset 
was arrested following her wedding 
party in Hollywood when neighbors 
complained, 





Merle Armitage, manager of Los 
Angeles Opera association, sued for 
divorce by Mrs. Fanchon L Armi- 
tage. Charges desertion. 





Ace Hudkins, boxer, sued by the 
government for $565 unpaid income 
taxes for 1924, Another tax lien was 
against the Cinema Studios Supply 
Co., in Hollywood, for $4,953 for 
1926, 
* 

Word received from El Paso, Tex., 
was that Anna Eason, 24, local 
dancer, was in the Masonic Hospital 
there in a critical condition follow- 
ing an autobus accident. 








Virginia Valli and Charles Farrell, 
pictures, denied engagement. 





Lew Cody returned to Hollywood 
following a 12 weeks’ vaudeville 
tour. Cody denied estrangement 
with Mabel Normand, 





Trial for William Nigh and Bert 
Trowbridge, his chauffeur, jointly 
charged with assault and intent to 
commit murder on Edward Usher, 
Jr., former football star, was con- 
tinued to January 9. Trowbridge’s 
brother died in St. Paul. The al- 
leged attack on Usher was over Jean 
Jarvis, picture actress, 





Pric Von Stroheim has been en- 
gaged to rewrite the screen version 
of “East of the Setting Sun,” Con- 
stance Talmadge’s next picture. 





Frank D. Williams, inventor of 
motion picture mechanicals, dropped 
divorce charges against Mildred 
Williams when the case came up for 
trial before Judge C. D. Wallace. 





Frank Kingsley, theatrical pro- 
ducer, lost out on his divorce annul- 
ment suit against his former wife, 
llean Kingsley. Judge B. Rey 
Schauer sustained Mrs. Kingsley’s 
demurrer without leave to amend. 





Demurrer filed by Carter De 
Haven, stage and screen actor, 
against Flora Parker De Haven’'s 
divorce suit went off calendar. De 
Haven's attorneys are understood to 
have called the matter off with a 
possibility of a compromise out of 
court. - 





Dorothy Mackaye, stage actress, 
must serve her sentence of from one 
to three years in San Quentin. Her 
appeal was denied through an af- 
firmation of the findings of a jury 
in superior court convicting the ac- 
tress of conspiracy In connection 
with the death of her husband, Ray 
Raymond, musical comedy actor. 
Paul Kelly, film actor, convicted of 
the slaying, is now serving a one to 
10-year term, 





Report made to Probate Judge 
Desmond by First Nationai Trust 
and Savings Bank, guardian of the 
$25,000 prize gyvon by George Young. 
Catalina Chafinel swimmer, showed 
that Henry O'Byrne, Young's train- 
er, had voluntarily relinquished his 
$10,000 share of the money, 





Lucille Irwin, 22-year-old picture 
actress, attempted suicide by poison 





D. Williams, Hollywood inven- 


in her apartment. She was removed 


to the General Hospital. No ap- 
parent motive. 





Fred Cyriacks, dog fancier, who 
shot and killed Peter the Great, 
canine film actor, was ordered to 
pay $125,000 damages to Edward 
| Faust and Charles Dreyer, owners 
,;of the dog. The verdict was by 
jury in Superior Court. 

Value of Peter was fixed at $100,- 
000, the other $25,000 being assessed 
as punishment for malice. The suit 
was for $250,000. 








Superior Judge Sproul annulled 
the marriage of Peggy McCurdy, 
picture actress, when her attorney 
showed the court she was. under 
legal age when she married Selwyn 
Sternberg. 





Superior Judge Fletcher Bowron 
granted Cullen Landis, screen actor, 
several weeks’ stay of an order to 
pay off back alimony to his former 
wife, Mignon Le Brun, actress. At- 
torney for Landis stated his client 
had been out of work. 





Mrs. Marie Dodds, screen actress, 
wants $25 a week for the support of 
her son, Edward, Jr., from her hus- 
band, Ed Dodds, employed at Uni- 
versal Studios. 





Marie Bara, 28, an acrobat, is un- 
der arrest charged with violation of 
the Dyer act in having driven to 
Los Angeles from Portland, Ore., in 
an automobile alleged to have been 
stolen. They also arrested her com- 
panion, Al Weber, 24 years old. 





Fire in the home of Richard 
Barthelmess caused damage esti- 
mated around $5,000. 





Complaint charging battery was 
drawn against George C. Murphy, 
accused of socking his -estranged 
wife, Mrs. Ethel Murphy, former 
show girl, known on the stage as 
Ethel Hallor. 





Edward Usher, Jr., former foot- 
ball star, filed a $250,000 damage 
suit against William Nigh, motion 
picture director, in superior court. 
The suit follows an alleged beating 
that Usher took from Nigh over the 
affections of Jean Jarvis, former 
show girl and now in pictures. Nigh 
and his chauffeur are facing charges 
of felonious assault. 





Lilyan Tashman suffered a 
sprained ankle while playing tennis. 





Joseph Stone, film extra, and 
Frank Crawford, were given one 
year prison sentences each, follow- 
ing conviction on charges of extort- 
ing money from prominent men by 
threats, 





Ambrose Manning, charged with 
burglary on the yacht belonging to 
Tox Mix, was sentendd to six 
months. Mix’s yacht was docked at 
Wilmington pier when Manning 
ransacked it. 





The second trial of the 27 “Hot 
Mamas” arrested in connection with 
the “Hot Mama” burlesque sbow 
was put off calendar on motion of 
the prosecution. A bench warrant 
was issued by the judge for Dorothy 
Reeves, one of the dancers, who 
failed to appear, 


CHICAGO 


Al Brown (Al Capone, Chicago's 
gang leader) has returned to Chi- 
cago after being politely asked to 
leave Los Angeles, where he had in- 
tended to remain until after New 
Year's, 








queate 

Bartlett Cormack, former Chicago 
newspaper man and author of “The 
Racket,” now playing in New York, 
has been picked to direct the 1928 
production of the Black Friars at 
the University of Chicago, 





Olga Steck, former “Follies” girl, 
lost $20,000 in jewelry when her 
brother-in-law, who was carrying 
the jewels, was held up. Knud 
Jacobson, the in-law, is being held 
with three companions for inves- 
tigation. 





The Chicago German-Americans 
opened their new German theatre 
at Belmont and Sheffield avenues 
last Sunday. Mayor Thompson was 
present. 





Thieves again took up thelr work 
of robbing the dressing rooms of 
theatres and walked off with $12,000 
worth of jewelry and wearing ap- 
parel belonging to Regina Brown, 
star of “Tommy,” now at the Cort. 
This makes the fourth robbery in 
the last three weeks, 





The much talked of plans for 
Chicago’s subway will be realized 
shortly. Mayor Thompson has just 
okayed plans for several projects 
which will cost $50,000,000 to com- 
plete and will include a subway un- 
der Madison street, widening of 
several streets, and a “U”" shaped 
boulevard encircling the loop. 





John C. Righeimer, well known 
saloon keeper in pre-war days and 
more recently occupying a $4,500 a 
year job as chairman of the Illinois 
state boxing commission, has 
itendered his resignation to Gov. Len 
Smal. 





SS 
Following “The Letter” at the 
Playhouse, “The Private Secretary” 





will go in for a short Christmas 
season. Daniel Mayer Company 
and Basil Dean will’then take the 
house over and produce Behringer’s 
“The Second Man,” with the only 
four characters played by Ursula 
Jeans, Zena Dare, Raymond Massey 


and Noel Coward. 





A hitherto unacted play by Jer: 
K. Jerome will be put ou fan Christe 
mas at the Everyman theatre. 
titled “The Soul of Nicholas 
ders.” 


ene 
Snye 





George Robey is coming back to 
London December 23 when he will 
present his revue, “Bits and Pieces * 
with which he recently toured South 
Africa, at the Princes under the 
title “The Same Old Game.” 





Estelle Brody is to make her first 
appeararice over here in a straight 
play, when she plays the lead in 
“As Old as the Hills” at the “Q” 
December 26. 





The last nights are announced of 
“Potiphar’s Wife,” at the Savoy, 
after four months run, and Robert 
Loraine’s production of “Cyrano de 
Bergerac” at the Apollo, after but 
a few weeks. 





Sir Gerald du Maurier is closing 
up “Interference” week before 
Christmas, reopening Dec. 26. When 
a successor is needed at the St 
James he will put in “S. O. S..” a 
new play by Walter Ellis. He hag 
engaged Gracie Fields, a low come- 
dienne who has made a name in 
touring revues, and whose promo- 
tion to such an exclusive West End 
aa has caused rather a sensa- 
tion. 





Leslie Faber will leave for Amer- 
ica before Christmas to appear in 
“The Patriot” in. company with 
Madge Titheradge. Matheson Lang 
will produce “The Patriot” in Lon- 
don in February. 





A new farce, “The Caveman,” is 
following “Potiphar’s Wife,” which 
closed at the Savoy Dec. 10. 





Flora le Breton is leaving for 
America to take up film work once 
more. Her place is being taken in 
“The Girl Friend” by Eileen Red- 
cott. 





To fillin the gap of the failure of 
Noel Coward's “Sirocco” and the 
new Lonsdale musical at Daly’s, 
there is a talk of putting in a re- 


vival of “Polly” (sequel to “The 
Beggar's Opera”) with Lillian 
Davies. 





A new form of lighting has been 
invented by R. Gillespie Williams 
called the Duo Phantom. Wxtraor- 
dinary effects are produced. Scenery 
appears to undergo a complete 
change. The new lighting was tried 
in the Hippodrome show, “Hit the 
Deck” and the whole company was 
transformed into darkies, 





Early next year Margaret Bane- 
nerman, late star of the Globe the- 
atre, goes to Australia with Francis 
Lister and James Lindsay. 





Plans for the production in New 
York of Louis Carter's play, “Queen 
Victoria,” have fallen through. Fay 
Compton, who was to play the lead- 
ing part, has signed film contracts 
in the meantime. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


George Colby, claiming to be an 
actor, became so incensed when a 
machine-driven by Fassett Comp- 
ton knocked him down on Market 
street, that he jumped on the run- 
ning board of another car, caught 
up with Compton, gave him a beat- 
ing and then turned him over to a 
policeman. 











Income tax liens were filed 
against Irving C, Ackerman, Simon 
Harris and the Ackerman Estate 
Co. on alleged incorrect returns. The 
action against Irvigg Ackerman is 
for $4,500.86 for 1920. That against 
Harris is for 1923, in the sum of 
$1,235.20, and that against the Ack- 
erman estate $6,364.06, covering 
1926. 





Anthony Richard Broom, aged 26, 
was selected as “Mr. San Fran- 
cisco” at a male “bathing beauty” 
contest staged at a church festival 
in Civic Auditorium. More than 50 
male contestants participated. 





Helen Wills, tennis star, who 
broke into print a week ago when 
she was fined for parking, sought 
aid of San Francisco police in an 
effort to recover a lost purse, a ten- 
nis match trophy. 





Mrs. Decia Martin, San Mateo do- 
mestic, filed suit in Alameda county 
Superior Court to recover a $1,200 
diamond ring alleged held illegally 
by Joseph Pelange, local musician. 
Mrs. Martin claims she gave the 
ring to Frank Adamson, another 
musician, who later turned it oveT 
to Pelange. The latter claims he 





bought the ring from hie musician 
friend. 
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EDWIN C. FOWLER 


Edwin Crane Fowler, 52, veteran | 


theatrical agent and caster, died 
Dec. 10 of pneumonia and complica- 
tions in the United Hospital, Port 


Chester, N. Y. For the past 15 years | 
| Albert was also a brother of Bert | 


Mr. Fowler had been living at Rye 
Beach, N. Y. 


Mr. Fowler had been very ill for | 


gix weeks and had been in the hos- 
pital over two weeks when he died. 
At that time it was inadvertently 


reported that Mr. Fowler had died | June and engaged in the auto busi- | 


and his closest theatrical and life- 
long friends in Times Square had 
accepted the report as true. 

At an early age he conducted an 
agency for club entertainments in a 
little office in Harlem offering So- 
phie Tucker, Pierce and Roslyn 
and others on his program. Later 
he became associated with Herbert 
K. Betts, then a popular leading 
man, in a dramatic agency in the 
old Theatrical Exchange 
street), New York, then moving to 
the Knickerbocker theatre building 
and finally locating in the Fitzger- 
ald building. His last office address 
was 145 West 45th street. 

The firm operated stock com- 
panies, vaude acts and road shows 
and engaged extensively in casting 
shows and stocks. The Dolly Sis- 
ters obtained their first engagement 
in this country through Betts & 
Fowler. Mary Pickford, Pearl 


IN DEVOTED MEMORY 


or 
My Beloved Dad 


WILLIAM J. O’HEARN 


Who Passed on Dec, 16, 1927 


PATRICIA O’HEARN 





White, Robert Frasier, Dorothy Lull, 
Helen Holmes and others at one 
time secured dates through that 
medium. 

In 1917 when Mr. Betts returned 
to the stage the old Betts & Fow- 
ler office was continued with Mr. 
Fowler as its operator. 

He is survived by the widow, Mrs. 
Evelyn Fowler, his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexander Fowler, Brooklyn, 
and three sisters. 





JAMES CLARENCE HYDE 

James Clarence Hyde, 60, one of 
New York’s oldest and best-known 
press agents, died Dec. 18 in his 
room at the Lambs’ Club, New York, 
following an attack of indigestion. 

Mr. Hyde was the gon of John 
Newton Hyde, famous artist, James 
Clarence being born in Newton, 
Mass., where the family took up 
permanent residence in 1632. 

He had received a fine education, 
studying in Ireland, Paris and later 
at Dartmouth College. His first 
theatrical connection was with Wal- 


lack’s theatre, New York, where he | 
He later 


studied scene painting. 
engaged in newspaper work and was 
attached to the staffs of different N. 
Y. papers, including the “World” 
and “Herald.” 

His initial press work was as gen- 


eral press representative for Henry 


W. Savage. He later became asso- 
ciated with Charles Frohman and 


also handled publicity for shows for 


David Belasco and Klaw & Erlan- 
ger. He also acted as general man- 
ager for Henry Miller, and last sea- 


g0n managed the Chicago repertory 


season for Mrs. Samuel Insull, 


Mr. Hyde belonged to the The- 
atrical Press Representatives Sons 
of the Revolution, the Society of 


Colonial Wars and the Lambs. 


He is survived by a brother, Ray- 
Douglaston, 


mond Newton Hyde, 
ae 


Interment in Douglaston, L. L 





ALBERT L. SWOR 
Albert Lee Swor, 339, 


ly, died Dec. 2, at the Swor home 
8815 Cole avenue, Dallas. 
Al Swor was a son of the late A 


G. Swor and was born in Dallas 
At 16 he 


where he attended school. 


(39th 


minstrel 
man, of the theatrical Dallas fami- 


| decidea upon a stage career and after 
some experience formed a partner- 
| ship with his brother, John, in the 
| Swor Bros, Minstrels. This troupe 
| for some years travelled over the 
iU. S. and Canada. 

Swor, another minstrel] man, 
years with Al. G. Fields’ minstrels 
|and later in vaude with his brother, 
John, 

Mr. Swor went back home last 


In Loving Memory 
Of Our Dear Brother 


| == ALBERT SWOR 


Who Passed Away Dec. 15, 1927 
Bert, John, Jim 


ness joining a local agency. He Is 
survived by his widow, son, Albert 
Swor, Jr., his mother, Mrs. Susan 
Swor, all of Dallas, and _ three 
brothers, Bert, John and James 
Swor, all on the stage. ~* 

Interment in Dallas. 





WILLIAM J. O,HEARN 


William J. O’Hearn, 52, former 
vaudevillian and in recent years in 
theatrical real estate, died Dec. 16 
of heart disease. 

Mr. O’Hearn promoted the financ- 
ing and building of the new Fortune 
Gallo theatre on 64th street. He 
was also responsible for the build- 
ing of the John Golden theatre on 
the site of an old stable on 56th 
street, and subsequently leased the 
house on Mr. Golden’s behalf to 
the Theatre Guild. He was also 
interested in lease deals involving 
the Republic, Mansfield and Waldorf 
theatres, 

Prior to leaving the vaudeville 
stage Mr, O’Hearn was known 4s 
an Irish comedian. He is survived 
by an only daughter, Patricia 
O’Hearn, playing opposite Glenn 
Hunter in “Behold This Dreamer.” 

Solemn high mass of requiem was 
held at St. Malachy’s Actors’ Chapel. 





EDDIE SHEEHAN 

Eddie Sheehan died of pneumonia 
Dee. 17 at the St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Hoboken, N. J, Judge William J. 
Haniey, of the same city and a 
friend for many years of Mr. Shee- 
han, assumed charge of the arrange- 
ments, shipping the remains to 
Binghamton, N, Y. 

Mr. Sheehan was a member of the 
original Shanley Trio at Shanley’s 
restaurant in New York, a floor act 
with the longest run to its credit 
of any turn in any New York cab- 
aret. The trio were at Shanley’s for 
over five years. Judge Hanley was 
a member of it until taking up a 
law course, 

Following the restaurant engage- 
ment, Mr. Sheehan returned to his 
home town, Binghamton. 





IN MEMORY OF 
My Beloved Wife 


Kate Ehnore Williams 


Who Passed Away Dee. 31, 


SAM WILLIAMS 


1924 


ROBERT GIBNER 


Robert Gibner, 57, basso, for some 
time a member of the Primrose 
Four (“1,000 lbs. of Harmony”), 
died Monday (Dec. 19) in the 
French Hospital, New York, of a 
complication of diseases, 

Bob Gibner, prior to his connec- 
tion with the Primrose outfit, had 
been with other vaudeville local 
combinations. 

He is survived by his widow. The 
remains were taken to Campbell's 
undertaking parlors, where services 
were held today, with interment in 
the Elks’ plot in Kensico cemetery. 





ROMAINE FIELDING 


Romaine Fielding, 45, screen and 
stage actor, died in the Hollywood 
Hospital, Los Angeles, Dec. 16, from 
a clot on the brain due to an infect- 
ed tooth, 

, Fielding was very popular on the 
screen 14 years ago. He and Mary 
.| Pickford were voted the most pop- 
viar players on the screen. He ap- 
peared since that time in a number 
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of pictures, playing character leads. 
His widow, Naomi Fielding, and 
| three sons, survive. 








DON MITCHELL 
Don Mitchell, 33, for the last year 


| assistant sales director (Western 
Division) for Universal Film Ex- 
changes, died suddenly Dec. 11 at 
the Dante Sanitarium, San Fran- 
cisco, of heart trouble. Mitchell 
one of the best known film exchange 
executives on the Pacific Coast, had 
| been ailing for some time It was 
Ip. until the day proceding his 
|} death that he was forced to his | 
| bed. 


Mitchell started with Universal] at 
| 19, For the last three years prior 
, to becoming assistant in the West- 
ern sales division, he wags branch 
manager at Los Angeles. 

| A wife, who is now visiting in 
Honolulu, survives. 





ROY BRIANT 


Roy Briant, 89, title writer, em- 
ployed by Paramount, died at his 
home in Hollywood, Dee. 16, of heart 
disease after six months’ illness. 
Prior to coming to the coast Briant 
was employed at the Paramount, 
Long Island, Studios, as a scenarist 
and title writer. Briant was also a 
writer of vaudeville material. He is 


who gave up a part In a New York 
play when she learned of his illness 
to go to his beside. 





DAVID M. FITZGIBBONS 


David M. Fitzgibbons, 58, concert 
pianist and organist, died Dec. 16 
in the Peter Bent hospital, Boston. 

In 1886 he started his stage career 
as @& concert organist at Keith's 
talety, Boston. At that time Fitz- 
gibbons played the show music as 
the house did not boast of an or- 
chestra. 

Later he went on tour of the K-A 
circuit as a concert planist and 
prior to 1916 went abroad and play- 
ed for about eight years in Enc- 
land. Upon his return to the states 
he resumed his musica] connections 
with the Keith-Albee interests, 





ALBERT PARR 

Albert Parr, 56, starred in “Robin 
Hood,” “Yankee Consul,” “Prince of 
Pilsen,” and several others 20 years 
ago, died here at his residence, 1432 
Girard street n. w., Dec. 15. 

Retiring from the stage six years 
ago with his wife, Estelle Wenth- 
worth, he was conducting a music 


studio as a singing and dramatic 
coach, 


He is survived by his widow. 





W. M. Smith, father of Bertha 
Julian, died in Beardston, Ill., Nov. 
30, of heart disease, 





The mother of John McCabe, en 
route with an “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
company, died Dec. 6 in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., of heart failure. 

Her death was hastened by the 
shock of the sudden death of her 
son-in-law, Charles Bristol, three 
weeks before, 





The father, 69, of Hal Jerome, 
(Jerome and Gray) vaudeville, died 
Dec. 16 in Los Angeles. 





Bridget Nash O'Connor, 80, writer, 
died at her home in Hollywood, 
| Calif., Dec. 12. Mrs. O’Connor came 

to California from Minnesota after 
the Civil War from where she con- 
tributed to newspapers and maga- 
zines. Six children survive. 

Two daughters are Mary O’Con- 
nor, ecenario writer, and Loyola, 
| stage and screen actress. Inter- 
ment In Hollywood cemetery Dec. 15. 





Robert E. Buckley, 54, once a 
widely known athlete and a battery 
mate of Charles J. Russell, now with 
| Sousa’s band, died recently at his 
|}home in Pittsfield, Mass. He suf- 
fered an injury to his spine in a 
football game some years ago and 
never fully recovered. 








The grandmother, 87, of Marjorie 
Rambeau, stage actress, died Dec. 
14 at her Concord ranch, near Pied- 
mont, Calif. She had been a resi- 
dent of California for 60 years. 
Meanwhile, Miss Rambeau had “dis- 
appeared” in Los Angeles, where she 
is rehearsing in “The Vortex,” and 
lall efforts to locate her in time for 
the funeral proved futile. 





John M. Ward, 69, for 20 years 
;Los Angeles correspondent for the 
San Francisco Recorder, died tn Los 
Angeles, Dec, 16. His widow sur- 
vives. 


N. Y. NO. 1 DEATHS 
Wilkie Collins, 58, property man, 
member of New York Theatrical 
Protective Union No. 1, employed 
at the Proadhurst theatre, N. Y., 
toppled over dead from heart fail- 





survived by his widow, Nila Mack, | 
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BIG CIRCUS FIRM READY TO 


TAKE OVER FAIR BOOKINGS 





Owners of 5 Circuses Prepared to Give Midway and 


Grandstand Shows on Parks or Fair Grounds— 


| Mugivan, Ballard & Bowers, Circus Concern 


— 





| Towa Fair Tops U. S.; 
430,176 Paid at Gate 


Des Moines, Iowa, Dee. 20. 
A net profit of $68,293.71, the third 


Iowa state fair in any one year, was 
made by the 1927 exposition, A. R. 
Corey, secretary, reported to the 
State Agricultural convention here 
this week, 

With its attendance of 430.176. the 
| Jargest ever recorded at an Iowa 
|state fair, the exposition ranked 
|first in the lU'nited States in total 
paid admissions, and also ranked 
first In total premiums paid to ex- 
| hibitors. Erection of the new 
grandstand and education building, 
along with other improvements, 
| placed the fair first in the United 
States in the amount expended for 
improvements during the year. 








$100,000 Celebration 


Rochester, Dec. 20. 

The State Legislature will be 
asked for $100,000 to supplement 
funds to be raised in Central New 
York for a monster celebration of 
the sesqui-centennial of the winning 
of up-state New York Indians wars 
by General Sullivan and his col- 
onials, the Finger Lakes’ Assocli- 
ation decided last week. 

The sesqui will be held at various 
points in the region in 1929. New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and the New 
England States will be asked to 
join. 





Carnival Crash Verdicts 


Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 

Verdicts totalling $2,550 were re- 
turned in Twin City courts against 
the Carson & Lachman Carnivals 
as a result of a Ferris wheel crash 
last summer. Priscilla Stelmaszew- 
ski, who sued for $10,000, was given 
a verdict of $1,175, and Stanley 
Pehoski and 8S. Marzinsky received 
$750 and $650. 

_Other actions tnvolving $7,000, 
were settled out of court. The city 
compelled the carnival to close after 
the accident and the city council 
passed an ordinance which virtually 
prohibits any more carnivals from 
showing here. 





Phillips Heads lowa Fairmen 
Des Moines, Dec. 20. 
Dr. E. A. Phillips of Maquoketa, 
Iowa, was elected president of the 
Fair Managers’ Association of Iowa, 
which concluded its 20th annual 
convention here this week. 





ure as he sat on a bench backstage 
of the Broadhurst, Dec. 9. Inter- 
ment in Kensico cemetery. 

William Bredder, 69, stage hand, 
for some time employed at the 
Century, N. Y., died in Roosevelt 
Hospital Nov. 23, from injuries re- 
ceived by being run down by a 
|truck in Columbus Circle. 

Henry Scheddel, 70, carpenter, a 
charter member of No. 1, died Dec. 
11 of a complication of diseases. 
Had been employed at the Metro- 
politan O. H., New York, for years. 
Daughter survives, 

Charles Ross, 70, property man, 
for several years working at the 
Met O, H., New York, died Dec, 4 
of complication of diseases, Sur- 
vived by daughter. 


1. A. DEATHS 
Recent deaths reported on L A. 





rosters: Jesse Biggs, Local 64, 
Wheeling, West Va.; M. Holt, 284, 
Wilmington, Del.; George J. 
Kalushe, 154, Seattle; William 


Kelly, 23, Providence. 
Deaths Abroad 
Paris, Dee. 12. 
Raymond Spire, 36, owner Grand 
Tavern concert, Rheims, France. 
Albert Jallon, French picture ex- 
hibitor. 
Albert Clemenceau, 
| journalist, lawyer and 


| Georges Clemenceau, famous French 
BlatesmAn, 








61 French 
brother 





of 


- 
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largest sum ever realized from the | 
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What may develop into new 
phase of the park and fair busi- 
ness, especially affecting the grand 
stands at large state fairs is the in- 
tention of the American Circus 
Corporation (Mugivan, Ballard & 
Bowers, owners of Sells-Floto, 
Hagenbach-Wallace, Yankee Rob- 
inson, John Robinson and Buffalo 
Bill circuses) to send salesmen to 
meetings of state and county fairs, 
with a brand new list of attractions, 

For many years fairs and parks 
have been looking for novelties for 
their mid-ways and grand stands. 
In many cases fair agencies have 
had to buy and rent wild animals 
and sensational stunts from cir- 
cuses. With the American Circus 
Corporation going in that fleld they 
will not only cut that source off 
from the fair agencies but will cut 
into the fair agency's general busi- 
ness, 

The circus people look already 
cinched for the Aurora (IIL) State 
Fair, Topeka (Kans.) Fair, Sioux 
City (la.) Fair, Des Moines and a 
possibility of securing the Indian- 
apolis and Louisville fairs. They 
have sold an entire circus before 
the grand stand for $25,000, in- 
cluding aerial acts, troupes of acro- 
bats and a wild animal display— 
elephants, horses, lions, tigers, seala, 
ete, 

Beside this, the American Circus 
Corporation is ready to handle the 
entire mid-way with all concese 
sions. It is sald the corporation 
has a duplicate number of acts for 
each of its circuses and are plenti- 
fully supplied with performers’ 
contracts. 

J. C. MacCaffery, who put the 
Western Vaudeville Managers’ As- 
sociation’s Fair Department back 
on the map and is at present gen- 
eral manager for the Rubin & Gru- 
berg shows, has been approached ta 
handle the gales end and promo- 
tion of the American Circus Corpo< 
ration to the state fair representa- 
tives, 


7 
Candy Gyp Fined $20 
Des Moines, Dec. 20. 

Robert Alvord, local manager for 
Jacobs Brothers Concession Come 
pany, was fined $20 and costs in 
municipal court here last week for 
misrepresentating the weight of 
candy. 

Investigation was made by @ 
state agent who purchased two 
boxes of candy from the concession 
company’s agents at the Garrick 
theatre here. The inspection by the 
state chemist showed the boxes to 
contain less than four ounces of 
candy each, represented to contain 
one-half pound, 


Anti-Chance Crusade 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 

Chief of Police Lawrence, of Bel- 
videre, [lL, has issued a general 
warning that all gambling devices, 
inclusive of punch boards, will be 
destroyed and the operators prose- 
cuted. This is a part of the preva- 
lent campaign against gambling in 
Boone county. 

In the recent case of Emil Fran- 
clone, owner of the Poplar Grove 
cafe, Rockford, Francoine was fined 
$100 for running a slot machine, 


SLOT MACHINE TROUBLE 
Alhambra, Cal., Dec. 20. 

Effort is being made to get rid 
of slot machines in this town, a 
suburb of Los Angeles. Venders of 
the machines have protested on the 
ground of being within the law by 
putting cards on the machines state 
ing checks are not redeemable. 

The argument involves a section 
of a city ordinance. 

Chief of Police Spencer awaits @ 
ruling on the matter by City Attor- 
ney Emmett Tompins before taking 
action. 














SYCAMORE WINTER FAIR DATE 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 
The annual Sycamore Mid-Winter 
Fair, Sycamore, UL, will be staged 
Feb. 7-10 The town of Sycamore 
has less than 6,000 inhabitants, but 


draws from a large radius and usuale 
10,000 to the fair. 























VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 21, 1997 








ee 
ae 








ee 








Phones: 





VARIETY’S CHICAGO OFFICE 


HAL HALPERIN in Charge 
Woods Bldg., Suite 604 
Central 0644-4401 





HICAGO 


Chicago. it 


List. 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Chicago Office for intormation. 
be addressed care 


forwarded or advertised in Variety’s Letter 


———e 


Mail ma 
Variety, Woods Bldg. 


will be held subject to call, 

















Good bill at the Palace this week. 
Ran a trifile long the first show, of- 
fering many opportunities for slic 
ing. Also handicapped by four full 
stage acts, three grouped in the 
first part and necessitating deucing | « 
with a band turn, 

Don Bestor’s.orchestra was early, 


; m nd following | experience, but material lacking. he said, “and every man : 
=o. = gemnewtnt yet “Gates of America,” full stage | around this table knows, that you! | ong A ees ene Ry 
ture a spot for a band. Notwith- |hokum comedy skit, special set and | Would not dare to attempt to close P : ’ ' 


standing Bestor has routined a mu- 
gical concoction that never loses 
speed. He has a band of nine men 
and a pianiste, in addition to an 
unnamed little girl who wows with 
an eccentric toe number. One or 
two more novelty numbers and an- 
other specialist would make this 
band act a good film house unit. 

Bestor’s announcing and manner-« 
ftsms are for vaudeville only un- 
less his present style was framed 
exclusively for vaude, 

Carlton Emmy's pups were a fast 
bill starter as usual. Gaston Pal- 
mer, who constantly muffs on the 
frog dialect, or seems to, delighted 
in number three, though - would 
have been more fortunate in the 
erchestra’s place. But full stagers 
on each side of him prevented an 
earlier start. Tricks effective but 


On too long. 
Al Shean and Lynn Canter, 
fourth, in a Billy Wells skit very 


suggestive of a stock burlesque 
table scene, going great guns from 
opening until the last few moments, 
then ending with a sudden mean- 
ingless walk-off. The pair dished 
out a couple of Gallagher and 
Shean parodies, very smutty of con- 
text, to save themselves and their 
act, also to permit dressing of Helen 
MackKellar’s full stage piece, the 
third of the period and the second 
in succession. This condensed ver- 
sion of Elliott Lester’s “The Mud 
Turtle” is a gripping vaudeville act 
and satisfactory for once-around 
anywhere. Closed the first half. 

Announcement of the Christmas 
week show very much Santa Clausy 
if there is a Santy—made during 
intermish. 

Irene Bordoni, with an entirely 
changed routine since her last stop- 
off at the Palace, was the bill’s best 
bet. The French girl and her mil- 
lion dollar gams changed costumes 
thrice. The first outfit gave the 
wearer an unqualified stout appear- 
ance, but the next pair of gowns 
changed everyone’s mind. Miss 
Bordoni came on late and stayed 
later, causing Barto and Mann, next 
to closing, to stand for countless 
walk-outs, This was the first 
cross-fire comedy number in the 
bill and might have been more ad- 
vantogeous if further down The 
Le Rays, aerialists, closed okay. 

Business better than usual. 











straights to man’s attempted com- 
edy. 


five people, pepped things up some- 
whe it for the snoring bookers. 
spite of being a pleaser, this act is 
limited to certain vaude houses sof 
the intermediate or lesser type, 
nothing. Wop delivery of the lead, 
as Eyetalianish as possible with the 
action all 
bureau, and pleasing, though trans- 
parent. 


cialties. The act is obviously a take- 


looked fairly good in the closer, the | fire and police by Ald. John Toman, 
American's last half revealed little. | « 
Thomas and Kent form a depend-/e 
able triple 


and trampoline turn 
mixed two-act/}1 
Woman 


-bar 
Warren and Inman, 
ym second and flopped. 


Style of both denotes plenty of 


< 


In 
or 
naturalization 


in the 


as an expert on fire prevention, but 


Toman was violent In his outbursts 
against Goodrich, “You know, com- 
missioner,” 


that theatre at that time. If you 
had made any such move you would 
have had 60 poliicians on your 
neck.” 


U. J. Sport Herman of the Cort the- 
atre 
Show Association, asserts that prac- 
tically all exhibitors booths are sold 


< 
lefender of Plant. The latter, an 
ngineer, has a national reputation 


s reported objectionable to the fire 
iepaitment as a civilian. Ald. 





G. Clayton Irwin, co-director with 


in the Radio Manufacturers’ 





ton 
Worth Players. 


moves 
Muncie (Ind.) Sunday, 


stock Jan 2. 


in Winona (Minn.) Jan. 23. 


getting acts and pictures for his 


“ago, Saturday and left for Hous- 
to play leads in the Lewis 
Bennett agency. 





Rex Smelgrove’s stock company 
from Richmond (Ind.) to 








Christy Allbright opens his rep 





A. Siegfried was here last week 


Bijou, Decatur, IL. 





Billy Clifford, formerly a depart- 





Evans and Sidney should be fun- 
nier. Just another two-man hokey- 
pokey, though perfect for the cir- 
cuit. 

Tunes and Strings, five girls and 
a man, closed the show. Appar- 
ently a new one. All play violins, 
singly and in concert, besides spe- 


off on the Mildred Andre company 
and might be deliberate, as Mildred 
recently entered the production 
field. If so, she has formed a nice 
little act that should develop with 
proper tune-up. If not, she has a 
legit squawk. Opening by two girls 
with fiddles, one of those question- 
able “sister” teams, and well done. 
Later on the same pair murder a 
song, a number that should be im- 
mediately amputated. The bédy, vio- 
linist, working both as comic and 
straight, plus a neat appearance, 
and a girl who high kicks, besides 
fiddling, feature the act. The girl 
looks inexperienced enough for all 











her ability and in need of expert 
coaching for her slow motion kick- 
ing. She has an abundance of basic 
talent. 

As usual, half the American au- 
dience composed of independent 
agents and others not so independ- 
ent. The la.ter in the majority 
notwiths:anding it was their show. 
“Mockery,” the picture. 





A slim house at the Congress, 
mostly kids, although business 
picked up at the start of the second 
show. Mowatt and Hardy start 
things out with some songs that 
hardly hit the O row, and follow up 
with a bit of confusing juggling of 
miniature sombreros. They pass 
indian clubs in snappy fashion. 

Lyle and Virginia do the deuce 
with songs that just ain’t. The man 
is a good whistler and the girl one 
of those tight-skirted jakie country 
lassies with squeaky shoes and a 
similar voice. They close nicely 
enough with clarinets, banjo-ukes, 
mouth organs and improvised in- 
struments. 

Lucille Sisters, two cute kids, do 
a mean trey with a new slant on the 














Outside of a novel flash that 
When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 

WOODS Now Playing to Capacity in 


the 3 Largest Cities of the} 
World—Chicago, New York, London 


Presents His O 
Vincent Youmans Musical Cc Same dy’ | 


HIT the DECK 


With QUEENIE SMITH, CHAS. PUR- 
CELL and TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


{“walk home” business. Two good 
lencores, one in which they use a 
|prop Ford and make their entrance 
sitting on its roof. The next is a 
neat take-off on the Duncan Sisters. 

Barron and Bennett, Hebe and 
straicht, next to closing, with some 
good comedy hoke talk, but too 
drawn out. Closed with dancing 
j and singing, with no results. 

“On Tour” closes as a fair flash 
| act several special drops, some fair 
dancing and a silhouette stunt, quite 
nifty, although the drop looks like a 
i sheet hung up for a magic lantern 
show and the spot is poorly set. 
They get a few laughs and a little 











SELWYN THURS. SAT. 


JED HARRIS Presents 
World Famous Drama of the 
Cabarets 


BROADWAY 


By PHILLIP DUNNING and 
GEORGE ABBOTT 


the 


applause, but need a bit of finishing. 
P. dD. C's “Wreck of the Hes- 
perus” feature, 





As a result of nis testimony on 


the side of factions that wish to 
oust John Plant, civilian head of 
the fire prevention bureau, Fire 


Commissioner A. W. Goodrich is ac- 
cused of neglecting to turn in a 
report of alleged fire prevention 





8AM H. HARRIS Mats. Wed., Sat. 


ma GILBERT MILLER eresencs my” 


“HOLBROOK. = 


Ks 





The Play'r The Thing 


A Solid Season in New York 


intations by a Loop theatre. The 
identity of the theatre was not 
divulged by the officials concerned. 
Commissioner Goodrich, Chief 
Corrivan, ard others are press'ng 
charges against Plant in an effort 
to transfer the bureau job to a de- 
partment man, Assistant Chief John 
Touhey. 

The charge of failure to perform 
duty against Commissioner Good- 
rich was made openly at the hear- 











ing before the committee on school, 








CORNER CLARK AND H 
300 Rooms—All w 
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WACKER HOTEL 


Single, Rates NOW OPEN Double Rates 
$12 a Week BRAND NEW $14 a Week 
and up Luxuriously Furnished ans «© 


This ultra-modern Hotel is but five minutes’ 
atres. A comfortable home at moderate rates for discriminating show people. 


Personal Supervision of Mr. Thomas 
PHONE 8U 


URON STREETS, CHICAGO 


ith Tub and Shower 














walk from the Loop and all the- 


L. CONVINCE YOU! 


Hennessey, Owner-Manager 
PERIOR 1386 


Ali matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 
otherwise indicated. - 
The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 
follows and on pages: 
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out a year ahead for both the New 
York and Chicago radio shows. 





Earl F. Dobler, formerly with Fox 
exploitation offices, is in Chicago; 
was at one time manager of the Col- 
lege Inn show at the Hotel Sher- 
man. Hé is now booking at the 
Christmas desk of the National 
Booking Offices. 





Members of the Chicago Comedy 
Club presented Chief of Police 
Michael Hughes with a solid gold 
membership card in the Comedy 
Club at a recent club festival given 
in his honor. 

Spider’s Web, performer’s club in 
the Hotel Claridge basement, cater- 
ing to the younger set, is reported 
as doing nicely enough. The entire 
cast of “A Night in Spain” visited 
the club recently to participate in 
a special affair staged in its behalf. 
Billy Gray, Gray and White, is mas- 
ter of ceremonies. Club is run on 
the cafe order, various members be- 
ing called from their tables from 
time to time for entertainment. A 





Dave Davidson, publicity and ex- 
poitation man ‘with the Ascher 
Brothers theatres is establishing 
quite a reputation in local circles. 
He is doing his share to put Ascher’s 
Sheridan on the map, with 108 allied 


ment head of the National Booking 
Offices, has opened an office. 





Edward Marsh, lately of the de- 
funct Independent Fair Booking 
Exchange, has joined the Ethel Rob- 
inson fair booking agency. 





George Givot, college comedian, 
opened Dec. 18 at the Allen, Cleve- 
land. Givot has 15 weeks of Fox 
time to follow. 





Carl Lesserman (First National) 
was recently elected treasurer Chi- 
cago film board of trade and Car] 
Hardhill (Columbia) to the board of 
directors. 





Great States’ Orpheum theatre 
Waukegan, Iil., has’ transferred 
bookings from the Ass’n to the Billy 
Diamond office. 





Vic Weinberg has originated a 
new dance styled the “Chistep,” 
which Jean Yoder is using at the 
Frolics, 





Will Ruppert, former Chicago 
theatre treasurer, after twelve years 
in New York, has returned to join 
Ernie Young. 





The film arbitration board of Chi- 





drug stores pushing a Verne Buck 
sundae and the B. & G. Sandwich 
shope a Verne Buck sandwich. 





Ethel Robinson, of the Robinson 
Fair Attractions, is compiling a new 
catalog. 





Bun Barry, publicity director for 
the Benson Orchestras, is publishing 
a ‘small leaflet called “The Dance 
Program” for free distribution. 





Two new Benson orchestras are 
the Globe Trotters and the Checky 
Peppers, 





Winona Flaven, formerly “Moth 
Miller” of the Chicago “Herald and 
Examiner,” and recently of “The 
Silver Screen,” fan paper of the Na- 
tional Playhouses, is now handling 
publicity and exploitation at Lawn- 
dale theatre. 





Forsythe and Kelly, formerly of 
vaude and now playing full-salaried 
picture house weeks around Chi- 
cago, open an Interstate Circuit 
route Jan, 2 at Tulsa, 





Billy Weinberg, Chicago booker, 
started what may pan~-out to be a 
regular Wednesday night frolic at 
the Drake theatre. Last week he 
placed five acts and Monty Brooks 
as M. C. in the house 





Sam Kauffman, M. CG at the 
Lawndale theatre, has been given 
his notice. Future plans of the 
house are unknown. 





Cook Theatre Co., of Grand Island 
(Neb.) will .open the Island the- 
atre of that town with stock New 
Year’s day. G. W. Silliman, stage 
director. 





Jack Sutherland opened the Lib- 
erty, Bartlesville (Okla.) with stock 
Saturday. 





Nancy Duncan and Foster Wii- 


cago will consider 75 cases at its 
regular weekly meeting Dec. 22, the 
langest number ever arbitrated at 
one session. 





Patricia Lynch has been ap- 
pointed secretary for the Indian- 
apolis film board of trade, 





Elmer Pierson (Pathe) has been 
in Chicago for the past week in- 
specting the Chicago office. 


HOUSTON 


Metropolitan—"“Her Wild Oat.” 
Kirby—“The Valley of the Giants.” 
Queen—“Honeymoon Hate.” 
Majestic—Vaudeville-pictures. 
Palace—“Pigs” (Mackin stock). 
Loew’s State — Vaudeville-pic- 
tures, 








Nancy Duncan and Foster Wil!- 
liams have replaced Gene Lewis 
and Helene Millard at the Palace 
theatre (stock). Lewis and Miss 
Millard return to the Palace stock, 
San Antonio, Jan. 1. 





“Banjomanis” stage show, Met- 





ropolitan last week, served to 


é , in- 
troduce Ted Claire, new directo: of 
the Metropolitan orchestra. © laire 
replaces Paul Spor, now direc ting a 


kublix orchestra at Des Moines. 





Majestic last week admitted chil. 
dren under 15 years free 

brought a toy for a poor cl 
press stunt for Master Jay. 


if they 
lild,. A 





The John Francis Shows opened 
Dec. 9 after being closed several 
days because of rain. 





Director Lloyd Finlay has re. 
turned to the pit at the Majestic 
theatre. 





DALLAS 


Palace (Publix)—‘“The Gorilla”; 
stage, Art Landry and orchestra 
with “Joy Bells.” 


Majestic (Interstate)—“Pajamas”; 
stage, Dailey Paskman’s Radio Min. 
strels. 

Melba (Loew's)—“College”: 
Odiva and her seals. 

Circle (stock) —M. and D. Players 
in “Not So Fast.” 

Old Mill (Saenger)—“The College 
Widow.” 

Capitol—The Thirteenth Juror.” 
Pantages (tab) — Buddy Morgan 
and Revue, 

Arcadia (Dent)—Vitaphone. 


stage, 





La Mariquita and her Castilians, 
local all-girl orchestra, set a new 
record for concert bands here when 
they are finishing a solid year's 
a. in the cafeteria of the Baker 
otel. 


Louis P. Head, Jr., a Dallas 
youngster, is probably the youngest 
show critic in the southwest, as re- 
sult of his recent promotion from 
copy boy to assistant of M. John 
Rosenfield, Jr., dramatic editor of 
the Dallas News. Head is only 18. 








George Kay (Kay, Hamlin and 
Kay) touring Loew's time at the 
present, quit the troupe in Evans- 
ville, Ind., and returned to settle 
down in Dalilas. His wife, Hazel 
Boyer, is director of the Castilians, 
girl orchestra. Kay and his brother 
had the act for more than 18 years, 





MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms and baths 




















EUGENE COX 


SCENERY 


1734 Ogden Avenue 


CHICAGO 
Phone SEELEY 8801 


STONE and HAYES 








RATE REDUCTION — 


Single Rooms $8.00 and $9.00 
Double Rooms $10.50 and $12.00 


VAN BUREN HOTEL 


159 W., VAN BUREN ST. CHICAGO 
Phone Harrison 0254 











KRETLOW 


The only Chicago dancing master 
who has trained and produced Broad- 
way sucesses, such as “Smilin’ Thru,” 
“Passing Show,” etc, 

NOW IN A POSITION TO TRAIN 
AND S*]PPLY UNITS FOR PIC- 
TURE HOUSE PRESENTATIONS. 





1101 Capitol Building, Chicago 
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SCENERY 


DYE SCENERY, VELOUR CURTAINS 
R. WESTCOTT KING STUDIOS 








2215 W. Van Buren 8t., Chicage 
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L_ RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 


=o=2The FROLICQ=—= 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAFE IN THE WORLD 


48 Bast 224 Street (opposite “L” station), Chicago, IM. 
The Mendezvous of the Theatrical! Stars 
CIVIC AND POLITICAL CELEBRITIES 
ALPH GALLET, Manager 





Phone CALUMET 3399 
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Single Room weet Peas 
Single Room with Bath ......... 
Twi Beds without oath oeoecocseeseces 


Running water in all rooms 


516 N. CLARK STREET 

















liams closed at the National, Chi- 





ST. REGIS HOTEL a announces NEW RATE REDUCT 0N 


Within walking distance of the loop 


Double Room without Bath 
Double Room with Bath 
Twin Beds with Bath 


Coaveniently located to all erm rain 


we eeeeee 


Phone—Superior 1322 
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ACCESSORIES 
MISS BELL 


THEATRICAL OUTFITTER 
c/o SMITH & SMITH 
1609 Broadway 


wanna 8545 
S. MICHEL 
-Made Lingerie and ys ligeee 
ee ’e—Inexpensive—Original 
Special Sizes Made-to-Order 
kecher Building 


Hee 
3g West 56th St. circle 5339 


KOSEBUD SHOPS 


“Stores Everywhere” 
Lingerie ra Length Hose Gloves 
Rehearsal ~ ore = ~ ee ag 
Present this ad an ne y 
a a 


1587 Broadway — (48th 8t.) 
~~ BEADED DRESSES 


pREATRICAL © COSTUMES Repaired and Re- 
modeled. Latest models and expert work 

OFF a with Milgrin) 

. Ashland 2256 














ON 
ok Fifth Ave. (33d St.) 


The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 
Anything in Rhinestones 
Also hy ¥ Nee for Setting 
penal West 46th 8 . ae bhhe 











Hairdressing Parlors 
Hair Dyeing 


(Next Door to Brooks) 
1439 Broadway (40th St.) 


CLEANERS 


MISCH 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Cailed for and Delivered 
225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 3892 


——— 
COSTUMES 
-- EAVES COSTUME CO. 


Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
1106 West neo ) Staest 


DRA PERIES 


L WEISS & SONS 
Curtains — Buagestes — Furniture 
ANY REQUIREMENT 
568 W. 43rd St. Lack 1628-30 


OTTO MEERS 


iy FOR AUDITORIUMS 
age Curtains and Cycloramas 
ne East 59th St. Regent 4283 


NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 
Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
= West 4ist St. Lack. 9233 
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DESIGNERS 


—————ee 


CARMINE VITOLO 


Art Director 
PUBLIX THEATRE STUDIOS 


~—"—~ 








WATSON BARRATT 

ART DIRECTOR AND DESIGNER 
of 

SHUBERT PRODUCTIONS» 


FABRICS 


— — tts Pt 


DAZIAN’S. INC. 


THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 
142-144 Weet Forty-Fourth Street 


MAHARAM TEXTILE C0O., Inc. 














Edwards Electrical Constru’n Co. 


of 
Grand Central Terminal, 


Motion Picture Studies and Laboratories 


Theatres, 


LIGHTS | 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 
“A LIGHT FOR 
pe EVERY PURPOSE” 
A\\SSS4-340 W. 44th St. 


\ 








Specialists in 
Theatre Lighting and Electrical 
Equipment : 
The largest, most capable and best 
equipped cognate tion for this ciass 
work 


E-J Electric Installation Co. 


Flectrical Construction in Theatres, 


References: 

Paramount-Famous Players, Wm. Fox 

Loew's Inc., and B. 8S. Moss 
Theatres 

155 East 44th St. Murray Hill 6979 





Unusual 
SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 





from eur ewn mills. Bryant 2511 
107 W. asth St. p. Friars’ Clab 
MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 


THEATRICAL FABRICS 
Silke—Tinsels—Plushes 








156 W. 45th St. Bry. 7372-5234 
FLORISTS 


Moving clouds. water ripples, ocean waves, fall- 
ing snow, rain, fire, 


DUWICO 
“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 

303 West 4ist St. Penn, 2450-1590 


CHARLES 1. NEWTON 





birds 

Stereopticons, Sciopticona, Spotlights 
244 West lith Street, New York 
Tel. Chelsea 2171 All Hours 


lightning, butterflies, 








Say luth : 
The Apprepsiote Gift 


A. WARENDORFF, INC 
Hotel Astor Lack. 


FOOTWEAR 
BEN AND SALLY 


Theatrical Footwear 
“Noi-z-less” and “Perfect” 
Toe and Ballet Slippers 
__ 244 4 West 424 St. Wis (0548 


GOWNS BOUGHT : 
MME. NAFTAL 


Established over 35 Years 

We buy and sell slightly used evening 
and street dresses, wraps, furs, etc. 
We aiso rent to professionals & amateurs 
69 West 45th Street Bryant 0670 




















STAGE HARDWARE 


—_— ——— 


J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 








STAGE RIGGIN 4 


or 


oer Oe er ee err 


PETER CLARK, INC, 


Steel and Asbestos Curtains 
Counterweight Systems 
Orehestra, Organ Elevator and Stage Traps 


_ 534 West 30th St. Chichering 6241 


THEA TRE EQUIPMENT 


See 


Carrier. Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 
Alr Conditioning Refrigeration 

Automatically Controlled 
39 Cortlandt St. Rector S041 





— roe 





- JEWELRY 
1543-4 BRYANT 


E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


LOANS ON DIAMONDS, JEWELRY 
Musical Instruments, Clothing 

All Kinds of Personal Property 
Liberal Loans on Furs While in Storage 
PAUL KASKEL & SON 

® Columbus Ave. ccctens hanes ) om. 166s-8 














EVERYTHING IN DRAPES 


for Motion Pictures and Theatres 


National Theatre Supply Co. 
1560 Broadway Bry. 2480 


VOLLAND SCENIC STUDIOS, INC. 
Draperies Scenery Rigging 
For Stages and Auditoriums 

New York® Office 


1900 Paramount Bldg. 


a TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 
Manufacturers and Designers 
Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 
27-33 West 23d St. 
DESIGNERS 
JOHN WENGER 


Art aes ~ i Deltenes of N. Y¥. 
oductions and 





Long. 7007 
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mezton PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 


Sth Ave. Colambus 4569 


PAUL SHELVING. 


Art Director and Designer 





0 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
Covent Garden, England 


MOVIE CAMERAS 


Take Personal Movies with Filme 


Full particulars at 
Movie Camera Headquarter 


WILLOUGHBY’S 
West 32d St. -  - 


PROPERT IES 
The William Bradley Studios 


318 W. 43rd 8t. Longacre 9320-9321 
Furniture, all makes and periods 
Properties of every description 
for stage and motion picture use 
Everything or ite whereabouts 








N. ¥. 


110 











Wittenmeier Machinery Co. 
Manvfacturers of 
BEFRIGERATING APPARATUS 
Air Conditioning Apparatus 
850-860 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicago, Ml. 
30 Church St., New York 


CHARLES J. WEINSTEIN CO. 


Importers and Makers of 
Crystal Chandeliers 
Specializing in 

Theatre Lighting 
2 West 47th St. 

















MANUSCRIPTS SCHOOLS 
—_—~_—Sew OS eres reer on ee —— Ss 
ACTING PLAYS | American Acacemy of Dramatic Arte 
| The teading institution for Dramatic and 
ea ville Jokes and” Sketches. Expressional Training in America 


ideas for Entertainm: 4 
DRAMATIC Pt BL. ISHING co. 
542A 8. Dearborn St. Chicago 





SAMUEL FRENCH 
Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishere in the World 
T. R. Edwardes, Managing Director 





25 West 45th St.. NEW YORK, N. ¥. 
TYPING 
Manvuaecripts, plays, press notices 


Typed by an expert 
“Abie’s friesh Rose,” “Broadway” 
Plays read, criticized and marketed 
CARRIE FUNK KOCH 
Broadway Bryant 8827 


PIANOS 


“PUSH AROUND” 1 PIANOS 
Kewpie Grands Baby Uprights 
for Vaudeville and Night Clubs 
Furnished Ziegfeld Follies, 
Paul Whiteman, ete 
KRAMER PIANO CO. 

254 West 47th St. Chick. 3178 


_1482 

















BALDWIN PIANO CO. 


The Official Piano in 30 Theatres and 
in Thousands of Homes 
Uprights, Granda, Players and 
Reproducing Pianos 
20 East Sith St. Plaza 186 


_ SCENIC CONSTRUCTION 
FRANK DWYER, ‘Ine. 


RUILDERS OF SCENERY 
542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 


SCENERY 


ce tage cet 


R. Ww. BERGMAN STUDIO 
N. ¥. PRODUCTIONS 
142 West 39th St, Wisconsin 5549 


SCHAFFNER & SWEET, INC. 


VAUDEVILLE and PRODUCTIONS 
PDRAPES and SCENERY 


451 First Ave. (26th St.) Lex. @789 


CLEON THROCKMORTON, Inc. 


STUDIO 
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T. C. Shiel, Bus Mer. 
DESIGNING—BUILDING—PAINTING 
102 West 3d St. Spring 38067 


Stage Settings Designed and 
From the Script to the Curtain 


NEW ADD 
348 West 40th 8t. PENN 7826 








Secretary, 


John peoeiae Aadeanens Robert Milton 


A Professt 


Winter Term beacias Jan. 16 
Free catalog describes all courses 
195 esemteniaccie Hall, New York 


School ef the Theatre and Dance 
nal School for Profesmonals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
Placa 


1278-130 Bast 58th Se. 








. JACK BLUE 


Bupreme Authority on all Character 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Profeesionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and FPancy p ge | 

231 West Slet Street 











PHYSIOC STUDIOS, Inc. 


N. Y. Productions furnished complete 





Specialists in 


Theatre Cooling, Heating and 
Ventilating 
345 West 39th St. 


HEY WO00D-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Puincipel Cities 


_MUSIC. AND MA TERIAL 





E. J. MORTIMER co. 
Theatrical Properties 


Papier Mache Work—and Effects 
Vandeviltle Work Solicited 
430 W. 46th St. ‘Peansyivanta 4208 


PROPERTI ES 
” Theatrical Properties Studio 


Property Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 

Productions Furnished Complete—We Also Feat 

1377 


502 West 44th Street Pena. 











am Deignine—Buiding—Painting 
SIMPLEX and POWER’S 106-108 Coteal Park Seeth” Ci Circle 4618 
PROJECTORS 
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. DE FLESH FLETCHER 
90 Gold Street NEW YORK DESIGNER PAINTER 
scicinitaeaiin jmeninningnnta ony <= ee Bee = Sap 
TYPHOON FAN CO. 701 7th Ave. (47th St.) Bryant 1385 


Longac re 9260 








EVERYTHING IN SCENERY 
for Motion Pictures and Theatres 
National Theatre Supply Co. 
1560 Broadway Bry. 2480 


LEE LASH STUDIOS 
Harry J. Kuckuck, Gen'l. Mer. 
DKAPERIES BCENERY 
Stage Equipment of All Kinds 














MUSIC AND MA TERIAL 





Allegro Music Printing Co., Ine. 
Specialists In Every Branch 
of Music Printing 


316-317 W. 47th St. Longacre 5461 
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RHINESTONES, 


ELLIOT, GREENE & CO., INC. 
CES, JEWELS end BRADS 
Low Prices 

Mad. 8q. 1618 


All Kinds at 
31-33 East 28th St. 





Rhinestones for Costumes 
Also machines for setting the stones 
Jewels-—Bends—S CO. 

NELSON IMPORT CO. 
44 West 37th St. 





J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocadea, 
metal 
mings, 
Opera Hose, 


Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 
Rhinestones, Spangles, Tights, 
etc, for stage costumes 

City 


18-20 East 27th St., New York 





THEATRICAL HATS 
Spanish Sailors, Sombreros, Shakos, 
Valentinos, Beau Prummels, Silk and 

Opera Hate. Manufactured by 


JOHN REINITZ 


1587 mabe Gad (48th Bt.) Tack. 0606 





~ THEA ATRICAL TRUNKS — 





TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 


The standard trunk of the professice 
Fall rave of leather 


LOR’'S 
115 West 45th St. 


CHICAGO 
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BLUMENFIELD’S 


Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 


204 Siate-Lak i © 
Phone Dearbors 1233" 

















DRUMS AND BANJOS 


Send for complete catalogs, specifying 
whether for drum or banjo 
Write LUDWIG & LUDWIG 
1611 Ne. Linceln &t., Chicago 


J. W. FITZPATRICK 


Importer of Diamonds, Watches and 
Jewelry 
Special Discount to the Profession 
210 State-Iake Hide. 
190 N. State St., Chicago 


LENORE SHOP 


Desiguers and Creators of Distinetive 
Apparel for the Profession 
For Street and Stage Wear 
702 Delaware Bl 











1818-1838 Amsterdam Ave. Brad. 4907 





; Music | ——FOR RENT—— 
Writing tn Seenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 
a. “Eamets eye A All Its PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 
ans Be wer” Branches 340 Went dist St. Tack. 9234 
= = (505 Brendwey ceca en —— 


SC HOOLS” 
De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering. Stretching, Tango, 
Walta, French Apache, Bpanish Cartanetos 
Routines and Bookings 
11 West 86th St. Schuyler 9631 











TORONTO 


By G. S. SINCLAIR 

Royal 

ins” (Canadian picture). 
Princess— Dark. 

Empire — “These Charming Peo- 

ple” (stock). 


Victoria—“Bought and Paid For” 
(stock). 


Hip—“The Spotlight”-vaude. 
Loew’s—“Tea for Three”-vaude. 


Pantages — “Fortune 
ude. 


Uptown—“The Last Waltz”-stage 


ow. 
Tivoli—“Honor First.” 


Hart House—‘“Doctor in Spite of 


Himself’ (U. of Toronto). 
Gayety — “Cock - a - Doodle 

(Columbia). 
Palace—Vaude-pictures. 
Runnymede—Vaude- -pictures. 
Capitol—Vaude- pictures. 





For 


Alexandra — “Policing the 


Hunter’’- 


Doo’ 


the first week since Labor 


stock companies are drawing fair 


biz. 


Jean Ford Tolmie, last of the At- 
lantic City “Miss Torontos,” is tour- 
ing the country with her husband, 
H. L. Appleby, in advance of the 
English pantomime, “Aladdin.” 





Jack Leonard, company manager 


Masefield’s “The 
Himself,” direction H. E. Hitchman. 





Alma Snellman, dancer. fs 





with “The High Hat Revue” (Co- 
lumbia), drew a tough *reak Satur- 
day when sitting behind aces. Some- | 


a couple when somebody else hol- 
lered “Fire!” Jack wanted to play 
out the hand, but the rest of the 
gang grabbed their dimes and 
ducked for the exit. 


night owls catching a glimpse of 14 
chorus girls hiking down fire es- 
capes in fluffy duffies, a few hundred 
dollars in damage to the American 
hotel, and a trip to the doctor for 
Margie Catlin, soubret Margie felt 
better quickly. 








Day Toronto has no legit attraction. | the box-office much. 
R meess (Erlanger) is dark and . — . , 
oyal (Shubert) has a picture. Two With the Thiversity of Toronto 


body had just decided to bump him | 


The result of it all was Toronto | 


Publicity in the dailies didn’t he Ip | | 


| tor smash. 
so injured as to be 
ture dancing. 





cutting their amateur plays from 12 Malcolm Facett stock, 


Doctor in Spite of 


suing | 
for $1,500 damages following a mo- 
She says her ankle was | three 
useless for fu- 


| 


| 
} 





36 W. Randolph St., Chicage 
“Say It With Flowers” 


MAX MOTEFF FLORAL CO. 


w veiecele -— Fn 


30 East Rando e, Beem 203 
Phones LX. cGsel don 


THE GREEN GRILL 


COFFEE SHOPS 
Palate Pleasers to the Profession 
178 W. Randolph St., 24 W. Jackson Btvd. 
189 N. State St., Chicago 








| and Arthur 





to 6 at Hart House theatre thej| Allard has left the Keppie stock. 
building is being used. by dramatic 

clubs among the faculties. This} Thugs took the safe from the Al- 
week medical students offer John|hambra (Famous Players), neigh- 


borhood house, Saturday, with $800 
j in it. 

Royal York, new C. P. R. 
under construction, will have 
orchestras. Contracts ca!l for 
the bands to report late in 1928. 


The 
| hotel 


The Canadian National Exhibition 


Sales of subscription books, dis- | will run 15 days rather than 14 in 
appointing from the first, are €-|1998. After 10 years’ monopoly of 
iginning to pep up with the Christ- | the midway, Johnny J. Jones shows 
mas season. Stock companies are /are not coming back 


also putting out reduced rate 
on the first three 


——$_——= 





Querrie will play revivals at 
Three all-British dramatic outfits|the Palace (F. P.). 

are heading this way via Montreal. ee: 
The Brandon Thomas Co will give, Adie Siumiee eamen back te the 
| among other things, harlie’s | Uptown (F. P.) as master of cere 
j Aunt 3 Sir John Martin Harvey will | monies next week. The hand has! 
<> Gaaramawens eee Lonéon | been in the pit four weeks 
troupe will present “Aladdin 





Martha McGraw has 


ideas 
days of the week. 


joined the 


For the 


' 

| annual anniversary week 
} Charlie 

j 

' 


the ? 


' "| 
Wi iarZ ga 


* wa 


fight ever staged in Canada watched 
Ernie Jarvis and Frenchy Belanger 
scrap it out for the flyweight title 
Monday. Gate, about $26,000. 


After closing here Friday Pan- 
tages’ bills will travel from Fred 
Schafer’s house intact to the Pan 
Hamilton, a 40-mile hop. 





“Little Lord Fauntleroy” will be 
the Christmas pantomime of the 
Malcolm Facett stock outfit. 

NEW ENGLAND 

Frank K. Eldridge has become 
manager of the Cumberland and 
Pastime theatres at Brunswick, Me., 


Goodwin. Mr. 
acting manager 


succeeding Joseph M 
Goodwin has been 





since the death of 


about a year 


Harry E. Gustin 


ago 


erly organ- 
Theatre, Bt 
le of the new 
1, Portland, Me 


: 
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VARIETY 
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Wednesday, December 21, 1927 





—" 





ARTHUR UNGAR in 
Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 








VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES OFFICE 





ANGELES 


Bidg., Suite 





i 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Los Angeles Office for information. Mai| 
may be addressed care Variety, Loew’s State 


1221-22, Los Angeles. it wil! be 


held subject to call or forwarded, or adver. 


tised in Variety’s Letter List. 








707 So. Broadway, Trinity 

It appeared that the Orpheum] 
bookers were stuck for at least two) 
strong feature acts to save an | 
otherwise dishwater bill last wee k. | 
Their own immediate ranks being | 
exhausted scouts were forced to)} 
step out and as a result brought in| 
the Florentine Choir, European)! 
church organization now playing | 
concert dates around here, and 


Toney and Norman, who but sev-| 
eral weeks ago and as the feature) 
act, played the Pantages just! 
around the corner. 

The insertion of these two 
bolstered up the show. 

In the Florentine Choir the buy- 
ers have a bargain. According ‘? 
program Frank W. Healy does the 
presenting of what is on paper 50, 


| 
acts | 


but actually only 36 singers, not 
counting Sandro Benelli, conduc- 


tor, and two heralds who remain 
silent. The massive choral body is 
associated with the church of Santa 
Groce in Florence, Italy, and for 
years has been a standard institu- 
tion. 


Despite that a vaude 
may be new the 
acquitted itself with 
reverential honors. 

Wearing the garb of medieva! 
Italy the choristers did not confine 
themselves to sacerdotal numbers, 
but included in a highly entertain- 
ing program heavy and light oper- 
atic selections and native folk 
songs. To Sandro Benelli, director 
of the organization, belongs honor- 
able credit for what effect he 
brought out from the body. There 
were periods when the voices en 
masse took on orchestral tone and 
range, while soloistically it was 
profusely brilliant with individuals. 

Doing fully 35 minutes and clos- 
ing the first half the ecclasiastical 
organization stopped the show com- 
pletely and forced the house cur- 
tain up again for another number. 

Chaney and Fox, holdover, were 
in the trey spot. The dancing 
couple romped through the same 
routines as the previous week, with 
the act in toto remaining un- 
changed. 

Claude and Marion, No. 2, and 
“Still Arguing.” Probably about the 
position this time. Neither seemed 
any too pleased and allowed matters 
to take their course without too 
much effort. 

With the sober strains of the 
church choir still in the air, Yates 
and Lawley, Victor recording song- 
sters, brought back the normal at- 
mosphere with a group of songs 
divided between pop and special. 
The boys clicked right off. 

Choos’ “Spotlight Revue” closed 
and had ‘em sitting for the exit 
march, 

Four Valentinos led off the bill 
with some. sensational acrobatic 
stuff delivered in topnotch style. 

Biz? What's the use! ; 


rostrum 
organization 
dignified and 





Looked like an international re- 
lations meeting at Pantages last 
week. A sound bill made sounder 
by O'Hanlon and Zambuni, charac- 
ter dancers, recently returned from 
a European invasion. 

Only four other acts on the bill, 
one minus the usual. But the Pan 
patrons didn’t seem to mind that 


Charge 
1221-22 
3711-3712 
ceiving. Act is 
crackers. 

Ben Smith followed with fast talk 
before going into ditties of special 
variety. Asa talker Smith is easily 
understood, with his gags getting 
about an even break. Not so with 
his vocal efforts. New material 


would help out. 

Kalabanow Quintet, Russian, pro- 
vided a colorful period of accordion 
playing in all styles. The group ap- 
pear to be one family—three broth- 


'ers and two sisters, all young and 


plenty of pep. One of the girls is a 
nifty little dancer well up in her 
native routines. All are expert with 
the instrument. 

Hickman Brothers, one in burnt 
cork, have a hokumed-up affair done 
to the tune of anything and every- 
thing for a laugh “Ladies Must 
Dress,”’ Fox picture, on screen, 





At a hearing before Deputy State 
Labor Commissioner F. M. Richard- 
son, Martin Heyl, John Gorman and 
Adeline Willis, promoters of the 
Martin Heyl Productions, picture 
concern, were ordered to pay wage 
claims totaling over $200. Mrs. 
Willis, who besides her picture ac- 
tivities is also a writer, was not 
present, owing to difficulties she 
had gotten into over the passing 
of $5,500 worth of worthless checks 
in connection with her chartering 
of the “Vaterland,” German vessel. 
Richardson held all three members 
of the film company responsible for 
the wage claims and ruled that 
two-thirds of the money must be 
paid by Heyl and Gorman before 
January 3, and the remainder upon 
the sale of “Nell of Red Gap,” film 
made by,the trio. Neither Heyl nor 
Gorman disputed the claims. Tes- 
timony given at the hearing re- 
vealed Heyl as general manager and 
supervisor of the company, Gorman 
as director of the picture, and Mrs. 
Willis as the financial backer. 





Spencer Bennett, directing “The 
Yellow Cameo,” Pathe serial, had to 
return from the Mexican border 
when he found himself and com- 
pany washed out at Jacumba Hot 
Springs during the second day of 
shooting on the picture. Washout 
was caused by rains. The company 
is now working at the Metropolitan 
studios. 





Permit to dispose of stock was 
issued to Belmont Productions, Inc., 
motion picture concern, by Corpora- 
tion Commissioner J. M. Friedland- 
er. The company has a capitaliza- 
tion of 25,000 shares, each having a 
par value of $1. Members of the 
syndicate will receive 7,353 shares 
for money advanced on production 
“Village Days,” film. Officers of the 
company are H. B. Meals, presi- 
dent; A. E. Conry, D. A. Esper, 
Charles E, Spence and Arminto E. 
Spence. 





First National scored a beat for 
publicity when they secured one of 
the new Ford cars from the local 
Ford factory to photograph Colleen 
Moore in a series of personality 
stills. The car, one of the first to 
drive through Burbank, was taken 





Monday afternoon, with the house 
hloding more than recent average 
attendance. 

Opening turn, Aussie and Czech, 
gave the illusion of a Spanish dance 
act at first, full-stage layout de- 








MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
im the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 
724 So. Hill St. Los Angeles 
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Factory 
any st 
Reeds — made 


hand. 
277-278 Celumbes 


The only 
os makes 


to the studio, where it created at- 
traction for the curiosity seekers. 





John Leroy Johnston will move his 
publicity typewriter from First Na- 
tional te Columbia studios to take 
charge of Columbia's publicity de- 
partment. 





J. C. Dunning and Lewis Physioc, 
owners of Cinema Technical Service, 
have dissolved partnership. Physioc 
is retaining the business and oper- 
ating under a new name, known as 
Cinema Art Service. 





Dan B. Hetrick, 25, charged with 
‘stealing several sequences of “Sun- 
rise” from the Fox laboratories, 
pleaded not guity to a charge of 
grand theft before Superior Judge 
Hardy, and will appear for trial 
Jan. 13.: Ben Jackson, general man- 
ager Fox studios, made the com- 
plaint. He alleges that police offi- 
cers found portions of the film taken 
from the studio‘in Hetrick’s home, 





A fraternal organization for cow- 
boys engaged in picture work to be 





Av ewee 
@ae Francisco. Cal. 


known as the Master Horseman's 











PAUL 


& SON 
Steamship Accommodations Arran 
Oldest Agency in U. S. Spec 


PAUL TAUSIG & 
Seventh Ave. & 40th St. — Times 
PHONE P 





TAUSIG—SAILINGS 


Foreign Exchange also Taken Care Of, Bought and Sold 


EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS — Passage Taken Care of Both Ways 


TIMES SQUARE TRAVEL BUREAU 


FOR 


ged on All Lines at Lowest Rates 


ializing on Theatrical Travel 


SON Management 
Square Trust Co.—NEW YORK 
ENN. 2800 








Australian whip|Club is planned by members of a 


small club already existing. Mem- 
bership in the new organization will 
be limited to 150, with only actual 
cowboys or expert horsemen 
eligible. Officers of the present 
body are Abe Lefkiwitz, president; 
Hugh Strickland and Louis Shapiro, 
vice-presidents; Spike Speckman, 
treasurer, and Arie Roberston, sec- 
retary. Harry Robbins, Joe Mooney, 
Ray Fisk, Gus Anderson and Gor- 
don Jones are on the executive 
board, 





Ed Cheney, drummer with Mc- 
Murphey’s Kollege Knights, is leav- 
ing Jan. 1 to accept a scholarship 
in the Ned Wayburn School of 
Dancing in New York. 





Hollywood High School will pre- 
sent Victor Herbert’s Hght comic 
opera, “The Serenade,” in the 
spring as the school’s next produc- 
tion. - 





Switch of assistant house man- 
agers between the Million Dollar 
and Boulevard brings Harry Ware- 
ham to the downtown house and 
George Sheely to the Boulevard. 





Peggy Fears has replaced Lillian 
Mines in “Sunny” at the Mayan. 
Miss Mines joins Harry J. Conley 
in the latter's act. 


Del Porter, saxophonist with 
Dwight Johnson orchestra under- 
went a sinus operation while play- 
ing the local Pantages engagement. 
He was out one day. 








Adolphe Menjou, Paramount star, 
has left the California Lutheran 
hospital after 31 days confinement. 
He was being treated for ulcer in 
stomach, 





Principals in “The' Merry Widow,” 
opening Dec. 26 at Shrine Civic 
Auditorium under auspices of Al 
Malaikah temple, are Ralph Errolle, 
Louis Templeman, Charlotte Wood- 
ruff and Richard Powell. Company 
of 125. : 





Beginning Dec. 26 Pasadena Com- 
‘munity Players will play “Aren't We 
All.” 





Edward Preston Murphy will di- 
rect the Passion Play at Santa 
Clara, Cal. Cast consists of 35 ma- 
jor speaking roles and ensemble of 
100 actors. 





“The Four Flusher.” by Caesar 
Dunn, opened at the Morosco Dec. 
18, succeeding “Gertie.” John Litel 
and Kay Hammond have the leads, 
supported by the regular Morosco 
stock cast. James Durkin is direct- 
ing. 





Bob Poole, former manager Mil- 
lion Dollar and Figueroa, is now 
manager of the State (Pantages), in 
Long Beach. 





Vera Clark is writing ‘Revenge,” 
an original story for a 1928 George 
Archanbaud special production for 
Tiffany-Stahl. 





Al Raboch will direct Johnnie 
Harron in his first of four for Tif- 
fany-Stahl pictures. 





George Holl has been appointed 
head of the Art Department of West 
Coast Theatre Circuit, succeeding 
Hubbard Robinson. Holl has been 
doing the art work for the Sid 
Grauman enterprises for seven 
years, 
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Carter Sexton, who has left the 
cast of “Sunny,” joins “Hit the 
Deck” when it opens at the Majestic 
New Year’s week. 





FE. George Woods, who produced 
cafe acts around Chicago, will stage 
a girl and specialty show at Miller’s 
Cafe Lafayette Dec. 24. 





Earl Capps and Nell Roach, newly 
formed dancing team, now playing 
west coast theatres over the Fan- 
chon and Marco wheel, are doubling 
nightly at the Plantation cafe. 





“One-Eyed” Connolly, champion 
gate crasher, crashed through the 
Golden Gate into San Francisco and 
announced he was here for the 
winter. 





Sausalito Art Theatre inaugurated 
its season with a program of three 
one-act plays, “A Question of Prin- 
cipal,” “The Blindman” and “East 
of Eden.” 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Frank Shaw, entertainer in Cof- 
fee Dan’s here, was drawn into the 
police investigation of the alleged 
assault on Sally Whitcomb, 19- 
year-old stenographer, during a 
booze party at the Hotel Wilson, 
when he reported that while oc- 
cupying an apartment § adjoining 
|that in which the jamboree was in 
| progress, he heard piercing screams, 
jas if a girl was being attacked. 
i He said he did not interfere be- 
canse he did not want to get in 








trouble. As a result of Miss Whit- 
comb’s charges, three young club 
men have been charged with crim- 
inal assault. 





On the eve of her departure from 
Melbourne for her home in the 
States, after two years in musical 
comedy in the Antipodes, Harriett 
Bennet, soprano, former California 
girl, signed a new contract with 
Williamson-Tait to continue in the 
léad role in “Rose-Marie” for ten 
weeks’ tour of the Australian prov- 


inces. Miss Bennet is a niece of 
Mme. Louise Brehany, her music 
tutor. She will sail for San Fran- 


cisco upon completion of her pres- 
ent 10-week engagement, 





San Francisco Musicians’ Union 
re-elected officers as follows: Presi- 
dent, W. A. Weber; vice-president, 
Frank Borgel; recording secretary, 
Albert A, Greenbaum; financial sec- 
retary-treasurer, Clarence H. King; 


board of directors—Sam Davis, 
George Pinto, Ed S. Moore, Jules 
Spiller, Billy Cook, A. J. Hayward, 
Walter King: delegates to A. F. 
of M. convention—W. A. Weber, 
George W. Lerond, Clarence H. 
King. 





Sid Goldtree, producer of “The 
Married Virgin” (Green Street), has 
closed for the rights for the entire 
United States with Edward Bourdet 
of Paris, the author, who also wrote 
“The Captive.” Goldtree plans to 


take the show to Los Angeles. 


shortly after Jan. 1. 





The California this week cele- 
brates its 10th anniversary. Built 
in 1917 by Herbert L. Rothchild, 
later acquired by Publix, and 
passed under the control of West 
Coast Theatres, Inc., early this 
year, is now an extended run house 
for West Coast. 





Civic Repertory Theatre of New 
York will present Eva Le Gal- 
lienne’'s production of “The Cradle 
Song” at the Columbia for two 
weeks starting Dec. 26. Randolph 
Hartley has arrived here to handle 
the advance. 





“Old Ironsides” will have its first 
pop showing at the St. Francis, 





“The Jazz Singer” opens at the 
Embassy Feb. 4. “Old San Fran- 
cisco” opens at the house Christ- 
mas Eve, 





Mike Newman, former manager 
Cameo (Universal), has returned 
to that house after a two years’ 
absence. 





M. Gore (West Coast Theatres, 
Ine.), was looking over the new 
house under erection in Oakland. 





Jack Brehany back from a road 
tour, will spend two months here 
before going to Los Angeles to book 
the coast tour of the Vatican Choir. 


OAKLAND, CAL. 


By WOOD SLOANES 

With the new West Coast theatre 
rushed to completion at 19th and 
Telegraph avenue, adjacent to the 
Orpheum, Henry Duffy entered the 
local field last week with the an- 
nouncement that he is to have a 
house built for him and ready for 
occupancy by next September at 
17th and Telegraph. 

Immediately after this was an- 
nounced Zukor, Franklin and 
Schenck arrived to look over the 
State, West Coast holding, al- 
though operated by the T. & D. 
Junior. Though no announcement 
has yet been made it is decided to 
install the Vitaphone there. 

At the present time the State is 
playing a musical tab and melo- 
drama policy with Bobby Fitzsim- 
mons heading the musical show un- 
der the direction of Nat Holt. 
Whether or not Holt will continue 
in charge of the State when Vita 
is installed on Jan. 7 remains to be 
seen. 

Will King returned to Oakland, 
where he once made a fortune and 
was later ignored as the feature of 
the T. & D. anniversary bill planned 
for the lith year of the house, 
which opened in 1916. King ap- 
peared as an F. & M. act, doing 
some bits and working with a 
chorus. He used four principals on 
his opening show, with Lew Dunbar 
working opposite. 











George Ebey revived “In Old 
Kentucky” with Ruth Renick and 
George Barnes. It was kidded in 


the reviews but shows promise of 
doing business. The Fulton has 
hired Jimmy Duffy, local pugilist, 


— 
<a 


to do the fighting pug in “Is 7. 
So?” George Barnes will have = 
role played in New York by Robert 
Armstrong and Will Lioyd will 
probably fall heir to the Gleason 


part, 
SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPpP 
Metropolitan—“The Cradle 
President—“Dulcy” (stock). 
Orpheum—“Discord”-vaude. 
Pantages—"St. Elmo”-vaude. 
Fifth Avenue—"She's a Sheik.” 
United Artists—“Garden of Allah,” 
Columbia—“Madame Pompadour.* 
Libert —The 13th Hour.” ; 

ue Mouse—“A Reno Divorce.” 
Winter Garden—“Wine.” : 





Song." 





Movietone, installed in Tacoma 
John Hamrick, opens next week, oy 





Doug Richardson, for months 
leading singer KOMO, is recovering 
from a nervous breakdown, 





W. D. Chandler, city ed of the 
Post-Intelligencer for some time 
has gone to the Times, local after- 
noon daily, as m. e. 





Jean Wilkie is through with her 
Butler cabaret engagement and hag 
gone to San Francisco to join the 
Duffy Players. 





Estelle M. Jones, appearing in 
“Keep Them Smiling” at Nelson, 
B. C., last week got a telegram dur- 
ing the first act, announcing death 
of her mother in a train wreck near 
Chicago. After the final curtain she 
collapsea. 





Prince William of Sweden, recent- 
ly here on a lecture tour, talking 
about “Big Game Killing,” proved 
somewhat of a financial flop here, 
it is reported, and at Tacoma he 
flopped to the extent of a $500 loss 
for the committee guaranteeing his 
appearance. However, the prince is 
not out anything, as he got 60 per 
cent of the gross. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark. 

Shubert — “Tommy” 
stock). 

Hennepin-Orpheum — Vaudeville- 
“My Friend from India.” 

Pantages — Vaudeville-"The Ari. 
zona Wildcat.” 

Palace— “The Gorilla” 
Bridge tab). 

Seventh 
“Fury.” 

Gayety—“The Nite Hawks” (Mu- 
tual). 

State—“Now We're in the Air.” 

Garrick—‘“Les Miserabies.” 

Strand—“The Last Waltz.” 

Lyric—“The 13th Hour.” 

Grand — “Shanghai Bound” 
loop showing). 





(Bainbridge 


(McCall- . 
Street — Vaudeville- 


(2d 





For the first time in years the 
Metropolitan (legit) will be without 
an attraction Christmas or New 
Year’s week. Al Jolson, originally 
booked for Christmas week, has 
cancelled. 

The New York Theatre Guild's 
traveling company is booked for 
three nights and a matinee at the 
Lyceum, starting Jan. 2. 








Presentation of one of the Ibsen 
plays in the Norwegian language at 
a loop theatre is included in the 
plans for a three days’ festival here 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of Henrik Ibsen’s birth, March 28. 
The Norwegian National League 
will sponsor the festival. 





J. Arthur Young, the Bainbridge 
Players as character man, leaves 
this week to accept an engagement 
in Detroit. He will be replaced by 
John Todd. 





William Warvelle Nelson, general 
musical director all the F. & R. 
theatres, was one of 22 hurt in a 
train collison near the Twin Cities. 
His injuries are not serious. 





I. H. Ruben, a senior member of 
F. & R., local movie magnates, has 
taken personal supervision of 
Christmas parties for poor children 
in every city where the concern has 
a theatre. 














Theatre, San Francisco 


LURIE Matinees Wed. and Sat. 


LILLIAN ALBERTSON Presents 
with VINCENT YOUMANS 
His 


“HIT THE DECK” 
The “Hallelujah Show” 


—— 

















FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CQO. 
Designers and Creators of Special Show Girl and Chorus Costumes 
for many of the motion picture producers and all Fanchon and 


Marco West Coast presentations. 


These costumes for rent to respon 


sible musical stock and tab show companies at reasonable prices. 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


643 So. Olive Street 


- 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF: 
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‘BILLS NEXT WEEK 


(Continued from page 39) 


Georgie Gordos 
Magic Lamp 
Dell Sis & T 
Martha Lawrences 


GR. R'P’DS, MICH. 
Ramona Park 
2d half (23-26) 

Al Striker 

Lucilie Benstead 

Dayton & Rance 

Rodrigo & Lila 

Chain & Archer 

(One to fill) 

Ist half (26-28) 
Werner & Mary A 
Pauline Saxon Co 
B’dford & Hamilt’n 
Helen Carlson 
Nielson & Warden 
(One to fill) 

2d half (29-1) 
Furman & Evans 
London Paris & NY 
Burns & Wilson 
Farnell & Florence 
LaSalle & Mack 
(One to fill) 


H’CK’NS’CK, N. Jd. 
Lyrie 
24 half (22-26) 
Webster & Rem 
Night in Paris 


Gas & Oil 
(Two to fill) 


HARRISB’RG, PA. 


Arena Bros 
Billy thialies 
(One to fill) 


Indiana 


Max & Gang 

Solly Ward 
(26) 

Zelda Santiey 


Billy 


Strand 
24 


Majestic Libonati 
24 half (22-36) JAMEST’WN, 
Mercedes Shea’s 


Frank X Silk 
Demar & Lester 
Chow Hing Tr 
DeLeon & Davis 


HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol 

2d half (22-26) 
Foley & LaTour 
Mme Bradna 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Gwynne Co 
Stewart & Olive 


Palace 
2d half (22-26) 
Billie & Wally 
Jack Jerry Waller 
Rhea & Santora 
6 Molays 
(One to filly 


HORNELL, BW. Y. 
Shattuck 


24 half (22-28) 
> Atkins & Jean 
Boyd & King 
4 Casting Stars 
Barr & Lamar 


Saul Brilliant 


Joe Daniels 
(One to fill) 


State 
Lillian Roth 


Joe Phillips 
(Two to fill) 


Bert Scott 
Cole & Grant 


(One to fill) 


Empire 


(One to fill) (Others to fill) 
. H/NT’GT'N, W.VA. LIMA, 0, 
Orpheum Keith's 


2a half (22-26) 
Billy Champ 
Monte & O'’Briesa 








— 


————=—=—==_= 





Bevan & Flint 
Reed & Duthers 


Seed & Austin 
Shone Co 
Jack Hedley Ce 


ITHACA, N. ¥. 


Kari & Roevia 


INDIANA, PA. 


24 half (22-26) 
Cosmopolitan 4 
Murray & Fayne 
(Three to fill) 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Keith’s (19) 
Pepita Granados 


GP Magiey Rev 


half (22-25) 
Lemeaux & Young 
(Others to fill) 


J’KS'NV’LE, FLA. 
Palace (19) 


B & L Gillette 
Betty Miller & B 
Eugene Costello 
Green & Lockhart 


N.Y. 


2d half (22-25) 
Gruber’s Oddities 


JERSEY CITY 


24 half (22-26) 


Kelly & Jacksoa 


KINGSTON, WN, Y. 
Kingston 
2d half (22-25) 


Gatherine Kelsey 
Ann & Mr Frank 


L’WR’'NCE, MASS. 


24 half (22-26) 
Davis & McCoy 


2d half (22-26) 
Watson & Woods 
(Others to fill) 











ALL MODERN CONVENIENCES 


200 ROOMS 


200 BATHS 


MARION ROE HOTEL 


Broadway and Pine 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Laclede Cars at Station Pass the Door 











THEATRICAL OUTFi1'12 18S 


1680 Broadway 


New York City 








Dollar 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 
OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


New Assortment of 15 Exclusive De- 
sign Christmas Greetings, One 


LOCKPORT, N. ¥. 
Palace 

24 half (22-26) 

A & J Corelli 

Slim Timblin 

(Three to fill) 


LONG BRANCH 
Broadway 

24 half (22-26) 

McCloud & Ketrile 

Westcots 

Burns & Chaplow 

(Two to fill) 


LOUISVILE, 
National 
2d half (22-26) 
& Cardinals 
Lee Mason & Sonny 
Lew Hearn 
Hubert Kinney 
(Two to fill) 
ist half (26-28) 
Dave Harris Co 
Norwood & Hall 
Maker & Hall 
Barton & Ravens 
Olympic 3 
(One to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Joe Marks Co 
Bert Lytell Co 
Mona Murray Co 
Torino 
Donovan Girls 
McCoy & Wilson 


LOWELL, MASS. 
Keith‘s 
24 half (22-26) 


Princeton & Yale 
Sandy & Douglas 
Roxy LaRocca 
Yong Wong 

Tyler & St Clair 
Mildred Force 

ist half (26-28) 
Dunn & West Rev 
Robbins & Jewett 
Gordon's Dogs 
Walsh & Ellis 
Lane & Harper 
(One to fill) 

2d half (29-1) 
Herbert & Neeley 
Dale & Fuller 
Clara Howard 
Toodles & Tod 
Edna White 

Jas Coughlin Co 


MACON, GA, 
Grand (19) 
Cantor & Duval 
(Others to fill) 
M’NCH’S’T'R, N.H. 
Palace 


2a half (22-26) 
Robbins & Jewitt 
Weber Girls 
Hamil Sis 
Herbert & Neeley 
(One to fill) 


MANSFIELD, O. 
Madison 


2d half (22-236) 
Ann Gold 

Duval & Richards 
Rasso 

(Two to fill) 


McKEESP’RT, PA. 
Hippod-ime 


2a half (22-26) 
Mi'dred Feeley 
Monologist 

Miss Mystic 
(Two to fill) 


MEADVILLE, 
Park 


KY. 


PA. 





2a half (22-25) 
Raymond Piks 
Welder Sis 
(Three to fill) 


MONTREAL, CAN. 
Mobile 
2a half (22-25) 
Stanton & Delores 
Kelso Bros 
Dale & Fuller 
(Two to fill) 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 
Prospect 
2d half (22-25) 
Fisher & Gilmore 


Pallenbergs Bears 
Sol Gou'd 


NASHV’LE, TENN. 
Princess (19) 
The Jansileys 
Barton & Ravia 
Billy Purl Co 

May Usher 

Dave Harris Co 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Proctor’s 

2d half (22-26) 

Martells 

Krafts & LaMont 

Seymour & Howard 

Ross Wyse Co 

Garden of Melody 

N. BR’'NSW’K, NJ. 
State 

2a half (22-26) 

Anderson Bros 

Carrie Lillle 


Turellys Cir 
(Two to fill) 


NEWBURGH, N.Y. 
Proctor’s 

2d half (22-25) 

Esmond & Grant 

Johnny Marvia 

Frank Viola 

Meet the Mrs 

Gregg Gir's 


NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace 

24 half (22-26) 

Town Topics 

Jean Sothern 

Rubin & Rosa 

L & F Lapine 

3 Kirkillos 

Flaming Youth 


N. LONDON, CT. 
Capitol 
24 half (22-26) 
Wahl & Deeds 
(Others to fill) 


NEW ROCHELLE 
Proctor’s 

24 half (22-26) 

Dorothy Magna 

Bob Hall 

(Three to fill) 


NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
2a half (22-26) 
Bryson & Kerr 
Austin & McP 
Eadie & Ramsden 
Ashley & Page 
Cgalfonte Sis 


OTTAWA, CAN, 
Keith's 

2a half (22-26) 

Hal Neiman 

Louis & Cherie 

DeCostos Rev 

Tarzan 

P & P Garvin 


PASSAIC, N. J. 
New Montauk 
2d half (22-25)° 
Romain 2 Co 
Clinton Rooney Rev 
(Three to fill) 


PATERSON, N. J. 

Majestic 
2d half (22-25) 

Lew Brico 

Réynolds & White 

4 Girton Girls 

Mazzetti Lewis 

(One to fill) 


PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic 

24 half (22-26) 
Jones & Rao 
Jewell & Rita 
Birch & Edge 
Vera Sabina 
(One to fill) 


PHILADELPHIA 

Broadway 
2d half (22-25) 

Lemaire & Ralston 

Pola 

Baldwin Blair 

Hurio 

(One to fill) 


Cross Keys 
2a half (22-25) 
Fields & Fink 
Nelson's E'ephants 
Varto & Clark 
El Cleve 





(Two to fill) 











(One to fill) 





Earle (19) 
Rosco Arbuckle 
Dell O'Dell 
Midnight Rollickers 
Burns & Kane 

Dan Coleman 
Johnny Murphy 
Miller & Mack 


Grand O. H. 
24 half (22-36) 


Block & Sully 
Art Stanley 
Reflections 
Mae Francis 
(One to fill) 


Kelth’e (19 
Homer Romaine 
Burns & Foraa 
Vox & Walters 
Vivian Hart 
Billy House Ce 
Kerekjarto 

John Dooley 
Revel Bros & Red 
(One to fill) 

(26) 

The Mijares 
Anderson Bros 
Dave Appolon Ce 
Margie Coates 
Bob Hall 
Brendell & Burt 
Ear! Lindsay Girls 
Flo LaVere Ce 
(One to fill) 


Nixoa 
34 half (22-26) 


Eddie Cassidy 
Weigands 
Hearst Bros 
Billie Regay 
(One to fill) 


PITTSBURGH 
Davis (19) 

Alf Loyal’s Dogs 

Loos Bros 

John Barton 

Mayo & Lynn 

Murray & Oakland 

McKee & O'Connor 

(One to fill) 

(26) 

B&G Sherwood Bd 

Envoy : 

Clayton & Lennaie 

Michon Bros 

H Kenny Co 

J &H Hayes 

Julian Eltinge 


Harris (19) 
Banjoland 

Foster & Semoa 
Charlotte Worth 
Palermo’s Dogs 
Jas Bernie Loster 
F & J Rinehart 


PLAINFIELD, NJ. 
Proctor’s 
2d half (22-26) 


Roth & Drake 
Dorothy Wa!lace 
50 Miles from B’y 
(Two to fill) 


PLATTSB’RG, N.Y. 
Strand 


2d half (22-36) 
Steele 3 
Newmans 

Kirby & Duval 
(Two to fill) 


PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith’s 


2a half (22-26) 
Nov Perretos 
Morin Sis 
Ferry Corwey 
Vaughn Comfort 
Coombs & Nevins 
Wally & Zella 

lst half (26-28) 
Jas Loughlin Coe 
Edna White 
Toodies & Tod 
Herbert & Neeley 
Clafa Howard 
Dale & Fuller 

2d half (29-1) 
Dunn & West Rev 
Robbins & Jewett 
Gordon's Dogs 
Walsh & Ellis 
Lane & Harper 
(One to fill) 


PORTSMOUTH, 0O. 
Leroy 

2d half (22-26) 
Mona Mura 
Stanley & Wolf 
Paul Kodak 
Walton & Brandt 
(One to fill) 





For Women 


Fitted Cases 
Dresser Sets 
Overnight Bags 
Hand Bags 
Beaded Bags 
Silk Umbrellas 
Manicuring Sets 
Zipper Bags 
Music Cases 


H-Mi 








Useful Holiday Gifts! 


For Men 


Revelation 
Suit Cases 


Dressing Cases 


Gladstones 


Traveling Bags 
Gold-Mounted 


Wallets 


English Kit Bags 


Brief Cases 


$24.75 DUPLEX FITTED CASE, SPECIAL, $24.75 
Hartmann and Oshkosh Trunks 


All Models — All Sizes on Hand 


Special Discount to the Profession (Except on H. & M. Trunks) 
Our Usual Guarantee With All Our Merchandise 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


NEW YORK AGENCY 


STRICTLY UNION MADE TRUNKS 


Samuel Nathans, Jue, 


' 568 Seventh Avenue, bet. 40th and 41st Streets, New York City 





Phones: Longacre 6197, Penn. 9064 


Open Evenings Until Midnight 


POUGHKEEPSIE 
Avon 

24 half (22-26) 
Merlin 
Tenderhoe & Reed 
Julia Lydia Hoyt 
5 Musical Chapins 
O’Dunn & Day 


PROVID'NCE, B.I. 
Albee (19) 
Brosius & Barton 

Pau! Mall 
Adeline Bushnell 
Norton & Haley 
Edith Clasper 
(26) 
Flashes of Art 
Artie Mehlinger 
Cromwell & Knoy 
Claire Vincent Ce 
Micarenne Co 
_ READING, PA, 
Rajah 
2a half (22-28) 
Roger & Wynn 
Nick Lucas 
Earl & Rial Rev 
F & M Stanley 
Billy Halligan 
RED BANK, N, J. 
Palace 
2a half (22-26) 
Kovancoff & E Or 
Bobbie Rowand 
Violet & Partner 
Miss A & Mr Frank 
Carroll & Jones 
RICHMOND, VA, 
Lyrie 
2d half (22-25) 
Allen & Canfield 





Doran Rives 


ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Temple 
2d half (22-25) 
Winnle & Doliy 
Oliver & Crangle 
Johnny Lyons 
Inglis & Davis 
Shelton Brooks 
Dougias Charlies 


SARATOGA SP’GS 
Congress 

24 half (22-26) 

Yachting Party 

Helen Stone 

Fulton & Mack 

(Two to fill) 


SAVANNAH, GA. 


Bijou 
24 half (22-26) 
Echoes of Spain 
Prince Wong 
Maud Earle 
Alex & Gautier 
Joe Young Co 
24 half (29-1) 
Cantor & Duval 


SCHENECTADY 
Proctor’s 
24 half (22-26) 
Chita & Pals 
Nancy Decker 
Melva Sis 
Chamberlain & Earl 
Sherman & Kay 


SHAMOKIN, PA. 
Capitol 

34 half (22-25) 

Rev Fantasy 

(Others to fill) 


SPRINGFIELD, 0. 
Palace 


$d half (22-26) 
Jack LaVier 
Bobby Johnston 
Marty Dupree 
Chapelle & Stin'tte 
Micareme 
STEUBENV’LE, O. 
Capitol 
$4 half (22-26) 
W & E Ford 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Tramp Tramp 
Marvelle & Fay 
(One to fill) 


SYRACUSE, N. ¥. 
Keith’s 


2d half (82-25) 
6 Crackerjacks 
Juliette Dika 
Eddie Dale 

J & R Hays 
Ray Fagan Bd 


TOLEDO, 0. 
Keith’s 


24 half (22-25) 
Woolf & Jerome 
Margie Coate 
Milton & Hamilton 
Minor & Root 

Joe Marks 

B & T Waters 

Ist half (26-28) 
Furman & Evans 
London Paris &N Y¥ 
la Salle & Mack 
Burns & Wilson 
Farnell & Florence 
(One to fill) 

24 half (29-1) 
Helen Carlson 
Nielson & Warden 
Beadford & H 
Pauline Saxon Co 
Werner & Mary A 
(One to fill) 


TORONTO, CAN, 
Hippodrome (19) 
Bentell & Gould 
Howard's Ponies 
Ada Brown Co 
Harry Thurston 
Jim Harkins 

(26) 
John Lyons Co 
B’way Whirl 
Senna & Wilber 
Petty & Mamaux 
(One to fill) 


TRENTON, N. J. 
Capitol 

2a half (22-25) 
Parker & Joyce 
Geo Lloyd 
Herman & Symonds 
Maddocks Mascots 
Evers & Greta 


TROY, N. Y. 
Proctor’s 

24 half (22-25) 
Rives & Arnold 
B & R Gorman 
Helen Josephine 
Dashington's Dogs 
Gaffney & Wa'ton 


UNION CITY, N. J. 
Capitol 
24 half (22-25) 
Petty & Mamaux 
J Berkes Co 
Fred's Pigs 
(Two to fill) 


UTICA, N. ¥. 
Galety 
2a half (22-25) 
McCool & Dooin 
Mason Dixon 
Harry L Webb 
Donald Gaffney 
(One to fill) 


WARREN, 0. 
Robbin’s 

2d half (22-26) 
Al H Wilson 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Jas J Haney 
Frets & Wilson 
Pietro 
Guy Voyer 


WASH'GTON, D.C. 
Keith's (18) 


Clark & Bergman 
Daniels & Eames 
Hermanos Williams 
Weir's Elephants 
Olive O son 
Kitayamas 
Wilton & Weber 
Cardin! 
(25) 


Chas T Aldrich 
Butler & Parker 
Mirno Co 

Rosee Kress $8 
(One to fill) 


WASH’GTON, 

Kelith’s 
26 half (22-36) 
Betts & Partner 
Gledys Darling 
Wilkins & Wilkins 
(Two to fill) 


WATERBURY, OF. 
Palace 

24 half (22-36) 

Side Kicks 

Lane & Harper 

Louls London 

Steppin & See 

(One to fill) 


WATERT’WN, PA. 
Palace 

34 half (22-26) 

Goetz & Duffy 

Ray Alvin Boys 

Worth Sis & Coley 

(Two to fill) 

WH'LING, W. VA. 
Victoria 

24 half (22-25) 

Honey Boys 

Wilson & Dobson 

Renee & Calvert 

Chelm St Orr 

Vaile & Clare 


WHITE PLAINS 
Keith's 


2d half (22-26) 
Scott Saunders 
Nelson Katland 
(Three to fill) 


WILM’GTON, DEL. 
« Garrick 


24 half (22-26) 
Levans & Bolles 
Olyn Landick 


PA. 


B&G Carmes 
Harringtons 
W’'NSOCKET, RK. 1. 
Bijou 

24 balf (23-36) 
Frakson 
Suite 16 
Bailey & Miller 
Lawtoa 
C & L Fondas 
Roger Imhoff 


WORC’ST’R, MASS. 

Palace 
34 half (22-26) 

Reeves & Wells 

Seebacks 

Kemper & Bayard 

Detrigo 

(One to fill) 


YONKERS, N. Y. 
Proctor’s 


3d haif (23-25) 
Geo Broadhurst 
Burns & Allen 
Morton & Sally 
A'lpha Delta Girls 
(One to fill) 


YOUNGSTOWN, 0O. 
Keith-Albeo 


24 half (22-25) 
Medley & Dupree 
Werner & Mary A 
Hall & Symonds 
Ella Shields 
Falls Reading & B 
Bradford & H 

Ist half (26-28) 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Shields & VYelaney 
Ida May Chadwick 
Montana 
Harris & Pepper 
(One to fill) 

2a half (29-1) 
Mayo & Lynn 
Louise Wright 
Hunting & Francis 
Iback’s Ent 
Teck Murdock Ce 


Kellar Mack 





(One to fill) 


ST. LOUIS 


By TOM BASHAW 
Ambassador — “Serenade”-Ed 
Lowry (stage). 

American—"“King of Kings.” 
Capitoi—“The Naked Truth.” 
Empress—“The Old Homstead” 
(National Players). 
Garrick—Burlesque. 

Grand Opera House—Vaude-pic- 





tures. 

Loew’s State—“In Old Kentucky”- 
stage show. 

Missouri — “Barbed , Wire”-stage 
show. 
Orpheum—Vaude-pictures, 
Shubert- Rialto — “Abie’s 
Rose.” 

St. Louis—Vaude-pictures. 


Irish 


“All for a Bride,” new Yiddish 
comedy, was produced by Sol Gold- 
man at the Odean Sunday night, 
with the Yiddish Theatrical Co, 
headed by Wolf Shumsky of New 
York. 


“The Naked Truth” closed its 
third successful week at the Skou- 
ras Brothers’ Capitol Saturday and 
is still drawing. 


Holbrook Blinn’s “The Play’s the 
Thing,” at the Shubert-Rialto, opens 
Sunday; Mitzi {“The Madcap’) 
starts Jan. 8 at the same playhouse 
and a return engagement of “The 
Vagabond King” starting Sunday, 


Jan, 8. 
DETROIT 
By F. L. SMITH, JR. 

New Detroit—‘“Bye, Bye, Bonnie” 
(2d week). 

Bonstelle Playhouse—“The Pass- 
ing of the Third Floor Back” 
(Stock). 

Adams—“Underworld.” 

Capitol—“Good Time Charley.” 

Madison—‘The Garden of Allah” 
(3d week). ° 

Michigan—Serenade.” 

State—"A Reno Divorce”’-vaude. 

Fox Washington—‘Wolf Fangs.” 

Oriental—"‘The Gingham Girl’- 
vaude, 


State theatre has changed to 
Saturday openings instead of Sun- 
days, following policy of Capitol 
(Kunsky) and Michigan (Kunsky- 
Balaban and Katz). 


Federals raided Club Boulevard, 
exclusive speakeasy, and arrested 
Arthur Kock and John Solm. None 
of the customers was held. 


Steve Pasternacki and Ruby Rub- 
enstein and their orchestra, formerly 
at the Hotel Tuller, now playing at 
the Wolverine, featuring Herb Fin- 
ney, saxophonist. 





Majestic plans to reopen New 
Year’s Eve with stock, direction M. 
W. McGee, with Walter Davis as 
leading man, 





Joan Lowell, one of the leads in 
the Bonstelle stock, leaves for New 
York soon for rehearsals in a new 
play by her husband, Thompson 
Buchanan. — 

Kunsky Theatres Corp. has taken 
over the De Luxe, a 1,500-seater, and 
opens Xmas night with “What Price 
Glory.” 


4 


Price Glory.” 


Amusement Co. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 
Broad—“The Wedding.” 
Proctor’s — Vaudeville-'The 


Publication.” 
Mosque—"“One W 
er’’-vaudeville. 

















J y rman 13th 
oew’s State—Vaudeville-“ 

Three.” Tea for 

Newark — Vaudeville-“Not tor 


oman to Anothe 


Branford—“Madame Pompadour*.« 

vaudeville, 
Rialto — 

(3d week). 
Fox Terminal — 

bay a mary ye 
apitol—"A Gentleman 

“The Silent Avenger.” alia 

Goodwin—“Out of the Night.” 


“Two Arabian Knightg® 
“Honor Firsts 


Miner’s Empire—"The 
Dutchman.” Flying 

Lyric—‘“Pretty Babies.” 

Orpheum —“Ace High” - “What 


Mayor David Greene of Irvington 
announces that he will never 
permission for the opening of 
ture theatres on Sundays. 
tion signed by 5,000 names ang 
sponsored by the Business Men’g 
Association brought this response, 


The Rivoli, 


give 
Dice 


A petle 


now the Mayfair 
(South Orange avenue), is now op- 
erated by the Kridel Amusement 
Corp. (Moe Kridel). 


A receiver of rents for Cameo 
Theatre building, South Orange, hag 
been asked in the Court of Chancery 
by the New Jersey Title Guarantee 
and Trust Co. o% Jersey City. The 
house is owned by the Mountain 
The Title Guarane 
ty Co. holds a mortgage for $110,- 
637.50, and maintains that interest 
and installments are unpaid. 
it alleges that $2,184 in taxes has 
not been paid. J. Unger, president 
of the Mountain Co., states that only 
the building and not the theatre ig 
affected by the suit, which will be 
fought to the limit. 


Aliso 


The Newark musical festival will 
be held this year in the Mosaue on 
two Mondays in May. 
has been held 
three consecutive nights. 


Previously it 
in the armory for 





——a 


The day of the unadorned stage in 
Picture Houses has passed 


LEE LASH STUDIOS 


H. J. KUCKUCK, Gen. Mer. 
1818-1838 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 


(Bradhurst 4907) 


For designs and prices ot 


SETTINGS 













jf 








—<——<—$—$—$—_—————— 


FOR MODERN 


SENSATIONAL 


Stretchin« and 
Limbering Exercises 
% Now at 
Y 132-136 W. 43d 8t 
New York 








—— 








Roadhouse in Cuba 


Nothing Else Like it 


stockroom, 
and servant quarters. 


All buildings completely furnished. 
Own electricity and electric refriger- 
ation plant. 
House and property. 
furnishings and equipment, valued at 
$125,000. For sale. Reasonable. Terms. 


For further particulars write to: 


CARLOS PUJOL 
Hotel McAlpin (3rd Floor) New York 


—Fine Clientele 


Just Outside of Havana 
The Monte Carlo of North An 


On 12 acres; highest location. 


Two-story dwelling with five out- 
buildings, 
house, 


including studio, 
storeroom, 


Mineral spring. 


summer 
garage 


including all 

















ABRRY SAMS 
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225 West 


| 


“THE STANDARD ENGRAVING.CO. Iné 





39 St 


NEW YORK. 
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wear, 





J & K Lee 





Earnest Hiatt 





(Two to fill) 





Vadi & Gigi Ce 
Allama Rogers 





New York: Broadway at 46th Street 


MILLER 
Fa att Ot eee Ss ° 


The world’s largest manufacturer of theatrical foot- 
We fit entire companies, also individual orders. 


Chicago: 137 So. State Street 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


eg | 











(HOTEL HUDSON 


ALL NEWLY DECORATED f | 
$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water and 
Teiephone in Each Room 


402 WEST 44th STREET 


SINGLE ROOM, 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BA 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 


GRANT 
BATH, $2.00 UP SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 
TH, $14.00 WEEKLY DOUBLE KOOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 


DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 





NEW YORK CITY 








Phone: BRYANT 7228-29 


HOTEL FULTON 


(in the Heart of New York) 
$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot and Cold 
Water and Telepnone 





NEW HOTEL 





. Absolutely 
flan HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh Pocneest 
100 Showers PITTSBURGH'S HOTEL FOR THE PROFESSION Artistic Steel 
and Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 
Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
$3—$4—$5 Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 
Single Rooms THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. and 
$2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. 








Electric Fan in each room 
264-268 WEST 46th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1 
Opposite N. V. A. 








_—_— 


SYRACUSE. N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Wieting—“Oh, Johnny” (2d half); 











YANDIS 


Completely 








all next week, “The Sp'‘der,” 

B. F. Keith’s—Vaudeville-pictures. 

Temple—Pop vaudeville-pictures. 

Crescent—V audeville-pictures. 

Savoy—Palace Burleskers (stock) - 
pictures. : 

Strand—"“For the Love of Mike”- 
Vitaphone. 

Eckel—‘‘Alias the Deacon.” 

Empire—“Venus of Venice” - 
Happy Lewis and His Hunesmiths 
(stage). 

Rivoli—“C heating Cheaters”- 
“Fangs of Destiny.” 

Syracuse—“The Tired Business 
Man”-“Mile-a-Minute Man.” 

Palace—“The Prince of Headwait- 
ers’-the Palace Banjo Players 
(stage). 

Regent—“Shanghaied”-“The Mag- 
fic Garden.” 

Harvard—“The 
“Tip Toes.” 


Gingham Girl’- 


For the first time in its history 
the Crescent, Ithaca, had a double 
feature film bill last week, “Chant” 
and “The Gingham Girl.” 





William A. Dillon (Ithaca Theatre 
Corp.), former president state ex- 
hibitors’ organization, has turned 
inventor. 

For years Dillon sought means of 
preventing the dust from ashes from 
circulating freely in his home at the 
time the ash can was filled. Unable 
to find any device on the market, he 
perfected one of his own, and last 
week received a_ patent on “a dust 
collector for ash receptacles.” 





Boar’s Head Dramatic Society of 
Syracuse University will give its 
annual play, “The Changlings,” Feb. 
2. Heretofore producing at the Shu- 
berts’ Wieting, the society this year 
will use the Regent, neighborhood 
picture house. 





Emil Mollenhauser for several 
years conductor of the Syracuse 
Music Festival, died Dec. 17 in Bos- 
ton. 





Betty Kushner, 16, high school 
girl, won the annual “Venus” cup 
offered by The Herald and Temple 
theatre. 





The Wieting knocked off 50c. from 
the usual $2.50 top for “Oh, Johnny,” 
here the last half of the week. 

The Community Players produce 
“Step on It, Stan,” on Feb. 16-17. 


Schine’s Strand, Ogdensburg, in 
conjunction with the ‘Republican- 


Journal” there, will produce an 
original two-reeler, a juvenile uplift 
story. 








Prof. Walter P. Mcintosh, Syra- 
cuse North high school, was elected 
President of Cinema Critics Club, 
fan organization founded by the 
“Herald.” 


Robert C. Gary succeeds Harry 
Long as district manager for Schine 
houses in Central New York. Long 
has gone to Rochester to direct 
Western New York theatres for 
Schine. 





ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By H. D. SANDERSON 
Lyceum—Dark. 


Aye astman—“Now We're in the 
ir.” 

_Rochester—“Alias the Lone Wolf”- 
aude, 


_Fay’s—“Hook and Ladder No. 9”- 
Vaude, 
Regent—"Tea for Three.” 
Piccadilly—“Body and Soul.” 
Temple—K.-A. vaude. 
Gayety—Burlesque (Columbia). 
Corinthian—Burlesque (Mutual). 





Rochester night clubs are facing 
drab days and dull Saturday nights. 
Three policemen lost their jobs last 
week as the result of a shooting 
Scrape, and this was followed by or- 
ders from Chief “Andy” Kavanaugh 


WRITE, PHONE OR WIR 


| LOU HOLTZz’S 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 17740 


One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 


In the Heart of Times Square 





LANDSEER APTS. 


245 West 5ist Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West Fist Street 
Columbus 1360 


COURT 





Furnished 








E FOR RESERVATION 


} 
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Phone: LONGACRE 6805 __ 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Keoms. 
STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC 


THE BERTHA 


Catering to the comfort and convenience of * 
the profession. 


341-347 


GEO, P. SCHNEIDER, Prop. | 
. —_ 1-2-3-4-room apartments. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND ATRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


LIGHT- - = = = $15.00 UP 
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Principal Office: 





From $2 Per ay =e 
ateri 





One of the Fine:t Hotels in Times Square 








600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 


| HILDONA COURT 
West 45th Street. 
Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
kitchen, kitchenette, 

$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. 


theatrical district, All fireproof buildings. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. 


Will Lease by the Week, Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 55th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 


3560 Longacre 


Located in the center of the 


Office in each building. 











The NEW FLANDERS |=—— 


47th to 48th St., East of Broadway, New York 


With Bath from $2.50 
ng to the Best in the Profession 


F. W. BIZEL, Resident Manager 


* Special Weekly Rates 
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) eas | 
ey ley HOTEL ELK | 

SS 2 205 WEST 53D ST. 
Cor. 7th Ave., WN. Y. C. 


Single, $10-$14 weekly 
Double ... . $3 extra 
Tel. CiRele 0210 | 


LGA furnished. Transients, 5: ie 





Hotel America 
149 W. 47th St., N. Y. C. 





Hotel Claridge 


BROADWAY AT 44TH ST., NEW YORK 


AN ADDRESS TO BE PROUD OF 
THE HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
LARGEST ROOMS IN THE CITY 


Phone Bryant 06094 ROOM Weekly $17.50 up ROOM Weekly $21.00 up 
Two $ .50 Per ms ats: 
wanda 1 7 Week BALLROOM Booking 1927-28 Now Open at MODERATE RATES 





Large Room and Frivate Bath 

















eral vociferous preachers, particu- 
larly the Rev. R. S. Cushman, As- 
bury Methodist, came out strong for 
the move to have Rochester silent 
after nightfall. 
Erwin S. (Sam) Wiedrick, boxing 
promoter, owner of the Tribe, Roch- 
ester baseball club, and friend of 
showmen, last week had his trial for 
grand larceny set over to Dec. 27 in 
county court. Wiedrick was charged 
with defrauding Mrs. Agnes Miles} 
out of $100,000 in Eastman Kodak 
stock to finance his purchase of the 
ball club. 








Film shows will be resumed at the 
State Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home in 
Bath, the board of managers decided 
last week. Whether the films will | 
be supplied by the Schine theatre, 

the Babcock, in Bath, or direct from 
Buffalo, was not decided. Civilians 
no longer will be admitted. The| 
Schine interests previously had been 

restrained from furnishing films 

after they had done so for a year. 








More free acts than ever before 
will be provided at thé 1928 Yates 
County Fair in Penn Yan, officers 
decided last week, and they will be 
changed daily. The grounds will 
have flood lights for the night 
shows. 





Even life members must pay gate 
admission the next three years at 
the Orleans County Fair in Albion, 
directors decided last week. The 
fair has lost heavily in tough 
weather in recent years, but decided 
not to sell the grounds, 





Fred B. Parker, 
1914 of the Genesee County Fair at 
Batavia, continues as secretary for 
1928, salary $3,000. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 
English’s—“The Road to Rome” 
(Grace George). 
Indiana—‘The 
cago.” 
Circle—“Get Your Man.” 
Keith’s—Vaudeville. 
Ohio—"‘No Place to Go.” 


irl 





Ace Berry, manager new Indiana 
(Publix), has been named general 
manager of all Circle Theatre Co. 





to tighten up on the night life. Sev- 





interests im Indianapolis. Berry 


manager since | 


From Chi- | 











THE NATWILLE 
FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


324 West 96th Street, New York 
Newly furnished 1, £2, 8, 
apartments; maid service. 
$6 up. Inspection invited. 





| 






HOTEL 


4 room 
Single room, 


157 WEST 47m ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 












came here five years ago as man- 
ager of the Circle. 

Indiana, Circle, Ohio and Uptown 
are operated by the Circle interests. 
He will continue as Indiana man- 
ager. 
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*Once a Guest . 
Always a Patron? 
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Robert Mantell’s engagement this 
week was cancelled becauses of his 
illness. 


Byron Ben Leitner J Bob 
Lorraine Ted 
Carleton Claire Love A T 
Carr Alex 

Carrette Bessie M 
Chamberlain & E 
Chariton & Shields 
Corbett Selma 
Cowan Michael A 


_— ——- 


“Gay Paree” booked for English’s 
Jan. 2. 


McDowell 
McLoughlin I 
Manter Ralph 





“The Prince of Pilsen” will be Martin 


presented at the Athenaeum Jan. 


. Darrell Rupert 
2-3 by the Indianapolis Civic Opera. 


Dayton Lewis 
De! Ortois 3 


Mille Jas B 
Moses Amelia 





William Hull, director Berkell O'Brien Geo 


j 7 Earle Bert 
Players, is now director of the Na- | p+... 









































Ed M 


Cc 


Marlowe Frank 
Jerry D 
Meadows Dorothy 






THE DUPLEX 
HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 


Longacre 7132 


Three and four rooma with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





Coming to Washington, D. C.? 


The LEE HOUSE 


FIFTEENTH AND L 
250 Rooms Each with Tub & Shower 
Special Professional Rates 
Single, $17.50; Double, $25.00 
Twin Beds, $28.00 
Bob Block, Manager 








MANSFIELD HALL 


THE BEST VALUE 
IN TIMES SQUARE 


SINGLE DOUBLE 
$10.00 UP $12.00 UP 


Our Best Front Rooms, $16.00 
226 W. 50th St., New York Phone 8170 Circle 

















i nr: ey Esterbrook Fred Parks E 
tional Players at the National, Chi- Petere Frank G 
cago. Fereno James 
Freemyer Geo | Raymond Allan 
Will Rogers booked at Indiana - : = | Rideout Harrison 
National Guard Armory Jan. 29. anew aie | eee , has 
. Green Albert E 
Architects figuring plans for the Samuels Jack 
;new $5,000,000 theatre and hotel to | Harvey Sisters Shannon Harry 
|be built on the site of Einglish | Hayes Grace Sterling Bob 
|Opera House and hotel. Policy may | Ho!man Harry 
be legit Horter Katherine | Thomas Violet M 
7 Howells John M 
. . , | Hulen Bob | Victor's Am Beauts 
Pauline Alpert, actress, playing at | Verdi Almin Mrs 
| the Indiana, reported to police that j Jackson Warren R Vysyan & Kastner 
ishe was robbed of $237. Janis Jack | 
| Jordan Rody Wallace Ruby 
| Judge & Gail | West Jack 
| Western Helen 
LETTERS | Kelly Desmond W'ms Music Co H | 
When Sending for Mail te Kinney F E Willlameon Allen 
VARIETY, address Mail Clerk. Bee Biabd pte + 4 
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Cronin Albert O'Ray Dave 
Davide Arthur 
DeLane ‘ale 
Dell Delano 
Devine M 
Dumont 


Palmer Hy 
Pymm F & P 


Reed & lacey 
Regent H 

Khea Mile 

Follies Girls Kobinson Charlie 

Frohman Hert Robinson & Pierce 
Rogers & King 
Rome & Dunn 
Ross Katharine 
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Adolphe | 


Gifford WC 
Gilbert Bert 
toss & Gilbert 
tothchild Irving 
Mabel 


Hammond Al 
Harter Kathryn 
Hagrsen Ben | 


tusso 


Heller & Riley |} Fhannon Helen 
Herman lewis Siggie 

Hertz Lillian Roy 
Hogan & Stanley Fteinbeck 


Bruno 
Stewart Rev 


I reen F ter & Vance 

Larry's Ent Bob Tip Tops 8 

ly R y Grand man Irving 

J H 

I yy Dot \ r Clifford 

I Ha& Cc VW te Joseph 

lang Ts ‘ I rre 

ieo P 

Mend t Tu ' r t Geo M 

M nn Hay 
4wMé or Dave 













































VARIETY 























A RARE TRIBUTE 


An Editorial 
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LYTELL AND DRAMA 


It cannot be denied that much of the entertainment 
offered these days—stage, vaudeville or pictures — is 
designed merely to amuse and is very little concerned with 
dramatic qualities. One suspects that there are not many 
players now on tour who are capable of interpreting any- 
thing more serious than a song and dance. 


When actors of authority appear on a local stage in a 
sketch of true dramatic power the event is worthy of a word 
or two beyond the reviews. Such an event is the Palace 
Theatre engagement of Bert Lytell and his talented asso- 
Ciates in a dramatic and literary gem, “The Valiant.” 


Mr. Lytell is a young man of wide experience on the 
legitimate stage and in the films. He has been among the 
leading stars of the pictures for several years, recognized 
always for sterling, convincing portrayals of character. 
For the last two seasons he has toured the country in a 
sketch of such high emotional power as to demand from 
him, not once but several times each day, contribution of 
dramatic intensity worthy of the greatest players of an 
earlier era. 


Mr. Lytell is a player of distinction. “The Valiant” 
lives—lives so vividly, so truly, that one is almost tempted 
to rush headlong forward and wage hopeless battle against 
impending doom. There is that rare combination of 
dramatic verity, sympathetic situation, perfect character- 
ization, dignity and restraint so long missing from the 


American stage and so powerful in contrast to the spurious 


and meretricious products of the present era. 


The Republic welcomes an artist who brings back, if 
only for a moment, memories of other days and more 
sincere standards in drama and literature. 




















The Answer--Enormous Business Everywhere 


Direction HARRY WEBER 
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